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ontreal Millionaire’s Generous|
MOffer to Pay Cost of Three
Years’ Teaching.

Skilled Instructors and Equip-
ment for One or More Places
in Each Province.

i'rom @uwr Own Correspondent.

Ottawa, Nov. 2.—Prof. Robertson de-
livered an address before the (?ttawn
schoel Board to-night on the su.bJ'ect ?1’
the imtreduction of manual training in
(anada. He announced that Sir Wll-
tiam €. Macdonald, of Montreal, h?d
cenereusly offered to pay f_or the equip-
ment required for educational maz'xual
{rainiag in one place in every province
in Camada, and also to meet th.e e?:penge
of qualified teachers and incidental

naintenance for three years in all these

places. 5
- The eoffer will afford manual training

to all beys between 9 and 14 years of
sge in public schools. Tt applies to Ot-
tawa and Brockville in Ontario, Char-
lottetown and Summerside, some place
in Quebec; Truro; Fredericton, N. B.;
Winnipeg; Calgary; and some place in
British Columbia. Trained and experi-
enced teachers will be brought from
Jiurope at first to be in charge of the
schools, and next summer it is proposed
o send teachers from Canada to Great
3ritain and Sweden to take a course of
nanual training there.

GAZETTE NOTICES.

N mumber of Applications to Be Made to
the Legislature at the
Next Session.

Yesterday's Provineial Gazette con-
ained but few notices of interest, the
mly appeintment noted being that of

it. H. Pidcock, of Alert Bay, as a justice
»f the peace. :

'\\"Llljj. Lees and J. R. Stitt, Grand
i'orks; H. L., Brown and John Pugh,
axidermists, Vanecouver; and W. A.
Anderson and John MecLeod, hotel-
;eopers, of Bennett, have dissolved part-
nership.

'.Twpl;'. C. Great Gold Gravels Dredge

ing ©erporation will apply at the

vt session of the legislature for a

inge of title and to enlarge and vary

ir powers. The United Canneries,

mited, will apply to have their txt.le
changed to the United Canneries of Brit-
i~h Columbia, Limited. e

[he Greenwood Times Printing &
Publishing Co., of Greenwood, capital
£25,000; B. C. Trading Stamp Co., of
Vancouver, capital $50,000; T. J. Trapp
& Co., of, New Waestminster, capital
$25,000; ~Axlington-Burns Copper-Gold
Company, of Greenwood, capital $1,500,-
000, have been incorporated.

A revision court will be held for the
Lilloeet district at Clinton on November
o0

23,

The British Pacific Gold Property Co.
apply for a water record for mining pur-
poses from Penny creek, in¥Alberni.
They ask for 1,000 inches.

Tenders will be received by W. S.
Gore, deputy commissioner of lands and
works, up to November 18 for the erec-
tion of a bridge across the Courtenay
river in Comox.

J. H. Lawson, F. W. Vincent, J. A
Thomsen, F'. B. Gregory, W. A. Lorimer
and William Laird, of Victoria, apply
for incerporation for the James Bay
Boys’ Brigade Hall Association.

All placer claims in the Kamloops,
Asheroft, Yale, Similkameen, Victoria
and New Westminster recording distric'ts
are- laid over until June 1. Those in
Trail Creek district go over until May 1.

Application will be made at the next
meeting of the legislature for an act to
incorporate a company to build and oper-
ate a railroad from the head of Kitimaat
\rm to Hazelton. Mryr. Frank Higgins
s actimg for the applicants.

GOMING ATTRACTIONS.

Ben Hendricks at the Victoria Theatre
Te-morrow Evening.— A Milk
White Flag.”

Ben Hendricks, the well-known dialect
comedian, by arrangement with Jacob
i.itt, will present his latest play, a “ A
Yenuine Yentleman,” at the Vietoria
theatre to-morrow night. The comedy,

which is en a higher plane than 1}Ir.
Hendricks’ former character of “Yon
Yonsen,” is not without its serious side.
[t depiets the adventures of a young
Swede omr an ocean voyage to this coun-
try, the difficulties encountered by him in
1 Western mining camp, the discovery of
lis long lost brother, whom he saves
‘rom disgrace by generously making
sood his defalcations, and last the em-
barrassments of his love affairs a‘nd
other ineidents of his honeymoon. The
quaint speech and manners of the young
Swede provoke much merriment, and
Mr. Hendricks is the only actor on the
American stage who has succeeded in
thoroughly mastering the difficult dialect
of the Americanized Swede. Mr. Ar-
thur @. Aiston will provide the play with
a great quantity of special scenery, and
the comwpany is the strongest Mr. Hen-
dricks has ever had.
& % %

Charles H. Hoyt’s contribution to
dramatie literature, entitled, “ A Milk
White Flag,” has been partly re-written
and many new witticisms and bright
lines added. The auuthor has also de-
vised mew situations and new bits of
husiness of his own peculiar-style, and
generally improved its former s’tandarg
of excellence. “ A Milk White Flag
is amomg the'best of Hoyt’s successes,
The gemeral idea of a good-nat\_lrgd
satire on the militia and their peculiari-
'ies is capital, and the theme is treated
n a highly creditable manner, and from
1_dramatist so fertile in resources as Mr.
[oyt, it has indeed proved a fruitful
theme. 1t is a most brilliant and
elaborate production in all that goes to
make up a spectacular stage exhibition.
The gay uniforms of the soldiers, the
vivandierres, the color-hearers and
fmale messengers contribute pleasing
color and tone to the various stirring
bictures, and there 4s a sense of racy
humor throughbut, which is greatly rel-
ished by the average audience. The
female members of the company are full
of dash and picquancy, and the musical
brozramme has been augmented consid-
erably. “A Milk White Flag?” is
booked for Monday night at (.- Victoria
theatre,

”akgiq'sm-G&dtf:Brithinnmst expect to

fight several nations, for Canada, Ans-
tralia and other colonies are practically
nations,’ spoke the truth. I knew that
Canada wonld do her share,” he said,
“but I hardly expected to see her out.
do’ the Australinn colonies.  In Aus-
tralia and New Zealand the greatest en-
thusiasm prevailed, and like in Canada,
there are thousan&s of capable fighting
men willing and anxious to go to the
front.” : 3

Severgl army officers have been in
Australia looking for horses for the Im-
perial government. This led the Aus-
tralian Star to make an estimate of the
number of horses available in New South
Wales. The Star says:

“The total number of horses in New
South Wales is set down by the govern-
ment statist as 449,000, and they are
classified as follows: Draught, 140,000;
light harness, 115,000; saddle, 194,000.
Further statistics show that 57,062 will
become fit for market during the com-
ing year, Of these 17,391 will be
draught horses, 18,485 light harness,
and 21,186 saddle. It is estimated that
15,280 of them will be fit for the In-
dian and China markets.

“Taking, however, the total number of
horses in the colony, including those al-
ready fit, as well as those becoming fit
for export, it is estimated that we have
115,000 available for sale, viz., 28,000
draught, 37,000 light harness, and 50,-
000 saddle. The British emissaries
should’ therefore find themselves will
served in New South Wales.”

IN THE HOUR OF TRIAL.

God of Battles! Aid us—gulde us
In our struggle for the right,
Lest our hearts, in error, worship
The magnificence of might,
Not with craven souls to falter;
Not to feed a sullen pride;
Nor with base, dissembled conscience,
Irksome duty thrust aside.
\

Now our sabres flash for justice;
Wrong must cease, and right prevail;
Now our cannon boom for freedom,
Empire rides on every gale!

Hark! The clash of giant conflict!
Heard you not the trumpet call?
Host to host opposed in slaughter;
Death triumphant over alll

No, not Death—for Truth is stronger,
And the might of right must sway.
Know you not the bright To-morrow
Ushered by the dark To-day2

Cheer, then, Britons—tho’ to freedom
Gory footprints pave the road.
Shall the children fear to nurture
Liberties their sires bestowed?

For our fathers—foes to tyrants—
Wrote our Charters with their blood;
Chartered rights of holy empire,
Democratic brotherhood.

Still, oh Ged of Battles, aid us

In our struggle for the right;

And when jealous foemen menace,
Give us courage still to fight.

FREDERIC IRVING TAYLOR.

O

MASQUERADE BALL.

Sens and Daughters of St. George
Celebrate Ninth Annual Social.

Last night the Sons and Daughters of
St. George celebrated their ninth annunal
social with a grand masquerade ball and
supper in the A. O. U. W. hall. ' The
building was crowded with spectators
and maskers, and it was, as many pro-
nounced it, a “huge success.” Much
variety and originality were displayed in
the costumes. Maskers vied hard with
one another for honors, and the result
can well be imagined- The styles were
up-to-date. Newsboys with copies of
the Colonist giving the latest war news
from the Transvaal were everywhere in
evidence. The Boer was also on hand,
but conspicuous above all, patriotic Brit-
ishers decked out in red, white and blue.
So interesting a gathering could not lose
its attractiveness, and the crowds re-
mained until the last or until the dance
was over. Supper was served at mid-
night, the dining hall being provided with
three tables stretching its full length,
very tastefully set. Bantly’s orchestra
of six pieces provided the misic for the
event. Prize dancing was of course an
important feature of the event, and this
contest resulted as follows:

LIST OF PRIZES.

Best dressed lady—Mrs, Winn, dress
satin and pearls. Best dressed gent—J. M.
MacGregor, costume Louis XVI.

Historical—Best dressed lady—Mrs. Ken-
worthy. Historical—Best dressed gent—M.
Bridges, Louis XIII.

Sustained Character—Best lady—Mr. L.
Craigie, Klootchman. Gent—F. Mellis.

Original Character--Best lady—Mrs. Ed-
mcnds, represented ‘‘Music.”” Best gent—
Jos. Madden, Irishman.

Prettiest Costume—Lady—Miss Wills.
Gent—J. Penketh,

Advertising Costume, Lady Representing
Times—Mrs. 1. Ure. Gent—Jack Smith,
groceries.

National Costume—Lady—Mrs. Mulecahy,
Eritannia. . Gent—J. B. Robarts.

SPECIAL PRIZES.

Topsy—Miss M. Young.

Chinese Lady—Mrs., Workman.

Butterfly—MIiss Daisy Bridges; Little Ce-
cilia Carroll,

Waitress—Ella Waddell.

Tramp—Chester Merryfield.

Gypsy Queen—Miss E. Furnace.

Cake Walk—Victoria and J. Penketh.

Thosg " directly responsible for the
success of the dance ,were Albert Ward,
J. F. Jones, J. Renouf, S. Greenhalgh,
A, Bowman, W, H. Price, H. Allen, J.
Penketh, Mrs. Penketh, Mrs. Green-
halgh, Mrs. Harding, Mrs. Levy, Mrs.
Mulcahey and Mrs. Rowbottom.

Annual Social.—The annual social of
Majestic Council, Royal Arcanum, will
take place in the Pioneer hall, corner of
Broad street and Trounce avenue, as pre-
viously announced, to-morrow evening.
Those having tickets are requested to be
there early in order to secure seats. The
chair will be taken promptly at 8 o’clock.
The programme has been filled by tp]ent
exceptionally well qualified to furnish a
first-class entertainment, so that all at-
tending may be assured of an enjoyable
evening.

e e S

Police Returns.—During the month of
October the police register shows 78 con-
victions, ome case sent up for trial and
14 cases discharged.  The various of-
fences were as follows: assault, 3; aggra-
vated assault, 1; breaking and entering,
1; infractions of city by-laws, 4; drunks,
50 (of whom 29 were Indians); fraud,1;
indecent exposure, 1; keeping a house of
ill-fame, 1; malicious injury to property,
3;-possession of intoxicants, 6; supplying
intexicants, 1; stealing, 9; unsound mind,
6; and vagrancy, 3. There were two
necessary witnesses.

Their gentle action and good effect on
the system really make them a perfect
little pill. They please those who use
them. Carter’s Little Liver Pills may well
be termed “Perfection.”

Trustee Marchant’s Letter the
Cause of a Great Public
Meeting

Patriotic Speeches and Resolu-
rions After Dealing With
~the Main Question.

A monster public meeting, which filled
the large council chamber at the city hall
and overflowed into the corridors, last
evening demanded that Mr. William
Marchant resign his seat at the board of
echool trustees. This action was taken
on account of a letter published in the
Times on Saturday evening and address-
ed to the clergy of the city who had
preached on the war in South Africa.
There was a good deal of fun in the
meeting, but beneath it all was a deter-
mination that a man who held such views
as the writer of the letter should not con-
tinue as a member of the school board.
Mr. Marchant was not present himself,
but wrote a letter, in explanation. There
was no one there to defend him, except-
ing of course Mr. Alex. Wilson, who is
always in his element when taking an
opposite view to that held by the large
majority; while Mr. Walter Morris ask-
ed forgiveness for the offender. Before
adjourning the meeting passed resolu-

tions endorsing the action of the Imperial
government; expressing the opinion that
Ca_npda should bear her share in main-
taining the Empire and sympathy with
the relatives of those who had fallen in
defence of their Queen and country. It
was a great gathering of patriots, men
who wanted their children to learn no
disloyal sentiments from those elected
to_see to their proper education.

Mayor Redfern was voted to the chair
and Major Ben Williams was elected
secrctary. During the meeting the
Mayor read the following letters from
Mr. Marchant, Bishop Perrin and Rev.
Mr. Hughes:

Haughton Street,
Vietoria, B, C., Oct. 31, 1899,
To the Chairman of Public Meeting:

Dear Sir: I observed by the daily news-
pipers tpnt a public meeting was to be eall-
ed to dlscuss_a letter written by me and
pPublished in the Daily Times. As I have
recelved no invitation to attend.-a course
vsually adopted in meetings of this kind
—I have no course left open but to remain
at home.

I.should have much liked to be present,
believing that a Victoria audience would be
ready to accord fair play to any one, how-
ever unpopular’ his course may be.

Permit me, however, to say in defence
that the whole of my letter was dictated as
a religious man to religious teachers. I
had for years admired the saintly life and
character of Bishop Cridge. I had worked
in harmony with Dr, Campbell and Rov.
J. C. Speer on moral and religious matters.
I had read Bishop Perrin’s strong demands
for religious teaching in our schools. And
it appeared to me that these gentlemen had
fnrggtten for a time their "proféssions’ as
ministers-of Jesus Christ, in thelr other ca-
pucities as citizens.

The letter was written in a vein of satire,
without one particle of intentional malice,
ill feeling or disrespect; the only intention
of which was to arouse the thought of
Christian people to the horrors and deso-
lation of war. And in so doing I have of-
fended against the rules of kindly feeling
and good taste. If either of the gentlemen
attacked will- say that I have done him
wrong, or misrepresented him in any way,
I freely and unreservedly apologise to
him.

May I further say that nothing I have
said or done can fairly be construed as an
expression of disloyalty. The first lettet
I wrote upon the subject made the statt-
nient that in the event of war ‘“no loyal
British subject could but desire the gac-
cess of the British arms.” :

Deploring as I do the sanguinary method
of dealing with international disputes, I
cannot but believe, and have freely express-
ed the opinion, that there could be but one
result of the war, and that is the sover-
eignty of Great Britain over South Africa.
There are prominent men in Great Britain,
of high standing in all political parties and
in all religious circles, who have spoken
and ‘written with feelings of horror at the
thought of war, and no one ever charged
them with disloyalty. Sir Edward Clarke,
M.P. for Plymouth, Mr.. John Morley, M.P.,
Mr. J. T. Bright, ex-M.P., have all depre-
cated a recourse to arms. And as a lifelong
advocate of international arbitration I have
ventured to openly express sentiments of
that character. z

I might have written under an anony-
mous signaure, in which case I should have
avoided an unpleasant notoriety. But
whilst this would have been easy, it did
seem to me a coward’s course. I also be-
lieved that the intelligent ecitizenship of
Victoria would readily discern between an
honest avowal of humanitarian doctrines
and an apparent reflection upon the patriot-
ism and military ardor of the majority of
our citizens. I have been accustomed for
many years io look to the mnisters of re-
ligion as interpreters and expounders of the
teachings of Jesus of Nazareth. And I do
not think either of the gentlemen I named
In my letter will assert over his signature
or in public meeting that in publicly sanc-
tioning war he was saying or doing that
which is in accordance with thé prineiples
inculcated by the Christ of the Gospels.

In conclusion, I wish to avow in the clear-
est terms my loyalty to the British Empire.
I am an enthusiastic admirer of her insti-
tutions, a bellever in the honor of her
statesmen, the purity of her laws, and the
integrity of her judges. And my best and
highest aspirations are conneced with the
British fiag, and I think I am no less a
patriot because I sorrow over the miseries
and desolations caused by war.

I have the honor to be

Your obedient servant,

W. MARCHANT.

Bishopsclose,
Victoria, B. C., Oct. 31, 1899.

My Dear Sir: I beg to thank you for the
invitation to be present on the platform
this evening, but I feel that it would be
a mistake if I accepted, as it is most de-
sirable that all personalities should be
avoided. The object of the meeting. will,
it seems to me, be attained if a quiet and
dignified protest is entered against the
tone and contents of Mr. Marchant’s letter,
and the writer expresses his regret for
having sent it to the newspaper, and the
editor for having published it. If on the
other hand, Mr. Marchant thinks that he
has*committed no offence against religion
and the citizens as a body, I hope that he
will appeal to their opinion by resigning
his position as a trustee of the :school
beard, and offer himself for re-election. If
the vacancy has to be filled by the board,
he will at all events know the opinion of

his fellow trustees, and if he has to appeal

in this matter clearly shows that the peo-

‘ple of Victoria are certalnly 'mot ttle]

i opm i - L L S
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; ROBT. HUGHES.

Mayor Redfern in opening said that all
must’deplore and regret that the letter
was written, but he asked that each
speaker be given a fair hearing.

The secretary having read the letter
complained of Mr. George Jeeves rose
to move a resolution. In a few supple-
mentary remarks he said the Times had
seen fit to call the promoters of the meet-
ing a lot of hotheads. He acknowledged
the corn and would be a hothead as long
as such letters coutinued to appear.
(Applause.) He denied nobody the right
of speech, but when a man took advant-
age of it he must also take the conse-
quences. (Applause.) The Times furth-
er said that politics had animated the
promoters of the meeting, “In plain
Anglo-Saxon” said Mr. Jeeves “the man
who says that lies.” Mr, Marchant had

"been elected as a school trnstee and as

a parent ke did not want his children te
be taught such patriotism(?) as Mr.
Marchant preached.” He would sooner
have trustees and teachers like those
at Revelstoke: who had taken the child-
ren to the train to cheer on the yolun-
teers, giving them an object lesson of
what they might be called upon to do
some day, shoulder a rifle and march to
the defence of the Empire. (Loud ap-
piause.)

Mr. Jeeves then read the following reso-
lation, which was seconded by Mr. Wm.
Furpel:

Be it resolved that in the opinion of
this meeting the conduect of William
Marchant, customs appraiser, and one of
the school trustees of the city of Victoria,
In writing the letter addressed to Bishop
Cridge, Dr. Campbell, Bishop Perrin,
Revs,  J. C. Speer and Robert Hughes,
published in the issue of the Victoria
Daily Times on the 28th day of October
instant, is offensive and unpatriotic in
the extreme, unworthy of one oceupying
the position of school trustee, and an
office in the service of the Dominion of
Canada, and meets with the unguali-
fied disapproval of this meeting, which

ereby demands of him that he resign
forthwith his position of school trustee.

Be it further resolved that a copy of
this resolution, together with a copy of
the said letter so published be forwarded
by the chairman and secretary of this
mecting, accompanied by a suitable coy-
ering letter, to the Premier of the Domin-
lon of Canada, and algo to the senators
and members of the House of Commons
for the province of British Columbia.

Things began to warm up a little when
Mr. Walter Morris took the platform,
nlthough_hissing and catealls had greeted
the reading of Mr, Marchant's original
le.tter and ringing cheers that of the Lord
Blshqp of Columbia. In opening Mr.
Morris gave the audience to understand
that he did not agree with the sentiments
contained in the letter but he asked the
uudlex_xce to believe that it was written
at a time of great mental excitement and
he told of how sorry Mr, Marchant was
for having written it. He asked the au-
dience sto forgive the writer, but they
were evidently not in a forgiving humor
as the request was answered with the
public meeting cries . of dissent.

The Mayor had several times to ask
the audience to allow Mr. Morris to
continue.

In answer to calls from all parts of the
hall Mr. C. H. Lugrin took the platform
and gave it as his opinion that Mr. Mar-
chant’s second letter aggravated the
case. It called for more indignation than
the first one. Mr. Morris was kindly
disposed towards Mr. Marchant and said
that if the reverend gentlemen to whom
the letter was addressed forgave him,
the public should do so. 1If the letter had
only been addressed to the reverend gen-
tlemen .there would have been no public
meeting. But the letter struck at the
traditions and institutions of the Em-
pire and flung insults at the flag, which
to Britishers was the emblem of liber-
ty. Like Mr. Jeeves he denied no man
the freedom of speech but held that they
must be held responsible for what they
said. (Applause.)

Mr. Gordon Hunter, the next speaker,
called for; said the charitable view
to take of the matter was that the let-
ter was written with an egotistical desire
to get into print, otherwise the writer
would have had it typewritten and sent
copies to those to whom it was address-
ed, instead of having it printed. He
protested against Mr. Marchant’s utter-
ing such sentiments as a school trustee.
As for the war, all true Britishers hoped
it would be successful and when it was
over the map of South Africa would be
printed in but one color. (Applause.)

Major, Williams said when he first
rend the letter he was highly disgusted
as he did not believe there was a man in
the city who would utter such sentiments
The writer merited any punishment the
citizens meted out to him. The speaker
had long been connected with the sechool
board and knowing the bearing the per-
sonal view of trustees had on teachers
and pupils, he contended Mr. Marchant
was no longer fit to continue in his posi-
tion. Mr. Marchant was living on the
taxes of the people and he should respect
the opinion of the people. (Applause.)

Mr. Alex. Wilson delivered one of his
characteristic speeches, starting by say-
ing that he did not expect to please any-
body and ecarrying out his promise, he
said it was all humbug to say the letter
would have any effect on the children
and then launched into a personal attack
on the previous speakers. ridiculing Mr.
Jeeves' pronunciation of words and
questioning Mr, Lugrin’s sincerity when
speaking of loyalty. He contended that
nine-tenths of the people at the drill hall
on the occasion of the farewell to the
volunteers had scoffed at the prayers of
the ministers, a statement which was
received with cries of dissent. Mr. Wil-
son continued in this strain, referring to
war as murder, and after many inter-
ruptions ending with the remark, “I
don’t know as I pleased anybody and
I don’t care.”

Mr., Jeeves rose to thank Mr. Wilson
for his personal remarks. He had only
hagd,the advantages of a fetv weeks edu-
cation and wondered if Mr. Wilson
would have done so well as he under
similar eircumstances.
 Mr. W. G. Bden having delivered N
stiring patriotic speech the resolution
was put and carried.

Mr. C. H. Lugrin then moved the fol-
lowing resolution which was seconded by
Mr. G. S. Williams and ecarried.

Resolved: that this meeting declares its
hearty approval of the course taken by
the Imperial government in dealing with
the South African Republic, and ex-
presses its unbounded admiration for the
courage displayed by our troops on the
field of battle and its sympathy for the
dead and wounded, the prisoners and
their families.

.and money in de
all times and in all places ‘where the in-
terests of the Empire demand.
~In speaking to the resolution Mr. Lug-
rin said he considered it only right that
all Britishers ghould express the senti-

{ments contained in the resolution. The

course of Great Britain had been mark-
ed with toleration, forbearance and = a
determination to do what was right.
Were 60,000 people to rule 200,000 or

el rather was Kruger and his council to be

‘allowed to make laws to suit themselves.
| Take the case of Mr. R. E. Brown of
this city. He brought an action against

was told by Kruger that if he gave a
decision against the governmgent he
‘would be dismissed. It was against such
actions as these that the British govern-
ment protested. To-day was a sad day
throughout the Empire, but British
troops had met with disaster before and
‘men .who had been forced to surrender
would be as much thought of in the fu-
‘ture as were the heroes of Balaclava.
He had’ never defended his loyalty, but
‘would say one thing that when he ad-
viseg young men to volunteer he did so
as one who had himself volunteered
when an enemy was in the country.

The resolution having been carried
with cheers, the audience joined in sing-
ing “Ged save the Queen” and after
passing a vote of thanks to the chairman
dispersed.

S B e e i A
MR, MARCHANT'S FREAK.

From the New Westminster Columbian,

Some comment seems called for on the
rather peculiar letter, which we reproduce
elsewhere, from Mr. Willlam Marchant, of
Victoria, to a number of prominent clergy-
men of that city, of various denominations,
concerning their patriotic attitude towards
the Canadian Transvaal contingent, or Vie-
toria’s contribution to the same, which let-
ter appeared, over Mr. Marchant g signa-
ture, in the Victoria- Times of Saturday
last, and, aceording to our special despatch
from Victoria yesterday, is to be made the
subject of discussion by a publie meeting
at the capital to-night, a hundred names
having been secured in a short time to the
requisition asking the Mayor to call a meet-
ing for the purpose, the idea evidently be-
ing to hold. Mr. Marchant as a public of-
ficial, Dominion and civie, responsible for
the public expression of such sentiments.

While one may admire the courage of
Mr. Marchant in thus flying in the face of
the evident patriotic sentiment of the over-
whelming majority, including the best ele-
ments of the community, not only of' the
Capital city, but of every town and city
apnd rural community in the province and
throughout the Dominion, one cannot fail
to perceive at the same time the utter
pointlessness and illogicalness of the whole
tirade, nor help wondering what peculiar
rrocess of reasoning dictated the produc-
tion; what, in other words, were the writ-
er’s assumptions on which it was based? As
there are no conceivable' conditions which
could more completely justify the position
in which Great Britain finds herself in this
quarrel than the. conditions which actu-
ally exist, and which led up to the present
sitvation, one is forced to conclude that
the writer of this pcculiar letter must as-
scme, as the basis of his screed, that war
is unjustifiable in apy conceivable circum-
siances.

Let us look at the assumption. War, wan-
tonly provoked or precipitated, or lightly
entered into, all will admit to be an un-
speakable crime. But war in defence of
principles, convictions, rights, . even of
rightly held territory, as a last, unavoidable
rescrt—as the only apparent alternative to
n.aking an ignoble surrender of all or any
of the essemtials that have been justly
held for in diplomacy—is 'a ndtional duty,
that may not be weakly shirked without
loss of national manhood, prestige and
honor, and all that such loss would in-
volve—a degradation in the family of na-
tions and an invitation to insult and spoil-
ation on every side. We bave said that
war, when unavoidable, is justifiable, in de-
fence of principles, convictions, rights, ete.
‘We are not overlooking the fact that arbi-
tration is possible. But there must first be
a basis of agreement, on which to arbitrate,
arrived at. In the case of the Iong-standigg
and vexed difficulties between Great B:‘}t-
ain and the Transvaal, which unhappily
eventuated in war, Britaln was striving,
with remarkable patience, to bring those
difference, involving most important prin-
ciples on her part, to a peaceful lssue,. after
repeated and most exasperating failures,
showing an utterly insincere and untract-
able spirit on the part of those who repre-
sented the Boer Republic—when the latter
inconsistently put itself out of court by is-
suing an insulting and impossible ultima-
tum, declaring war and initiating an armed
invasion of British territory! What, for
pity’s sake, would Mr. Marchant and those
wh’o think with him; if there are any, have
had Great Britain do in the circumstancgs?
The mistake which all such welll meaning
people evidently make 1is ln_ﬁxmg their
minds upon some imaginary Utopia, where
things are as they ought to be, inﬁtead of
grappling with the stern facts of things
as they are.
From the Vancouver World.
There is a gentleman in Victoria. named
William Marchant, who holds an office un-
der the Dominion govemmont,. and who
is a public school trustee, who, if he were
living in the United States, would be kgown
as a copperhead. In a letter to the Times
of ihat city he referred in a coarse and
brutal manner to-the clergymen wh? ad-
dressed the members of the Victoria Trans-
vaal contingent previous fo their departure
for the Cape, and incidentally scoffed g.t
the Bible by.saying that the soldiers wxll,
find them handy to throw at the Boers
heads. In this way Mr. Marchant has in-
sulted every citizen of Victoria except him-
sclf, and it is no wonder that the .Muyor
has been asked to call a public meeting for
this evening to deal with his unpatriotic
screed and show the world at large in
what execration such conduct is held by
a loyal people. We would have felt asham-
ed of the people of the Capital if they
had not taken immediate action. Mr. Mar-
chant ig a Boer lover, evidently. To his
mind they are everything that is sweet and
lovely, while the British soldiers who are
striving at the Empire’s call to secure fair
treatment for fellow members are every-
thing that is execrable and vile. He car-
ries this feeling so far that he is capable
in his letter of making a jokingly sarcastic
reference to the death of Sir Willlam Sy-
mons. Some people will wonder if the ad-
ministration of this possession of t+he
Queert could not manage to get along with-
out Mr. Marchant's services, so that he may
hie away to the Transvaal to assist his
dear friend, the arrant old hypocrite dicta-
tor, Oom Paul Kruger.
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POINT ELLICE BRIDGE.

To the Editor of the Colonist.

Sir: In your article on the Point

ﬁice bridgi question in this morning’s
paper, one very important misstatement
aprears. You say “no by-law was ever
svbmitted to the people.” As a matter
of fact, I introduced a by-law into the
city council of 1896, immediately after
the agreement was signed, to.prowde the
sum of $125.000 for the building of a
preper bridge, which by-lavg passed the
council, and being submitted to the
people found but 55 supporters, over 159
ratepayers having petitioned the council
to bring in the by-law ! i

- men ¢ ¢ ‘defence ,oth?the ﬂa; atf

the Transvaal. The judge who tried it]

Arrival at Fremantle of the Long
Overdue Steamer
Waikato.

Advices Brought From the
South Colonies By the
Steamer Miowera.

The Canadian-Australian = liner Mio~
wera, Capt. F. A, Hemming, reached the
outer wharf at 8 yesterday morning, af-
ter a pleasant voyage of 22 days from
the Southern Seas. She brought but few
passengers, they being: Mr., T, Riley,
a correspondent of the London Daily
News, who has been travelling through
Asia and Australia; Mr. W. D. Birchall,
of the Toronto Silver Plate Company,

who has been appointing ‘agents in Aus-
tralia; Mr. C. D. Cooper; Mr. T. T. Sis-
sons; Mr. H. R. Rodgers: Mr. M. C.
Clayton, another London correspondent,
who has been in Manila and is now
bound home; Mr. and Mrs. Miner, Mr.
J. W, Collins, Mr. L. Ahern, Mr. T. D
Ingersoll, Mr. C. Ridgway and daughter,
Mr. and Mrs. Sagata, and Mr. and Mrs.
J. J. Palmer. Mr. Palmer is well known
in Victoria, being largely interested in
Texada mines. He went to Australia to
fleat a.company to purchase the rights
for the Australian colonies. He suc-
ceeded, a company being floated at Mel-
bourne ‘with a capital of £170,000. Mr.
Palmer left here in June,

As cargo the Miowera brought 588
packages meats, 29 packages fruit, 1,850
carcasses mutton, 451 beer kegs, 105
bales skins, 10,000 bags sugar, 555 bags
hides and 18 packages sundries.

the passage, Purser Young makes
the following report: ‘“The Miowera
left Sydney, N. 8. W., at 2 p.m. on the
10th October; arrived at Brisbune on
the 12th October at 3:20 p.m., leaving
there again on 13th Oetober at 7:39 p.
m, Passed Vain Roro island of the San-
ta Cruz group on 17th October at 5:40
pm., and crossed equator on 20th Octo-
ber at 7:30 p.m., arriving at Honolula on
25th October at 2:53 p.m. Sailed thence
on same day at 10:27 p.m. Fine weather
had been met with to Honolulu, moder-
ate easterly winds and seas being ex-
perienced from Brisbane to equator,
thence to Honolulu fresh N.E. wind and
sea. From Homnelulu to arrival, fresh
to moderate variable winds and rough,
S.W. sea. On 1st November at 9 a.m.
passed a barque standing to S.W.”

UNEASINESS IN SAMOA.

Rumors Afloat of Possible Troubles
With the Natives Near Apia.

A correspondent writing from Apia
says: *“ Since last writing ail has re-
mained quiet, but there are many who
think it is only a ease of smouldering
fire. True the head chiefs of the rival

factions assert there is no likelihood of
fighting, but all the same there are dx_s-
quieting rumors being constantly put in
circulation.  Last week it was that the
Mataafa supporters in Savaii were erect-
ing forts and taking up positions rou{xd
the Malietoa district of Toa. This,
however, turned out on investigation to
be untrue. 'This week the report has
come down from eastward, Atua, Ma-
taafa’s strongest supporters, that the
chiefs there are having a fono (meeting),
and that some of them are anxious to
have Atua men come down and take up
positions occupied by them at the close
of hostilities in May last. This would
mean within some four or five miles from
Apia. The reason for this proposal is
stated to be the fact that the Malietoa
adherents from Falealili, Safata and
Savaii were here in large numbers on
the occasion of the wedding of ex-Vice-
King Tamasese, and it was clni_med }3y
their opponents that they Wwere in Ap{n
for political reasons. ‘This was not in
any way a political movement bv the
Malietoa party, and they only desired to
do honor to Tamasese and to, settle some
business matters with their counsel in
the late kingship trial. Previous to
coming to Apia the permission of the
authorities was asked and was not Te-
fused, and after the wedding festivities
and the conclusion of the business with
their lawyers, the crowd departed as they
came. :

“ The natives charged with man-
slaughter were tried Dbefore t‘hv two
native judges, Toomata and Tagalog,
and two of them were sentenced to terms
of imprisonment. Faalata, who occu-
pies the position of vice-kmg' under Mu-
taafa, objected after the decision to im-
prisonment being awarded', and requested
the judges to commute it with a fm_e.
This they declined to do, as the.law did
not permit of a fine being mpos»ed.
Thereupon Faalata took possession of
the prisoners, and, I am informed, took
them off to the German consulate to see
the consul about the matter.

“Tamasese was married last Satgxday
week to Faanifo, a daughter of Asi, one
of the Malietoa chiefs, who was deported
in 1888 with the late Malietoa Laupepa.
There was a great funetion; all the
foreigners were invited, and the leading
officials and residents attended the cere-
mony.

“The high commission issued a pro-
clamation forbidding the possession of
firearms by matives, and since :dleir de-
parture several have been punished _by
slight terms of imprisonment for having
rifles and fowling pieces. Of late the
officials seem to be bent on working on
conciliatory lines, and natives are now
allowed to go about with shotguns, and
pigeon shooting is in full swing. A_l-
though many rifles are stated to be in
the possession of both parties, no at-
tempt has been made to collect any fur-
ther arms. Tamasese and others of the
Malietoa party are still living close to
Apia, and the Mataafa party object to
this, and have interviewed the provi-
sional government on the subject, but
stated they did not wish the men-of-war
to interfere in the matter, as they were
anxious to avoid eomplications with the
powers; but they did expect the govern-
ment to strongly insist and demand that
Tamasese and his friends should obey
the commission order and return to their
homes.

“The copra season has been a very
good one and will last till the end of
next month; our traders have all been
having a good time, and if only the gov-
ernment of the country were firmly es-
tablished, gzood times and brisk business
would continue.”

REPORTED MURDER.

British Warship Proceeds to the Scene
to Conduct an Investigation.

The steamer Ville de la Ciotat, which
arrived at Sydney recently from New
Caledonia, ‘brotight news of the arrival

Further resolved: that it is the duty
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cabinet ministers being down with it at
one time.
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THREE MONTHS ADRIFT.

Arrival at Fremantle, Australia, of the
Overdue Steamer Waikato,

After drifting around the Southern Pa-
cific in a helpless condition for three

tow of a yessel much smaller than her-
self, the Waikato reached Fremantle,
Australia, on Sunday, August 8. She
left London on May 4 with a general
cargo for New Zealand ports, and on
June 5 her tail shaft broke, leaving her
at the mercy of the seas, she having to
rely on the few sails that could be set.
She could not go west towards the South
African coast, because all the prevailing
winds were between northwest and
southwest, and though at the time that
her shaft broke she was less than a
day’s steam from Port Elizabeth, it
took nearly four months to reach there.
LA position as nearly as possible on the
steam track from South Africa to Aus-
tralia was maintained, and when the
‘Waikato was first spoken, on July 28, by
-the bark Tacora, she was'in 30 deg. south
and 39 deg. east. The Tacora tried to
take her in tow, but the undertaking
was too much for the sailer in the heavy
seas, and after coming into collision
with the Waikato’s bows the attempt
was abandoned, and the Tacora went
on to Mauritius and reported the acci+
dent. Subsequently H. M. S, Melpomene
was sent from Mauritius to search, but
returned to Port Elizabeth and reported
being unable to find her. From other
sailing vessels the crew of the Waikato
Teceived provisions.

On September 15 she was sighted by
the steamer Asloun>and taken in tow.
Capt. Weston, of the Asloun, gave the
following aceount of the long tow: “The
Waikato is nearly twice the size of the
Asloun, and after drifting about for so
long her bottom would be very foul, and
very slow progress could be made. Fur-
thermore, the distance to any port was
very great, Fremantle, the nearest, be-
ing about 2,600 miles off, and the route
to be traversed was over an almost total-
ly unfrequented part of the ocean by
steamers. At any rate, should anything
have happened to the Asloun, such as
getting the tow rope around propeller,
then both ships would have been render-
ed helpless, .and might have drifted about
for months before assistance could have
reached them, Another matter had to
be taken into consideration. It was the
question of the exhaustion of my coal
supply, for I knew that I had not suffi-
clent coal on board to enable me to
reach Fremantle, travelling at the rate
of speed that towing would entail. How-
ever, I eventually agreed to do my best
to tow the disabled steamer into port,
provided the Waikato supplied me with
coal when opportunity offered. On this
decision being made known, the crew of
the Waikato mustered on the poop and
cheered again and again. After supply-
ing them with what provisions we could
spare a Tin. steel hawser attached to 30
fathoms cable was made fast to both ves-
sels, At 6 pm. the Asloun began to
tow. All went well for three days, but
on September 18, while a strong beam
wind was blowing, with a high sea run-
ning, the tow rope broke, and three
hours were spent in getting fast again.
At 10 a.m. on September 20 we reached
the small island of Amsterdam, under
the lee of which it was proposed to
tranship coal. Fortunately the day was.
fine, and the Asloun took up her position
close under the steep cliffs, holding the
Waikato in tow all the time. Coaling
was commenced at once, all hands of
both ships working with a will through-
out the day with boats. It was a bright
moonlight night, and, working continu-
ously, from the time of starting oper-
ations, by noon on the 21st 100 tons of
coal had been transhipped from the
bunkers of the Waikato to the bunkers
of the Asloun, This is probably a re-
cord performance in itself, a similar
feat never having been performed so far
as is known. At one time all of the five
boats employed broke adrift and got out
into the open sea, but they were brought
back again without mishap, thoroughly
tired out with their ardous labors; but
it was recognized that no other opportun-
ity would recur for coaling on the voy-
age, and the men bent themselves to
their task with a will. At 1:30 p.m. on
September 11 towing was resaumed by
the Asloun. A eable was placed round
the foremast, leading along the deck,
and passing out of the port-quarter
pipe. Another cable was fixed round
the mainmast, passing out on the star-
board-quarter pipe. All went well for
several days. On the evening of Sep-
tember 22 the ships were spoken by the
B. I. 8. 8. Ujina, bound for Newcastle,
New South Wales, and the captain was
asked to report them. This was the only
vessel sighted during the tow, and in the
track we were on it was remarkable that
we sighted anything. On September 28
a heavy gale from the southeast was en-
countered, which soon brought up a tre-
mendous sea, in which both vessels floun-
dered and wallowed about practically
helpless. About 8 p.m., during a ter-
rific squall, accompanied by blinding
showers of rain, the tow rope parted.
Fortunately the precautions taken
against such an emergency proved to
have been sufficient, and the gear was
kept from fouling the propeller of the
Asloun. Just about this time, with the
excessive rolling of the ship, the Asloun’s
funnel broke lose somewhere at the base,
and it had to be secured with chain lash-
ings to prevent its going over the side.
Having thus to look after our own safe-
ty, by keeping the Asloun’s head to sea
we soon lost sight of the Waikato in the
thick rain. We saw her burning fe-
quent flares for a time, but the thickness
of the haze soon prevented us from see-
ing these, and she drifted altogether out
of view. The gale moderated towards
morning, and as soon as daylight ap-
peared the horizon was eagerly scanned
for a sight of the Waikato. The steam-
er, however, had vanished completely.
At 10 o’clock, the sea having gradually
fallen, the Asloun was put about to look
for her companion. After steaming
about 40 miles in a N.N.W. direction
we came up with her at 5 p.m. on the
29th instant. 'We had her once more in
tow. This time the tow rope was re-
duced to 30 fathoms length, with 30
fathoms of steel rope, 30 fathoms of
mooring chain, and 60 fathoms of cable
chain. Rough, munsettled weather now
set in, and further wunpleasant experi-
ences were gone through. On October
5 at 10 a.m., during a strong southwest-
erly wind, the Asloun shipped a very
heavy sea over her poop, which washed
away everything moveable, broke the
cabin skylight, and completely flooded
the cabin to a depth of 2 feet, making
a dreadful mess of everything, and ruin-
ing the cargo and a quantity of stores.
During the 5th the wind settled into a
steady westerly breeze, ~which finally
brought the two storm-beaten vessels
safely into port about 8 a.m. on October
-7, to-the great rejoicing of all concerned.”
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