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THE VICTORL4 COLONIST

?"comes, he will rise and clap his arms and stamp 
up and down the lane to stir his blood. It :s 
the-hour '.hen the late sptin^ frosts spread over 
the land their hasty garments of rime, to be 
wiped away in a few moments by the sun that 
is already approaching the horizon. It is as if 
the heat of the day that is gone and that of

The change from sleeping in to sleeping^ fuge from inclement weather. One may pass In/f aTshorttnly^y"this one (By Quartos in the Manchester Guardian). and {aster on the -‘Catholic” than the
is not merely a question of running your bed the hours entirely in the open and make of the ccdd hour. At this moment the Convocations of Can “Protestant” side
on to a verandah when the warm weather comes summer a real festival of outdoor life. It is all . . , t bestir mvself to witness the terbury and York are engaged in an attempt . , ,. r,and adjusting a screen to shield your face from ycry good; good t0 breakfast with the wagtail gre£^scene of the pSce.^Tilll notte content to revise the Prayer-book. “Letters of Busi- attempt » rn^deto draft a new Or-
the eastern *unn srmiestSun£co a ÏhangT on the lawnjorv a “mpa"io,n *°.sharfe lu”cb this time with a momentary glance, but must ness” were a year ago addressed to them by of ^promise ; that is, in the direction
T Tr? J ïrœîS in wimer with ? blundenmr bumble bee that has tumbled watch the grand crescendo to its climax, from His Majesty, especially pointing to the vesti- J permitting diversity of use or allowing of
As l?ng f° t'° “ht rest oure out of the creePersV II 15 ?ood’as tbe shadowS the time when first the moon is blanched by arian controversy. Convocation has there- whfte encharistic vestments; for rubrics can
quarters a mg f,. - t *4 lengthen out in the evening, to sit at dinner the growing dawn and fresh detail comes into fore addressed itself loyally to this difficult do much more than give sanction to ex-
and simple and one asks or no but ^ and watch the rabbits gambolling on the turf view where only outHne existed, through the question. I iay “difficult” advisedly for no lsting practices. But it is certain that a ve-
vion. But to s P C . P ..P, ’-d by the edge of the wood and young lambs play- long and gradual quickening of the soft grey one can form any conception of the hornets bernent opposition would come from the
speak, to miss all the to lose all the van ifig -the king of the castle about an old tree wealth 0f light, tUl at last the grey is turned nest that awaits the reviser until he essays “prote8tant” party, and there might even be 
gifts of wonder and enchantme t th stump m the hedge But the best of it-all is to gold and a riot of sunshine is flung over all. the task. It looks easy enough at first sight, secessions. Their attitude is that of no com-

night has to bestow. When i am a the night spent on the eminence of the second It is a dew-drenched, sparkling world, washed especially to the well-bred layman of the af- romise They claim to be alone the true chil-
îf I have a good night in the open i am floor, from which a distant view is unfolded and fresh and gay ; and a world of life, activity fluent classes, to whom “ritual” is a mere dren of the reformed English Church. Thev
times at a loss tor a reply, for a gooa g Qf wood and meadow, hill and moor. You may and bustle. A hare lopes across the soaking nuisance, and who wants to find in church, are avowedly exclusive, and intolerant of any
means to mesornething far different from He still and See nothing but the tree-tops and turfj leaving his track behind him as he goes, when he attends it, a placid and traditional school in the Church but their own. Thev
good sleep. Of course, even it one is to spenu thg sky> while by raising your head a few inches starlings are already strutting on the lawn, service Which satisfies his religious emotions would approve of a decidedly Protestant turn
the whole time in unbroken siumper, it is la the wh0le picture is lifted into view. digging for their food supplies. Cattle and and raises no inconvenient questions. To such being given to the rubrics and to the Prayer-
better to sleep out tlrnn to sleep in. e As soon as the light goes out—and the insect sheep are in motion ; and madly the grand men—and they are often the salt of the earth, book generally ; but no other,
still the glorious awa ening in reeze an - population which it has attracted from far and chorus of the birds greets the coming day. and wise and generous helpers of all great , t tb working
gïin6in powereandrwailhngneSssmton risewhen the wide Ja* b^n ^^darknts The enfeebled moon seeks refu8e in the wef uaf appear^as^sill^Îs6 rtS tattle "of clergy, and therefore they deprecate the wast-

kézTZ'sïS'xrJSïtethe charm and vriue of sleeping out. Of course As yet it is but a gbttr^ ™ " tne cot world of nature is tingling with busy life. It is true so ar as k goes BuT these tmt a e look at it from a little distance. The states- 
I refer only to the nights that are clear and cast stars, tom with a ragged edge at one cor- no moment to relinquish my post of observa- 15 nfthe rwh lai^ Far man and the politician wonder Wiy the
fine ïf the ou o mes are to be dull ner where a massive beech ^ho ^K.And but there are yqet threehours of sleep due "gÆtTtoeviews of »e aîtùafchurch Bishops “do not act.” And the Bishops and
and wet there is nothing lost by sleeping so I fall asleep ; but it is not long before I open who am but a man. The show is over, different are the ^ewS Ot the actiml cnurcn ^ i{ied d » wbo are chie{ly ap-
through them my eyes, conscious-! am convinced there is a and my head Mls back upon the pillow. I must TT”’i’of Bible classes pointed by the advice of statesmen and politi-
througn mem . guiding instinct in it-that some change is tak- haye' due.-Bertram Smith in the Man- Sunday school *he le;£ tenJ to share this more independent and

For the real glory of a night in the open is ing piace that I will do well" to see. I look , . Guardian the organizers of lads and girls clubs, these . yiew q{ such matters But let it be
to see visions and to dream dreams, and one over the balustrade to witness a weird and ___________ lay-folk, who are far more closely connected r embered that the clergy as a rule, are
must sleep lightly—as all nature sleeps—ready striking portent, extravagant and unreal. It is with the intimate life of the Church and its
to stir in a moment and rise on an elbow to as if a dull red ball of fire had appeared in the THAT KIND OF MAN parochial activities, have usually a. pretty than are their flocks ; perhaps because
look around, if one is to miss none of the subtle heart of the beech, resting, one could almost ------ strong view on the ritual controversy, n t< know morC) and read more) both of his-
changes in the sombre panorama. There is a believe, in a fork of the tree. I tub my eyes The Georgians of Augusta are chuckling t;ike Sldes definitely. tory and Gf human nature. It is not from
rare enchantment in these nightly visions, and and look again—soon, as my mind grows clear- over a new anecdote about Mr. Taft. It will also be found that the rank and fi e mere ignorance and narrowness of view that
they leave a baffling sense of unreality behind er> t0 remember the existence of the moon, Mr Taft it seems drove Up one afternoon of the clergy are by no means in favor of re- the working clergy are strongly against re-
them, so that one feels—in the common light of which has rolled over the shoulder of the hill, +_ see a Georgia planter The planter’s cook, vision. They know for the Frayer-book is vjdon. jt ;s because they realize the difficul-
day—that one would not like to swear to the stained red by the medium of the mist on the a ve old woman, takes no interest in public Bieir daily and hourly manual—what the tieg_
truth of all that one has seen and heard, horizon. When next I stir the bed A flooded affairs, and she did not recognize the portly Prayer-book contains They are indeed,
though one may treasure the memory of its with a pure white light, and the moon has come t aware of its many archaisms of language, its ,
beauty. For the incidents of the night are forth from the tree arid hangs clear-cut among g ‘ ... ... , , , occasional obscurity, its frequent prolixity, clergy that every year that goes by tends to
wrapped in mystery; and it is probable that the the faded stars. There is a faint sense of move- dld >'0^ thmk °f that gentteman. They acknowledge that it reflects the political soften asperities, to draw the best men of all
observer is seldom quite awake. They pass be- ment and unrest in the world below. It is the Martha , the planter asked, after Mr. Taft had constitution of Tudor days, and an eccleslksti- schools togethei_and, make themrespect each
fore him, as it were, in a series of dissolving hour of such as prowl by night. dnven ofL cal condition that has long passed by if it other s ments. The broad views of the mod-
views, seen in short snatches of wakefulness, ° soon I mustPs5t yp^nd draw on the rug “Well, sir,” old Martha replied, “I can’t say ever existed at all. They feel that the order ern High Churchmen are not so far from the
though he may sometimes lie awhile and watch that has been lying at my feet, for we have as I saw nothin pertickler about him. He of service nowhere contemplates the vast views o the n“:b:,v“geh^1,S- t;Ted of The ex

• the development of the picture. It is all such reached the chill hour before the dawn. I care looked to me like the kind of man as would be numbers that are to be found in the town par- either side, are asharned and tired of the ex
stuff as dreams are made of. not how warm the night may be, there is al- pretty reg’lar to his meals.”-Ph,ladelph,a Bui- ish of today. All th.s, and more these men tomçances of their own fnends More and

With . verandah in two stor,y, f.dnB tenth ^^n hc.ti.nd a, iL.-th’u e„n ==,d ho„. k.m. _________ __________ >g*g'

“d “.’irt6 Z,°pp,” o0”,hTbn,dmo°m-m, toû£ d S. t!" r”m”'who lie" do.°United Mine Worker, of Ameriea have aware of the interne party tpirit which ..ill «MgStta- 1. «J*
upper y bows it we,l. He may sleep soundly spent nearly $6,000,000 in strike benefits in lingers in certain quarters. And here let it üon tha-1 » proc<eedmg around us we cannot

before me" after it, but ac the moment when it the past nine years. be honestly said that the spirit of tolerance afford to waste time over ritual.

1 VREVISED PRAYER BOOKPAGEANT OF NIGHT I!

4&4(y is growing faster among the clergy than the

(By Ernest McGaffey,
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The Fascinating and Romantà: History of the Strong Room
and shot the ititm dead. It was ob- | tunnel through and the hole 5£41(* gwallo^d6 it° bonify1 mimons11 o^dol- th^6 whol^^omWnattons that can be
served that he was one of the masons ] be made in a direct line, but had to he swanowed it rlties and valu- used with these locks. A little while
who had built the bank and there- I constructed with various turn®» ®° hv the renters of the ago at Crancery Lane a renter forgotfore-was acquainted with its vulner- | to enable the burglars with miners ables are ^oredbythe ge his combination, and it took the mak-
able pointa. Tito report of firearms ,to Bet through the softest places ”ate^ Russo-Japanese war, noblemen ers a whole week to get the door open,
alarmed his accomplices, for they The large drain opened out Into the ate Ru p t0 jxindon and Another popular London safe de
fied and escaped. The tunnel gave street. It was^ believed that a large £™n Russia c thls strong- posit Is that to be found at Harrod's
evidence of long and patient work on retriever dog helped in the robbery, ?t)Ledk , that here they would stores. One Is not surprised to learn 
the part of the would-be thieves. It as t was seen to run out of 1the cul- ^old. knowing that here tne^w un ^ ^ ^ weU patronlzea by ladles, 
was sixty feet Jn length, constructed vert with something hanging round be safe. On th pa^y ^ ^ The fact that lt is in the very centre

scientific principles, contained its neck. Two men chased the animal j™ndr ds are geed8 ana documents of the establishment lends additional 
provisions, water and a full outfit of for some distance, but the dog e nractlcally invaluable. safety to Its users, for the would-be
mining tools and must have been caped. One of the best-known perhaps, of thief has no means of knowing whe-
three months in operation. The rob- coming to more recent times we latter-dav safe deposits Is the one in ther a renter leaving the building has
bèry appeared ter be planned for the -have the instance of burglars sue- Chancery iane, London. Here, In a come away with an ordinary purchase
time of the month when the bank re- ceeding Jn effecting an entrance Into in £ concrete, iron and steel, are of not particular value or a diamond 
ceived large remittances of currency the atrong-room of, a bank In. St. somesforty thousand safes, strong- necklace from the safe deposit. Then
and coln- James' street,, in thfe West-end of rooms and strongholds. It was In this the deposit Itself Is built of concrete

London. To accomplish this feat they depoelt that time-locks were first and steel, and is absolutely fire-proof,
cut their way through, a tworfoot u3ed in Great Britain. On some and, for that matter, burglar-proof,
wall. This happened, too, so recently d00rs there are two clocks and on If the whole building ,
as May, 1906. Five years ago a man otj,ers as many as three and even down the safe deposit would remain 
broke Into thé strong-room of. the four. When the door Is closed the absolutely intact,
Selby Smelting Works, at San Fran- apparatus is set to a predetermined gained through a three-ton door fit- 

He carried off ^ and until that hour elapses It Is ted with time-locks, capable of op- 
imposslhle to open the door. The crating from one hour to three days, 
reason - Why a number of timepieces Passing the grill one emerges Into 

used Is because, should one fall, the manager's office, and virtually
the other or others would act and one surrounded by large and small safes
clock is sufficient to release the me- containing priceless treasures Un-
chanlsm to unbolt the door at the ex- doubtedly, there are many valuable
plred time. At six o'clock at night Jewels In this deposit. In one safe,
the tw-o-ton doors to the vaults are rented by the 9lster °f a foreign me m
closed and the mechanism set for arch, there Is a magnificent collection
nine o’clock next morning. It is im- of pearls. Another lady renter rlgt (
possible during the Intervening hours locks up In her safe a costly diamc
to open the vault, even with the key. tiara presented to her dy toe C
In the same way the clocks are set Corporation. She only removes It

on Saturday to ex- wear on special occasions. She brl
It back next morning done up like n 
ordinary parcel, to deposit it ag .in 
until the next festive occasion.

Anyone, of course, can hire the safes 
in the various safe deposits by pa> ing 
the necessary rent, and it is not sur
prising to learn that occasionally per
sons of a more or less suspicious 
character do so. “A well-dressed 
gentleman came here,” said the man
ager of one safe deposit to the writer, 
“a little while ago, and rented one of 
our biggest strong rooms, 
foreigner, and as pleasant-mannered 
a fellow as you could meet. He did 
not come often, perhaps once a m< ith 
but on one occasion he came in very 
flurried and anxious, but without nis 
key. When he had gone a Scotland 
Yard man came and made a few en
quiries about him, and waited to see 
if he would return, but he did not. 
He came the next day, however, with 
the detective at his heels, and was 
politely but firmly asked to give up 
his key and remain in the private 

while the detective and an at-

I

while the doors are one 
weigh four tons each and are 
absolutely undrillable.'

certainly not always the 
case and the directors’ hair must have 
stood on end when, many years a-go, 
the secretary at a meeting stood up 
read the following letter which he had 
received:

To Gentlemen off Bank England,— 
You think you is all safe and your 
bank is safe, but I knows bettur. 1 
bin hinside the Bank these last 2 
nites and you nose unffln about it. 
But I am nott a theaf, so if yer will 
meet mee in the great sqar room with 
all the moneiys at twelf 2 nite He ex
plain orl to yer. Let only 2 cum and 
suy unffln to nobody.

This letter was looked upon as a 
hoax, but detect!vés took a rather 
serious view of it and stationed 
themselves at night in the large room 
beneath the bank, called the treasury, 
where the stock of bullion is kept. 
This, it was thought, was tl*» room 
referred to. For a long time nothing 
unusual was heard or seen, but some 
days later a heavy chest was received 
by the bank authorities, which, on be
ing opened, was found to contain a 
number of valuable documents which 
had been deposited in this particular 
room. With them came a note from 
the wife of the previous writer, stat
ing that her husband had discovered 
a secret way of getting into the 
strong-room, but would not take any
thing. He would not disclose it whilst 
detectives were there, but would give 
the directors one more chance and 
would meet a few of them, if they 
were alone in the room, at mid
night.

Very uneasy in their minds, some 
went there accordingly at midnight. 
When in the vault a voice was heard 
which they could not locate. It stipu
lated that lights must be put out and 
when this was done a man entered the 
room with a dark lantern in his 
hand. It was shown that this man 
had been in the habit of entering the 
sewers when the tide was low to see 
if any articles of value had been 
washed into them and one night he 
discovered a strange opening which 
led to a large square stone which he 
could remove and when he had done 
so he found himself in the bank trea
sury. He was an honest man and, as 
related, wrote to the directors and to 
prove his story abstracted the chest, 
which he returned to them. He was 
well rewarded and given a pension for 
life.

The walls are Impenetrable, 
foot thick, 

made

the banks of Great Britain are not so 
elaborate as those encountered on the 
other side of the Atlantic, it must not 
be imagined that they are not suit
able for the purpose for which they 
were designed. The Englishman’s 
love for something solid and not 
showy is evidenced in his strong
room as in other things. The mana
ger of a New York bank will conduct 
you to the basement and show you Qn 
the bullion-room and point out with 
pride the great circular door which 
weighs, perhaps, twenty tons, yet is 
so delicately balanced» on its hinges 
that a child can move it to and fro.
Not so your London banker; but this 
is not because his strong-room is of 
poor material or design. Far from 
it. It is a solid mass of steel and, 
under normal conditions, impregnable. 
Through the courtesy of a friend I 
was permitted to inspect a vault ef a 
well-known bank within a quarter of 
an hour’s walk of the Royal Ex
change. The walls were two feet 
thick and formed of hard bricks laid 
in cement, with hasp-iron worked in.
The latter were lined throughout with 
steel plates two inches thick. There 
were two doors the outer one of 
strong steel with two Ibcks 
inner one of combined iron and steel 
of extraordinary strength, with two 
locks throwing twenty bolts, 
this room was a great safe, 
the cash and securities were locked up 
every night. This safe weighed 
twenty-five tons and boasted of 
twenty bolts. In the resident clerk’s 
bedroom, on the second floor of the 
building, was a powerful gong. If 
anyone opened the outer door of the 
strong-room the gong would imme
diately go off, thus giving the alarm.
In addition to this security a watch
man patrols the building and has to 
pass the outer door of the strong
room every eighteen minutes and 
register that fact on a special auto
matic clock device.

This may be taken as a typical ex
ample of a British banker’s strong
room, though there are no doubt many 
others even stronger than the one I 
have described. Messrs. Milners 
particularly have had great experi
ence in strong-room building and 
during recent years have constructed 
a number of armor-platéd strong
rooms in the banks of Great Britain 
and also in many of the banks in her 
colonies. Indeed, all the great safe- 
makers, such as Chatwoods, Ratners, 
etc., do this kind of work, the latter 
firm having built quite a number of 
the safe deposits found in that coun
try, which are virtually nests of 
strong-rooms.

(By Harold J. Shepatone.)
(In the Strand.)

Much has been written about safes, 
but little has been said about strong
rooms. The reason for this is not dif
ficult to seek. It is principally in the 
banks of the country where we find 
these giant rooms of steel and natural
ly the banks themselves are not par
ticularly anxious to let all and sundry 
knbw the secrets and strength of the 
devices which they have erected for the 
safeguarding of their bullion and 
trèasüre. Nevertheless, it is possible 
to record the history of the strong
room, and a fascinating and romantic 
history it is. It is virtually an account 
of the continuous fight that has been 
going* on between the strong room 
designer and the burglar for the past 
one hundred years or more.

Indeed, that struggle for supremacy 
is still being waged, and is likely to 
continue till the end of time. No soon
er does the strong room maker turn 
out something that is an improvement 

his previous efforts than the bur
glar answers the challenge, and by 
calling science to his aid often wins. 
The fact that space does not permit of 
a description of each, but the vault at 
the Chemical National Bank of New 
York may be taken as the latest type 
of vault-building.

It was

An extraordinary and daring rob
bery was that which took place at the 
Central Bank of Western India, in 
Hong Kong, in 1865, whne the thieves 
succeeded In' getting clear off with 
gold and specie worth nearly a quart-
er of a million dollars. The robbers cisco, by tunnelling. hlf,h
must have been at work for some thirty-seven bars of gold, a 
weeks before they entered the bank’s were subsequently recove 
treasury. Their principal labor was man apprehended anJ* T ,ike
the construction of a tunnel sixty I fifteen years ifnpri®°fraet 1innelling__a
feet in length from an adjunct drain manner namely, Mas-
to a spot exactly below the floor of large la®uran5e ,*aC0Jïlnne^room burg- 
the bank’s treasury-vault. A per- sachusetts had its§ sand dollars 
pendloular shaft of ten feet of suffi- led aad t^e2tnhuL stolen 
cient diameter was then made to in cash and dollar b ’ ,
permit of the passage of one man to During the Civil War in Amen 
reach the granite boulders on which bank robberies were so frequent tnat 
the floor of the vault rested. These the banks refused to take care 
gave way , thrôugh being undermined their customers valuables. une 
and, a block being obtained. Two these institutions referred Itsi CUent 
boxes were removed containing gold to its porter as willing to accept 
bars and ingots marked with the risk. For a small sum he took ena g 
bank’s stamp, as well as all the of the boxes and safes and maae a 
paper money, some boxes of dollars fortune by doing it and this sugge - 
and a bo* of ten-cent pieced. ed the safe deposit companies, wh

No fewer than between twenty and ^wito^gtosT^wtodow^, from 
thirty men were arrested on suspl- ' th armed guard could be seen cion. One dt them had six thousand which the armea^gu Today the
dollars In his possession and two bars Pat “@ » ^ acknowledged as a re-
of gold bearing the bank's mark. The sam Pi 8tltuti0n wM6h a civilized 
robbery was affected between a Sat- d“munlty could not do without. Quite 
urday and a Sunday, and the first number have sprung Into existence 
thing that raised suspicion was the jn London dur1ng the last decade, as 
fact 0,f,a. tt evboy, toying to sell a bar jn an the provincial towns.
bazaars o°f ^Kong" °A gent^ The pioneer of these ln~k 
man who was passing asked where Great Britain was tbe Rational Safe 
he got the gold and the boy replied Deposit Company situated In Queen 
that it had been found at a certain Victoria street and 9 , st“e*
place. He gave the youth what he throw of the Bank of England It is 
asked for it—namely, a dollar—and a veritable fortress of s,1®®1’, bd!artîî 
then Informed the police. a cost of over a million and A quarter

„ *0T.\ry0, dollars and undoubtedly one of theSome years ago an equally daring stroJ1„eat repositories in the world, 
robbery took place at the late Cape of , there
Good Hope Bank, at Kimberley. One f.1 flrraneed in four 
Sundav morning toe manager of this cioVed by massive iron doors twelve 
bank opened ^ls cash, safe to set a , hes ^k and each weighing be- 
parcel of diamonds which were In his tween four and flve tons, 
custody, when he found several loose These doors possess no locks and 
bags of money lying about the strong- simply a solid, undrillable mass

What banks fear Is not so much a room floor. This rather puzzled him, f thlck steel They are operated in 
burglar gaining access to their pre- but on looking around he spied an ingenious way—namely, by hy- 
mises by forcing doors, but by tun- opening in the wall of the room and drauli® DOwer To close them it is
nelling and other equally cunning came to the conclusion that a burglar nece9sary for jour officers of the
and daring methods. A few days ago had been at work. The police were holding different positions to be
a cashier in one of the national banks applied to and they found that the r. /heir DOgt and once the doors are
of the United States, in New Mexico, | opening in the wall communicated , ed there is no power on earth that
was busy at work one evening in the with a large street drain in the can move them until the proper mac-
evening when his quick ear detected vicinity. The total sum abstracted Winery is brought into action. As a

1 some curious sounds. They seemed from the bank was about twenty further precaution there is above the
thousand dollars; but, on the drain top of the external building a tank
being explored, about fifteen bags or containing fifty thousand gallons of 
silver, of the value of five hundred water. When the hydraulic machin- 
dollars each, were recovered. ery has finished its work for the night

Messrs, Chubbs sent a représenta- and closed the doors the mechanism is
by an ingenious device, disconnected. 
Anyone attempting to connect it would 
release the water in the tank at the 
top of the building, with the result 
that the whole place, from ceiling to 
floor, would be instantly flooded with 
water, yet the vaults and strong
rooms would remain perfectly dry. 

One should not forget to add, per- 
tion walls each two feet thick, all j haps, that the building is also patrol- 
these walls being constructed of solid led at night by armed watchmen, 
cement and brickwork. There 
also about twenty feet of earth

was burned

The entrance is

7
and the

Inside
where

from one o’clock 
pire at nine o’clock Monday morning. 

One could write at great length on 
deposit. 

Chancery Lane

The vault is situated some 40 feet 
below the level of the street. The 
foundation and walls are of masonry 
and concrete, and in the vault itself 
the strong room rests on a number 
of concrete piers. A narrow passage 

round three sides, and by an

safethe romance of the 
When I visited the 
Deposit I saw one room containing 
one hundred and fifty million dollars’ 
wortlfc of securities. The next strong
room contained a valuable collection 
of books. There were scores of them, 
and thé owner declares that they are 
so rare and valuable that if put up 
for auction tomorrow they would fetch 
ten thousand dollars apiece. Some of 
the strong-rooms are put to curious 

For instance, a lady renter

ingenious arrangement of mirrors the 
watchritan passing along the gangway 
in front can see every part of the back 
and sides, as well as the open niches 
under the safe. The safe itself, or 
rather the strong room weighs 300 tons. 
The walls are composed of five layers 
and have a weight of six tons, are 16 
•feet high, and 20 feet wide, the inner 
door being of proportionate dimensions. 
Steam pipes run along the passages, 
from which, in case of riot and an 
attack upon the bank, jets of hot steam 

• could play upon the strong room scald
ing the assailants. An equally remark
able device for immediately announ
cing the presence of an interloper and 
enterprising burglar is the tell-tale dis
guised tinfoil curtain, with which elec
trical wires are connected from 
janitor’s room in the upper part of the 
building. Pressure upon the wall of 
the strong-room will set the 
ringing and promptly announce the 
presence of would-be thieves. The 
door has no fewer than twenty-four 
bolts, arranged like the spokes in the 
hub of a wheel.

He was a

uses.
pays five hundred dollars a year for 
a giant house of steel for storing old 
china. She has collected her trea- 

from all parts of the world and 
the atendant Informed me that there 

some lovely things behind the 
Several titled and

5
closed steel door, 
wealthy renters store their plate in 
the vaults at Chancery lane. When 
they give a grand dinner they remove 
the plate from the strong-room and as 
soon as the dinner is over it is sent 
back again to the vault. Another 
room contains paintings valued at five 
hundred thousand dollars and in yet 
another there are some magnificent 
examples of tapestry work which 
could not be duplicated for many 
thousand dollars. During the trial of 
the missing-word competition thirteen 
sackfuls of postal orders were stored 
in one of the safes. Some of the 
strong-rooms weigh flve hundred 
tons and are fitted with doors that 
turn the scale at two tons apiece. 
Some renters have had special doors 
made to their rooms and have 
combination locks fitted to them.

This lock is very much favored by 
the American public and in some of 
them as many as one hundred mil
lion combinations may be used, 
latest combination lock consists of 
four sets of twenty-four letters of 
the alphabet, which can be set to a 
sentence in most modern language». 
When one letter is used in one alpha
bet and another in the second set, and 
so on, it becomes a very complicated 
matter to detect the combination. 
Then there is the initial problem of 
what language it has been keyed in, 
to be solved by the man who attempts 
to open the safe. Indeed, it would

are thirty-two great 
tiers and

tepdant examined the contents o 
safe. It was full of valuable ji veis 
which had been stolen abroad.”

Before now people have been shut in 
strong rooms and have had narrox * ° - 
capes. On one occasion a lock! 
was repairing an interior safe 
strong room of a New York 
when the cashier closed 
door. As it was worked

the

Like the Bank of England, the Bank 
of France is now guarded every night 
by soldiers, who do sentry duty out
side the building, a watch being like
wise kept Inside its precincts. But 
within quite recent times the officials 
at the French bank resorted to a very 

method for protecting their 
This consisted in engaging 

masons to wall up the doors of the 
vaults in the cellar with hydraulic 
mortar as soon as the money was 
deposited each day in these recept
acles. The water was then turned on 
and kept running until the whole cel
lar was flooded. A burglar would be 
obliged to work in a diving-suit and 
break down a cement wall before he 
could even begin to plunder the vaults. 
When the bank officials arrived next 
morning the water was drawn off, 
the masonry torn down and the vaults 
opened. Curiously enough, within a 
few months after this obsolete man
ner of protecting the bank’s caah was 
done away with, burglars did actually 
get into the vaults and decamp with 
about forty-five thousand dollars in 
gold coins.

Although the strong-rooms found in

bells <5.#
the -ault 
by a time- 

lock it meant that the door would re
main closed until the following morn
ing. Fortunately the man knew the 
secrets of his stronghold, and hv 
opening a manhole was able to obte 
a sufficient supply of air. He tl 
made a pillow of a bag of dollar bi' 
and composed himself to sleep un 
the door was opened next mornin 
A clerk In a London bank, who we 
locked In a strong room some fe 
years ago, was by no means so fo 
tun ate. He was brought out at mi< 
night in an unconscious condition. V 
owed his life to his wife, who, flndin 
his hat and coat at the office, divin 
that he must be in the building, am- 
the only place they could not search 
was the strong room. The manag# 
was sent for and the door opened, ai. 
the poor man discovered almost life 
less on the floor of the vault.

It will be seen from this that the I novel 
bank is not relying solely upon the I bullion, 
strength of its strong-room, but has 
incorporated some ingenious devices 
for defeating would-be robbers. It is 
much the same in the great national 
banks of the world. If a mob over
came the guards and “watch-clerks” 
at the Bank of England they could not 
/possibly penetrate into the vaults, for 
*heir passage would be blocked by 
/large reservoirs of water. The strong- 
/ room here is one of the largest in the 

1 world. The foundation, sixty-six 
' feet below street level, is a bed of 

concrete twenty feet 
this concrete is a lake 
deep and above that thick plates of 
iron specially manufactured to resist 
both skill and force. Anyone at
tempting an' entrance from above 
would find a similar bed qf concrete, 
a similar lake and similar plates of

to proceed from a subterranean re
gion and he was not long in conclud
ing that robbers must be tunnelling 
from an adjoining building to the 
vault in the bank.

had

I

Thetive to South Africa to investigate the 
scene of the robbery. He found the 
bank vault was built of masonry and 
was considered to be the strongest in 
South Afric 
were three 
these walls the burglars had first to 
penetrate through an outer wall four 
feet thick and through three founda-

Guards were immediately posted in 
and around the building. Soon they 
observed the masonry of the bank to 
be giving way. Meantime the robbers 
appeared to be hard at work and 
quite unaware that they were being 
watched. At one in the morning a 
Mexican volunteered to descend into 
the bank cellar so as to discover the 
actual situation, 
gope a few paces down the stairs than 
tie met someone coming up. The 
Mexican^ fired without saying a word

a* The -walls of the room 
feet thick and to get to

thick. Above 
seven feetz

Scarcely had he

In the safes and strong-rooms of 
to this famous repository, which even an
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