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Alexandria, of which lie was a member,
ivas set at the hour and minute of his
deniise. Then the dlock was stopped,
and it has neyer been permitted to run
nor bave the bands been moved since.

The Masons of Fredericksburg, Va.,
are also now engaged in the undertak-
ing of erecting, a temple as a memorial
of George Washington, who was made
a Mason by that lodge, and was its
m.ost distinguished member. The
Grand (Jhapter and the Grand Com-
mandery of the State have made contri-
butions to the cause, and the Grand
Lodge will also be requested to grive
similêr assistance

WOIËTHY AND WELL QUALI-
PIED.

Arnong the pre-requisite qualifications
for admission into Masonry there is
none more important than that a candi-
date should be worthy and well quali-
fied. He is se declared te, be by the
Stewards at LhI'e door of the lodge be-
fore he is permitted to enter. In his
passage througyh the several degrees the
question is often asked, "lIs lie worthy
and weil quaiified ? " and iL is al ways
answered in the affirmgtive. When
ho first stands before the altar of Ma-
sonry iL is asserted thaL we receive
none knowingly into- our ranks who
are not moral and upright before God
and of good repute before Lhe world,
and this point is eniphasized in all the
lectures and charges of the iiork. IL
would seemu alniost impossible, with
such an examination and safeguards at
the ent-rance te Masonry, that any who
are not worthy and well qualified could
gain admission. So iL would le if the
letter and spirit of these were always
observed and carried out. If the
moral and mental qualifications of a
candidate were scrutinized as closely as
lis physical ones always are ; if the
heart and head were subjected te the
sanie test as the bands and feet, there
would le less chance for a bad man to
cross the threshold of a Iodge. Physi-
cally it is required that a candidate
miust be able to cornply literally with

ail the ceremonies of Masonry, and
mentaily ho shoixld be able to compre.
hend and comply with the obligations
lie assumes, and to display in bis lufe
the tenets of his profession and to prac.
tice the cardinal virtues of Masonry.
The weak point in this, examination of
the fitness of candidates to become
Masons, we apprebend, is thaat it is too
often regarded more as a matter of
form, than of real inquiry. Committees
on character are too often derelict in
their duty. They perhaps have a
slight acquaintance, with the candi-
date, and as his general reputatio'h in
the community is fair, they, witliout
further investigation, take it for grant-
ed that ho is ail righru, and report favor-
abl3,.-i'Iasonic Advocatc.

ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS.

A W. M., writing to the Soitilh
Australian Freemason on the above
suitject says :-"l We have ail of us often
heard bretliren talk about the waste
of money on retreshments, and how
inudl better it wvould be, if -that were
done away with. Now, Sir, I think
that *the social hout' spent in the supper-
room is as much. a necessity for the
succesa of LIe Craft, as even the well

red .rn of our beautiful ritual, fri
that our 18 spent as Masons ouglit to
spend iL, we shall geL to know each other
better; aye, and like each other better
too, than in a year's meeting in the
Lodge-room ; and iL is here 1 think
that a great improvement miglit be
made, and a better attendance secured
at our meetings.

I think at our supper-rooms 'we
are not as brother/y as we miglit be ;
wie look too much like saying, "lexcuse
me, you have the advantage of me."
How often we see reserved brethren
with us for a whole evening, and not
seem to either speak orbe spoken to.

"lNow, I think if every officer and
brother of each Lodge Would Iay them-
selves out to invite brethren of other
lodges and members of their own, who
do not attend regtilarly, and each one
consider himself the host of the evening,
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