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Provincial -
Legislature

The Assessment Act Gonsldefed
in Committee of the
Whole.

Debate on the Second Readlnn
of the Dyking Act
Continued.

Varlous Matters of Legislation
Advanced—Select Committee
Progress.

‘ Monday. March 20.

HE House assembled at 2 o’clock

and after prayers by Rev. J. H. S.

Sweet, the following was the or-
der of business: 7

Mr. J. A. Macdonald introduced a
bill entitled the Workmen's Compensp.—
tion Act; also a bill to amend the Rail-
‘way Amendment Act. 2

The bill to amend ‘the unrepealed pro-
visions of the Assessment Act passed
third reading.

The Land Registry Act was further
considered on report and a number of
amendments were interjected on motion
of the Attorney-General.

Assessment Act.

The bill to amend the Assessment Act
was committed, Mr. Ross in the chair.

‘Wild land in section 3 for the par-
poses of taxation is described as all land
other than coal and timber land, on
'which improvements made do not exceed

« $2.50 per acre. Mr. Evans offered an
amendment to increase the exemption
per aere herein specified from $2.560 to
$5.00. The amendment was stood over
for consideration. -

The Finance Minister informled Mr.
Paterson that it was noet intended under

. Section 4. sub-section “b”, to assess

timber lands held by lease or licence.
The subsection, he explained, was mere-
ly intended as a description of ‘wild”
lands.
y Mr. J. A. Macdonald raised the point
that owing to the phraseology of the
sub-section there was a possibility that
the two per cent. tax, provided for in
another part of the bill, might be con-
strued to apply, and in order to make
sure of the matter the sub-section was
stood over for further review. Con-
sideration of section 5, dealing with the
taxation  of occupied Dominion lands,
‘was also deferred.

Mr. McInnes proposed to add to the
farmers’ exemptions permanent improve-
ments to the value of $1,000. In doing
80 he disputed the wisdom of decreasing
the tax on wild lands from $5 to $3, as
provided by the bill. He thought the
improvement of property should be en-
couraged.
© Mr. Hawthornthwaite agreed with
this and suggested that on farms up to
an assessed value of $2000 the rate of
tnx;i-tion should be three-fifths of ore per
cent. ;

Hon. Mr. Cotton argued that the tax-
ation as. provided would in no case ex-
ceed two or three dollars, and that such
an exemption would relieve many* per-
sons from taxation altogether. He did
not think any hardship would be oceca-
sioned by the tax.

- Mr. Oliver supported the amendmeunt.

The section was stood over for con-
sideration. .

. Mr. Brown thought that the 25 cenis
per acre charged on coal lands was rath-
Ler _gxcessive if prospecting licences were
paid.

Hon. Mr. Tatlow said it in this con-
mection therq was a reduction in former
taxation.

. Mr. J. A. Macdonald objected to sec-
tion 51, which provides for | subsequent
supplementary assessmentj in  cases
where, after the final revision of the

. current year’s roll is discovered, that
any person has escaped assessment. He

did not approve of the retroactive char-
acter of this provision.

‘The section passed without alteration.

Mr. Paterson called attention to the
provision with reference to tax sales,
suggesting that too much consideration
was given therein to the original owner
of ‘the land who neglected to pay his
taxes. ° The matter was noted.

The committes reported progress.

The bill to establish and protect the
public highways was committed, Mr.

Hall in the chair. Progress was reported.
- Dyking Act.
. ‘Mr. Oliver continued the debate on
the bill to amend the dyking assessment.

He said the bill favored the land specu-
lator as against the actual settler. Some
of this work was done by commission
under the Dyking and Drainage Act of
1894. Examination of the works was
made in 1897, and according to the re-
port of the engineer the following items
‘were required to complete them:

‘Ridge, $185,000; Coquitlam, $115,000;

Pitt Meadows, $79,000; Matsqui, $106,-
000; Sumas, $19,000. It was practical-
ly agreed between the government and
the various districts that these sums
should be sufficient. It was agreed that
$157,000 should complete the dyke at
‘Chilliwack. In Chilliwack considerable
of the lands within the dyke was cov-
ered with timber, the value of which
‘was not affected by the dyke. Much of
the choice land i Chilliwack was above
flood level altogether; When the dykes
at Matsqui were taken over there was
much | work remaining to be dome to
make the works useful for reclamation
purposes. At Maple Ridge there were
areas of lands within the dyke which
would not be taken as a gift. General-
ly with reference to all the dykes, Mr.
©Oliver - argued that there were lands
within them not properly subject to tax-
ation therefor, as ‘they received no ad-
vantage. He took issue with the state-
ment he attributed -to the Minister of
Public Works that the people of Chilli-
wack should pay as long as they could
pay. He intimated that some dyking
lands had received favorable treatment
because they were owned by land specu-
lators. The present bill would enable
these speculators to put up the price at
which the land was held. In this con-
nection he mentioned certain lands in
Coquitlam, owned by a banking corpor-
ation. The very class of lands thus
singled out for favorable consideratiou
had been valued by the government’s
own officials at prices ranging from $30
per acre upwards. In Delta it had cost
from $10 to $35 per acre for dyking ex-
penses alone. There was no reason why
taxation should be remitted in the case
of Coquitlam and Maple Ridge withouat
regard fon lands on the other side of
the river.. Going through the list of
Jand owners in the allegedly favored dis-
tricts, he intimated that many of them
were not actual settlers, mentioning the
rames of Judge Bole, Miss Bole, a, Mr.
Bovran-and others. He pointed oat that
some years ago, about 1800 acres of
Jands had escaped assessment altogether.
The estimated cost of dyking construc-
tion had heen over-run. In ohe case
the expenditure had exceeded the es-
timate three times. This indicated that
there had been wastefulness inf this con-
nection. There was no equitable prin-
ciple in the bill as far as he could see.

It being close to 6 o’clock, Mr. Oliver
moved the adjournment of the debate.

The House rose.

Gallery Notes.

Consequent wupon discussion in the
private bills committee yesterday morn-
ing, the bill to incorporate the chartered
accountants of the province will be ree-
ommended to the House on condition
that all accountants now in the province
shall pass examination to prove their
<ompetency.

The bill to incorporate the Sumas

.1 the company shall put up $75,000 as se-

curity to settlers along the Lukukuk
river against damage to_ their property.
It was further agreed that the scheme
should be submitted to a vote of the
residents of the district before anything
was done.

A deputation of farmers from Mat-

provincial executive yesterday ;norninz
with reference to the new Dyking Act.
The deputation was introduced by Mr.
‘C. W. Muuro, M. P. P, and received a
courteous hearing. = Generally the rep-
resentations made looked ‘to certain spe-
cial consideration, based on peculiar con-
ditions obtaining in the distriets.

CHANGES IN AUTONOMY ACT.

Proposed Amendments Received With
& Incredulity at Ottawa.
Ottawa; March 20.—(Special)—The
\Commons was put in possession tonight
of the government’s proposed amend-
ment to the educational clause of the
autonomy bill. It reads: ‘Section 93
of the B. N. A. Act, 1867, shall apply to
the said provinee with a' substitution for
sub-section 1 of said section 98 of the
following sub-section:

- Amended Provisions.
‘1, Nothing in any such law shall pre-
judicially effect any rtight or privilege
with respect to separate schools which
any class of persons have at the date of
the passing of this-act under the terms
of chapters 29 and 30 of the ordinances
of the Northwest Territories, passed in
the year 1901. 2 e
“2. In the appropriation by the legis-
lature or distributing by the government
of the provinece of auy money for the
support of sclfools organized and carried
on in accordance with said ehapter 29 or
any act passed in amendment thereof or
in substitution therefor, there shall be
no discrimination against schools of any
class desirability in the said chapter 29.
“3. Where the expression ‘“by law”
is employed in sub-section 3 of the said
section 93, it shall be held to mean the
law as set out in the said chapters 29
and 30, and where the expression “at
the union” is employed in said sub-sec-
tion 3 it shall be held to mean the date
at which this act comes into force.”
After a month of mighty wrestling, of
caucusing, of caballing and intriguing,
the mountain has labored and brought
forth a mouse.
Just as the House adjourned. Hon.
Mr. Fielding, who was leading for the
government, handed a copy to Mr. Fos-
ter, who in the absence of Mr. Borden,
was temporarily leading the opposition.
Members on both sides who have been
on the qui vive all evening, quiekly knew
what had transpired and largely scrutin-
ized the terms of the latest proposal .of
the government. To say that disappoint-

$'FLOODS RUN RIOT
IN PENNSYLVANIA

Pittsburg, Pa., March 20—
The tracks of the Pittsburg and
Western and Buffalo, Rochester
and Pittsburg railways are un-
der six feet of water, and all’
trains are being run' from the
B and ‘0. station today. The
Pittsburg and Lake Erie tracks
are also partly submerged in the
west end. Along the river front
all the mlils are shut down. At
many places in the Allegheny
river, between Freefort and
Allegheny, the ' tracks of the
West Pennsylvania railroad are
covered with five feet of water
and the flood is said to be the
greatest since 1865. Portions of
eleven - towns are submerged.
Nearly _every manufacturing
plant along the Allegheny river
has closed down.

Meadville, Pa., March 20—
The streets in the southern and
western portions of the city dre
inundated and scores of families
have been forced to leave their
homes. Many people are-home-
less and considerable property
has been destroyed by a sudden
rise in the Shenandoah river.

ment prevails among the members is but
a mild way of expressing their feelings.
That western Liberals can be satisfied
with the goverument proposal is beyond
comprehension. The amendment, to
quote Mr. Blair’s famous phrase, is
“The Same Red-headed Child.,”

Instead of leaving absolutely to
the new provinces the right to
determine a  purely constitutional
question as provided by the B
N. A. act, parliament calls on the new
provinces to recognize separate schools
and to endow them out of the public
funds.
between tie amendment and the original
clause is that the amendment under the
territorial ordinances involves govern-
ment inspection of separate schools and
the employment of certificated teachers
in.them.,

One more of the extraordinary fea-
tures of the amendment consists in the
fact that it says to-amend the B. N. A.
act. That parliament should be called
upon to enact such provisions is regard-
ed as incomprehensible in the highest
degree. The only body that can legally
dq this is the High Court of parliament
of the Empire, and the government, in
suggesting a provision of this kind, is
simply courting, in the opinion of many
members, the imperial veto..

The second sub-section proposed to en-
dow separate schools in the new pro-
vinces practically in the same manner
as the original clause 16 of the auten-
- omy bill. While sub-section 3 once: again
hacks at the B. N. A. act and seeks to
give it a new interpretation, grafting on
the constitution of.the two new provin-
ces, created in 1905, provisions made to
apply only to the four original provinces
which entered into Counfederation in
1867. 1In the opinion of many members
the amendment is worse than the origin-
al claase. Parliament and the country
have hot yet done with it. i
~ 8ir Willam Mulock’s committee to
investigate the telephone question met
this  morning and elected the post-
master-general as chairman. Sir Wil-
liam outlined his plan for the estab-
lishment of a system, of rural tele-
phony with the co-operation of muni-
cipalities. The committee decided to
make an exhaustive enquiry and ex-
pressed willingness to recelve' testi-
mony of any persons interested in the
madtter.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier stated that
he would bring up the autonomy bil}
for its second reading Wednesday,
and that he would also present an
amendmient to clause 16 of the bill, re-
lating to educational matters. He ex-
pected also to be able to lay upon the
table by that.time all correspondence
which had led up to the bill.

Mr. Fielding told Mr, Foster that, in
view of the autonomy bill being about
to be discussed, he thought it best to
postpone for a few days any announce-
ment in regard to the budget.

Mr. Foster formally notified Mr.
Speaker of the. death of B. F. Clarke,
so that a writ to fill the vy -sncy may
be issued.

O
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ORILLIA LOSES FINE CHURCH.

Orillia, Ont., March 20.—St. James’
Episcopal church, the finest edifice in
town, was destroyed by fire this morn-
ing, dwith loss of $25,000, partially in-
sured.

O

INNOVATION EXCITES COMMENT.

Montreal, March 20.—The choir of
Douglas Methodist church yesterday ap-
peared in surplices for the first time yes-

Dyking Co. was also favorably passed-
upon, with an atta.cked stipulation that

]

terday. The innovation is. much com-
mented on.

Reported Inspection of Troops Leads to

reports thaty he had inspected mewly ar-
squi_and Chilliwack was heard by the hspeculatiorf in London as indicating that

Japan.

.;‘China. The woman in question arrived

Practically the only difference.

CAUSES SPECULATION.

More Suppositions.

i

London, March 20.—Gen. ' Linévitch
rived troops has caused considerable

the. commander in ‘chief of the Russian
army in Manchuria either has gone
much, farther north than had been sup-
posed: or that Russian reinforcementl
are still being sent south from Harbin.
The latter hypothesis is considered hard-
ly ‘likely: in view of the fact that the
Russians are trying to affect the speed-
iest possible retirement to Harbin.

Clearly a rigorous censorship is again
being enforced from both the Russian
and the Fapanese sides.

The St. Petersburg correspondent of
the Morning Post declares that Russia
is stubbornly prolonging a hopeless
struggle in the hope of dragging in for-
‘eign intervention to dictate a settlement
more favorable to her than would be
possible by direct negotiations with

s, 0 R e
WHAT INFLUENCE ?

A Seattle Citizen's ldea for Termina-
tion of Eastern Hostilities:

Seattle, March 20.—Alvin MeCallis-
ter, a resident of Seattle, has asked the
city counvil, in a petition filed with the
clerk, to use its influence withi the Jap-
anese government in au effort to have
the mikado accept ¢erritory along t_he
North Pacific ocean in liew of war in-
demnity. Mr, McCallister expresses the
belief that sach a settlement of the in-
demnity cuestion would be advautageoas
both te the United States and to Japan,
henca he asks that the .city council of
this city take the initiative to bring
about such 'a settlement between the
Russian Bear and the Japanese Bulldog.
He asserts that this would give the
American people an honest people to
trede with and furnish Japan with suf-
ficient territory to colonize. He express-
es the belief that such a settlement
would be advantageous to both the Unit-
ed States and Japan, hence he asks that
the city council take the initiative.

ROBBED OF TEN THOUSAND.

Bank Mouenger:d Deputy Sheriff
Held Up at Oakland, Cal.

Berkeley, Cal.,, March 20.—J. Daly,
an Oakland liveryman, acting as a mes-
.senger for the Central Bank of Oak-
land, was held up and robbed of $10,000
today on ‘the roadway between Stege
and Point Richmond. The highwaymau
jumped out of a clump of bushes at the
side of the road and covered Daly and
former Deputy Sheriff Roach, who was
riding with him, with revolvers. At the
point of the revolvers Daly and Roach
were compelled to jump from the buggy
and give up the sack of gold. Then the
; robbers tied the mem to a fence and
. gageed them. Daly and Roaeh freed

ceeded to Stege station. It has been the
custom of the bank to send out $10,000
each month to the Standard Oil plant
to. pay expenses and the robbers were
undoubtedly acquainted with the fact.

MILITARY MAD.

Vancouver Japnueo; Commits Suicide
Because He Could Not Go to Wnr./

Vancouver, March 20.—The body of
a Japameése named Skuribara was found
in Burrard Inlet today. The deceased
had been missing since Feb. 21 and had
threatened to take his life because hé
could not return to Japan to take part’}
in the war. The finding of the body
leads to the conclusiom that he had car-
ried out the threai, as there was no evi-
dence of foul play.

A despatch has appeared in several
papers that an old Chinese woman, re-
puted to be 172 years old, was en route
here from Florida to return home to

today, but she has been reported just a
century older than she really is, her age
being 78 years.

“IT'S A WTS‘E CHILD.”

Mrs. Cassie Chadwick Denies She Ever
- Claimed Carnegie us Her Father.

Cleveland, Ohio, March 20.—“It has
beerl said repeatedly that I have assert-
ed that Andrew Carnegie was my fath-
ler., I deny that, and I deny it absolute-
y.’

The foregoing statement was made by
Mrs. Cassie L. Chadwick today to a
representative of the'Associated Press
in the first authorized interview since
he'x-d trial. Continuing, Mrs. Chadwick
said:

“It has been reperted that I made the
statement that Judge Taylor was preju-
diced against me; now I want that de-
nied. I do not tuink that Judge Tay-
lor was prejudiced and I think that in
every respect he did what he thought
was fair. But I do think that from
the beginning of my trouble Prosecuting
Attorney Sullivan and Marshal Chand-
ler have been unfair, and they have been
bitterly prejudiced. Mr. Chandler, how-
ever, did everything that he «ould to
make me comfortable during the trial,
and I feel very grateful to him for his
kindness. It is easy to see Mr. Sulli-
van’s attitude in the matter, for of all
who were indicted I was the first one
‘rushed to trial. I am not a party t¢
any comspiracy. I' megotiated a great
many loans with banks and other thau
the Citizens’ Bank of Oberlin, the notes
‘being placed to my credit, or I was giv-
en New York drafts with certified checks
in the same manner as was followed in
the Oberlin transaction. I did business
with the Ooerlin_bark just exactly as [
did business ‘with the Oleveland -banks.
“I expect to be called to testify in the
bankruptcy court, and a great many
startling things may develop, which may
throw a different light on my affairs.”

HER RACE WITH DEATH.

i n, March 9.—With the dwindling
lght from a penny-in-tifeelot gas metre
casting dts last flickers on her mast dying
hesband, Mrs. T.anter, a starving wonan
‘with four young children, diving in Clerk-
sun street, Canning town, made the tragic
discovery that she had but two haifpen-
tues deft. in the world,

A few moments later the light went out,
end left the weeping wife in terror that
o might mever see her husband -alive
again,

There was but one alternative, which in-
volved a desperate race with death,

If Mre. Tranter could.change her two
balfpennies for a penny quickly she might
be in time to obtain more light while he
stil' lived.

Mrs. Tranter seized the halfpennies from
the mantelpiece of the humble bedroomw,
and, without hat or boots, rushed dnto the
streets in the hope of tinding some passer-
by who counid change the coins.

Clerkson sreet, however, is one of those
Toor and dismal thoroughiares witu woach
Canning town abounds, and, as it was well
pasttedundnlght, the roads were almost de-
ser

The distracted woman had to run at least
4 quarter of a mile before she met a man.
"For the love of God,” she cried, ‘‘give me
a4 penny for these two haifpence, I must
See my husband again. I must have light.”
Strange though the wuman's actions
must have seemed, the man dld as he was
asked, and Mrs, Tranter ran Back to her
dying husband's bedside.

Slpping her last penny inte the metre
siof, she lit the gas again, and was over-
joyed to find that he was still alive.
“Fired,” she said, ‘I have come back to
You. What can 1 @o? Is there anything |.
I can get?” 3

The only response was a feéble move-
ment of the head, and a moment later her
husband died.

The man's death was caused by pneun-
monda, due to want of proper food. His
wife and children have been practically
starving for weeks, and he had been. out
of work for moré thdn six months.

A large deputati;n of Fraser valley
agriculturists is qnartered at the Domin-
ion. They are here to talk over mat-

Devastation
By Explosion

‘Massachusetts Boot Factory the

8cene of a Fearful
Catastrophe,

Wrecked Bulldings Take Flré
and Consume Over Three
Score People.

Victims Entangled in the Debris
Unable to Escape Devouring
Eftement.

The city is in mourning tonight
for at least three score of her
citizens whose lives were blotted
out by the explosion of a boiler in a
large, shoe factory in the Campbello
district conducted by the R. B. Grover
Company. The explosion was immedi-
ately followed by a fire, which con-
sumed the factory, a long, four-storey
structure, as if it were a house of
cards, and cremated or incinerated an
unknown number of men and women,
who were unable to extricate them-
selves from a mass of tangled wreck-
age formed by the terrific upheaval in
the beiler room. More than half a
hundred of the employees in the build-
ing were maimed, burned or bruised
by the time they reached safe ground.
Some had jumped in the mad rush to
escape from the doomed factory, which
from all parts emitted - the intense,
awful heat of an inferno, driving back
the rescuers, who in'a few brief mo-
ments had performed gallant service.

The fire extended from the factory to
seven other buildings in the vicinity
and also reduced them to ashes. Two
wooden dwellings near the engine room
were practically demolished by the on-
rush of the exploded boiler, but none
of the occupants were seriously in-
jured. The total financial loss is esti-
mated at a quarter of a million dol-
lars, $200,000 of which falls on R. B.
Grover & Company. -The monetary
losses are nearly offset by insurance.

Numbers Unaccounted For.

It may never be known just how
many persons perished in the big
footwear house. The number of em-
ployees has been estimated at 400, but
Treasurer Emmerson said tonight that
he doubted whether there were so
many at work. Two hundred and fifty
survivors have been accounted for, and

BROCKTON, MASS.,, March 20.—

. themselves after much difficulty and pro- [t midnight tonight' the remains of

fifty bodies have been recovered. Frag-
ments: of human frames, which pos-
sibly might belong to bodies other than
those enumerated, have also ' been
found. Few of the remains have been
identified. The head in nearly every
case 'is missing.

Chief of Police W. A. Boyden at a
late hour tonight expressed the opin-
ion that some of the employees had
not reached the factory at the time
of the explosion, and that undoubtedly
a -number living at nearby places were
injured and went home without report-
ing their injuries. He thought that
many of those not accounted for, up-
wards of one hundred in number, were
among these. A

Many Thrilling Rescues.-

The disaster was attended by many
harrowing scenes and thrilling rescues.
For hours hundreds of relatives or fac-
tory operatives besieged the ruins of
the fire and police stations in quest of
missing ones. -Some, in their violent
grief and anguish, collapsed. Several
of the rescuers in the search faint
when they beheld -the distressing
scenes. There was no trace of the body
of David W. Rockwell, engineer of the
plant, who was not seen after the ex-
plosion. It is supposed he perished at
his post.

An inspection of the wrecked boiler
by the state boiler inspector showed
that there was a sufficient supply of
water in it. The cause of the explosion
is at present a mystery. The disaster
will be further investigated by the
state authorities.

The work of identifying those kill-
ed by the explosion at the shoe
factory of R. B. Grover & Com-
pany today progressed slowly owing to
the generally unrecognizable condition
of the remains of the victims. 'The ex-
plosion, which was followed by such a
destruction of life and appalling in-
stances of human suffering, occurred
shortly after the operatives had set-
tled to the work of the day. Suddenly
the air vibrated with the roar of an
explosion. At the same moment the
large wooden frame of the factory, a
four-storey structure, quivered, and
then the rear portion collapsed. In a
fraction of a second this section of the
great building was transformed into a
mass of iron and woodwork, in the
midst of which human beings were
pinioned; in another minute flames
broke out in the debris and death by
fire and suffocation became the fate of
Scores of operatives.

When the boiler exploded, it passed
upward almost perpendicularly, tear-
ing a pessage as it went, killing many
on the way. After rising high in the
alr, " it descended half the distance,
and then, swerving northerly, cut its
way, like some huge projectile, through

dwelling house fifty feet beyond.
Here its course ‘was stopped.

Scenes of Horror

followed the rending apart of the fac-
tory building. The three upper floors,
weighted with heavy machinery, col-
lapsed with a crash that was heard
for blocks. Men and wemen working
in this section had time to but turn
in an attempt to.flee when the floor-
ing sank beneath them and they were
carried to the ground floor and crushed
amid the mass of debris. Many fell
into a veritable flery furnace. In the
sections of the factory which remain-
ed standing the operatives were panic-
stricken as they sought escape.

Many fled down the staircase and
reached the street. Others ran to the
windows, the fire escapes in many
cases having been torn away by the
explosion. In desperation many jump-
ed from the second and third storey
windows to the ground and were dan-
gerously injured. The crush on the
stafrway resulted in numerous minor
injuries.

Scarcely had the rear portion of the
structure collapsed when a tongue of
flame started up from the boiler pit,
communicating with the splintered
wreckage, and soon the entire factory
was in flames.

Instant death was the fate of many
who went down with the floors that
collapsed. A large number of men
and women who were working near
the supports were alive after the floors
and walls fell. From these unfortunates
Cries of Agony i
and terror went up. Almost all had
been caught bétween broken timbers
and heavy pieces of machinery. A few
persons succeeded in extricating them-
selves from the wreckage, but more
were roasted alive.

By this time nearby citizens had ar-
rived to assist the employees who es-
caped in the rescue of their fellows.
This task became more and more diffi-
cult and perilous, for the heat from
the fire was almost unbearable. By the
use of long pieces of timber rescuers
were able to raise parts of the wreck-
age and thereby ‘release some of the
men and women, Numerous acts of
sacrifice and heroism were seen. A

‘ters connected with dyking assessments

.. Vwith the goverument.

o,
s —

man whose legs were caught under an
iron’ beam shouted to the rescuers that

they could not extricate him and to
help the girls behind him. Then the
fire reached Him and he died. i

A woman who was ‘entangled in a
shoe machine cried out that she was
dying and commanded the rescuers to
attend the others who might live. She

Begged to Be Shot.

Soon the flames enveloped her. Among
the first to arrive on the scene was
Rev. James A. O’'Rourke, curate at St.

: Margaret’s Roman Catholic church,
i nearby.
+ moved seven persons from the ruins

At the risk of his life he re-

before the fire reached them, and was
returning for the eighth time when he
fainted from the effects of the smoke
and the shock. Father O’'Rourke admin-
istered the last rites of the church to
many sufferers.

Many persons rushed into the ruins
and pulled out the injured at the im-
minent danger of their own lives. Im-
prisoned operatives, too far away for

were to last but a few minutes, spoke
words of encouragement to those who
seemed nearer to escape. ;

Some prayed aloud. Others pleaded
with the rescuers to say “good-bye” to
relatives and many shrieked in agony.

Members of the fire department, with
ladders, aided greatly in the work of
rescue, but their time for work was
short, for within a brief interval fire
closed over the wreckage and the cries
of the imprisoned were hushed.

In the meantime the fire was spread-
ing from the Grover factory. It leap-
ed across Calmar street to a three-
storey brick block at the corner of
Main street, occupied as a hardware
store and storehouse, and then to a
two-storey wooden lodging house, a
dwelling house on Calmar street and
small buildings, all of which were de-
stroyed.

Mayor Keith tonight decided to call
:a meeting of the joint city council for
tomorrow evening to take such action
as would be considered advisable in
view of the calamity. He said that
he had received word from the officers
of the United Shoe Machinery Com-
pany that he would get a check for
$1,000 to be expended at his discre-
tion for the relief of the families of
those killed or injured.

"Mayor Keith personally directed the
search. for the bodies and made ar-

the night. He said that he would put
at work tomorrow a force large enough
to have the work completed before
sunset.

The disaster was attended by one
mystery, which the police had not
cleared up at a late hour. This
was the inexplicable disappearance of
David W. Rockwell, the engineer in
charge of the boiler which exploded.
During the day Rockwell was report-
ed as badly injured and as having been
taken to the fire station nearby. Short-
rly after a report came that he had
died. Later on, however, the police
could not locate his body. and it was
believed that his injury and death had
been confused with that of another
person. It was reported tonight that
Rockwell had left the city, but the
police expressed the opinion that the
man had been killed.

Brockton, Mass., March 21.—(2 a.
m.)—At this hour the remains of 53
persons have been recovered from the
ruins of R. B. Grover & Company's
factory. Seven bodies have been
identified, but only three or four posi-
tively. Fifty-three persons are known
to be missing. The estimates of the
dead range from 60 to 80, and of the
injured from 50 to 100.

Cause of the Explosion.

Boston, Mpss., March 20.—“A crack
in the lap seam of the boiler was re-
sponsible for the accident,” said an ex-
pert engineer of the Hartford Steam
Inspection and ' Insurance Company
tonight.

“It was practically impossible $o de-
tect the crack,” said he, ¥as it was on
the inside part of the lap running be-
gide the .rivets.  The continued heat-
ding the Doiler tends to make the flat
part round like the rest of the boller,
causing a strain on the inside of the
seam. This frequently causes a crack
which is not possible to ‘detect until
it develops. It was one of those con-
ditions for which no one is to blame.

“The 'boilers were inspected intern-
ally every year, and externally every
three months. The internal inspection
was made December 28 and the ex-
ternal February 24. The boiler was
found to be in good eondition and fully
equipped with the necessary appli-
ances.”

ROOM FOR SETTLERS.
Victorian Writes of the Territory Along
Grand Trunk Line.

D. Stevens of Victoria, has written to
J. H. Brownlee, a civil engineer now in
Seattle, the following letter, which is
published in the Seattle morning papers:

“In the central or lake region of Brit-
ish Columbia there lies a large area of
country possessing great possibilities for
stock raisers, agriculturists, miners and
lumbermen. This region is practically
untouched, as owing to its remoteness
from civilized communication was little
known or visited except by a few sur-
veyors, an occasional miner, trapper or
lone trader, but when the government of
Canada brought down the Grand Trunk
Pacific scheme in 1903 the attention of
many was directed to this part of the
country, for, although the terminus of
this great transcontinental system is at
‘present an unsolved problem, itisa well
known fact that the road will traverse
this section from east to west. There is
no other alternative. A! number of par-
ties went into the country last year, and
judging from their conversations and re-
ports written by some of them all were
well pleased, and to many the country
was a great surprise and a number have
decided to return and locate land. !

“The climate is the very best, snow in
many parts not exceeding from twelve
to eighteen inches, which comes gener-
ally in January uand disappears about the
last week in March. The Indians own
a large number of ponies. These are
never fed, but winter on the ranges, com-
ing out in good conditiom in the spring.
‘The long days and bright, sunny skies
make an ideal spring and summer, with
a fine autumn extending into the latter
end of October. Game of all kinds
abound in great quantities. The lakes,
rivers and streams are teeming with
fish, amongst which are trout and white
fisk Land can be acquired from the
‘British Columbia government on certain
conditions.”
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PAYING THE PENALTY.

Outing of C. P. R. Conductor Ends in
a Fifty-dollar Fine. 3
Vancouver, March 20.—George Mac-
‘Donald, who claims to be a C. P. R. con-
ductor running out of Brandon, was to-
day fined $60 and costs for attempting
to escape payment of customs duty on
an automobile. It seems that MacDon-
ald, who is a. married man, met a woman
named Newman and, obtaining three
months’ leave of absence, left with her
on a trip to California. Pown south
the woman purchased the motor car.
which was brought up here and entered
at the customs by MacDonald as set-
tler's effects. ' Meantime MacDonald’s
wife appears’ to have learned of his
whereabouts and arrived in the city. As
a result ‘of an interview between Mac-
Donald and his wife, he agreed to. re-
turn home with her, and was leaving on
Saturday’s express when he was arrest-
ed, the Newman woman having, it is
stated, given information to the customs.
MacDonald’s wife stayed with him right
through the trouble and on her account
the lowest possible penalty was enforc-
ed, althongh the magistrate gave him a

t

rescue and who knew that their lives'

rangements for it to continue through |

| Haase, Forger, Sent to Penitentiary for;

PROBING THE BEEF TRUST.

Chicago, March 20.—The government
investigation of the beef trust began to-
day, when Judge Joseph Humphrey ad-
ministered - the oath to 23 veniremen,
who had been summoned. The Indepen-
dent Packers, it is said, will submit evi-
dence tending to show the manner in
which the small packers have been forc-
ed to follow the dictation of the so-call-
ed “Big Five.”

—0

BANK DIRECTORATE SHUFFLE.

New York, March 20.—It was ascer-
tained today that August Belmont has
resigned as a director of the National
Bank of North America. During the
absence of Chas. W. Morse, the direct-
ors of this bank failed to re-elect Morse
as vice-president. Since Mr. Morse’s
return to New York, President R. L. Ed-
wards of the bank has resigned, and Mr.
| Morse has been re-elected to the vice-
presidency. Mr. ‘Belmont’s connection
with the National Bank of North Amer-
!ica began while Mr. Edwards was in
lcontrol.

O
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A DEAL IN RAILWAYS.

Transfer of Kitimaat Line to G. T: P.
Stated to Be All but Accomplished.

‘As a necessary or at least natural se-
quence of the purchase by the Grand
Trunk .Pacific of the Telqua river coal
properties formerly controlled by the Pa-
cific Northern & Omineca and Mr.
Forbes G. Vernon, it is understood that
the charter and interests of the Kitimaat
railway have also been acquired by the
new transcontinental line—or " rather
that negotiations in that behalf are so
far advanced that the sale will become
a fact accomplished so soon as the act
exténding the time for the initiation and
completion of construction work receives
formal assent in the provinecial legisla-
ture. The terms of this amending legis-
lation are fresh in memory. The road,
which is to extend from Kitimaat to
Hazleton, a distance of about 136 miles,
is to be begun prior to 1907 and com-
pleted before 1909, an expenditure of
one-tenth the company’s ecapitalization
(or _$100,000) in the first year being re-
quired. It is understood that the G. T.
P. will thus make Kitimaat its tempor-
ary terminus for several years at least,
the construction of this Kitimaat line
enabling. supplies and materials to be
conveniently introduced so that work on
the main line may be prosecuted from
both ends of th= short line terminus.,

Tragic Tale
From Far North

Eskimo Slays Tribesman and
Th._n Marries Widow of ‘His
Victim.

News Brought by the Mounted
Patrol Returned to
i Dawson,

‘Dawson, Y. T., March 9.—From an
Eskimo village near Herschel island, off
the Arctic coast, comes a story of
tragedy and love almost beyond belief.
Duning a hunting expedition a young
man of the tribe accidentally shot and
killed his companion. The news of the
accident preceded him to the village, and
the father of the dead man, arming him-
self with a rifle, started out to seek re-
venge on 'the slayer of his son.

The two met a short distance from the
village, the older man commencing to
shoot immediately. Time and again the
men exchanged shots; and when the duel
was ended the older man had met the
fate of the son whom he had sought to
L revenge.

Uninjured, the man to whose act was
due the death of two of his tribesmen
returned to the village, followed by those
who had gone for the bodies of his vie-
tims. In dying, the older man made a
widow of one of the prettiest women of
<he tribe, and this woman the slayer took
for his own wife, establishing her as mis-
tress of his hut before the primitive
burial seryices had been held over her
former husband.

This is the second tragedy to visit the

.{ village in less than a week, the second

resulting in the drowning of four men of
the tribe who were caught in an open
boat during a storm.

’.[th royal Northwest mounted police
.expedition - which arrived today from
Fort ‘McPherson, at the mouth of the
Mackenzie river, brings reports of the
‘wreck of the whaling schooner Bonanza,
belonging to Captain William Mogg,
The Bonanza was caught between an ice
floe and the shore, being forced aground,
sustaining as the result a crushed stem
-and other injuries. Capt. Mogg is with
.his ship and hopes to be able to get her
off and repair her.

.. Another wreck reported by the expedi-
tion was that of an BEskimo schooner
purchased from a whaler for 1,200 fox
skins. Caught in a big storm, the Hs-
kimos abandoned the schooner, which
was afterwards found stranded on the
beach, where an attempt is now being !
made to repair her.

The expedition just completed by the
mounted police is the first round-trip ,
patrol made from Dawson this seasou, !
The men covered 1,000 miles on snow- |
shoes, in sixty-three days, much of the !
time traveling with the’ thermometer 50
below zero, and often in a foot of water
where the trail had been overfiowed.
Starting out, the expedition had seven '
dog teams drawing toboggans loaded
with provisions, but their food supply
became exhausted hefore the journey
‘was completed, and for the last five days
the whole party lived on dried fish. Many ¢
of the dogs were so badly frozen that it :
Wwas mnecessary to shoot them. !
The trail followed was over Canadian
territory, through Seeley pass, and the:
journey is considered one of the most
notable Arctic midwinter trips ever ac-
complished.

——

THE POLICE COURT.

Two Years—Other Court Business.

Albert E. Haase was yesterday sen-
tenced to two years in the British Co-
lumbia penitentiary on each of the
charges (of forgery preferred against
him; the sentences to run,.concurrently.
Haase was prominent in church and
Y. M. C. A. circles, but he -carried
bogus checks in his Bible.

Rev. J. F. Vichert, pastor of Calvary
Baptist church, gave evidence that
Haase had come to him to pay a debt
of $13. He had tendered a check for
$33 signed by James Leigh & Sons and
drawn in his favor. The pastor cashed
it and gave Haase $21 in change.

J. T. Legg gave evidence of cashing
a check  for Haase at the Maryland
restaurant, and of being out $12 as a
result—for the check was bogus.

The chief told of how Haase had as-
sociated himself with church work and
of his “doing” his friends, thus gained.
He also' told of Haase’s doings since
arrest in Vancouver, where, under an
assumed name, he had prepared other
bogus checks which might have been
passed had he not been arrested.
Haase pleaded guilty. He said:

severe raking over.
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“I can certainly say I'm sorry, but
it’s too late now.”

The magistrate concurred as to the
lateness of his sorrow, and sentenced
him to two years’ imprisonment on
each charge, the sentences t(}, run con-
currently. " il o
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Mia_s‘orodoff
Latest Victim

Governor of Viborg Is Serlously
Wounded by a Youthful
Revolutionls’,

Had Been Extra Energetic Ia
Attempted Russification of
Finland.

Lithuania Formulates Demand
For Restoration of Anclent
Privileges.

20.—Governor Miasorodoff was
shot and seriously wounded to-
day by a lad about fifteen years
3ld, who obtained entrance to the gov-
ernor’s office and fired three times at
him, one bullet inflicting a serious wound
and the others slightly wounding the
governor’s legs. The governor’s clerks
and secretary were unable to stop the
would-be assassin, who rushed to the
street. However, he was arrested with-
out a struggle:
The governor’s condition is eritical.
Later: The youth who shot the gov-
ernor_has been identified as Matti Hjal-
mar Reinekke, who admits that he is a
revolutionist. He hails from the north-
western part' of Finland, but recently
has lived in Stockholm to avoid arrest
on acecount of his known revolutionary
ideas. He returned four days ago to
Finland and spent three days in Viborg,
but declines 1o reveal his stopping place.
Governor Miasorodoff has been most
energetic in the Russification of Finland
and memorials have been sent to the
Estates petitioning for his removal on
account of his illegal methods and the
general conditions in his province, which
were pronounced to be intolerable.
Reinekke, who had lost one of his
arms recently in a railway accident,
when asked if his name was Reinekke,
replied:
“The police of Helsingfors know me,
my motive, and the governor’s record.”
London, March 20.—A despatch to a
néws agency from Copenhagen says the
name of the assailant of the governor of
Viborg is Matti Hjalmar, and that he
has confessed he is an anarchist.
Lithuania, the last of the non-Russian
provinces to formulate demands for the
restoration of its ancient privileges, asks
equality with the Russian inhabitants in
the purchase and leasing of land, free-
dom of religion, recognition of the Lith-
uanian language in all public business,
and in the court, and that knowledge of
the language be made obligatory on all
Russian officers coming in contaet with
the Lithuanian population.
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TELEGRAPHERS NEXT.

Operators on Siberian Railway Are Out
for Better Wage.

Chita, Eastern Siberia, Mareh 20.—
‘Although the railroadmen’s strike on the
section of the Siberian line east of Lake
Baikal has ceased, the telegraph opera-
tors have now stopped work, demanding
an increase of wages. Policemen and
other state employees are being engaged
to replace the strikers. .

GREEN AND GAYNOR.
Suit Against U. 8. Government Sus-
pended by Order for Appnranc_‘.

« \WasHington, Mharch 20.—The suit of
\Greene and Gayuor, in the name of the
‘Atlantie Contracting Co., to recover
about $710,000 from the government for
work done and because of contracts in
connection with their work in improving
Cumberland Sound, Ga., was brought to
a standstill today by an order.of the
court of claims directing them to appear
here and give testimony in the case, and
that its prosecution be stayed until the
order is complied with.

RETREAT PROVES U NEVENTFUL.

Latest Despatches From Manchuria
Indicates Orderly Retirement.

¢ St. Petersburg, March 21.—(2:15 a.
m.)—The latest despatches from Man-
churia indicate that the retreat of the
Russian army is being conducted un-
eventfully. The last few days were un-
marked by fighting of a serious nature.
The Russians are neglecting no precau-
tious to avoid pursuit and hamper the
construction of permanent Japanese lines
of supplies.

Despatches received ' yesterday an-
nounce that a cannonade had been
heard south of Tie Pass is apparently
in error.

M. Tussekoff, an Associated Press cor-
respondent who had been accompanying
Gen. Rennenkampff’s corps of the eas-
tern army, and whose despatches sud-
denly ceased with the beginning of the
retreat, has arrived at ‘Gunshu Pass,
having been wounded in the early stages
of the retirement.

According té an Associated Press de-
spatch from Guishu Pass, the appoint-
ment of Gen. Linevitch has made a good
impression with the army, the new com-
mander enjoying the affection and con-
fidence of the troops almost in the same
measure as Gen. Kuropatkin. Both are
fighters and not careless.

VIBORG, European Russia, March

RUSSIA DOGGEDLY OBSTINATE.
Preparations for Bitter War Continue
—Kuropatkin Returning.

St. Petersburg, March 20.—The story
that Gen. Kuropatkin remained at the
front in command of Gen. Linevitch’s
old First Army is untrue. He is proceed-
ing to Irkutsk, where he may stop a
short time to recuperate before return-
ing to St. Petersburg. His nerves are
said to be badly shattered. It is again
being positively affirmed that Kuropat-
kin requested the Emperor to' relieve
him. A despatch from Gunshu Pass,
dated today, says that since this morn-
ing artillery fire has been going on about
seven miles south of Tie Pass.

Emperor Nichotas is almost daily in
conference with Gen. Dragomiroff, Min-
ister of War Sakharoff and others on
the situation, and the general staff is
energetically at work planning the re-
organization of the army and consider-
ing ways and means. Preparations con-
tinue, irrespective of the possibulity of
peace,” for a demonstration of Russia’s
ability to prosecute the war, which is
regarded as vital whether peace nego-
tiations begin or not. The bankers and
Finance Minister Kokovsoff have had a
final meeting, at which terms for the
new .internal loans were completed, and
it 18 expected they will be formally an-
nounced in a few days. Paul Lessar,
Russiair ‘minister to China, has commu-
nicated to Russia the most solemn assur-
ance from the Chinese government re-
garding its intention to preserve neu-
trality.

o

FIRE AT BEAVERTON.
Beaverton, ‘Ont., March 20.—Fire last
night damaged Dobson’s flour mill to the
extent of $40,000; insurance, $14,000. An
overheated journal of the electric light
plant caused the fire.

MORTALLY WOUNDED.

Fonda, N. Y., March 20.—Frank
Knight of Fnitonville was shot and
probabily fatally wounded here‘togiay by
Deputy Sheriff Sager wkile resisting ar-
rest. g 3
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