FARMING

Vor. XV.

SEPTEMBER 14T1H, 1897.

No. 2.

FARMING

AN ILLUSTRATED WKFAIY 11 RNAY DPRVOTED T PARMING AND

THR FARMER'S INTRRESTS.

Published evzry 1uesday by

THE BRYANT PRESS,
20 Bay STrReRT . ToroNTO, CANADA,

Qulucriptione in Canada and the United States, $i o0 per year. in
advance . ~a munths su vents, thiee munths 25 cents.  la all countrics
1n the Postal Lo, $1 su a yoa in advance

The Jate upposite the name un the Address Tabel indiiares the time
to which a subscnption 13 paid, and the changing of the date i
suffivicnt acknowledgmens of the payment of a subsenption  Wnen
this change s nut made promptly aotfy us  In ordenng «hange of
address, besure 1o give tae old address as weil as the new,

FARMING will be sent 10 all subscribers until a notice by pust card
or letter 1o discontinue is teceived and all arrears are paid up. Re
turaing & paper 18 aut s notice to discontinue.  All arrears must be
paid up Yefure a name can be taken fruom our hist. All remittauces
should be made by P.O. money order, express money order, or_regis-
tered lctter.  Sending moncy 1n an uniregitercd letics 1> unsafe, and
will be ar the senders risk

Advertising rates furnished on application

All commumications should Le addressed to * FARMING, 20 Hay

ticet, lorunty, Canada.’

Representative fur Great Britain and Ireland, W W Cnarman,
Fitzalan House, Arundel St., Strand, LoNDON, ENG.

TOPICS FOR THE WEEK
Will it be Wise to Hold Wheat for a Rise?

The great question before the Canadian farmer
at the present moment is—which will be the better
thing to do—to hold wheat for a nse n price,
or to sell at present prices? The reason that
wheat has recently risen in price 1s that there 1s a
shortage 1n the European crop of wheat of ahout
300,000,000 bushels; and at the same time a
shortage n the rye crop of about 400,00c,000
bushels, and a shortage w the potato crop of about
1.000,000,000 hushels.  Russia, Gertnany, Austria,
Bulgarna, Roumania, France, Italy, Holland and
Belgium usuvally produce about 1,300,000,000 of
rye and 3,0co0,000,000 of pntatoes. This year
these same countries have preduced only about
goo,000,000 bushels of rye, and about 2,000,-
000,000 bushels of potatoes. The demand on
their wheat crop, therefore, will be far greater than
it would have been f therr rye crop and therr
potato crop had been normal, and in ronsequence
they will have a still less quanuty of wheat tosell.
Coupled with this vast European shortage are de-
mands for wheat from countries which usually
have wheat to sell.  Argentina, for some time past
the heaviest competitor America has had n the
world’s wheat market, 1s tins year buying wheat
and flour. So also 1s Indw. So also are Brazl
and Austraba.  And even in North America there
1s a comparative shorlage. Good as this year’s crop
of wheat 18 compared with what it was last year,
1t ts probably not so good by 50 or 6o millions of
bushels as 1t was first reported to be. and it is said
to be 75,000,000 less than it was in 1891, in which
year there was also a great European shortage, and
wmwhich year also wheat was muchincreased inprice.
All these facts tend to support the opinion that
for some time to come, say for three or four
months, the price of wheat will rule higher rather
than lower. But on the other hand it must he
remembered that so excellent are the facilities for
making estimates now compared with what they
were a few years ago, itis probable that the world’s
shortages have been pretty well reckoned up and
taken into consideration by those who buy. Again,
there is no doubt that the United States and
Canadian farmer is in a better position to hold
back his wheat than his competitors in other coun-
tries, so that it is probable that much American
wheat will be held back for arise. When this
“held back” wheat is put on the market it wilt have

a tendncy (though we do not think the effect will
Le serous) to lower prices. Taking everything
into cynsideration, however, we would say that we
do not think the Canadian farmer has any reason
to fear a serivus decrease in the price of wheat for
some months.  If, therefore, he is 1n a positivn tu
hold his wheat for 2 month or two, or perhaps
longer, he will run comparatively little risk in
doing so, and by doing so he may et a higher
price by say 10 or even 2o cents than what he now
could get  But this 1s a matter he cannot be sure
of He shoild, however, watch the progress of
the markets carefully, and then act according tc
his best judgment.

Is the High Price for Wheat a Permanency?

Every Canadian farmer should study the wheat
quus.ivn scrivusly.  Above all things, he should not
be carried away by mere appearances.  \Vheat 1s
now about twenty-five cents a bushel higher than
it was a year ago. We fear that many farmers
believe that this increase of price will be a perma-
nent matter , that it is the turn in the tide they
have been so long luooking for; and that the days
of low priced wheat will not return again.  We
wish we could hold out any such hope, but we
cannot. Wheat is a crop capable of almost um-
versal production, and the area of wheat growth 1s
destined to be almost infimtely increased.  Agri-
culture 1s making wonderful advances in countries
that are only half civilized, and wheat is the first
crop which the newly instructed agriculturabst
learns to raise.  The facihues of Asia, alone, for
supplying wheat to the world’s markets are possible
of increase by almost a thousand fold. Twenty-
five years ago scarcely any wheat was brought to
London from dozens of countries that now supply
that market withwheatregularly. Intheneattwenty-
five years the area of wheat pruduction will increase
even much more rapidly than i tae last twenty-
five. Agarnst this increase in the area of produc-
uon must be set, of course, the pussible great
increase in the population of consumption. In
twenty-five years millions of people who now never
see wheat bread will then be regular users of it.
But at the most it is scarcely likely that the in-
ctease of consumption will more than make up
for the increase of production. The probability s
that increase of consumption will be far outrun by
increase of production. The normal price of
wheat, therefure, in all probability will not keep
up to its present notch, but will fall back to what
1t was a year or two ago, when the world’s produc-
tion was not characterized by universal shortages.
This 15 the plain state of the case, and every man
should govern himself accordingly. Glad as we are
to hail the present rule of high prices we cannot
think it will endure beyond the existence of the
cause which has brought it into existence, this
cause being a skorfage in the wheat erop of every
wheat producing country in tre world except a por-
tion of the North American continent, together with
a shortage of other food crops—rye, potatoes, etc.
—in many countries. The moral of all this 1s that
the Canadian farmer must remember that his
business is #0f wheat growing, except in so far as
wieat-growing is incidentally helpful to him in
working out a rotation of crops necessary to mixed
farming,

Keep ore Sheep.

If there is one piece of advice the Canadian farm-
er can bank onit is this : Keep more sheep. Thereis
scarcely a farm in the country that could not easily
increase its revenue byfollowingthisadvice, Canada
is destined to be a big sheep-producing country

Everything favors the indastly —chmate, soil, the
abundance of our water, the genus of our people
for the industry, the suntability of the industry to
that style of mixed farming which 1s best for our
people to follow, and our convenience of access to
the English market.  There s not a single dis
ability existing in Canada against profitable sheep-
raising.

As we said in last week's I vk ating, sheep-raising
is the English farmer's salvauon.  When every-
thing else fails, it 1s the sheep that pays s rent.
Now the condinions of the Canadian farmer and
the Enghsh tarmer are identical so far as the pro-
priety of sheep-raising is concerned.  We cannot
expect to continue to grow gran for sale profit-
ably.  We must adopt a system of muxed farming,
We have to compete in the Britsh market with
those who can grow wheat and other grains more
cheaply than we can, and with thoese that can
grow certain grades of meat more cheaply than we
can.  Our resource, therefure, 1s to grow those
products in which we can defy competition.  Govod
mutton is one of them. The only obstacle is the
comparative difficulty of reaching the English mar
ket  That difficulty, thanks to our cold-sturage
and chilled-air system of transportation, i> now
almost over.  In the near future we shall be sead-
ing thousands of carcasses of sheep and lambs
weekly to Liverpool. The only requireinent s
that we shall produce mutton equal in quality with
Enghsh mutton.

But, in addition we have th: United States mar-
ket for sheep, which despue the Dingley Bill s
not wholly unfavorable to us. Only a week or two
since, one American buyer canie vver here and 1in
one ioeek bought $4,500 worih of Canadian sheep.
And this was not an exceptional case.  Ti.ere have
been a lot of such buyers this year. It
pays the American bayer who needs our w.ui to
come over here and buy the sheep, ather than
the wool of the sheep. The duty un the sheep is
only $1.50, while the duty on the wool alone would
average $1.92.

And then there is the American lamb market.
We are weekly sending over a good many lambs to
Buffalo and other American points. In the Buf
falo market prime Canadian lambs range about
25 centsa head higherthan thoseofthe **States, "and
this bonus helps to pay the Dingley duty of 75
cents a head.  But we are assured by those who
know that even when we have to pay the whole of
this duty, the production of lambs for the Buffalo
market is a profitable business for the Canadian
sheep grower.

Then there is the English market for live sheep
and lambs, This is at present our main hold. At
one time our expurt to England, under this head,
was larger than it now is, but the schedaling of
our sheep, owing to the clamor of the British farin-
er for protection, has made it now imperative that we
send nothing over but prime, well fattened stock.
Our sheep export has in consequence decreased.
‘I'his branch of the trade, therefore, is exactly in
the same position as is the trade in carcasses ; we
cannot hope to develop it unless we raise the best
quality of mutton-producing stock. But this we
are able, and ought to be willing, to do.

Then there is the wool. The duty on wool sent
into the United States (12 cents a pound for un-
washed wool) is practically prohibitory. But there
is an immense demand for wool in England, anda
fairly good demand for wool in Canada, and there
is therefore no reason n the world, .why our wool
trade should not be tremendously developed.
Sad to say, however, it has in regent years tremen-
dously fallen off,. We are informed by a well-



