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NORTHERN MESSENGER
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breaking ; the enemy were becoming alert
at sight of our unmmasked columis; there
fwas' not & moment to be lost. . Licut.-
Doughry and Sergt. Reese, of the Torty-
{ eighth Pennsylvania Infantry, now volun-
teered to examine the fuse. - They entered

. THE NOBLEMAN'S OFFER. = :
Lord Congleton, one "of the band off--
-earnest Christian workers, among .whom
Lord Shaftesbury was perhaps the most
widely known—men who would he nuble

¢

Congleton’s.  *¢ But there’s his own signa-

ture ; he'll never dishonor that,” said a

neighbor. And so discussion ran high.
Many gathored up their accounts, and

solving to ses how others fared, and if they
suceeeded, present their list of hopeless
debts.  Sume plamned how to keep back
parb of their assests, and some again, de-
terred by avguments or ridiculs, gave up

made out the required statements, re-

ain. *Why, wife,” said he, ‘¢ this has
been there for days, and 1 know his lord-
ship’s signature.  Thank God ! weean dic
ab least free of debt,” and they started for
the door. **Ay, ay; you go first, old
man, and tell us how you fare.” I don’t
think you are out of the poorhouse yob.”
“Guess he'll be fpoled.” Sotheir neigh-
bors’ conmments fell aboub their cars as they

of a. dittle’ plice to be made oub in their
name, which he added to the cheque.
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with himself, and wo had peace and joy,

Qutsie the time wore away, aud as the
old people did not come forth, all scttled
down to the opinion there was nothing in
it, Twelve drew near. Men looked at
cach other; but “did- not go. Slowly the
hour rang out, and with the Just stroke the
door opened and the old man came out,

beeause we had pardon and a clean con-
science.
far above my desert and beyond what the
devil led me to steal, and we have comoe to
Northtield to praise the Lord and carry
back with us to Texas o fresh baptisie of

Tho dear Lord has blessed me

all thought of the matter. ‘

The day came, and the crowd of tenants
and lookers-on were gathered ncar the
oftice. Al efforts to gatherany further in-
formation were fruitless. A little before
the hour Lord Congleton’s carviage drove
up, and he stepped hastily into the office,
and the door was closed .and locked after

the blessed power which seb us free five
years ago.

There was hardly a dry eye in the greas
audience, and to wateh Mr. Moody was
study—he did not sy o word, but lovked
over his glisses now on one side, now on
the other, all over the house, then, after
the pause had had its ctlect, he quictly

“ Have you gob-your money 2’ With that
Lie showed hischeque.  **Good as anote of
the- Bank .of England !’ There was a
rush around Lord Congleton as he entered
his carviage, and men shook ag him their
statements. - ** My Lord, will you pay my
debts ¥ *‘Lord: Congleton, here’s my
account,” '

entered.

Within the inner oftice they found Lovd
Congleton and his steward, The old man
laid his statement and bills upon the table,
snying : “Theso are my debts, My Lord. 1
hawve nothing, -but -live - in the poorhouse.
;l‘his. however, matters little if, I die debt
I-CC"' . N ‘s v B

him.

Precisely at nine o step came from
the inner room, and they heard the bolt
_thrown back.

Men looked at each other. None were
willing to go first, fearing either the con-
fession of poverty or the ridicule that
would meet an unsuccessful application.
** You go and try, Jones,” said a man to his
neighbor. . *I'm not so poor as you think
for,” was the reply, albeit each had shown
friends their.lists, and consulted with them
about’ the. debts they meant to present,
So the minutes wore by, while men looked
upon each other and waited.

It was near ten o’clock when an old
couple, who, for two or three years had
been inmates of the poorhouse, entered the
group before theoflice.  ‘“Is it true,” they
said, ¢ Lord Congletonn has offeved to pay
all our debts?’  “Don’t know ; he has
paid none yet.” **Bub has any one been
in? *“Not yet.” Just then the notice
hanging ontside the office-door caught the
old man’s eyes. It was faded by sun and

** Why should I pay your debts ?* asked
the nobleman, ’ :

T eannot tell why except that you say
you will. 1 kunow your signature, and [
believe your promise.” '

** That is enough,” said Lord Congleton.

The steward then made up the aceount,
and dvew a cheque, which he handed to his
master.  He looked ab it, compared it with
the statement and passed it with his signa-
ture to the old man..  He earnestly thanked
his beuefactor, and then started to the door
saying : :

I must tell my neighbors.” ¢No,
you must not,” said Lovd Congleton,
*they must trust my word.”

Then the ald couple were shown into an-
other room to waig till twelve, and in the
meantime the steward told his master their
history. .Coming .down from comparative
comfort, their poverty had been misfor-
bune, hut not fault, , Lokd Cougleton was
interested in them, and ordered the lease

went on with the next head of his discourse.

** Friends, itis past twelve o’clock,” said

le, as he drove away. ‘
— .
COURAGE OF HIGH ORDER.

When the famous mine in front of
Petersburg had been completed aud the
nasional troops drawn up ready to charge
the enemy's works, as soon as the mine had
done its work in creating a breach, the
signal was given just before daylight, the
fuse was lizhted, and the command stood
waiting with intense anxiety for theex-
plosion which wasto follow. But seconds,
then ninutes, then tens of minutes passed,
and no sound from the mine. The sus-
pense became painful, and the gloom of
disappointment  overspread the anxious
faces of ofticers and men.  The fuse had
been spliced about midway. I was now
thought that there was o defect in the
splice, and that it was. ab this point that
the fuse was hanging five. The day was

—The Christicn,

in trying to demonstrate to others the
merits of your own performance.
work does not vindicate itself, you cun not
vindicabe i, but you can labor steadily
on, to something which needs no advo-
sabe Dut itself. . . . Toughen yourself a
little, and accomplish something betber.
Inscribe over your desk the words of
Rivarol : ¢ Genius is only great patience.”
It was Keats, the most precocious of all
greab pocts who declured that * nothing is
finer for purposes of production than a
very gradual ripening of the intellectual
powers.”

which every man has many, not on your
past misfortunes, of which all men have
some.—~Dickens.
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