234 Tk HISTORY of

But is it not poffible to remove thofe
reafons ? ‘

I am afraid not. " -

Would it not then, my dear Madam, be
moft prudent to break off 2 connexion,
which can anfwer no purpofe but making

“both unhappy ?

Iownit would, but prudence was never

a part of my charaer. Will you forgive
and pity me, Lady Belmont, when 1 fay,
that, though [ fec in the ftrongeft light my
own indifcretion, I am not enough miftrefs
of my heart to break with the man to
whom 1 have only a very precarious and
diftant hope of being united? There is
an enchantment in his friendthip, which
‘1 have not force of mind to break through;
he is my guide, my guardian, proteétor, -
friend ; “the only man I ever loved, the
man to whom the laft receffes of my heart
are open: muit I give up the tender ex-
quifite, refined delight of his converfation,
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