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Matthew xviii, 21-35.
~Golden Text.

_Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
tors.—Matt. vi., 12. :

Home Readings,

Monday, July 2.—Matt. xviii., 21-5.

Juesday, July 3.—Matt. xviii, 15-20.

‘Wednesday, July 4.—Luke viii,, 1-5.

- Thursday, July 6.—Col. iii., 1-17.

Friday, July 7.—Matt. v., 17-26.
Baturday, July 7.—Matt. v., 17-26.

_ Sunday, July 8—Mark xi., 20-36,

(Davis W. Clark).

3 is right for him who asks forgiveness
for his offenses to grant it to others.—

Though with their high wrongs I am struck
_ to the quick, :

t with my nobler Reason, against my

_take part; the rarer action is
:tue than in Vengeance.

e - —Shakespeara,

b bt !
- Darable of the king taking account
Servants was a transeript from cur-
listory, Al the rulers of Palestine
e servants of the emperor. They
likely to be summoned any instant
made to give account of their guberna-
- deeds and revenues. From such a
€ Jesus lifts the thought of His disci-
to the plane where God is King. 1t
Him to bring His creatures into an

lag is plctured, for
* unmerciful servant is set loose and
ven another test. In this parable Jesus
; Tays a species of preliminary trial
_Which reveals the soul to itself. The ef-
fect of this ante-judgment is to reveal to
e sinner his insolvency. He is ten thous-
talents in debt. These figures simply
lustrate the immensity of our liability to
od’s account. We can not pay a mite out
of a talent. In view of his invincible bank-
~ Tuptey, there is nothing for the sinner to
but to sue for mercy. One of the most
olatory strokes in the parable is this:

the debt.

ansion, in a popu-
n, of the truth stateq
" to Peter’s question:

er sin agajnst
and ! seven timeg?
\‘”mamq_er of the parable shows the in-
uousness of the forgiven sinpep show-
_unforgiving spirif towarq his fei-
he very incredfility of the sup-

hat the unforgiy
with discipio

;i

It is evidently -

ved with compassion,

THE MESSENGER.

Peter more than doubled the rabbinic al-
lowance. He proposes to forgive seven
times. Will not the sacred number suffice?
But Jesus' laconic and decisive answer is,
‘Seventy times seven:’ that is practically
without ceasing. A definite number is put
for an indefinite one. In this multiplica-
tion of the perfect number by its multiple,
Jesus practically says, ‘Throw away the
multiplication table when you come to the
matter of forgiveness.’

ANALYSIS AND KEY.

1. Jesus’ use of current events.
For illustration.
Rulers of Palestine summoned
To Rome for accounting.
2. Accounting to God.
In this instance not a last judgment.
Preliminary accounting reveals insol-
vency.
Divine forgiveness.
3. Application to man's forgiveness of
fellow.
Paradox: Forgiven sinner showing un-
forgiving spirit.
" 4. No degrees in forgiveness.
Question ‘How oft?’ not to be raised.
Peter’s advance on rabbis not suffi-
cient.
70 tifhes 7.
ing.
Throw away the multiplication table
when it comes to forgiveness.

THE TEACHER’S LANTERN,

Practically without ceas-

A commercial crisis, personal bereave-
ment, or revival of religion may he God's
means of bringing us to account in ad-
vance of a last judgment. It may be His
way of breaking up the careless security
in which we rest.

- - * *

The great uncertainty of Bible weights
and measures is illustrated. On the basis
of the Hebrew talent Clarke estimates the
amount as £70,000,000 sterling, more than
the revenue of the British Empire in his
day. On the basis of the Attic talent others
figure it as low as $10,000,000. The mat-
ter is curious rather than important, how-
ever. A vast sum is all that is intended to
be indicated. L

In view of his debt, its incredible mag-
mitude, and the s‘nner's invincible bank-
ruptcy, there is nothing left for him but to
sue for mercy. The preciousness of the
parable Is that it teaches one can not
appeal in vain.

" W

We are inclined to deprecate this mulct-
Ing of the once forgiven servant with his
whole original debt. Trench asks, ‘Do sing
once forgiven return on the sinner througn
his after offenses? He answers his own
question well when he says, ‘The difficulty
arises from our viewing the forgiving of
sins in too formal a way.!

* * » *

Olshausen says finally: ‘Thig parable ex-
plains the ground on which a member of
God’s kingdom must éver stand ready to
grant forgiveness, as only through forgive-
ness extended toward himself could he have
Obtained entrance to that kingdom.’

C. E. Topic.

Sunday, July 8.—Tople—ForgMng and
being forgiven. Matt, vi,, 14, 15,

Junior C. E. Topic.
HOUSE.

CONSECRATING GOD'S
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Plan 'Your Work.

We should be able to read some things two
ways—from beginning to end, and from end
‘to beginning. In studyirg the aspect of some-
body’s successful effort we can almost al-
ways trace it back to the cause. Reading
down it would be something like this:

PLAN
YOUR
WORK.

Many stop right here, They are greax
schemers. Plans are always in evidence—so
are fallures. The biggest failure we ever
saw was a man who had no end of plans.
What was the trouble? This, he failed to
work his plan. He did not read up. There is
n0 perpetual motion in Sunday school work.
After you have planned your work, Work
your plan.—‘Evangelical.’

The Inefficient Teacher.

Each teacher should keep his own class in
order. If that were the rule the superinten-
dent could give his wkole attention to other
matiers. The troubls wit) many schola:s is,
they are allowed to do as they please, and
they usually please to do the veny things
they chould not do. In many cases it is pot
the unruly boy that must be dealt with, but
the inefficient teacher,

A Bible Scholar in the Kitchen

I know of one dear w:man who
a common-school educat’on, ‘and a very com-
mon one at that,’ sh: us:d in her humility to
say, who yet became €9 choice a Bible scholar
that in her church and Sabbati school it grew
to be a habit with the p2ople to defer to her
opinion and those who had had abundant op-
portunity for study learned to mark their
own opinion with an interrogation when it
differed from hers. To one who questioned
her as to how it was possible in her narrow-
ed and wonderfully busy life to give the
amount of study and thought that ghe evi-
dently did to Bible themes, she made answer:

‘Why, you see I have a great deal of time
to myself, After tha children are starteq for
sch-cql I am alone all day. And I know that
at six o'clock there will be  eleven hungry
people who will “look to me for a good din-
1er; 80 of course I have to spend a good deal
of my time in the kitchen. Years ago 1 fore-
saw that the larger portion of my waking
hours would have ty be spent there, and I
felt lonely and wanted a companion, So I
covered my Bible with slate-colored cambric
anq took it to the kitchen with me, After a
while my husband put up-a shelf on purpose
for it, and made a little wire arrangement
to hold it open, and we have had real good
times together, my Bibie and I. I can peep
‘at a verse here and there and keep thinking
it over as I go about my work, and think of
all the other verses I kmow that throw Jlight
on it. It is wonderful how many versss one
knows that fit in, if we just give them time
to find their places! Ironing days were very

had only

nice; it was long, slow work, you s2¢, that

didn’t tukeyﬁzuc:o ‘til;cm‘x:,‘ Ibc&g:;“h’::
exactly how to do if, ¢nd I cou'd give my
mind to some subject that needed studying,
and every once in a while find a verse that
made it plainer. Then in the evening, when
I had a quiet half-hour to myself, I'd look
up things that I hadn’t had time for during

v find out what others thought
'mﬁggﬁmﬂm That would be sure to

‘start me on some new verses, and maybe we
would go on for ‘my B'ble and I, study-
m: e “:um~r'm , in the ‘Chris- -

tian Endeavor Word
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“Sample Copies.

y subscriber who would like to have speci.

‘men copies of the ‘Worthern Messenger sent
to friends can send the names with addresses

and we will be pieased to supply them, free
of cost. Sample copies of the ‘Witness' and

~ ‘Werld Wide’ will also be sent free on appli-
eatto



