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Lodige, and explamned the phrase, oldest
Catholic religion, by a reference tothe 7e
Deum composed in the 4th century by St.
Ambrose—¢ The Holy Church throughout all
the world doth acknowledge Thee ;> conclud-
ing that it must mean Christianity, which
was typiﬁed in the two earliest dispensations
known in the world,viz., thoseof the Patriarchs
and the Jews; when Martun Clare dehivered
his opinion in words to the followng effect;
¢I huve had several long and_irteresting
conversations with Bios. Payne, Desaguliers,
and Anderson on this very subject: and 1t is
evident from their researches, that the belief
of our ancient Brothren favoured the opinion
that Masonry is essentially Christian; thatitis
indebted to Christianity for its principles ; that
inall ages the Eunglish Fraternity consisted
exclusively of Christians ; and that, therefore,
the religion in which all men agree was the
Christian religion. The ancient t harges,
which are now before us, were extracted from
old masdnic records of Lodges, not only in
Great Britain, bat in foreign countries ; and at
the time when those records were originally
complied, the religion in which ali; men
agreed was the general religion of Christendom
—of the Holy Church throughoutall the world,
which, as has justly been observed, the 7%
Deum.pronouncesto be Chnstiamty. The
most ancient manuscript which passed through
the hands of Bros, Desaguliers and Anderson
during their researches, gives a decided affir-
mation to this doctrine, as may be gathered
from the following passaze :

Bysechynge hym of hys hye grace,

To stonde with zow yut every plare

To conferme tho statutcs of kynge Adclslon,

‘That he ordeynt to thys Craft by good reson,

Pray e now to God alniyght,

Amr t0 hys swete moder ngmy brygh,

‘That we mowe kepo these artyculus here,
And lhe.se poynies w(:l.ul y-fc:c,

And as thou were of' 2 mayd y-bore,
ofre me never to be y-lore 3

But when y schalhicnnus wende,

Grante mo the blyssc withoute ende ,
Amen ! amen! so mot hyt be.

This manuscript 1s supposed to have been
compiled in the time of Athelstan, and I
should, therefore, conceive its authority to be
decisive,’

# In the above-mentioned year I had passed
to a new Master anda new Lodge ; and the
first conversation I heard was on the subject
of a pretended revelation of Martin Clare’s
ravised lectures and ceremonies, in a book

called ¢ The Testament of a Mason 3 where it jIn

was feigned that tormula had been found
amongst the papers of a deceased Brother
high 1n office, and, consequently, might farrly
be presumed to contain the real secrets of the
Order. The questiou was asked, Who is the
author ? and it was subsequently traced to one
of the unfaithful Brothers who had been disap-
pointed in his expectations of being nominated
to a8 Grand Office.

<« During the same year, if my memory be
farnthfol, 2 Brother was introduced into our
Lodgeé; whose hame was Coustos, He was a
foreigner, and not wanting in assurance. A
great sensation, however, was created, when
he exhiluted some scars which betokened very
severs wounds, that had been inflicted, as he
affirmed, by torture in the Inquisition, at
Lisbon, to extort from him the secrets of Froe-
masoary. It appeared by his own account,
that he ha(l resisted both persnasion and force ;
and that his final escapo out of their hands
was owing to the interposition of the British
Consul. Subscriptions were ontered into in
order to enable the sufferez to publish his ac

count 6t the whole affair, which accordingly:

came out in the following year, and put a
considerable sum of money into his pocket.”?
(To be continued.)

THE SOLDIER MASON, |
A Skelch from real Life.

¢“As a military mon, I can say, and I speak from expe-
rieuce, thai L havekinown many suldiers who were Masons!
I never kuew a good Mason who wasa bad soldior,—
Lorp COMDERMERE.

During sn early period ot iny lfe, it was my
fortune to hold a curacy in Worpcester.

The pansttin which { had to labor, though limut-
ed 10 point of size, was populous, and in 1t were to
be tound, densely packed together tn two narrow,
close, unhealtby streats, some twelve o1 fourteen
hundred of the working-classes. It was a post at
once interesting and distressing ; interesting, trom
the varied aspect it presented of human soirow,
struggle, and suffering ; and distressing, trom the
poverty which prevatled in it, and the utter inabil-
ity of an individual tlergyman to cope with s
many wants and requirements,

In my rounds I ighted upon u party whose name
was ParkER. He had been asoldier, a corporal,
and had served with some degree of distinction in
India and the Pemusular war.  Subsequently he
was stalioned at Gebraliar, and there, num some
pecuhiar circumstance which at the maoment I for-
get, came unver the personal nolce of General
Don. He had a cesuficate as to c. duct and char-
acter from the General, written by himself through-
out. If I mistake not, he bad been orderly for
months together to the old cluef. Atall events,
the testimony borne by btm to PARKER’S services
and character was of no commonplace description,
There was something in the bearning and convers-
ation of this man which arres.»d my attention.
He was in bad health, suffered at intervals acutely
from the effects of a gua-shot wound, and was tre-
quently disabled for weens together from all exer-
tion. Inhis domestic relations -too, he had much
to try lum; his means were narrow, not always
prudently administered, and he had some little
mouths around him clamorous for bread. And yet
no murmur escaped hum : he sufferedon tn silence ;
Lut personal suffering did not render him selfish,
‘Lo ehe out his scanty pension, he resolved on re-
turning to Worcester (still famous for its gloves),
aud there resuming the calling of his boyish days
—leather staining.” Now this department of labor,
though it may be cairied on with tolerable impun.
ity by the strong and henlthy, 13, to the techlu and
the failing, most permcious. Dabblig with the
cold water hour after hour, and walking about 1
garmenis dank and heavy with moisture, tell,
eventually, even upon a vigorous frame.  Imagene,
then, 1ts effecis upon a frame euteevied by u trop-
5ca] climate, and worn down by continuous suffer-

2.
_ & It mauls me, sir, somewhat ! was his cheer-
ful reply to my close iquiries on this powt; one
buter November moraing, His surgeon had told
him, and this I knew, that his only chance, not of
checking hts complainy, for that wasimpossible, but
ot staying 118 progress, was to keep bunsell waim
gmlv}_lry, and to avord, systemaucaliy, cold and
amp.

"0t this { remmded tum.

‘¢ He may wlk,” was his answer,*¢ but these”
~—looking at bis children—* must not starve ¥

Once only his equanimity failed im. I surpris-
ed him one evening in excruciating pain, without
tuel or food tn his dwelling, or money 1o tus pocket,

He then saul to me, the admission was wrung
from bum by bouly and menial agony, ‘‘consides-
ingibe cnpple that e was,and why ; where he had,
served, and how ; he thought that his country
should have doné something more for ‘hini. My
lot,” continued he, *bas been a'hard one; I was
compelled by bad’ bealth to quit Gibraltar. The
doctors ordered me bome ; they said, if I remained
on the Rock six weéks longer, death was certain;
1 obeyed, Three months atter General DoN died,
and to the man who succeeded me 1n my post un-
der him, left his watdrobe, huis arms, bis personal
valuables, what in_tact proved & competence ‘for

life. This was trying; but . certaid'tenets tell'me

that I ought to be satisfied with whatevek poition
of work or labor is allotted me. Fidelity to my
mighty Maker is one point ; tranquility, stillness,
and silence, while I .perform my task, and that
cheerfully, ate others.”

“You are a Mason 7’ said I.

He smiled. ) .

h“l:?u’ may guess wider of the mark than even
that, \

“Why not apply to your brethren in Worcester 3
You are awaro that there there isa lodge ¥,

He shook his head.

¢ A goldier cunnnot beg: it 18 hateful to him: he
fears a repulse from a board of gentlemen at home
far more than an enemy’s bayonet abroad.”

“Then I must act for you. Your case is presss
1ng; and, giving full credit to your narrative from
past experience of your character, I shall now
take my own course, Ofintentionul mis-statement
{ believe you to be incarable.” .

“Ihave my credentials with me,"” said he, calm-
1y.; ““1 was made -in s military lodge in Ireland.
My certificate, duly signed, isinmy oaken chest:
all_ will bear ¢the light,’ ‘and on all is stamped
¢ Fidelity,? »

I'took themtiauve and succeeded. The -order
was worthily represented 1n Worcester then and
vow. The appeal was heard aud heeded. .

Poor ParxER has Jong since escaped from earth-
ly tals and bodily aiiments, and no feclings can be
wounded by referring to his histury. But it may
be instanced as involving a lessun of some moment.
Here wasa man who unquestionably spent the
prime of his life in his country's service. He had
carried her standard and had fought-ter battles,
His blood had flowed freely in her cause. Hisad-
herence to her interests bad cost bm dear. Wounds
which neither ‘skdi nor tune  ld heal, disabled
him (rom exeruon, and senders ute a burden. ~ To
acute bodily suffering positive pii ation wasadded.

Who relieved him? ,

His country? No. She left him to perishona
niggardly penston, Who succored him? The
great Duke, whose debt to the private soldier is so
apparent and overwhelming?- .No. His Grace:
had become a statesman, and in that capacity wrote.
caustic letters (rom any other pen they would have
been pronounced coarse) to those who ventured to
appeal to him. '

Who aided the wounded and sinking soldier 1n
his extremity ? G4

The brotherhood—a secret band, if you will,but
active—which requires no other recoinmendation
sava desert,and no other stimulus than sorrow,

And yet how little 151t understood, and how
strangely misreptesented ! .

In* The Crescent and the cross,”” by Mr. WaRr-
DURTON, there is a glowing passage, w hich winds
up with the remark, *¢ Frecemzsonty, degenerated
in our day into amere convivial boad.”

1 laid down the_volume with a smile und asigh.
A sigh, that a writer of such highly-cultivated n.:»
tellect and generous impulses should have so sadly
misunderstood us. A smile, for taking up anabie
periocical, the Morning Heruid, my eye rested on
ihe passage, *Ths day £3,0u0, contrsbuted 1n lu-
dia prncipaily among the Fieemasons, was lodged
in the Bank of Ireland to the creditof the Manston:
House Committec, for the relief of the destitute
poor in Ireland.” Veighty results, these, from a
sociely which 18 nothing moie than * a mere con=
vivial bond."~Masonic Ecleclic.

_0ld Astley, one evening, when hisband was
playing  ‘an overture, went up to the hom
layers and asked why thei were not playing.
ey said the? had twenty bars rest, ¢ Rest”
said he, ¢ I’ll have nobody rest 1n my coms. .
pany ; I pay you for playing not for resting.”

A poor man once. confined in Bedlam. was.
ill-used by an apprentice, because he would
not tell him whyhe was confined there. The .
unhappy creatire said ‘atlast, ¢ Because'God.
has* deprived me of %~ blessing, which you
never possessed.” - o



