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part of the office of apostleslip has descended to successors until nôw.
Preachersaro called by Go& to spend their lives in maintaining and in
propagating the t-uth. This is•only to say that preachers- are champions
of orthbdoxy. It if their niission to "conten& earnestly for the faith
once- delivered to the saintb." The world may sneer if it please, bufr,:my
brethren in the ministry, to teach the truth, to stand' f1r right thinking,
for oithodoxy, is our trust received from God. We are put in trust
with the Gospel. When we are faithful we are- fellow=workerà- with.
Christ andwith-thel[oly Spirit. Itis a glorious, an unspeakably glorions
and exalting fellowship. Let us ses to it that we be not ashame- of
Christ and of His words. We are set, each one of us, for the defence of
the Gospelà Who is sufficient for-these things ? But our sufficienoy is
of Goa. We shal prevailý if we consent to speak, not in words whioh
mans àwisdom teacheth, but -which the Holy Ghost teacheth. In these
times of itching ears and tameless tongues, let us not blush to be callkd
orthodox. Ye are my witnesses, says God. Let us be true witnessese
But whether we are true or;false as individual ministers, yet God abideth
faithful. He cannot deny himself. In the very fact that the office and.
ordef of ministers have been established by Him, Goa gives the worlda
token of His interest in orthodoxy. In- His ministers, by virtue of thoir
being ministers, God speaks to men. In them, God takes the attitude -of
one pleading for truth. Every time that a minister proaches, it is as if
God did beseech you. Be ye reconciled to God, consent to think as- Goa
thinks, submit to be orthodox. God appears thus, through the ministry
of the Gospel, in a perpetual ambassadorship to men on behalf of the
truth. The mere existence of such a ministry isGo&s sign of His desire
that we should be oËthodox.

My hearers, in view of what we have- fonna to be the Scriptural esti-
mate of orthodoxy, shall we heed, or shall we spurn the counsel of our
text ? We have learned that to think right we must be right, that to be
right we-must think right, and that thinking right is a part, a large part,
of being right. We have learned that the Bib!' exists for the purpose,
on Goa7s part, of making us think right, that Christ came to make us
think right, that the Holy Spirit is in the world to make us think right,
that to make us think right the Church is maintained; an- an ambassa-
dorship of God. to men.continúe&from age to age. Is not al this enough
to.convinceus'? Areweready-to obey?

' Buy the-truth. and sel it:not. Pay. the price required. Buy with
obedience, Buy with study. Bay with:seif-danial. By. with self-sacti-


