ACHAN' FATAL GOy

MIS MEART COVETED RICHES AND
. HE STOLE WHAT WAS GOD'S.

AND ALL ISRAEL STONED HIM

Powerfal Sermon on the Sin of Covetous-
! . mess, Which the Preacher Says Is
i Not Confined to Achan’s Time—Its
S is, Logical Prog and Cul-
mination—A Type of the Sins of Every
. Age.
Entered rding to Act of Parliament of Can-
ada, in eyes:i,lu.b William Baily, of To-
! rento, at the p:ofzgnenlcm Ouawa.
Wi

Los Angeles, Cal,, - May 22.—The
Ppresent sin of covetousness, its gen-
esis, logical progression and culmina~
tion, is to-day the theme of the
~preacher, The text is Joshua vii,
25, ““And all Israel stoned him with
stones.”’

Few people have any adequate con-
ception of the wealth and the luxury
of the ancient peoples of the east.
Ever and anon in our own day theé
newspapers contain accounts of the
foolish extravagances of the scions
of wealthy famailies, who show even
greater genius in their ability to dis-
sipate and scatter their enormous
fortunes than their ancestors did in
the accumalation of their wealth. By
frequent repetition so prosaic and
commonplace have these accounts be-
. come that special trains, privatg
yachts and banquets costing ten and
even twenty thousand dollars for a
few selected friends attract the read-
ers of the many newspapers hardly

moreyphan a passing notice.

avagant were the ancients in
the atter +of personal apparel.
Pli elder makes mention of an

instance he knew of a bridal dress
which was made entirely of the most

strung together, costing over 40,-
000,000 sestertii, or abput $1,720,-
000 in American coin. Among the
famous collections of personal .ap-
parel exhumed from the buried cities
of the east by Dr. Heinrich Schlie-
mann, the noted German archaeolo-
gist, we find that the ancient peo-
ples of Troy and Mycenae once wore
waistbands of gold, necklaces of gold
and tiaras of precious stones, which
glittered like the stars of midnight.
Extravagant were the ancient peo-
ple of the east in their menu, as well
as in the adornments of their ban-
quet halls. * Caius Suetonius Tran-
quillus, the Roman historian and
biographer, makes mention of one
supper given in honor of Vitellius,
where there were served up to the
guests at one sitting 2,000 most de-
licate fishes and 7,000 birds, while
one immense dish, called the
“‘shield,’”” was composed entirely of
the brains of peacocks and parrots.
The traveler in the Far East as he
roams through the ruins of antient
cities realizes how costly those an-
cient palaces must have been, even
as  from a broken column of the
Alhambra you can' infer how beauti~
ful must have once been the palaces
ofgthé Spanish Modrs. So in imagi-~
nation youw may picture the costly
vases of myrrhine, the priceless robes
of silk, the heaps of Damascus rugs
eenturies old, the swowed hilts jewel-
ed with dlamonds and other precious

‘stongs, the garments woven out of
thrﬁ of 1ld and the emptied
treasure va“‘ts:: with their countless

prizes scattered adout the palace
halls in untold profusion on the day
that Jericho fell. Jericho was al-
. ways noted among the ancients as &
city of fabulous wealth. :

But, though: ' the wealth of this
captured eastern capital was prodi-
gious, yet not one atom of gold, not
one yard of silk, not one rug, not one
diamond, was to be taken by the
Hebrew soldiers for their own use.
God told Joshua he would give this
city into his soldiers’ hands, but all
the spoils of war of this city were to
be God’s and God’s alone. But the
night after the battle one Hebrew
soldier, instead of staying in his.
own company and doing what he
ought: to have done, allowed his sin-
ful curiosity to get the better . of
him. . He went out among the ruins
on his own account and began to
explore. Then, as he saw the piled
up heap of wealth, his heart began
Y to covet what was not his, but
God’s. When he thought no one was
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precious kind of pearls, which were |
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looKIng, he stole a Deautirul uapy-
lonish garment, 200 shekels of silver
and a wedge of gold and went and
hid them in his tent. After many.
days- this theft was exposed. Swilt
condemnation = followed, and ‘‘all
Israel stoned him with stones.”
What interest can that ancient
crime be to us of the twentieth cen-
‘tury? It concerns us as a type of
the sins of every age. Trace the
P jon of evil in Achan’s time,
m will find the four stages by
which sin still comes to culmination
in the lives of the criminals of our
day, From its inception to its
tragic close it is ever the same, ?.nd,
though in this world it sometimes
escapes detection and punishment, in
the end it incurs the righteous judge
ment of God? ¢ 8
The first stage Tm Achan’s fatal
course was what the apostle describ-
es as ‘‘the lust of the eye.”” Achan's
curipsity was excited. He wanted to
see the wonderful treasures which
were to be consecrated to the Lord.
His first step in the downward path
which ended in his destruction was
taken when he rose from among his
sleeping eomrades, and, slipping past
the guards, he wended his way
among the shattered walls of the
captured city. It was one act for
Achan with sword and spear and
shield to fight his way into that
doomed capital, swarming with enem-
jes, but it was another act, after the
battle was won, for this brave sold-
ier to arise at night and crawl past
the sentinels and begin to examine
the spoils which were not his and
by right never could be his, It is
one act, and a commendable act, for
a young physician at the call of
duty to go down to the place of

evil resort in a large city to help
some spufferer prostrated by physical
infirmity. It is another act, and a
very dangerous'act, for a ybung man
or a young woman, actuated merely
by an idle curiosity, to join a slum-
ming party to look upon vice and
gloat over it ds a spectacle. Some-
times temptations come to man in
the ordinary walks of life, but in
nearly every case, as with Achan,
temptations to sin most successfully
assail a man when that man is idling
in a place where he has no business
to be.

Let me illustrate my thought from
an old scene in the Bible. How of-
ten has the downfall of David been
the subject: of the pessimist’s dia~
tribe! How he exults over the spec-
tacle of the' shepherd boy who con-
quered Goliath and climbed to the
throne of Israel, yielding to his in-
fatuation for a woman! ‘‘Yes, yes,”’
he says, “men are all alike; the best
of men are vile at heart. Here is
the sweet psalmist of Israel, the per-
fect specimen of noble manhood, the
man after God's own. heart, so en-
slaved hy his guilty passion, for an-
other man's wife that he slays the
husband to get possession of her. No
man is to be trusted.’”’

Is that your idea of men? Then,
my brother and sister, you have not
read human nature aright. All men
are not bad, But.all men will be
bad if they do not stick scrupulous-
ly to the work God has_given them
to do. The reason Dawid si was
not because he looked uwpon “Baths-
heba, the wife of Uriah, the Hittite."”
The reason David stnned was be-
cause, like Achan among the Jericho
spoils, he was idling at home instead
of being with his army. In the first
verse of the eleventh chapter of II.
Samuel we read the secret of the
whole sinfud story: ‘‘And it came to
pass after the year was expired, at
the time when kings go forth to
battle, that David sent Joab,”
That sentence means simply this:
When the time of military campaign
came—the time when David ought to
have taken the field and led on his
own troops to battle—he sent a sub-
stitute and stayed at home., The be~
ginning of his danger was not in
looking at Bathsheba, who was the
wife of Uriah, the Hittite, but in
being, like Achan, among the Jeri-
cho spoils, in a place where he had
no right to be.

My brother, when God calls you
to do a work, he will always give
you strength to resist the sinful
temptations incident to that work,
But when you go to a place where
you have no right to go, you are
liable to experience that lust of the
eye which 'may be the geginning of a
long succession of other sins,

Young man, beware of the tempta~
tion to absent yourself from the post
of duty. Beware, when Sabbath day.
comes around, if your minister does
not see you in the house of God. You
may say you are tired. You may

say you wii stay at home and reas
the Bible and have your devotiosns in
your room, but beware. In coming
to'a large city, do not let your new
made friends enticé you into a sa-
loon, just to look at the beautiful
pictures - upon the walls, and the ex-
pensive mosaics on the floors, and
the gorgeous rugs and the fine set
banquets in the gambling halls. Sin
80 often begins in the looking on
temptation that the safest course for
every one is' to avoid the spectacle
of it as far as possible:

Acban’s ‘‘eye step,”” n the next
place, was followed by his ‘‘covetous
stepl”” We say uﬁgjm sin of cov-
etousness is only one step beyond the
first sin., But the second step of
Achan’s sin is even. more dangerous
than the first stage. The lust of the
eye is nearly always accompanied by
hesitation and timiditye You can sce
that fear in the flushed cheek of the
young man who stands upon the
street corner debating within himsell
whether or no he will enter the place
of evil resort to which his dissipated
friends are persuading him." When
the mind has taken the second step
and desire is aroused, the hideous
adeformity of sin. disappears, and
wnging sees in it only what is at-
tractive and enjoyable. The second
sin, the sin of covetousness, is blind
to the scorpion’s sting or the adder’s
hiss. or the tiger's claw or the
shark’s threatening fin lifted like the
black flag of the pirate over .a
threatening sea of green. - .The ‘sin
of covetousness’’ is a summer stroll
through woods filled with the aroma
of wild flowers. It is the soft
couch under the shadows of the over-
hanging tree branches, over which
the satanic spiders are spinning a
few beautiful = silken threads which
in time may become as strong as
links of steel.

Ah, Achan on that fatal night may
not have gone f8rth with the pre-
meditated idea of stealing that good-
ly Babylonish garment and the 200
shekels of silver and the wedge of
gold, but after his eyes had rested
on'the gold and, the silver and the
goodly garment desire was awaken-
ed, and his longing to possess them
became irresistible. ‘‘Oh,’”’ he said to
himself, “I wish I had that garment!
How beautiful it would look hanging
from my shoulders! I wish I could
have that Mmp of gold. It would
protect me against poverty all the
days of my life. Andwhy should
not have them? There are so many
spoils’ of war here these few trea-
sures will not, be missed.”

Is not Achan, going to the place of
execution, the history of almost ev-
ery sinner? ‘“‘Eye sin,” first step;
““covetous sin,’”’ second step. What
we would like to .do nearly always
precedes what we will ultimately do
if we get the chance.. My brother,
like Achan of my text you and I can
trace the degeneracy of our lives, if
they are degenerate, by our evil
thoughts, which always precede evil
actions. What we think, we will ulti-
mately speak; what we desire, we
will ultimately do.

Oh, the evil sin of covetousness!
Beware! Beware! Evil thoughts are
only a step from evil actions. Are
we not all in danger of the covetous
sin? Would you tell a lie for 10
cents? ‘‘No,”” you emphatically an-
swer. ‘‘No, of course not—of course
not.”” Would you tell a lie, just one
little lie for $100? ‘‘No,”” you an-
swer again, but 'not so emphatically.

Would you tell a Mis for $10,000—a
lie which in one sense would not
hurt anybody? You Jook at me in a
quizzical way and say, ‘‘Please don’t
ask me.”
you, not for the purpose of giving
you the offer, but of finding out what
is the condition of your thoughts.
Achan coveted 200 shekels of silver
and a Wwedge of gold which  must
have been worth at least $10,000 in
our money. He coveted them, with-
out the idea of hurting any one else,
yet for that sin of cevetousncss,

which was the forerunner of other
sins. Achan had to die. Beware, O
man, how you allow your evil |

thoughts to live. Achan’s ‘‘eye sin’’
was followed by Achan’s ‘‘covetous
sin.””  Evil thoughts will ultimately
be the parents of evil actions.

But now, in following the four
fatal stages of Achan’s sin, we find
that his third step— the ‘‘finger
#step’’—changes him before the world
from an honest into a dishonest
man. No soaner does Achan hide that
Babylonish garment under his sol-
dier’s cloak and hug that wedge of
gold and bag of silver under his arm
than before man, as well as God,
he becomes amendble to human law.
Once he was a criminal at heart, but
not a criminal in act—in his own

~ consciousness and in God’s sight a

thief, but before his fellow man an
honest, upright man. No one knew
that under that fair and respectable
exterior there lurked the plunderer.
It is an awful catastrophe when a
man by direct sin of commission
ruins the long record of what the

‘world has regarded as an exemplary |
i life.

In the old Strassburg Cathe-
dral there is a famous clock. There

- not only the time of day is told, but

‘the eclipses of the sun and moon are
‘calculated for all time. There you
can see the twelve apostles bowing
before the Saviour ' and hear Peter’s

apostle had denied Christ thrice.
There are the symbols of childhood
and youth and manhood and old
e. It is a wonderful 'clock—won-
derful in all its various mechanisms.
But history tells us that this clock
was in ruins for many,
b
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Well, I do ask you. I ask |

cock crowing, after the fisherman |
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fact.

haps we can transfite it In even a
better way: ““I looked;” ‘I desired;’’
X did;”

But now, after the ‘‘finger  step’’
has been committed, comes the fear
and the horror, Aye, the ‘‘covetous
step’’ may lead through an embower-
ed garden. The buzzards may there be
feathered in the gorgeous colors of a
yellow breasted, black tipped oriole.
The ‘‘finger step’”” may be a leap, a
jump, an impulsive bound, but no
sooner is that fourth step taken than
comes the ‘“foot step,’’ or the stealthy
fugitive step. As soon as Achan, the
thief; got possession of this gold and
silver and this Babylonish garment
he did not know what to do with
them. He could not wear the cloak;
he could not spend the money; 8o,
like a coward, he skulked away and
went and hid them in his tent.

S™ nearly always makes a coward
out ofr a man. Achan did exactly
what our first ancestor did in the
garden of Eden after he had sinned.
No sooner was that forbidden fruit
eaten than for Adam the heavens
seemed to be overcast. He not only
slunk away and hid in the thickets
as a cowardly hyena would run away
from the hounds, but when God
called him forth he did even a mean-
er act than that. He turned and
tried to throw the blame upon the
woman by his side as he said, ‘‘Yes,
I did eat, but the woman whom
thou ghvest to be with me, she gave
me, and I did eat.”” Oh, my firiends,

the criminal unconsciously reveals
himself. The accusing voice of his
conscience saps- his manliness = and

robs him of his open demeanor. If
theré is not an honest heart in a
man, his face and his- bearing will

not be honest. The lowered eyelid,
the trembling hand, the shuflling foot
—all reveal the error of his past.
A despicable sin always makes a
coward out of a man—without an ex-
ception, always, always. . Sin by its
very nature is only another name for
cowardice. No sooner did Achan take
the gold than he ran away and hid
it; no sooner do you sin against God,
then, like all other sinners, you try
to get as far as possible away from

Shall we follow on and see the end
of this human tragedy? Shall we
stop and watch the twitching limbs
of the Hebrew apostate, who i8 being
stoned to death by his late com-
rades in arms? No, I would not for
one minute have you look _at Jthe
;l)zth agony and the eternal despair.

th by exetution is too terrible for
any human eyes to witness, unless it
is our duty to witness it. To-day, I
would not lead you forth to where"
Achan is uttering his moans; but
rather would I close this sermon with
this thought: Terrible as sin is in its
nature and its effects, there is a di-
vine remedy for it. God, in his in-
finite pity, has had compassion on
the sinnér and has stretched out his
hand to rescue him from his ruin and
his despair. Not only ‘does he offer
pardon to the sinner, but deliverance
from the power of sin. ‘‘Sin,’”’-he
says to all who put their trust in
Christ, ‘‘shall not have dominion ov-
er you.” Though, like Achan, you
may have fallen under its power, if
you come to Christ and put your
faith in him, you shall be saved.
There is salvation for you, and peace
for you, and eternal ffe for you,
through the blood of Jesus Christ
who loves you and who has given his
life for you in order that you might
live.
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Ceylon Tea. Black or Natural Green is conceded
by alt who * know " teas to be the most prefer-
able imported into Canada.
ated claim, but a plain statement of undeniable

Sealed packets only. By all Grocers.

This is noexagger-

n

million packets sold annually j

A Japanese Mimic.

A Jolly little story is told by a com-
tributor to an English paper about a
curious faculty the Japanese have of
imitating animals. “I remember some
years ago,” she says, “being at a Christ-
mas juvenile party when a nephew of
the mikado was present. The ‘young
prince got himself up by means of a
muff, a sable mantle and a boa for a
tail to look like some extraordinary
feline and them crawled into the room
where the Felis domestica was enjoying
‘the hearth rug before the fire. There
was something so sinuous and lifelike
in his movements that the wretched
grimalkin almost flew up the chimney
with terror.”

JUST SEEMED 10
SUIT HIS CASE

Welland Merchant Restored to
Health by Dodd’s Kid-
ney Pills.

Doctors And Medicine Failed—Dodd’s
Kidney Pills Succeeded—Other Cases
They Just Seem to Suit.

Welland, Ont., May 23.—(Special.)—
J. J. Yokom, a prominent merchant
of this city, is telling his friends of
his remarkable cure of a teprible
Kidney Disease by Dodd’s Kidney
Pills. Mr. Yokom's statement is as
follows :

“For more than a year I had been
ailing with Kidney Trouble in all 1ts
worst symptoms. I had a distressed
feeling in my head, little or no ap-
petite and a feeling of languor. I
became greatly reduced in weight,

“Doctors and medicines failing to
give e any benefit.I became de-
spondent when by good luck I chanc-
ed to try Dodd’s Kidney Pills and
from the first they seemed to suit my
case. After taking five boxes the old
trouble had gradually disappeared
and I was feeling better than I had
in many years.”

Dodd’s Kidney Pills suit the case
of every man, woman or child who
has any form of Kidney Disease.
They always cure and cure perman-
ently.
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ﬁe heart of a wise man should
resemble a mirror, which reflects ev-
ery object without being sullied by
any.
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Morkey Brand Soap removes all stains,
rust, dirt or tarnish — but won’t wash
slothes, v, 26

SN S S

The poor and the stranger are sent
by God, and what we give to them we
lend to Him,

- ——

—Now is a good time to begin tak-
ing Hood’s Sarsaparilla, the medicine
that cleanses the blood and clears the
tomplexion. «

o et epeeen
When the egotist talks he expects|
us to be all ears, while he is all I's. r
e s
The man who agrees with mnobody
thinks everybody else is wrong.
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HAT would you think of & captain who
y . bwknruld-\f;.wwklmb‘oonﬂn
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: shoals of everyday life
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TIME TABLE

MONDAY, MAY 23RD'

Steamer Big;];f Chatham

‘Wiil make Return Trips to Detroit
Every

Monday, Wednesday and Saturday

Leaving Rankin Dock at 7,30 a.m., resuarn<
ing leaves Detroit 3.30 p.m. Detroit time ox
4 p.m Chatham time *

ONE WAY TRIP-THURSDAY.
Leaving Chatham 9.30 s.m., returning leave
Detroit Friday 9.30 a.m. Chatham Time, ox
9 a.m. Detroit time. s

Single Tickets, 50c¢.
Return ‘¢ 60c¢c.
JOEN RORKE, Captair

HAMILTON--
MONTREAL

: LINE
MAY EXCURSIONS

Hamilton to Montréal, Single
$7.00; Return $12.00,

Toronto to Montreal, Single
$6.50 ; Return $11.50.
Meals and Berth included.

Low Rates between Ports,

Steamers leave Hamilton 1 P, M.; To-
ronto 7.30 P.M. ,Mondays and Thursdays.
On and after June 7th, Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Saturday.

TORONTO-MONTREAL LINE. .

Steamers leave Toronto 3 P. M,, Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Saturdays from
June 1st till June 15th. On and after June
15th daily, except Sundays.

H. FOSTER CHAFFEE,
W. P. Agt., Toromnto
For Tickets Apply to
W. H HARPER,
C. P. Agt. Chatham
RAILWAY
GRAND TRUNK §Vs7e

An Oopportunity to Visit
Your Friends in Chicago
En route to the

Great

WORLD'S PAIB, - 8T. LOUIS.

$15.00 Tor round trip, good 15 days,
$19.35, good 60 days. 1

Stop-over also allowed at Canadian
stations and at Detroit.

To see the World’s Fair whilg
everything is fresh and exhibits at
their best, now is the time.

For tickets, illustrated literaturg
and further information apply to

W. E. RISPIN, C. P. & T. A., !
115 King Street, Chatham.

J. C. PRITCHARD,
Depot Ticket Agent,

OVER TH

to the great World's Fair, St. Louis,
Mo. Everything is now wide open.
Round jrip tickets on sale daily until
December 1st, from Chatham, $15.00,
good 15 days; $19.35, good 60 daysj

¢ same evening
without change of cars. See this, the
greatest exhibition in the history of
the world, mow in .all its beauty. The
great Wabash is the ghortest, best
and guickest route and the omly line
that owns amd comntrols its own rails
from Chatham dipect to the World'a
Fair gates. !
For time tables and descriptive
World's Fair folder, address any tic-
ket agent or J. A. Richardsom, Dist.
Pass. Agent, Toronto. and St. Thomas,
J. C. PRITCHARD, Agent,
‘W. E. RISPIN, C. P. A. |
A -Chatham. |

CANADIAN

PACIFIC |

STEAMSHIP EXPRESS,

COMMENCING
Tuesday, May 24,

NORTHBOUND
will leave Toronto at 1.30 pm
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday
for Owen Souud; Thursday,
May 26th, southbound, leaving
Owen Sound 9 am Sunday
Tuesday, Thursday for Toronto

cific orA.H.No:!ya.M'Gmd

Agent, Chatham, Ont.

P Hobper, Age




