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The Catholic.

‘Tho clevation donotes the raising up|unccording to tho prophecies, must happen
1t thus ol- before the end of the world; and ero the

of our Saviour on tho cross.
20 exhutntsto the fathfulth e object of their
faith, hope and love ; who is nolonger ex-
posed as on Mount Calvary, to the doris-
100 and blasphemy of the public; but to the
adoration, praise, and invucation, of thy
grateful creatures whom he has 1cdeemed,

The apparently lifeless state in which
this divine Victim lics on the altar, with
his blood scemingly separated from his
body, under the distinct species of the
bread and wine, represents his stato of
death upon the cross, after having poured
out the Jast drop of his sacred blood for
ol ransom.

‘The priest then beseeches Almighty God
to look down with a propitious counten-
ance on this our sacrifice, as he did on
that of the just Abel, of Abraham and of
Lis Ligh priest Melchisedech.  Then, bows
g duwn, and kissing the altar, he prays
that he, and all who participate with him
in the body and blood of Jesus Christ, may
be replenished with all heaveanly grace und
benodiction.

Next follows the Memexto for the dead,
1n which are recommeaded to the special
merey of God the souls of those, for whomn
the priest intends more particularly to ins
ercede, and next the souls of all the faith-
ful departed.

In the Nobis quoque peccatoribus he re-
turns to his supplications in his own be-
hall, and that of all sinners ; besceching
Almighty God, in the inuhiitude of his mer-
cies, to vouchsafe to grant us a portion
and association with his saints, not from
any censideration of our merit, but from
that of bis own mercy and readiness to
torgive, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
&c.  ‘Then, uncovering the chalice, and
knceang, he takes the hosty and makes
with 12 three crosses over the cup, and two
towards himsell and the people, saying,

church has rendored to God all that ho-
nor and glory, and paid to him the full
mansure of that homage which he expects
from her, before the final consummation
of this universe. Therefore is the host
returned back lo the chalice, and both nre
clevated t gether, with these words : Om-
nis honor ct gloria. Al honor and glory.
When afier kuecling, as was said, he ri.
ses and covers the chalice with the words
per omnua, &e. signitying that alitrue be-
liovers, Jews and Gentiles, sholl in the
end bo united and raised up with Christ,
ard shall reign with him for ever and
cver.

The Lord's prayer is now solemuly re-
cited. Alter which, having prayed that
Ged would deliver us from all evils past,

'fice on the cross.

cree tmpsny
sorve my goul unto life everlasting!” Un-
covering the chalice, he then takes it up
saying: ¢* What shall [ render to tht
Lord for all that ho has given tome ? |
will take the chalice of salvation, and cal!
upou tho name ol the Lord, and 1 shal!
be snved [rom all mine enemies "—Ps.cxv
3. Then, signing himsclf in like munner
with the cup, he takes it, praying, also,
ssthat the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
may preserve his soul unto lilfe everlusts
ing.” Aflter which he purifies, or washes
out the chalice, repeating other prayers
to the 'liku purpose.  ‘The ablusive water yo well as in the administration of the st
and wino nt the end off t!le sacrifice, re-! oraments, o Cathlic or universal lane
mil?ds us of the water ml.?cd with blood, lguugo; which, withal, is most genorally
which flowed from the Saviour’s wounded understood ; and is, like what they con-

side, at the conclusion of his bloody eacri~! Gaor (heir Chureh to be, one and unctang-
Lable

The priest now passes to the right hnndl 3° Decause it is one of the three lan-

cy low to assist devoutly at mass, and (v
join in the comnmon iutention, for which 5
3 otlmied up.  The Jews often did not sy
much ay seo the priest, whilo ho offered
up sacrifice for them : much less did they
hear and understand the prayors he said
at the time, as appenrs by what is related
in the gospel of Zacharias, the Father of
St John the Baptist.—Luke 1,21,

2 2 Because catholics do not consider thefe
Church as a national, but as u Catholic
or wmversul one,

They, therelore, uss
it this, the grentest uct of theje worshp,

presont, and to come; and, through the
witercession of his saints, would propiti-
ously grantus peace in our days; that,
aided by his mercy, we may be ever pre~!
served from sin, and sccured agaiast all
trouble, the priest takes up the host, nnd,
breaking it, to shew that our Saviour

cration redound tu the life everlusting of
us, who receive it ! Meanung, that now is
mixed avd consecrated, spread out and
prepared for uy, our celest:al banquet, to
the worthy participation of which eternal
life is unnexed ; and to the partizipation
in which the Littlc oncs, and the umoise,
it, what wisdom has declured it to be, ace
invited—Prov. ix, John vi44.
banquet that the royal prophet alludes, as
follows : **Thou hust prepared before me
a tablo against thoso who afllict me.”’—
Ps. xxn, 5.

Next 18 repeated the Agnus Dei, or

By wchom (viz. Jesus Christ) thou createst,
sunct:fiest. vivifiest, blessest, and givest
toall of us these good things ; through
him, with lum, and in him, to thee, O God
the Father, together with the holy Spirit,
(herc he puts the host over the chalice,,
and, elevating them both together contin-
ues) is all honor and glory. Then lay.
ing dovn the host on the altar, he kneels,
and rising covers the chalice, concluding
the ceremony with these words : Per om-
niu saccula seculorum,  Ameu?  World:
withvut end.  Amen, Here Almighty
God is acknowledged as the Creator, sanc-
tifier, and vivifier of the elements now
changed into the heavenly bread of life,
who has given us, together with all other
goodthing-, thismst precio tsof all h is
giits: to whom therefore all glory and hos
nor is rendered as his due.

By the descent of the host upon the chas
lice, and the three crosses made over it, a
mystical allugjon is made to the descent of
tie 214 person of the blessed Trinity upun
our carth in Judea in form of man, and
s preaching there fiest to the Jews the
inystery of the Trinity and the cross ;
fsom whence this faith proceeded forth
towards us, the Gentiles. Yet only two
crusses are made on our eide, to intimate
that she great end of revelation is notcom-
pleted, till both Jews and Gentiles ar. i

Lamb of Godwho takest away the sins of ]
the world, have mercy upon us, §c. Granl!
uspeace! In masses for thy dead, grasnt |
thearest! Afier which the celebrator prays -
in secret, that God would uot have in view
his sins, but enly the faith of bis church;
and, that he who said, my peace { leave
you ; my peace I gire you, would, as he:
sees best, grant her peace and unity ; and
that, having in concurrenco with the
will of the Fathor, and the co-ope-
ration of the Holy Ghost, by Ius death
given life to tho world ; he would also
deliver him, (the celebrator) by means of
this holy sacrament of his body and blood,
from sin and all evil, and make him so
to abide by the divine commandments, as
never more to be separated from his Gud.
Kneelirg then, he risca and takes the host
inmo.his haads, with theso words: I will
receive the bread of heaven, c.d invoke
the name of the Lord. ‘[hen striking his
breast thrice, be repeats, (adupting them
lo his own case,) the words of the humble
centdrion, meationed i the gospel : Do-
mine, non sum digaus ut intres sub tectum
weum; sed tantum dic  verbo, et sanab.s
tur asima men.  ** Lord, l am not worthy
that thuu shouldst enter under my roof :
but say ooly the word, and my soul shall
be hiealed.” Ile sigas himself then with
the host, and reccives it, saying: ¢ May

nally united in the samo church : which,

ginow the Lord to bo wih themn, to m-se

body was bruised and broken for ue, puts
a smali portion of it into the chalice, with'
these.words : may this mizing and conse.|

or those who are simple enough to believe | Mss is 0 (
'before the altar, the priest begs of the ho- .
Itia 1o this |1y Trimty fo reccive our oblation, see that bread at the paschal time.
1it may prove advantageous to all present,,
|and to the whole of mankind, ‘T'hen

. Y . .

: which again t .

'.“do of tae altar, to which agaiu the b°°k|gunges cunsecraied on the tree of the cross
is restored : and here reads the commun- . :

! ;in the inscription hung over the head of
ion sentence, commonly some text of t'hc 'our Saviour; which, as the’ evangehst
scripture 5 and then returming to the mid-. ;) ks it worth while to remark, was writ-
dle !?f the altar, he bowing kisses at i and. ten in Greek:, m Hebrew, and in Latin :
turning round towards the people, msh.cs cartof all which are admitted info the
-Muss. ‘These also, hiving become dead
at languuges, aro thereby no more linble to
‘change, and scem best colculated to pre-
serve in all its original and primitive
meaning the sacred Liwrgy of the Christ-
izn Church. T

them benefit by the holy sacrifize,
which they have just assisted.

The restoration of the book to its form-
cr place indicates the restoration of the
faith and the gospel to tho Jews before
the cnd of the world. e returns to the |
book and reads from it the Post-commuan- &
ion prayer; after which he repems from
tho muddle of the altar tho Ite, missa est,
which is the formal annunciation thatthe
ow concluded. Again bowing

The bread used in this sac_rif‘icc.,.is aat
common and lecavened, but unleavened
bicad: such as our Saviour must have
used at his last supper.  For it was death
by the law of Moses for any one to eat,
or even to keep in his house leavened
Of suche
breach of the Mosaic law our Lord was
never once accused by his enemies, who

raising up his hand to heaven, and turn~ sought every opportunity of bringing him
ing round to the hearers, he makes tho in guilty of some capital crime.

sign of the cross towards them, pronounc-,  The shapo itself of  this bread is deter-
ing over them the words of the benedic- mined ; and the form is not undesigacdly
tion. Benedicat vos omnipotens Deus, given it. For the circle was considered
Pater, Filus, et Spiritus Sanctus ! DMay by most nations as the emblem of perfece
the Almighty God bless you, the Fallzcr‘tion and perpetuity, the most peculiar at-
the Son, and the Holy Ghost! Thojtridutes of the Deity.

whols service is conciuded with the gos-
pel, commonly taken from the first chap-
ter of St. John, in which the divinity and
incarnation of Jesus Christ are so sub-
limely and clearly announced.

This bread is also considerd as an ems
blem of the mystical body of Christ, the
Church. 1 Cor. v For, as the bread is
one whole, composed of many particles
cohering together, aud amalgamated by

. It were cndless to give ail the other
jmystical meanisgs and particular allusions
ito the passion of our Lord, which Ca-
rtholics attach to the ceremonies of the
Mass. But this plain and simple expo-
sure of it may suffice to shew how free it
is from anything savouring of idolatry or
superstition ; and how very replete, on the
contrary, itis with the most forvent and
bumble supplication, and with the mast
sublime acts of praise and homage to the
Deity.

But why, oné will ask, is it constantly
said in Laiin, and not in ths vulgar idi-
om of each country, which is best under-
stood by the generality of the hearers 3—
The reasons assigned for this custom, are
the following.

1° Because it is an act of prayer and
and adoration directed to God alone : not
a discourse or exhortation mude to the uns
derstanding of the hearers which are

the body of our Lurd Jesus Christ pre-

otherwise taught from their carlicst infan-

means of water,and confirmed by fire; so
the Church is but one whole, composed of
many members adhering together and uni-
ted with their supreme head JesusChrist\by
means of the water of Baptism and the fire
of charity ; as also by their participations
in his other sacraments, but above all in
this Sacrameat of the Altar ; which unites
us so closely to our Lord, thatas bs himn
self expresses it, we may be in him and
ke in us.—John 14, 20. It is also worth
remarking,with what propricty, in so sol-
emnand sacred a sorvice every gesture
and motion is regulated, so as to leave as
litle as possibde to personal awkwardnoss
or affectation.

I should think it not casy 1o find in so
short a service as this, whicl tasts no
more than half an hour, such variety of
aost appropriate prayer, put up for oure
selves and’all mankind ; such sublimo and
fervent acts of humility acd repentance,
of faith, hope, aud love of God and mae,

of supreme homage and adoration to the



