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The editor of the Columbian is
nothing if he is not untruthful and
abuflive. His long career has made
him an adept in both accomplish~
ments, and he has come to be looked
upon as a common scold, Had he been
a woman, and lived in the olden time,
he would bave been drawn through
the duck-pond that ornaments the
main street of New Westminster for
his incessant scandal His tongue
wags venomously against the best, the
ablest, and the most honored in the
land if they but dissent from his ex-
treme and vindictive schemes. Hven
silence and unobtrusiveness are ofs
fensive to him. He delights in val~
garity, thirsts for notoriety, and fau.-ly
riots in obloquy with the gusto of a
dog rolling in carrion. In the last
numter of his miserable sheet he pours
out the vials of -his wrath with uns
sparing hand upon the head of pcor
Mr Waddington for his efforts in be-
half of the country. Happily the
Columbian man is too well known in
this Colouy to carry any weight. He
shifts his views even more rapidly
than the guicksands of Frasermouth
8hift their pesition ; and as for * prin-
ciple,”. he is pof troubled with the
article. We assure our cotemporary.
that if he can suryive the weight of
his own abuse, Mr Waddington and
his project can thrive under it.

R ———

Frou Koorenay.—Five Kootenay miners
arrived by the steamer Liliooet on Sunday.
They left Wild Horse creek three weeks
ago, aud the only news they bring in addi-
tion to what has been published is, that there
was a little excitement on the creek in con=~
nection with. Findlay creek. Some French-
men, it appears, had been prospesting there,
and found diggings sufficiently promising to
justify them and their friends, twenty.five in
number, wintering on the creek. Théte
diggings are gituate above the canon on
Findlay creek, where no prospecting has
heretolore been done, and it is believed are
richer than those that created an excitement
during the past. summer, and which were
-abandoned for lack of water to work them.
Mining in Kootenay this year bas been a
very poor business, except with Chinamen,
who had bought up the best claims. A
large number of men, it is said, intend leav~
ing Blackfoot next spring for the mines of
‘this colony. Hard times prevail in the
Blackfoot country. Many men are compel-
led to stay for want of means to travel.—B
€. Examiner.

érhsps, :

of South America, the Co

Zealand and Australia and Hongkong, we
are surprised that sv important & sphere of
operation for skill and industry should have
been so long meglected. The specimens of
smoked and spiced were delicious, while the
salted and dried specimens of both salmon
and eulachon were also firsterate. The last
department but one, perhaps the most im-
portant in its bearing on the development of
the resources of the country, were a collec-
tion of specimens of the minerals, fossils and
coal, selected and arranged by Mr Claudet,
including Plumbago, from Fort Simpson ;
Galena and Silver Ore, from Cherry Creek ;
Copper, recently discovered in ‘Howe Sound ;
Gold Quartz, from Canon Creek, yielding
about I8 ounces to the ton; Glaubes Salts,
Meerchaum ; Asphalt, from Quesnelle ; Sul-
phuret ot Molybderum, from Douglas River;
Antbricite Coal, from Queen Charlotte; an
interesting collection of- tossils, illustrative o
the coal seams. This collection was labelled
with a short explanation and description, and
was bighly insiructive. Mr Claudet deserves
great credit for the trouble taken. We should
have liked to bave seen a collection of the na.
tive woods, many of which,such as the Yellow
Cypress, Curly Maple, &c., are acknowledged
adapted for fancy work, and which deserve
to be more widely known. A collection of
the Indigenous Grasses and objects of Na-
tural History generally also we missed, but
on the whole, returned from the building
much pleased and strengthened in confidence
in the future of the Colony.

Lavinea oF Triniry CeURCH CORNER
Stone.—The ceremony of laying the corner
stone for Holy Trinity Church took place on
Wednesday afternoon last. Shortly after 3
p m., His Excellency the Governor, accom-
panied by Capt. Price, H. M. Scout ; Capt.
Dawkins, H, M. Zealous ; Capt. Porcher, H.
M. 8. Sparrowhawk, Lord Cecil, Lord Camp-
bell and & number of naval officers, arrived
rom the camp on the Leviathan, and were
received by the elergy and ochurchwardens.
The choir mustered in strong force and open-~
ed the service with the Old Hundredth, when
the change from unison to harmony was well
rendered, and unmistakably demoustrated
that the building is well adapted to sound.
The Rev. Mr Hayman read the service. At
a signal from the contractor the stone was
raised, and a jar containing coins of the
realm, togetber with a parchment record de~

osited in tbe cavity by churchwarden Good.

is Excellency the Governor then laid the
stone, saying : This stone is laid in faith &1d
hope, to the honor and glory of God, through
| Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.” After a short
prayer and the hymn, “ Lord cause thy face
on us to shine,” ably rendered by the choir,
the service was olosed, and a mqrry peal
1 from the bells followed. The building will
cost over $10,000, and when finished will be
& most beautiful structure.—Exzaminer.

Tae Alexandra, with forty passengers,
reached bher whart from the river at 4 o’clock
on Saturday afternoon, It is said that she
will be laid up. It is high time.

For PortrAND—The steamer Fideliter,

s | grounds  ‘alane, . unless ‘&

with a fair freight aod a number of passen-
gers, sailed for Portland, Oregon, on Saturday.

of‘the pesi by WO
gm'rtltion--;m6 o political opponenta.

ja fonly objectidn we have heard turged -against’|
| Mr Macdonald’s re-gleeti :
.| sider 'the depressed state
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Oao publie:

‘er ‘man’ than
Jhose names are
minated, we shall

really a strong poiut in h

either:,of the gentlemen:
noW before the public be
votd for Mr Macdonald.}

Tr® Assay Orrice—The B C . Ezaminer

iboo asking the Government to continue: the
{uselesg @nd . exiravagsnt institytion- knpwn
as an Assay Office. . The office.is majgtained
for the benefit of. New Wessm S
anpual { charge to.the gener
geyeral-$housand dollars, ands:

the:-work of the Executive, sl

that the extravaganee.-is -&i th
peoples. We do nmagin&mnt many bona
fide signatures mill be attached to the decn-
meant ; but there will be eneugh. bogns anes
mannfactpsad to effect the glbp§redvparpoée.
Were ther'effice at Caribog .ot -Victoria, it
might%pay somewhere nedf:expenses; bat.

er hope to pay expenses,  How long is
is fraud on the public revenus fo last?

DerarTURE oF THE CALIFORNIA—The mall
steamer cast off her lines at % o’elock on Batx
urday afternoon.. - She had 44 passengers, &
full treight and & large. amonat. of treasute.
Among the passengers. we ‘noticad Alfred
Waddington, Eeq., Li 1? ham, R. N.;
Needbut ¥y P

Lieut. n, .
Miss H | @ Master Needbam; Miss

apparen B B Bl ¢ - 28
tion, briefly expressed his thanks.

Heavy SmrPMENT oF TaEASURE. — The
steamer California on Saturday carried
away $352984 in gold bars, shipped by the
following banking houses: Bank of British
North America, $220,114; Bank of British
Colambia, $108,174; Wells, Fargo & Co,
$24,696. There will probably be two other
shipments equally heavy before the ‘1st of
January ;. the total amoupt shipped for
the year will far exceed that of any previous
twelve months,

DecLiNgs—Mr Lomley Franklin, in a card
which we publish this morning, declines to
stand. for the position of Mayor. It will be
observed that he does not resign in favor of
either Mr Macdonald or Dr Trimble.

SEven tons of Cherry Creek Silver Ore
have been got out ready for ehipment to San
Francisco. What a great pity it 1s that this
ripe “ Cherry ” has not been picked by
eoterprising capitalists.

In TowNn.—Among the recent arrivals from
Cariboo we notice H P Walker, Esq, Hon G
A Walkem, A R Robertson, Esq, and C E
Pooley, Esq, Registrar of the Supreme Court.

Tuae Enterprise reached her wharf at 7
o’clock on Saturday morning. ' She brought
a few passengers and the lower river mail
and despatches.

pa5= H. M. S. Sparrowbawk returned on
Saturday from New Westminster;

From Cariboo.
(From Cariboo Sentinel of 7th Oct.)

WILLIAM CREEK,

The searcity of water still impedes mining
operations. 'The only claims that have been
taking out ‘any money on this creek Jast
week were the Aurora co. which washed up
240 oz; Raby co, 66 0z); Never Sweat oo,
wages. :

CONKLIN GULCH.

The United co. took out last week 35 oz.
Reed co. have stopped for want of water, so
has the Renfrew ce. Lone Star co. are pushs
ing on with their tuonel. Just Struck It co.
have just struck about wages and are ready
to wash.

STOUT GULCH. ;

In spite of the low stage of water in this
gulch, the Alturas and Taftdale companies
continue to work with good success. The
former of these companies took out for last
week’s work 171 oz, and the latter 98 oz.
All the other companies have entirely
stopped.

ON RED GULCH. :

The only claim we have heard from is the
Discovery co, which washed up 31 oz, as the
result of crossing the channel. 'I.‘hey ex—
pect to do better this week. On

MUSQUITO GULCH

The Hoeking co. washed up for the week
ending Sunday, 29:th ult., 76 03. Minnehaha
co, cleaned up 30 oz yesterday. Rising Sun
0. made over wages for the week.

| about 50 oz last week, a

“as it is at New Westminster, it can-

| received'from England
he disposgl.of Gove

&

| to the great stareity of water.

co’are sarnestly pushing their tnnoe
into- the - hill, with good .indicatio
overy eo are making over g
do-Wgel co, who have starte;
naking from $8 to $10 a-day:

‘out $100-for three days® work. 5. «1.:

MUSTANG: OREREK.

i > Verj,fiir prospects were got on.th
and 1

it is the opivion of
L e Shiviafal

present are the First Oh :

period 152 oz.
. MUSQUITO AND RED GULCHES.
There are about 300 men at work on these
two atreams; and & 'mininog town is rapidly
springing up. i

T i ER.
MrJ . 'T. Scott, who returned from Cariboo

‘which wasted ap for the

| yesterday, informs us that ‘he was on “Mus«

uito: Golch on ‘Tuesday the 8th.” On that
¥ the  Minnehaba co washed up 24} oz,

states that a petition is in circulation st Care/f’being the result of 12 hours sluicing. They

were only working a prospecting drift; and it
is Mr Scett’s ‘opinion‘that when theé claim is
faitly opened up from ~150 ‘to' 200 oz a-day
will be taken cut.. He says that should
ptesent appearances not be.deceptive there
will not be men enough in the Colony to work
Musquito and Red Gulches ‘next year. ;
A prospecting party had ‘arrived on Cedar
ereek, and reported ‘rich diggings -about 60
miles in a Sontheasterly direction, from
‘William_creek. o
MISCELLANEOUS . NEWS,
.~ A-flour monopoly is anticipated, as parties
have been through the agricultaral districts
b buying up all:the wheat;——Owing to the
great . scarcity of water. all hydraulic. and.

| over uatil there is sufficient” water to enable
. them''to be “worked,——The Canadian co
| bave Jeft Grouse creek en masse. The whole
-eompany, to the pumber of ten or fifteen,

‘| went overto Musquito Guich aud tcok up

 claims.——A telegram was received by Com-
missioner Brew, on' 27th September, from the
Grovernor statingthat a telegram had been
placing the forces at

ment to quell any dis-
Frimna s o o
ted on Pete

; o8 ' $=33 y b
oreek found a $152 nugget in & heap of
“ tailings.”

The Great 0il Fire at Montreal,

600,000 GALLONS OF OIL DESTROR-
ED—AN EXCITING SCENE.

The Moatreal Gazeite, of Aug. 20th, says;
Between 12 and 1 o’clock on the morning of
Aug. 18, fire was discovered in on of Middle~
ton’s coal oil stores, on the line of the Grand
Trunk Station. The store was about 800
feet long and 200 feet wide, (we judge these
figures by thke eye), and contained, we are
informed, 15,000 barrels of coal oil. each
barrel containing 40 gallons, making 600,000
gallons. The hose was laid, but the firemen
tound that they could do very little geod in-
side the building, for the barrels began rapid=
ly to burst, and blow out the roof, which -was
covered over with sods and earth for better
protection from fire without. These barrels
ag they burst scattered the fire around. * The
bursting of course went on with increased
rapidity as the heat became intense within,
and shortly bundreds and thousands went
together. We should explain that beneath
this building the St Pierre Creek runs toward
the city in a northerly direction. Over this
creek, and commencing at a distance of
about two hundred yards from the ecoal oil
shed, many hundreds of buildings are erect-
ed on wooden sleepers, Ino fact, it passed
through a very populous suburb ; and here
lay a source of terrible danger. The barrels
as they burst, poured the fiery liquid into
this stream, beariog. it toward the city,
which was only 200 yards off, - ‘This roaring
flame, on the surface of the creek, which,
from the sudden ponring out of thousands of
barrels of oil, overflowiog its natural bank,
making a siream of forty or fifty feet wide
aod a foot deep on the banks where it had
overflown, went slowly rolling forward, a
eoluman of the most furious fire, threatening
the entire suburb. The whole city was il-
luminated, and we are informed by passen-
gers who came up by the boat that they saw
the light thirty miles off.

Ouo.the other side of the railway track,
within forty feet, were two other coal oil
stores, containing 20 000 barrels of coal oil
and benzine. To save these other stores, and
to prevent at the same time the fire rolling
into the suburbs, was the object of the hour,
ard the crisis was supreme. To ‘arrest the
column it became evident tbat nothing but
stopping the current cf water above, and
throwing up dams or dykes in the interven-
ting space between it and the city, would be
eficctual. This was accordingly commenced
with extreme energy, men on the spot worke
ing with spades in intense beat, and men at
a little distance from the stream cutting large
sods, which others carried in their arms anu
threw on the dam. Betore the first dam
could be completed the liquid fire came oo,
but it was held in check for a while by the
embankment already raised. The men re-
t1eated about a hundred feet, and commenc-
ed another. The heat at this point was very
greate ‘'The men suffered greatly, but did
not flinch. Inabout half an hour the second
embankment was completed to the hight of

gronnd sluicing claims are allowed to ba laid{

ing along -
- another ‘embankment was
d ‘forty or fifty - feet more distants -
fice, however,-did oot pass the second ems
nkmen k of which was kept weh
.by the hose playing upon it, to prevent: ‘the
lel s-from b and the clay from crumbls
‘still further embankment was
st the -bridge at Grand:Trink
ute of ulterior -precaution, -

3

‘e0uld not be aaved; and with th

,| tion; nothiog: .could save the Grand Trunk

Works at:Point.8t Oharles, in.the immediate
'vicioity, and a” large portion of the' city.
Assistance was’ immediately afforded,  bat at
this point the fire ‘'was most furious. A cule
vert passed under ‘the - track ‘of ‘the railway
connecting the two- sides -opposite the Oil -
Stores. . Through this culvert flowed the
burning oik; 'which ran along the ditch -im=
mediately in front of the stores, and the
fierce .ﬂlye“'n within ten feet of their doors.
The: peril-was very great. All that could be.
done was for the firemen to. shelter thems
‘selves behind thé embankment, keep the sods
wet and throw water on the doors.
Therewas 'a shunting track alongside  of
the store which, was burned, on whi@f’,}@gg

four or five cars, and nothiog can ' convey.
etk

/[ better idea of the heat than ‘the appé

with the rempants of these cars- presentec
after the: fire, :The wheels mearest tothe
shads, which were of cast iron, were meltet.
away, and the fire which melted thesa
wheels was not 40 feet distant from the
stores un ‘the opposite side, and, in-fact, it
fiowed only about 10 feet from ‘their doors.
The fire was st to this store, beyoud a doubt,
by an incendiary ; ard we regret to have to-
state that the first line of hose which was put
down was cut'open ‘by some miscreant within
three minutes:after it was laid. Over a. week
ago notice was given.to several of the insar=
ance offices, in writing, that this store wounld
be burned ‘down, and two of the insurance
agents, for a week past, have had watchmen
tbere: . The yalue of the-oil. destroyed is. very
great. - We don’t know the exact value, but
reckoning 600,000 gallons at a shilling a galle
c::’ w:; .sdhall have & g;l;‘:;f $120 000, be;i&f
 sheds gud gars burned and damage do
) fire lasted in
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Not very long ago, the yoang and itifal
wife of one of our citizens was called to her
final aceount, leaving her 'husband disconsos
late, sad, bereft. She was buried in the ad—
jacent cemetery and the husband returned to
bis desolate home—but not to forget the
loved one. She was present withhim by day
in spirit and in his dreams at might. One
peculiarity of his dreams, and one that
baunted him, being repeated night after
night, was this, that the spirit of bis wife
came to his bedside and told him that the
undertaker had not removed from her face
the square piece of muslin or napkin which
had been used to cover her face after deaih,
but had screwed down her coffin lid with it
upon her ; that sbe could not breathe in her
grave, but was at unrest -on account of the
napkin. He tried to drive the dream away,
but it bided with him by night and troubled
him by day.

In despair he sought the undertaker, Mr
Dickey, who told him that the papkin bad
not been removed, but urged him to forget
the circumstance, as it could not be any
possible annoyance to inanimate clay. While
the gentleman frankly acknowledged this, he
could not avoid the apparition, and continual
stress upon his mind began to tell upon his
health. Atlength he determined to have
the body disinterred and visited the under-
taker for that purpose.. Here he was met
with the same advice and persuasion, and
convinced once more of his folly, the haunted
man returned to his homes. That night,
more vivid than ever, more terribly real than
before, she came to his bedside and upbraid-
ed him for his want of affection and would
not leave him until he promised to remove
the cause of all her suffering. The next
night, with a friend, he repaired to the sex-
ton, who was prevailed upon to accompany
them, and there, by the light of the moon,
the body was lifted from its narrow bed, the
coffin lid unscrewed and tbe napkin removed
from the face of the corpse. That night she
came to his bedside, but for the last time,
Thanking him for his kindness, she pressed
her cold lips to his cheek, and then came
again no more.

Tae famine which raged so severely in’
India last year still continues, and the morta*
lity among the natives is absolutely frightful.
I'be total number of deaths from starvation
were estimated at the latest advices as one
million and a half. The district of Orissa is
where the famine has been most severe, and
in namglp city, Balisore, the deaths have
been a8 high as three hundred a day. It is
now two years since the famine commenced,
and it must continue until there is a good
rice crop. The partial failure of that ero
in 1865 commenced the famine, and last year
it proved a total failure. Orissa is a remote
district, with no communication by railroads
and canals with the rest of the country, and
there has been very little relief afforded to the
poor starving inhabitants. Late Eoglish
papers mention a long and vigorous debate
in the House of Commons on the 20d in re«
gard to the Orissa famine, and it is to be
hoped that measures will be adopted to alle=
viate some of the distress which prévails.

‘the heat compelled the men - .



