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GEOGkAPHY.

THE LARGEST TREES IN THE
WORLD -A recent article in Science
(No. 523, Feb. 10, 1893. p. 76)· re'
peats the old idea, which has been
frequently refuted, that the Sequoia
gigantia, or Big Tree of California is
the largest tree known. It has been
shown many times that these trees are
surpassed in both height and girth by
the gum trees of Australasia. A large
number of species are known, and
many of them are mentioned in Baron
von Mueller's "Extra Tropical Plants,"
recently reviewed in these columns.
An extract from this book will be of
interest as giving the dimensions of
some of these immense trees. Of
Eucalyptus amygdalina it is said :-

" In sheltered, springy, for'est glens
attaining exceptionally to a height of
over 400 feet, there forming a smooth
stem and broad leaves, producing also
seedlings of a foliage different from
the ordinary form of E. amygdalina,
which occurs in more open country,
and has small narrow leaves and a
rough brownish bark. The former
species ofvariety, whicli has beencalled
Eucalytus regnans, represents prob-
ably the loftiest tree on the globe.
Mr. J. Rollo of Yarragon measured a
tree which was 410 feet high. An-
other tree in the Cape Otway ranges
was found to be 415 feet high and 15
feet in diameter where cut in felling,
at a considerable height above the
ground. Another tree measured 69
feet in circumference at the base of
the stem; at 12 feet from the ground
it had a diameter of 14 feet; at 78
feet a diameter of 9 feet; at 144 feet
a diameter of 8 feet, and at 210 feet a
diameter of 5 feet. [Thus, at a height
in the air exceeding the height of al-
most every North American forest
tree, this specimen had a diameter
equal to most of our largest forest
trees at the ground.] Other.trees are
known with a stem circumference of
66 feet at 5 feet from the ground.

Prof. Wilson and Colonel Ellery ob-
tained at Mount Sabine a measure-
ment of 21 feet 8 inches in diameter
of a stem, where cut, the length being
380 feet. Colonel Ellery had repeat-
edly reports of trees seven axe-handles
in diameter, and he met a tree on
Mount Disappointment with a stem
diameter of 33 feet at about 4 feet
from the ground." Other species
also attain enormous size. Eucalyptus-
diversicolor is known to grow 400
feet high, and trees have been
measured 300 feet long without a
branch ! Boards 12 feet wide can
frequently be obtained. E. globulus
grows 300 feet high arid furnishes
ship keels 120 feet long. E. obliqua
also attains 300 feet in height and io,
feet in diameter. A note in a recent
number of Garden and Forest men-
tions a tree in Victoria 471 feet in
height.

The colossal size of the trees of this
genus is not the only peculiar feature-
they possess. Some are of exceeding-
ly rapid growth, an, are at the sane-
time very durable. Eucalyptus anyg-
dalina, for example, grew to a height
of 50 feet in 8 years in the south
of France. E. citriodora grew 20 feet
high in 2 years in a district subject to
protracted drought; and a trunk 40
feet long and 20 inches in diameter
only broke after a flexion of 17 inches,
under a pressure of 49 tons. E.
corymbosa is very durable, fence posts
that had been in the ground for 40
years showing hardly any decay. E.
globulus grew 6o feet high in 11 years
in California, and in Florida 40 feet
in 4 years, with a stem a foot in dian-
eter.. The writer has seen trees in
California, two years after planting
the seed, 20 feet high ; and the wood,
although easily cut when green. be-
comes almost as hard as iron when
dry. In Guatemala it grew 120 feet
feet in 12 years and had a stem diam-
eter of 9 feet. Railway sleepers made
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