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patience to wait, and hence they cling, many of them, to the exclusive use of varieties
which, in years of disease, result in the loss of half of the crop.

Among seeding of the saine family, those that ripen the earliest in the season soonest
acquire fitness for the table. Thus, among those which I have disseminated for the Iast
two y cars, the Pale Blush Pink Eye, (a seedling of 1850,) which ripens rather early, lias
already a high character of excellence for the table. So also, anong the seedlings of
1852, the Utica Pink Eye and the Oieida Pink Eye, (two varieties looking alniost exantly
alike,) are both quite early. These two sorts are not only inuch better for the table than
the Black Dianond, which belongs to the same family, but are intrinsically so.

In conclusion, should the present hot weatlier continue long, nothing can save the ol
and feeble sorts froim extensive injury by disease. Indecd, farther south, where the
weather nay have been hotter and the rains heavier, such disease imay have already beei
developed. C. E. Goomiticix.

August 15.-The preceding sheets written on the 5th, were laid aside that I muight
watch the progress of the disease. In the interval of ten days we have had three lieavy
rains-on the 10th 1, on the 12th and 13ih 2, and on the 14th 1:, inches, making, witi
the previous leavy rain of the 4th, eight inches of water in the first half of the mointh.
The temperature meanwhile bas been variablc, soinetiies sultry, as in similar weather
in 1850, '51, and '55; but on the whole mtuch cooler than in those years, and cooler than
fron the 19ti of July to the 5th of August, of this year.

The increase of mildew on the crop bas been less iaoid tIan I apprehended at the for-
mer date. But it has been steadily increasing being iost apparent on fields closcly
planted on a rich soil of clay or clay gravel, and wlere lying flat and not well drained.

There is almst everywhere an unusually large growth of vines, which exliibit a sappy
and tender condition, because grown rapidly in hot, and for the most part damp weatlier.

The coummunity here are pretty generally anticipating extensive disease. Some large
fields are entirely defoliated. In others the nildew is exhibited iii patelies. lu otlhers
the slightest indications orly of it are seen in the shape of snall brown spots thiinly
spread over the inner and lower Icaves. Diseased tubers are occasionally secn, but may
be expected to increase rapidly.

August 18th.-Yesterday we cndured a cold east storni, beginning the preceding niglt
and continuing until 2 o'clock p. ni. The resuîlt according to different mieasurcinemits,
varies fron 2, to 31 inches of water. The late hoavy rains, and this last one especially,
threatens the potatue crop vith a new and urusual danger; I refer to that arising fron
the influence of water on the tubers.

It is well known that well ripened potatoes in the wet weather of autunin, will bear
imniersion in water, while yet not dug, for two or three wveeks without danger. The
india rubber like closeness of the skin resists the action of cold water a long tine. But
in the unripe state of the tuber, and anid the warmth of suuner, the case is entirely
different. The late rains have kept the soil of niany fields very wet for the last two
weeks. That of yesterday covered miany with standing water. Such exposure of pota-
toes to water results in a soft rot, leaving the flesh usually white. In the present time
this cause vill interact with disease technically so-called. And cien fields wisely plait-
cd with reference to tinte. culture, soil and seed, wliere no danger of disease need have
been apprehended, nay yet suffer from this additional cause.

Tropical plants are now, as they aliways arein such weatlicr, in avery hicalthy condition.
I refer to such varieties as cucuibers, toinatoes, squashes, ielons of all sorts, peppers,
egg plants, corn, &c. Many of thenm, however, are a little late in fruiting, altihough
considering the lateness with which they were planted, the fruit is perhaps in an ordi-
navy state of forwardness, the inpulsiveness of thie central summier having restored the
backwardness occasioned by the lateness and coldness of May and June.

But, although tropical plants are generally prosperous under the var.m wet veather
of the present season, we mnay expect that :nany hardy plants will suffer, such as apples,
plums, walnuts, cabbage and turnips-the two latter particularly, when such weveat.lier
extends into the autumnn. The fruits and nuts mentioned are rarely as sound and eu-
during in seasons like the prcsent, as in those which are dry -and cooler.

It is with dceep regret, Messrs. Editors, that I send you this 0omminuniention. The
extent of ground devoted to potatues lier tlis year is very large. The prospect of a large
and lealthiful crop a, tiree veeks ago, very flattering. S!o .ld the nmorbid indieations
lere rapidly deieloping, extend widely uier our country, we may he led to fear a more
fatal pervasion of potatoe lisease than Las ever before aflictcd it. While we bow subilis-


