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part of the office of apostleship has descended to suscessors until naw.
Preachers-are called by God: to spend their lives in maintaining and in
propagating the truth. This isonly to say that preachers-are champions
of orthodoxy. Ifis their mission to “contend earnestly for the faith
once delivered to the szints,” The world may sneer if it please, but,.my
brethren in the ministry, to teach the truth, to stend for right thinking,
for orthodoxy, is our truet received from God. We are put in trush
with the Gospel. When we dre faithful we are fellow=workers with.
Christ and'with theHoly Spirit. It'is a glorious, an unspeakably glorious
and exalting fellowship. Let us see to it that we be not ashamed of
Christ and of Hiswords. We are set, each one of us, for the defence of
the Gospel: Who is sufficient for these things? But our sufficiency is
of God. We shall prevail: if we consent to speak, not in words which
man’s wisdom teacheth, but. which: the Holy Ghost teacheth. In thers
times of itching ears and tameless tongues, let us not blushio be called.
orthodoxz. Ye are my witnesses, says God. ILiet us be true witnesses,
But whether we are tlgue orifalse as individual ministers, yet God abideth
faithful. He cannot deny himself. In the very fact that the office andt
order of ministers have been established by Him, Grod gives the world s
token of His interest in orthodoxy. In His ministers, by virtne of their
being ministers, God speaks to men. Iu them, God takes the attitude-of
onse pleading for truth. Every time that a minister proaches, if is.as if
God did beseech you. Be ye reconciled to God, consentto think as God
thinks, submit to be orthedox. God appears thus; through the ministry
of the Gospel, in & perpstual ambassadorship fo men on behalf of the
truth. The mere existence of such a ministry is.God’ssign of His desire
that we should be orthodox.
. My hearers, in view of what we have fonnd to be the Seriptural esti-
mate of orthodoxy, shall we heed, or shall we spurn the counsel of our
text? We have learned that to think right we must be right, that to be
right wemust think right, and that thinking right is & part, a large part,
of being right. We have learned that the Bible exists for the purposs,
on God’s part,.of making us think xight, that Christ came to make us
think right, that the Holy Spirit is inr the world: to meke us think right,
thot to make us think right the Church is maintained; and an ambassa-
dorship of Ged to men-continued from age to-age. Is nob all thisenongh
to-convince us? Arae we readyto obey?
¢ ' Buy thetruth.and sell it:not« Pay. the price requited. Buy witk
obedience, Buy with study. Buy with:gelf-denial. Buy with self-saozi-




