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THE BRITISH AMERICAN CULTIVATOR.

AN EASY METHOD OF MANAGING BEES.;frcquenny the cause of their destruction by the
IN THE MOST PROFITABLE MANNER muth. wich is miro particulurly explined in

a2 1y ramarks on Rutles 2 und 10,
TO THEIR OWNER. The chamber of the hive shonld hold about two-

The above is the title ofa neatly printed manual,, ihirds as much as the lower apartment, and be
trhich was lately presented to us by Mr. Davidjmade purfeeily tght, 80 as to exclide all l'ight
Leflar, of Churchville, Home District. Me. L +from tho windows of the drawer, and alio to pro-

) . . jtect them from the chidly night-girs—otherwise,
informe us that he has followed eut in detail th . tue culd arr of mght so siters the condition of the

vlirectiune of the autlior, and his effuris have been , anumal h a 1n cho drawer, that the bees are com.

srawned with succoss,

1€ the Canadian farmers would turn their at-
tention largsly to the management of Bees, the
srticle of homey would very shortly become a
considerable item om our list of exports to Eng-
bnd. Immense quantities of honey is imported
yearly fato the Mother Country frum Holland and
sther continental countries, all of which might be
gupplied from this country if the people would only
durn their attention to the business.

1n the hope that the management of Bees wali
rceive more attention than formerly by the Ca
ssdian population, we shall publish the manun!
bofore usin thepresent and four subsequent numbeas
& the Cultivator.

RULE 1.
On tke Construction of a Bee Iive.

A Bee-Hive should be made of sound bosrds,

fee from shakes and cracks; it should also be

ned smooth, inside and out, mads 1n a work.
ananlike manner, and painted white on its ov side,
Remarxs.—That a Bee-Hive should be mad»
fect, so s t0 exclude light and air, is obviou-
wm the fact, that the bees will fimish what the
werkman has neglected, by plastering up all anch
emcks and crevices, or bad joints, asare lefi open

by the joiner. The substance they use for thie’

yarposo is neither honey nor wax, but a kind of
.gue, or cement of their own manufecturing, and
1sused by the bees, to fill up all imperfect j ints
axd exclude all light, and air. This cement, or
.gve, is very congenial to the growth of the Moth,
jathe first steges of its existenze.

The moth-miller, eaters the hive, generally, in
the night—makes an incision into the glue, or
etment, with her sting, and leaves her eges dne
Josited in the glue, where it remains secure from
tho bees; it being guarded by the timber on its
sdes. Thus, while a maggot, (larva.) the moth
wes the cement for food unul 1t arrives so far to
wards a state of maturity as to be able to #pin a
web, whick is more fully explained in remarks on
Rale 10.

The sizs of a hive should be in accordance with
the strictest rules of cconomy. and adapted to
the peculiar nature and economy of the honey-
bee, in order 1o make them profitable to their
owner.

The lower apartment of the hive, where they
styre their food, raise their young bees, and per
foern their ordinary labors, should hold as much
asa box of thirteen inches and one-half or four-
tesn inches square, or one bushel.

Nature has fixed certain principles in the pecu.
lim instinct of the honey-bee, which are unalter-
abe by human wisdom.—(See Gencral Ob:er
vafons.)

If the hive is much larger than tha one already
described, the bees cannot work to advantage, and
will not be likely to fill the drawers in severa!
yours if they swarm, and their prosperity depends
principally on swacming, for it is their nature to do
so,and ¥ny g t whick racts thexr
aural babits, impedes them ia their labors, and
sotders them of lLitle profit to their owaer; and

<hey finally rua out, or come to aneadinafew:

Bees inlarge hives never swarm; and those in
hives much Jess than the one alrcady descnibad
dobat litle eles than maive youngz bees, and lsy
op a nufficient quaatity of food to supply them
tirough the coming winter, and are more lisblo to
b4 rodbed.

Allbives of baer that swarm, are lisble to

rm 100 much, snd reduce tteir colonivs so low

sumbevs a3 10 materinily iujure thom,_and s

*

peiled to hie 1 idieness uotl an equitibrium can

i be formed 1n the box the following day. Bevs
i muke cemb an the mght. and fill up the cells with
y honey i 1ho day-ume, Comb s made of honey,
cuminated 1o tae st hs of the working bees :
1t exudes from the 1ntertor of its abdomen, aud
(1irms 10 hitte fl ikes hetwixe its folds, and 18 taken
by the bees in thesr mouth from thence, =nd
weided on to enlarge the cells and il up therr
tenement with cumb. Now, as it requires an
gexacl uniformity of heat in all cases to make
jcomb aud erlarg > the cells of a colony, we are
jsble to account for the fact that bees will store
much 1ore honcy 1n drawers than caps, which
ate mere expused 10 the cold and damp air of
mght, .

Drowers should be smal), hke No. 2, 4, and 8,
for all purposes except such as are uged fur mui
uplying coionttes and transferrieg swarms, which
! stiould always bz large, Iike No. 1.

Hives should have clcats on their sides, so as
fto guspend them i the air, some distance from
t1he floor of the spiary, the beuer to secure the
| bees from destruction by muce, repules, and other
‘vermin,

¢ The back side, or resr of the lower apartment
"of the tuve, should slant forward 80 as to render
the same smaiier a the bottem, the beuter to
secure the csmbs from failing when cracked by
. traet, or neatly melied in hot weather.

No umbers or hoards should be placed very
{near the lower edges of the hive, beciuso 1t faciite
i tates the enteance of depreda ars.  That the back
ts1do shou d slant furward, is obvious from the fact,
i that bees geaerally rest one edge of their combs
jon that mide, and twld towards the front in such a
{manner as 10 enter upon the same sheet where
| they ntend 10 depont thur stores, when they first

enter the hive, wichout bemg compelled 10 tuke
’any unneccsury ll\!p!-

| Thebottom of the hive should slant downward
i from the front, so as to affird the greates® faciluy
! 1o the bees to clear theirt of all offensive
' substances, and let the water, which is occasioned
! by the brenth and vapor of the bees, run off 1n cold
|weather. It also aids the bees very much in
{ preventing the entrance of robbezs,

The bottom board should be suspended by
tstaples and hooks near each corner of the hive,
tin such a manner as to afford a free entrance and
| egress to the beeson all its sides, which will better
enal;lc them to keep their tenement clear of the
moths.

There should be a button attached to the lower
iedge of the rear of the h:ve, g0 as to enable the
{apiarisn to govern tha bottom board in such a
manner as to give all the ajr they need, or close
the hive at plessure.

The hive should have two sticks placed at equal
distances, extending from front to rear, resting on
the 1car, with 8 screw driven ihrough the front
into the end of the stick, which holds it {astia its
place, arnd a veatilator near the top of the lower
| apartment of the hive, 1o let off the vapor which
trequently causes the death of the bees 1athe
wioter by freezing.

The door to the chamber should be made 10 fit
inthe rabitings of the same against the jams, in
such a manner 3s to exclude the light from the
windows of the drawers, and alsv to preveat the
entrance of the lutiesnts. Itshculd also be hung
by butte, or fustencd by & bar, raaning vertically
across the contre of the door, and confned by
ytaplesat each end.  The under side of the cham-

ber foor shiouid be planed smootb, then scratchen
{ with asharp scratch, 30 o6 to raise Little ndgos, tu
,emble the beeos to hold fast, otherwise they may
i 1111 suddenly upon the boltom board, which may
induce them to leave the hive and flse 10 the
woods. That the inaide of the hive should be
, made smooth is evidont, fcom the fact that comb

!

adheres much morte firmly to & smooth board
than it does to the small fibres, or splinters which
are left by the saw, aud the comb is less likely
to drop.

Syme good manigers of bees, have recom.
mended rubbing the inside of the sides of the hive
with bees-wax, to enuble the bees to hold fan
antil they had secured the comb at the top of the
hive, where they always commence their lubors.
Tue old custom o washing the hives with saltard
witer, sweet herDs, and other substances, to give
them a pleacant ¢flluvis, should be speedily
abolished.

When bees dle, the hive should be cleared of it
contents, and scraped out, and the chamber rub.
bed with a cloth wet 1n clear water, then set in its
place in the amary, ard there letitstand unti!
wanted for use. An old hive thus prepared, is
beuter than & new one fur the reception of & swarn
of bees. The task, which is atduous and dificuls
in attaching the comb to the new wood, in this
case, has been accomplished by the. previous
swarm.

Note —It is found by experiment that the combs
in ail hives, under two years old, that are robbed,
die of starvanon, or otherwise, may be preserved
tor a new swarm, which forwards the Jsbors of »
new colony, neacly huif, if the combs remain ina
good stute of prescrvation. The apianian should
examina befure using, to seo that the hive is clear
from spiders and cobwebe,

These should be three sheet-iron slides, which
answers for a whole establisiment.  Oae oif which
should be ncarly as wide a3 the chamber, and one
or two inchea longer than the length of the cham-
ber. The other two stiould be the same longth of
the fitst, and half its widih ouly.

All'bives, and all their appenlages, should be
made exactly of a size, and shape, in the same
apiary. The trouble of equalizing colonies in far
lesa than it is to accommodate luves to swarms.
Much preplexity, and sometimes serious difficulties
occur, whero the spiarian uses different sized
hives, and drawers.  But this part of the subject
will be more fully discussed under its proper rule.

A perfect snow-white is the best color for a bes
hive. Allshades of colors are conductors of heat
and cold, in proportion to their proximity towards
a perfectblack. It is better 20 let the hive remain
the color of the waod than paint any shade of
color, which may be the cause of melting the
combs in summer, or {reez’ng the bees in winter.
[o preserve the greatest unformity of temperatucs
in the nve, both summer and winter, the apiarian
will find 1t tor his intercst to make all his hives of
plank at least one and & haif inch thick, er beards
three-fourths of an inch thick, doubled in euch s
manner as to cxcludes insects from the jointe.

RULE 1.
Oa Sxarming and Hiving.

The spiatian, or bee-owner, should hava his
hives in readincss, and ia their places in the
apiary, with the drawers in their chambers, bot
tom up, 30 2310 prevent entrance.

When a swarm comes forth, and bas alighied,
cut off the limb, if convenient, (unless the hiveris
used)—shake it gently, wo #s 10 disengage the
bees, and let them fall geatly onto the table,
board or ground, (s the case may be,)—place the
hive over them before many rise iato tbe air, wking
care attlic same time 10 lay one or more sticks ia
such & manner as 1o 1aise the hive so as to gine
the becs rapid ingress and egress. If the bees
act reluctantly in taking possession of their new
habitation, disturb them by brushing them with a
goosc-quill or some other instcument pot haseh,
and they will svon enter. In case it is fi
necossary o invert tho hive to receive the bees,
(which is frequent from their menner of alighting,)
then first securcthe drawers dowa to the fisor, by
inserting a handkerchief or something above them:
now invert the hive and shake or brush the bems
into it: now ture it getly right dad ap to the
able, or other place, observing the rule aforessid:

Rexanxs.—Bees swarm from 9 o'clock ia the
morning tu 3 o'clock in the nfiernoon om & fair day,
differing ia the season acoording to the cliseste.
In Vermont, they gercrally swarm from the middle
of May to the 15th of July: in.late seasons seme
Jster. 1 have kadwn them to swarm sa oatly as7



