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NEW ZEALAND. ALL HAIL!
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CONCURRENT

The Ireemason (Liondon) has, on}

varions occasions of late, taken the
opportunity of expatiating on the
beanties of “‘concurrent jurisdiotion,”
aud to represent it as a most desirable
state for the Craft in Canada and the
Ceolonies. Now, we have the greatest
respect for The Freemason, and look
upon it as the premier Masonic paper
of the world, but we, nevertheless,
find ourselves, at fimes, compelled
totally to disagres with that journal,
and never more so than when it deals
with Colonial Craft muiters. The
Freemason has always had s horror of
tke creation of independent Grand
Lodges in the British Colonies and
Deﬁendefiﬁé,s, and rarely loses an
opportunity of att.cking any move-
ment having for its objech the estab-

lishment of Mascnis self-government
in a Colony—oven although the move-
ment may be sapported by what is
prectically the unenimous voice of
the Orafi in the Colony interested.
We have only to mention the case of
South Austzalia to justify ourselves
in this assertion. Iu a loaderette on
the application of the ‘Grand Liodge
of South Awustralin for recognition
from the Home Grond Liodges, The
Frecmason not only attempted to throw
cold water on the new Grand Lodge,
but most unfairly charged the Creft

JURISDICTICN,

of the Colony with being swayed by
sn inordinate desire for titular dis.
tinotion, The Freemason sppears to
‘congidar that it is a kind of treason,
undsr any ciroamstances, for the
| Craft in any Colony or dependensy to
aspire to the privilege of aufonomy,
and is never tired of pointing out how
thankful we in the Colonies should be
to be rated by the Grand Lodges of
England, Treland, and Sootland. We
do not wish to say anything hard of
The JFreemason on account of ihe
conservative policy that it advocates,
bat are quite willing to believe that
it is thoroughly honest in intention
and actuated by & sincere desire for
the welfare of the Oraft. Neverthe-
less, it is plainly to ba seen that when
decling with Colonial Masonic sub-
jeots its judgment is warped by loscal
bigs, and that when auy movementis
on foot which will in any way lessen
the enormous jurisdiction of the
Grand Liodge of England it is unable
to weigh feirly the pros and cons of
the matfer. We are pleased, how-
ever, that the Grand Liodges of Eng-
land, Ireland, and Scotland do not so
narrow down their judgments, bub
are always ready to desl fairly with
any demand from the Colonies fur
recognition of locel cutonomy. The
Freemason hes recently been led to
hold up to view the beauties of “*con-
current jurisdiction,” for the henefit
of o distracted Craff in Quebce. A
dispute hes been golag on for yaars




