sed for manurial purposes.

In consequence of the cold and wetness of
he spring, a state of things which I amsorry to
ay continues to the present date, the grain
rops generally wore an unpromising aspect.
'his, [ wm informed, is generally the case
hroughout the British Islands. The wheat is
hir upon the ground, very weakly, and will
fees warm and suitable weatber immediately to
gex ze an average crop. The prospect at pres-
nt, I should say, is decidedly against an aver-
hoe being realized. Spring grain of all des-
riptions is looking indifferently, and the hay
rop, unless more genial weather sets in, will be
ut indifferent. It has rained, more or less, al-
Shost every day, since I left Quebec on the 9th
lt, to the present time, with a temperature
pany degress below the average. The grain
harkets have therefore an upward tendency, and
Bill soon assume, I fear, a serious aspect if the
resent weather should continue much longer.
Wops, which are extensively cultivated in this
Bt of the kingdom, are louking, X think, com-
Weratively better than grain, but the prevailing
Wt and cold keeps them back. On naturally
Warm soils, and where the ground has been
oroughly drained, all kinds of crops are look-
B better; but even there the prospect is not
lcouraging. The same may be said of the
Mhrseries and market gardens around London,
hich have suffered much from the ungenial
Beather and high winds. There was a good
ospect for fruit, but the late cold and storms
e thou zht to have been injurious.

B Last Wednesday I went to the Crystal Palace,
Whcre the charity children connected with the
Borch in London assembled, isstead of at St.
hul's Cathedral, as bas been the custom for a
eat many years. The great Handel Orchestra
filled with some four thousand children,
ssed in the Sunday costumes of their respec-
¢ schools. The arranging of the children,
d their various quaint costumes had a very
Rrosing effect, which was heightened to a de-
Qee which no words can describe wheun they
¢ up 1o sing, accompanied by the magnificent
an, with an audience in front of near thirty
gusand elegantly dressed persons, of both
@es.  Ascene like this once witnessed will be
Ageembered with pleasure s iong as the mind
ures,  After singing some half dozen pieces
sacred music, the performance concluded with
national anthem, which was sung with great
pct, and the scholars betook themselves to
ious games in the extensive and beautiful
unds which surround this magpificent, and I
i going to say, unearthly structure.

n coming up from Manchester to London a
bfleman happened to be in the railway car-
ke with me who was going to the colony of
ftal in Africa. There were two other passen-
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sosits in the most regular manner the sced and jcoln, and the other I understood was a barnster.
he manure with one operation. Large quanti- | The question soon arose relative to the com-
ies of fine bone ard rape dust, guano, &c., are | parative advantages of our different colonies as

emigration fields; and a sort of discussion, in a
conversational style, was kept up for upwards
of an hour and a half. I had of course to set
forth and defend the claims of Canada, about
which in two or three points my opponents
evinced a lamentable want of correct informa-
tion. Having set them right, I gzave them some
of the pamphlets with which I had been furhished
by Mr. Hutton, of the Bureau of Agricnlture,
which I find very convenient and useful, par-
ticularly in my intercourse with the people of
the agricultural districts.

I purpose being in Paris the end of the week,
to attend the National Agricultural Exhibition
of France, on which I hope to send vou some
hasty notes in my next. i

X,

Grape Culture in Canada,

We copy from Mr. Hutton's Report of the
Sureau of Agiiculture, the chief part of a highly
interesting correspondence on the subject of the
practicability of suecessfully cultivating the
grape in this country, for the purpose of wine-
makinz.  We cannot help thinkiny that Mr, De
Courtenay is sumewhat too sanguine in his esti-
mate of the adaptation of the climate of Canada
for this purpose. Experience has shown that
there is something peculiar in the American cli-
mate in regard to grape cultivation. In cases
where from careful observation and comparisons,
there was thought to be good reason for antici-
pating full success in the culture of the Euro-
pean vine, actual trials have been only followed
by disappointments.  There has been some in-
fluence or other preventing the vine from adapt-
ing itself to <ituations on this continent which
seemed on a cursory view entirely suited to it,
that the most experienced cultivators could not
fully understand. But the subject is one well
deserving attention.  Although the European
vine may not succeed, there is nv difficulty in
favorable situations with varieties of the native
grape. Whether a good article of wine can be
produced, however, in such quantities, and over
such considerable areas of country as to make
the product one of commercial importance, has
yet got to be shown.  There can be no doubt
of the truth of Mr. De Courtenay’s remark, in
which Professor Hincks quite agrees with him,
that if' Canada could become known as a wine

B:. one & magistrate of the County of Lin- [ producing country, the effect in creating a favor-



