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RECOLLECTIONS OF A
STERLING OLD ACTOR.
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The May number of the Century
Magazine contains the SHrst of two
installments of ‘“I'he Recollectlons of a
Player,” being extracts from an auto-
biographical work by J. H. Stoddart,
the sterling old actor who has been
seen in London twice this season as
Lachlan Campbell in “PThe Bonnie
Brier Bush.” Mr. Stoddart makes no
pretense at fine writing. He sets down
in a straightforward, colloquial style
his recollections of his connection with
& generation of great artists who have
passed away, and of whom he is, with
the exception of Joe Jefferson, the sole
survivor. The style in which Mr.
Stoddart has set down his memories is
all more interesting as giving a
Sruer picture of the genial, unaffected

ri-hearted old 1
done so much go«
chosen and who
loved by all who ha: the
privilege of meeting seeing himn
Mr. Stoddart’s book will be published
about November next.” Some extracts
from his article follow:

It was on the 13th day of October,
1827, begins Mr. Stoddart, in the town
of Black 3arnsley, Yorkshire, Eng-
land, that I made my first appearance
on this world’s stage. My father, al-
though not theatrically connected, hav-
ing been brought up on a farm, be-
came in after-time a well-known and,
I think, a very e actor. A Scottish
nobleman, Jarl of Hopetoun, had
11 ance from Moffat,
nstone, Scotland.
his tenant farm
, and
claim to relations
of them. He, howev
to milking cows
the plow, and so he
his to Glasgow, where he was ap-
prenticed for vears to learn the
carpenter’s trade. In those days
person deemed fortunate who
learned a good trade. My father
came a constant frequenter of
theater, and in a short time
thoroughly stage-struck. He
an * theatrical associati and,
after having served his apprenticeship
went England, where he su
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J. H. Stoddart Writes Interestingly of a Generation of
Vanished Players.
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entered on our career with Alexander,
our tender years confined us to chil-
d‘ren‘s parts, but, with advance ef
time, we were put on in the tragedies
as pages, in the nautical pieces as
voung sailors, and in the melodramas
my brother George and I, when we had
reached the ages of 10 and 8 respective-
ly, were to be seen as bloodthirsty
young ruffians, wearing our own light
hair, but with villainous black beards,
done in cork, frequently by Mr. Alex-
ander himself, fighting fierce combats
at the rear of the stage. Alexander
would say: “There; that will 4o; now
go along. There are young rutfians,
vou know, as well as old ruffians.”
e got to be known as well as Alex-
ander himself by the patrons of the
theater, and the newspapers would of-
ten refer to us as “Alec¢’s two young
heroes.”
A HILARIOUS DEBUT.

I cannot remember the first appear-
ance of my brother George, but I viv-
idly recollect my own. I was § years
cld, and was taken on to represent the
child of Martin Haywood, in Douglas
Jerrold’s drama of ‘“‘The Rent Day.”
In the last scene, where Crumbs, play-
ed by my father, seizes Martin’s goods
and chattels, and is about to turn him
out of doors, I became fearfully ex-
cited, and when Martin, my siage fa-
ther, began berating Crumbs, the real
author of my being, I could stand it
no longer. I ran from Martin and
clung wildly to Old Crumbs. I had

ann i “Master Stoddart,

years old, his t appearance on
any stage,” my identity and
my relations: unbs were known
to the public. ne audience 1
with delight, ¢ the conciusion o
act was, of completely uj
My debut, t proved
injurious to um prospects, for,
timme afterwards, when other children
were required, Alexander would say to
myv father: “Stoddart, don’t bring
‘The Rent Day’ boy.”

TRIALS OF A STOCK ACTOR.

We 1 rned to Glasgow, and re-
joined 1 Alexander, passing another
season in the same old way. Alexand-
ways careful not "to offend
my father, who had been with him
had such a “good study,” and
so well up in all the current
th he was a most valuable
the company. There were
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| terfered with 1

T : to his

was a company being formed by Mr.
Forbes fer the theaier at Providen
Rhode Island, and he thought he mizht
place me there. I toid him that, in
the event of my not succeeding in New
York, I should be glad to go to Provi-
dence,

As I left him he said that he knew
of no actor in the country who would
not be pleased to play anything with
Mr. Wallack, and at Wallack’'s owi
terms; but I was not to be discourag-
ed, so I determined to approach Mr.
Wallack, and thereupon wrote him a
letter, in which I said that I had bean
a member of Mr. Copeland’s company
in Liverpool, had acted important parts
both at the Amphitheater and the
Theater Royal in that city, that Mr.
Copeland had said that he
known to Mr. Wallack, and had given

ce,
1

me permission to use his name by way | §
of introduction: also, that if he thought | }

he could make room for me, I should
be pleased to place myself under his
guidance,

I received no reply for more than a
week, and had given up all hepe, when,
one morning, a letter came from
Wallack, to the effect that he would
see me the next day. This letter creat-
ed excitement. I dressed myslf care-
fully in all my Dbest. Mother said,
“@ood luck to you,” and father, “Don't
forget your playbills,” and off I went.
I had always understood that Mr.
Wallack was one of our greatest ac-
tors, so I was a little nervous when I
knocked at his office door. But the
manner in which he received me put
me at once at my ease. He shook me
by the hand and asked about his friend
Copeland, saying he was always glad
to meet any one from England, at
which his son Lester remarked (look-
ing at me through an eye-glass):
“Yes, and there is little doubt as to
where he comes from; look at his hat
and his boots.”

Mr. Wallack then asked me what I
thought I could do best, and I ex-
plained to him that, although a young
man, I had always played old men. I
then presented my playbills, which he
examined, and noticing that of “As
You Like It,” said: “Ah, I see you
have been on for old Adam.” I thought
his words, “been on for old Adam,”
suggested a doubt of my ability to
play it. Fortunately, I had a news-
paper clipping containing some favor-
able mention of my performance of
that part, and this I presented. It did
not seem to impress him. At last he
said: ‘“Well, Mr. Blake plays the part
with me. You, of course, never saw
Blake,” I was forced to admit that I
had not. “Oh, a great actor!” said
Wallack. 'And afterward, when I had
seen Blake, I fully agreed with his
opinion,

Mr. Wallack centinued that he did
not know what he could say te me, as
his company was very full, in fact, as
comprising almost every one
“My com-
large,” he said, ‘“and expen-
my theater small, but if, as

1 your note, you are willing
yourself unde my direction,
fifteen dollars a week
and if I find you answer my

pany is
sive, anc
yYou say
to place

thanked
his kindness, ass

Mr. Wallack for
ired him of the grati-

fication it would give me to feel myself |

so able

a director,

MY FIRST APPEARANCE IN
AMERICA,

In a few days a meeting of the com-
pany was called. Mr. Frederick Chip-
pindale, who was to have played quite
long part the afterpiece on
opening night, could not act on account
of tLe death of his child. The name of
the play was “A Phenomenon in a
ck Frock,” and the part was Mr.
erby. in Mr. Chippindale ab-
nce I was put on for this ch
and in it I o first appearance
in New Yor 7, 1864, The ey
formance was opened with the si ng
“The Star-Spangled Banner,” the
being discovered upon the
stage at the e of the curtain. There

s a lady, Miss Matilda Phillips, who
sang the last verse of the national song
and afterward played in the last piece,
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“Ohip,”
was that if

should be permitted to walk home with |

them, we might have another
or even more than one, afier
left our charge. I was rather un-
grateful, for I began to piot how 1
might rid myself of his company, ter-
minate our joint attentions in
Miss Phillips home, and convinc
lady that a single escort was all
cent, and that escort myself.
evening, ‘‘screwing iny courage to the
sticking-point,” I approached her and
asked to be permitted to sce her home.
“Why,” she said, "I thought you had
been doing so for som ne> - "Oh
yes,” I replied; ‘“but please don’t have
Chnip.” She would not at first consent
dismissal, but as Mr. Chippin-
dale was a married man with fam-
and, I think, began to sece how the
land lay with me, he soon after took
his glass by himself, and left me in
possession. It was thus that I be-
e acguainted with a dear,

woman, my partner for forty

, a comfort and a Diessing
I >h all my life, until the time of
gre sorrow when I lost her.
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«Let every man know it.” *1 will preach th'e :
merits of your wonderful treatment wherever I go.
“'It has been worth its weight in gold to me, and I

will never cease shouting its praise.”

Such are the messages
of gladness sent to me
from patients restored
to health and strength
by my Electric Belt.
They come daily, and
nearly'al w a ys after
other treatments had
failed.

iT GURES RHEUMATISH,

Lame and Weak Back, Sciatica. “ Come-and-Go®
Pains, Constipation, Loss of Appetite, Wasted Vital
Strength, Nerveusness, Dyspepsia, Indigesticn,
Sleepiessness, Lost Energy and all ailments resuit-
ing from oxposure and excesses in young and
middle-aged men.

il

You are here offered new life, fresh courage and the nerves and vigor which belong to strong men.
< - d vVig
You can be made free from the effects of past errors, excesses and mistakes by

Dr. ficlaughiin’s Electric Beli,

It saturates the body with a current of electricity which can be feltyet does not blister, nor burn, as do
other Belts which do not have my perfected regulator and special cushion electrodes. If you want a
remedy which will cure you it seems wise for you to take the one that has curad others. That's a record
as good as any bank can show. [ have published thousands of testimonials from cured patients, and 1
will pay $1,000 in gold for evidence showing that I have ever used a testimonial which was not true and
honest. Any honest man who will secure me can have my Beit and

I LR T

- Crushe@ by a Timber-Now He
-r is Cured.
De. M. E. McLaughlin—

1. Dear Sir,—Before getting your Belt
I was net able to do anything on ac-
eceunt of my back, as It bothered e
ali the time. I told you Dbefore
I would not take twice what I pald
for it, and I praise It to everyone who
asks me about it. The winter before
last when 1 sawed shingles there were
times when I could hardly move with
my back, and this winter I worked at
it and never finched. If it were not
for your Belt I would not be the way
I am. You may print my testimonial in
any paper vou wish, and use my name
as yoy wish. 1 will do all I can for
you. If you knew » way I was hurt
and the timber th ell on me, I am
sure you would ¢ there was no
cure for me. I am happy, centented,
healthy and strong again, and I beth
thank end praise you and your Pelt,
and may others get the relief that I
have recelved. 1 r some people who
got other -Delts ¥ they are no good
and run thein down, but when I tell
thema how 1 they shut up for they
know how badly I was hurt. 1 am,
your friend, THOS. GRAHAM, Box 332,
Inglewood, Ont., March 31,  1902.

1nds

raised in thanks to DR. McLAUGHLIN'S ELECTRIC BELT? Why do youg

realizing that you are losing your nerve force when you see ure within vour grasp Reach

it to your heart ==d fzel the life-blood flowing, jumping, danciug through your veins; fezl the exhil:

spark of maniood warm your frame, the bright flash come to your eye and the firm grip to your b

the grip which claops your fellow-man and tells him that you kave found your Mecca—you have regained

your manhood.
@&@ E 5@ Beware of old style. burning electrede Beits, which are using an imitation of my
& cyshion electrodes. My office contains hundreds of these cld belts, discarded as useless

and dangerous by persouns whose bodies have been seared and scarred by the bare metal electrodes. I will make
special terms to anyone having one of these old back-burners.

FREE |
BOOK1

2

Men, why will you be weak? Why do you not listen to the echo of the thousand
go or
>

My new illustrated book tells about my Belt and how it curas the weaknsss of
and women. Itis worth reading. I will send it closely sealed, free, upon regus
Call, if possible, and I will explain my Bett and what it will do. I will give a free trial
treatment to every seeker of proof of what my Belt does. Call or write to-day.

ot | FREE
[ TEST

i LT e e b

de s

R, M. G. McLAUGHLIN, 130 Yonge Street, Torents, Cnt.

OFFICE HOURS—9 a.m. to 8.80 p.m.
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stage name of Douglas Stuart.
played the principal ® business

i Lester. His opportunities
| that he could desi at
| season, t e be hen
| about eight wec ¢ conceived the
idea of forming a mpany of his own.
th this in view, he spcke to me and
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that I had determined
there, and that I hoped
would forgive me.
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ward, st told me that did not |
think manner of my leaving her
| had been either considerate or honor-
able, but, as I had been married only
short time, and was na y d
sirous to be with my wife, she would
glad | 1 et a forgive; and she added tha
. My reopenin > had been of a longer
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1855 Miss Laura Keene re-
turned to New York 1d opened the
| Metropolit a theater in Broadway,
opposite Bond street, which she re-
i christened ‘“Lau Ke Varieties.”
ich afterward became
the Winter Garden, soon passed out of |
her hands, and a new one was built
for her in Broadway, between Bl
tand Houston streets. Mr. Wallac
so made an arrangement with
i William Stuart by which the
was to occupy the Broome street house
during this seas s Keene wrote
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My brother offered to break to M
Keene the news of my departure after
goue. but I thought this would
be unpleasant for him, and so I ad-
dressed a note to that lady, endeavor-
ing to explain that I had missed Mrs.
Stoddart much, that a position had
been offered to me at the Mobile and
Montgomery theaters, where she was,
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The twigs of the oak look at the
' ends like ostrich feet with their three | :
| and sometimes four slightly swcllen | bloc 1
_like leaf buds, the fourth usuaily };]‘i'i“‘\;;“ithm‘t
st abortive. Maples are thick | j.ijent who speedily I their good
vith just unfolding leaf buds, pliant | ofi ‘as n they take
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SKIN DISe

T had | effect. y have strong recommenda-
¥ Those as if | tions from all kinds of people,

frosted with powdery white; those that

are far emough opened to show the |
form of the young leaf aré shiny and
sorrel colered. So, too, the tulip pop-
lars have burst the bracts that en-

3 Ointment. No
required. Cures tetter,
eruptions on the face,
leaving the skin clear
white and healthy. Its great healing and
curative powers are possessed by no
{ nther remedy. Ask your druggist foR
| Swayne’s Ointment. ywt

Simply apply
internal meadicine
eczema, itch, all
hands, nose. etc..

THE NEVER failing medicine, Hol-
loway’s Corn Cure, removes all kinds ol
corns, warts, etc.; even the most difficuly
to remove cannot withstand this wonder-
ful remedy,
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