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depreciation of missionaries and their work. It may 
suit the political humor of the English premier to 
hint that “ the army generally follows the missionary,” 
and that “ the missionary is not popular at the foreign 
office ” ; but it is too late in the history of the world 
either to sneer at the work of the missionary as a sort 
of mistaken and fanatical enthusiasm, or to underrate 
his services to the whole race of man. There is 
something besides the “ army ” that follows the mis­
sionary. Witness the common school and the col­
lege, the court and the peaceful home, the industries 
of labor and the amenities of society. Witness the 
languages in hundreds of cases first reduced to a 
written form by these servants of God who have 
actually laid the foundations of all literature, not only 
translating the Bible into four hundred tongues, but 
building up literary intelligence from its corner-stone 1 
Go and visit medical missions and hospitals which 
have introduced the science and the art of a rational 
medicine and surgery into many a land where the 
native system of treatment was but the refinement of 
barbaric cruelty. Then turn to the zenanas, first 
penetrated by Christian women with the dawn of 
hope for woman’s education and emancipation.

Does the army follow the missionary ? How often 
has the missionary made the army needless ? It was 
a missionary that in the great crisis of India was 
called in to be a mediator between contending forces 
and factions as the only trustworthy party. Let any 
one study the history of Judson in Burmah, Schwartz 
in India, Griffith John in China, Livingstone in Af­
rica, McAll in France, Riggs in Turkey, Hogg in the 
Nile valley, Calvert in the Fiji group, Paton in the 
New Hebrides, Cousins in Madagascar, McKay in 
Fermosa, and the other McKay in Uganda—let him 
read the “ Ely Tolu me,” and Dennis’ great book on 
sociology and missions, and similar records of mis­
sionary achievement outside of preaching, and he can 
not speak lightly of the service rendered by mission­
aries in every department of human progress, not 
only moral and religious, but literary and scientific, 
political and commercial, medical and social. The 
army follows rather the tradesman than the evange­
list, the money maker rather than the soul winner. 
Enlightened nations send their apostles of greed to 
foreign shores to turn the ports of heathen lands into 
marts of commerce. Opium, rum, firearms—any­
thing that will sell, without reference to either the 
welfare or the wishes of the people, are persistently 
pushed forward into the market and often against re­
monstrance. Then comes systematic land-grabbing 
with increased proprietary rights and political con 
tiol t then dissension and contention, then violent 
outbreak and war, with the oppression of superior 
numbers and better military equipment. What won 
der if at times hatred of foreigners comes to the 
front and organized conspiracy and massacre are the 
result ! China, like India and Africa, has suffered 

♦•eat and grievous wrongs at the hands of nations

calling themselves enlightened and Christian ; and it 
is no great mystery if at last the great empire of the 
East, representing nearly a third of the human race, 
has been roused to assert herself and claim her rights, 
however wrong the method and spirit.

We subjoin a private letter from a beloved mission 
ary in Chefoo as a specimen of the stamp of men in 
the very heat of this furnace of trial. Surely these 
are men of whom the world is not worthy. The let 
ter bears date of June 26th, 1900 :

“ My thoughts turn to you to-day, as we are in the 
thick of rumors, and in the midst of the worst re 
bellion that has ever overtaken China. We are so 
disturbed here, not knowing what an hour may bring 
forth, I can only send you this hurried scrawl.

“ The Tatu Luli, or Big Rnife Society (one order
of the Boxers), is both anti-foreign and anti-Chris 
tian, and lately have centred all their powers north of 
us, at Tientsin, Baiting, and Peking, the capital. It 

thousand pities that the European powers have 
allowed that wicked woman, the Empress, to go on 
so long against us. The facts, so far, are as follows 

“Tientsin, eighteen hours by sea from us, has been 
practically destroyed, both native and foreign settle 
ments are burned, and the sacrifice of life has been 
fearful. All the women and children left last week 
for Chefoo and Shanghai. How the men are faring 
we know not. The suspense of wives for husbands, 
etc., as to their whereabouts and safety, can be more 
fully imagined than described. Two of our lady mis 
sionaries had to fly without even saying “ Good by ” 
to loved ones. Telegraph wires are all down, rail 
ways broken up, officials murdered, and the whole 
district a literal hell upon earth. A relief party (Eu 
ropean) has been repulsed twice between Tientsin 
and Peking. No wire or letter from missionary 
friends is possible. Peking, shut up and besieged ; 
added to all this, we have heard that Chefoo is to be 
attacked, forts near here to be opened on us by the 
Chinese. The admiral at Taku, near Tientsin, says, 
in case of trouble, he can not protect Chefoo, as his 
force, etc., is not sufficient. Missionaries from in­
land stations are pouring in, some without a dollar 
for personal use.

“ Now, all this is a black picture, indeed, and it has 
not been without its lessons. Praise God ! and to 
God's glory be it said, we are just letting our Father 
in heaven hold us, moment by moment. It is nice 
to sing about being safe under Divine protection, but 
to be in the midst of all this, and not knowing but 
the people will rise any hour and sweep Chefoo away, 
is quite another thing, and calls into play how much 
faith there is actually to trade with.

“ Some nervous ones have already caught the panic 
fever. I scarcely pass two hours without having to 
bid some one look up and really trust Htm. I thank 
God for the testing, and if this be a last letter I can 
say that, owing to His power to keep my dear wife 
and myself, we have just kept quiet and restful all
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