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SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING
CHAPTERS

Massey St Quintin, a wealthy young
Englishman, sees a beautiful young woman
named Miss Densley at Cowes, and, by &
carefully designed accident, manages to
meet her. He finds that she lives with her
uncle end aunt, M. and Mme. Leblanc, who
are just then In France, and gets an invi-
tation to their house, near London.

Iin spite of the objections of s friend,
James Ince, a lawyer. in whom he confides,
and who declares the gir] is an adventuress,
£t Quintin visits her and finds her relatives
are charming people. But just as he Jeaves
the house he hears a muffled cry of “*Mur-
der!” and returns.

M. Leblanc convinces him that there is no
one in the rcom whence the sound seemed
to proceed, but later he learns that a Lom-
don solicitor has mysteriously disa
being last seen in the neighborhood of the
Frenchman's home.

St. Quintin. however, decldes to follow up
the mystery, but the pursuit is pleasantly
interrupted by an unexpected opportunity to
m#e love to Miss Densley. an opportunity
that he promptiy seizes. He learns hat the
gi™ regards him more ighlv than any of
her suitors, but she jsa"t ready to bind her-
self with.an engagement, nor will her uncile
and aunt permit it. The young man. how-
ever, greatly encouraged. returns to town
to purchase a fitting gift for the woman ot
his heart

Then St. Quintin takes Ince to the Le-
blancs’. and, in spite of the opposition of
his host, obtains a ‘promise of marriage
from Miss Densley, Ince can find no ragit
with the pecple, but on jeaving learns that
one of thelr footmen Is &n ex-convict. The
fellow is forced to admit that the Leblancs
are ‘“‘crooked,” but St Quintin remains
Joyal to Miss Densley. Several days after-
ward they go to the Leblaric home, and
Jrce makés a discovery that completely un-
nerves him while scouting around the
house The two men are afterward received
by M. Leblanc, but see nothing suspiclous.
On leaving, however. Ince #élls his friend
he is certain he saw a dead man’s hand in
s jaboratory which M. Leblanc had fitted
up. ostensibly for gelentific experime=nta.

(CONTINUED FROM LAST 4

CHAPTER XV

OR a few seconds
after James Ince
had told his ghast-
ly story, both he
St. Quintin malo-
tained a dead si-
lence. Then  the
younger man
spoke:

“You're not sure
of this?”

“Well, imagina-
tion does play
tricks with one,
put 1 could have
sworn it—almost.”

“Then vyou
think—"

-] only wonder. Remember what vou
heard yourself.- It's not more than a
week ago. The man has disappeared—
Burdock, I mean. And you heard cries
of "Help” and ‘Murder’ Putting two
and two together, and recollecting that
borrible, polluted atmosphere that was
distinct and all-pervading, even with the
windows wide open, one asks one’s self
whether this Leblanc is not merely
what we know him  to be—an artful
schemer, bent on getting all that he
can out of everybody—but one of the
vilest criminals of the century.”

St. Quintin shuddered.

“One wouldn’t’ ke to think that!”

“Of course not. I myself shrink from
the thought, try to-tell myself that I
only imagined and did not see. And it's
true that the very chest which 1 saw
this moment empty was the one in
which 1 saw, o~ thought I saw, human
fingers—pale fingers, deathly fingers.”

st. Quintin stared at him.

“The question is: -did Leblanc see you
looking in at the window?”

“He may have done. That's what
one says that he must have done. But
] was not consclous of it.”

They walked on a little way In si-
lence Then James Ince stopped short.

“Look here,” he said, ““we have some-
thing to do. We must wait ~for  this
Darnall and compare notes with him.”

“Wailt for him!" echoed St Quintin,
in a threatening tone. +] don’t want to
speak to the tellow! A bounder like
that! I—="

“Come, you mustn’t take that tone
until you know something about the cir-
cumstances. Probably he’s been fleeced,
like you and the rest.”

~How have I been fleeced?”

«“well, not extensively as yet, but, de-
pend upon it, old Leblanc is only Walt-
ing for an opportunity of _putung the
screw ‘on.”

] don’t think you ought to take so
much for granted,” protested St. Quin-
tin. uneasily. “You see, we may be do-
fng him an injustice all the time. As
for what 1 fancled 1 heard and you fan-
cied you saw, we both have to own We
couldn’t swear to it. And as for this
Darnall paying her attention, and the
rest of them—well, Leblanc has never
made any secret of the fact that there
are lots of men aftef her, has he? And
he's almost as open about his intention
of handing her over to the man who
shows himself the most likely to be &
generous husband.”

“Or nephew,” suggested Ince.

But St. Quintin was determined to
look on the bright side of things, and to
shut his eyes, if he could, to the possi-
bility that he might be called upon to
look upon Miss Densley’s relations as
rogues and swindlers.

«We shall only get snubbed by this
fellow if we attempt to waylay him,”
he sald. <

“You leave it to me, and I think we
can avold that. But mind, you mustn’t
be impatient until you have found out
on what terms he stands, Oor supposes
himself to stand, with the people. To
my mind, the most probable thing is
that he has been encouraged and led on,
just as you have been—"

“Not by Miss Deusley,” sald St Quin-
tin, flercely. *“Surely you could see
with half an eye that he was boring her
to death. It isn’t her fault if her miser-
able old uncle keeps a dozen men on the
hooks, dangling about heér and hoping
that the prize will fall into their mouth
at last.”

Ince hesitated.

“No doubt she likes s good-looking
fellow like you better than others like
Marbean and this Darnall, for in-
stance. But if I were youy I shouldn't
take anything on trust™

“I'll' take her on trust But as for
her uncle and aunt, real or not, why,
you may find out what you like
about them and all the difference it will
make to me is to increase my anxiety
to take her away from them.”

They had stopped and turned back.

T R G “q think Marie Densley is worth any slériﬁee-’”

and were strolling In a leisurely way
within sight of the garden gates of
Briar Lodge. They walted and
watched a long time, and began to
fear.that Captain Darnell might have
been invited to stay to dinner, when
a -mart motor car drcve up to the
gates. and the chauffeur, who was the
sole occupant, turned” into the drive

and drew up to the side door of the
house.

The two young men took this torv

conclusive evidence that it was Cap-

“tain Darnall’s car, and that it was

waiting for its owner. Their task
of stopping him became more difficult,
but James Ince was determined and
would not despalr. Taking their
stand “llke a couple of detectives,”
as St. Quintin sald uneasily, within
a few yards of the gate, but out of
sight of the house, they walited, not
for long.

In about ten minutes the car came
€lowly out, with the captain himself
at the wheel

James Ince stepped forward the mo-
ment the car had turned into the
straight. and, raising hiz hat, said:

“Captain Darnall, may we speak to
you & moment?”

The captain stared at him throuzh the
Eoggles he was wearing, and evidently
recognizing him without enthusfasm,
sald in an off-hand tone:

“Oh, certainly, what'do you want?”

James Ince came nearer and spoke
lower, s0 that his words only reacned
the ear of the man to whom they were
addressed.. .

“We want to know whether you are
one of the men whom Monsfeur Leblanc
is marrying to his ntece.”

Captain Darnall leaped out of his car
and confronted Ince with a stare of
amazement, perplexity and indignation,

Ince stood his ground and gave him
look for look.

“Eh! What the devil are you talking’

about?” he sald, after a moment's

silent contemplation of his interlocutor. -

“My friend has been provisionally ac-
cepted by the Leblancs and by Miss
Densley as her future husband, and it
occurred to us to wonder whether you
had not been accepted on the same
térms,” sald Ince, quletly.

St. Quintin, who had heard the last
few words, now came forward.

Captain Darnall changed color a little.

“Impossible,” said he, shortly.

Jemes Ince, who dreaded any sort of
encounter between these two, interposed

_ his person between his friend and the

indignant Captain Darnall, Just as St
Quintin was about to make an injudi-
clous remark.

“You can see,” he sald, “that we have
done the best thing we could for you as
well as ourselves, in telling you at once
what his position is. so that you.can
compare notes with us. These people
seem to have eccentric ways of treating

the suitors for their niece and we-

thought it faiver to you to let you know
our axperience, hoping that you will in
return tell us yours.”

Now, although Captain Darpall dia

not look very intelligent, and was in-
clined to put on lofty airs of superiority,
the tone and manner of James Ince
were 20 quiet and Impressive tha® he
decided to hear all that there was to be
said. He, therefore, after a short pause,
asked: S

“What Is the name of your friend?"”
Of course, he knew very well, having
been introduced to St, Quintin by the

"

Leblancs. However, James Ince, keep-
ing a steadying hamd upon his friend's
arm, gave him agaln the information he
professed to have forgottem; .nNIt.
Quintin, who looked very angry, bowed
stifiy in return for the @cknowledging
bend of the captain’s head.

«“Well, Mr. St.” Quintin,” drawled he,
at last, when he had taken a careful
survey of the man who Wwas ROw_pre-
sented to him .in' the character of a
rival, “and what have you to say?’

The young man found it difficult to
control his anger at the quiet insolence
of this question. However, under Ince’s
warnifig eye, he answered: .

*I have only to say that I am wd
to marry Miss Densley; that she sc-

-
cepted me on Monday.”

“The devil she didl”

“And that, althoygh Monsieur Le-
blane, who calls himself her uncle, pro-
fessed to have to wailt for con(x;mttton
of our engagement until I could be
seen and approved by his co-guardian,

Mr. Willlams, Leblamc ‘sald that I was.

the man he should choose for his niece.”

“The devil h,o aial”

Captain Darnall’s face had lost its
Jogk of amazed insolence, and now wore
a look of perplexity which was not un-
mixed with incredulity.

He and James Ince regarded each oth-
er steadily, and the captain spoke with
more civility than before.

«You think the old fellow is playing
a double game then?: What can be his
object, though?” :

“Well, he’s already succeeded in get-
ting & man named Marbeau to give &

handsome dlamond bracelet, not' to the
jady herself, but to him to give—or not

—to her, And my friend St. Quintin =

has given her & present handsomer
still.” . - ;

St. Quintin moved restlessly. He hated

to hear the girl herself dragged Into
the discussion,

“Tt was not her fault, She didn't talk
about presents, It was Leblanc who
suggested it,” sald he.

“Have you, may I §IR. given. her
presents, too?”

“The captain hesitated. But he was
evidently so far convinced of the credi-
bility of the two men that he present-
ly said, with a show of irvitability: .

«I've lent the old chap £5000 to pay
off a mortgage on the property of Léns-
ley Wold.” James Ince and St. Quin-
¢in both started. He hurried on with an
air of great cunning. “But I can tell
you I took jolly.good care to see first
the property in question.”

«You saw it!” echoed both the young
men, who had begun by this time to
doubt the cxistence of the estate In Lin-
colnshire. 3 o 34
. Captain Darnall nodded shrewdly.

' »Rather! I went down there and'

a good look round, and then I insisted
on seeing this Willlams, the trustee. OB,
1 don’t let myself be had on toast, I
can tell you, as you fellows séem fto
have done!” i

#But Willilams is abroadl” objected
St. Quintin,

*He was, But I had him sent for be- -~ gL

fore I'd advance &
Darnall, with a proud chuckle, ‘& saw
him, I questioned him, turned him inside
out, in fact;-after I'd seen the praperty,
and before I'd hand over the money.”
“Did you employ a solicitor?” asked
Ince:: . B -
“Not such a fool,” replied the cap-
tain. “He might have worked in with

. the other side. Those fellows often do.

%

_

¥No, T b#n-trust’ my own wits better
than any one else's, and I made-sure
of my security and made sure of the
lady without gny assistance. 3t you've
allowed old Leblanc to let you in, why
I'm sorry for youw, you know, but you
have only yourself to thank for it.
You should have done as I did, and not
let yourself be caught without some-
thing definite as & quid pro quo.”
gy ¢ qnir proposed to bargain for &
wife when I wanted one!” said St. Quin-
tin, coldly. “Instead of trying to find
out whether Miss ‘Densley’'s property
was real or not, I've been thinking
how best to act soas to free her- from
/’the deghading necessity of belng hawked
ébout by thése people and offered, with-
out her consent or even knowledge, to
the highest bidder.” . B
This speech, which he delivered
with all the fire and passion which
had been smouldering within him
from the first moment of their meet-
ing- ‘Captafn Darnall, struck “both his
hearers into astonishment and a sort
of consternation. The captain could
not help seeing that he had a real
live rival 'in the guiet-mannered
young man with the almost boyish
face and: figure. While James Ince,
though he admired his friend's spirit,
regretted the frictlon Wwhich must re-
sult from his flery speech between
_two men whom he would have ilked
‘to_see acting together for their com-

mon good and the exposure of the -

Frenchman, whom he belleved to be
_no better than an arch-swindler, it
*not .a ‘dangerous and - treacherous
criminal of a worse sort. : :

There was a short, embarrassed
pause, and then Captain Dar~~11 sald.
‘with some show of impatiénce: -

“If7§éu bave T to think you've
been” had,” why dom’t you Wwithdraw
“and have done with them? T don’t say
Leblanc s anything but an artful
cdustomer; so, if you dcn't feel your-
-Self to be artful encugh to deal with
him, I should adwvise you not to turn
up at Briar Lodgs again.” - :

With that he turned sharply, went
back to his car, got in and drove oft
at a forlous pace, leaving the two
young men t0 go to the station with-

& very uneasy ing in their minds,
- It was not till they had reathed St.
Quintin's rooms .that “all-absorb-
ing topic of Briar Lodge and its mys-
terles was broached

persuasive’ tone:.-

-“I say, old chap. do ¥ou-think it's’

worth #t7” o :

n:erh t:o!;;:: huk’od St. Quintin,
o oo | he understood  ‘the
‘other-very- well. ' : s

. FEPRE |

“Well, do you think, ‘f L st say’

it boldly, that any girl in'the world:

is worth the awful risks you're run-
ning in dealing with a man like Le-

-that she

Ince, when they had both been smok- -
ing silently for some time, sald in &

PHAP@ER XVI X

HE worst of it was that St. Quin-

I tin; with all the goodwill in the

wn,i‘ld. was utterly ignorant how

to set about fulfilling his heart's

desire. jowing, as he dald, that Miss

Denisley was entirely under the influence

of the Lieblancs, who might or might

not be herirelations, ¥ :t whom she cer-

tainly loo‘,od upon not only in . that

character, /but as her best friends, he

feit sure that, If he were to write her

such a letter as his heart dictated, she

would feel bound in duty to submit 1t to
them before replying. !

And if he were to express in his let-
ter his rust of her guardians, it
seemed more than probabla that she
would re.*nt the accusation, and per-
haps refuse to see him again, :

‘While h@ was torturlng himself with
doubts ;np questionings, however, and
feeling sure that the Leblancs. wished
to throw him "over altogether in favor
of Cl.ptﬂbl Darmall, who had shown
such a much highér degree of ‘“‘gen-
erosity” thanm he, St-Quintin was sur-

‘prised and ovenjoyed to receive a let-

ter fmm'ﬂlaﬁmcl Leblanc Inviting him

to dinner on the Saturday evening:
-For one moment he debated whether

“he: should consult Ince before aecept-

ing the imvitation. But common sense
told him that his. friend would strong-
ly urge him to take no notice of the
invitation, would falk about putting
himself again into the llon's clutches

.and say other things unpleasant to

hear. e -

So St. Quintin sald nothing about it,
and went down to Briar Lodge on the
dzy named, after accepting the Invita-
tion with alacrity. He had provided
himself with a huge bpx of chocolates
from s and with a bouquet of

. flowers looked just like artificlal

ones from Gerard’s, so that Monsieur
Leblanc might not reproach him with
coming empty-handed to the shrine.

To his great delight, he once more
had a chance of a tete-a-tete with
Marle, whom:he found alone in the
seemed ftimid and miserable, - .and
though she let him kiss her, h

it under protest, and won-
dered what orders she had recelved
from headquarters as to her treatment
of him. 2

He soon found out.

“Mr; St Quintin“—she sald, “I've
been very unhappy on your account
since yoy were here last.”

‘wyyell, and I,” retorted he, "hav:

n v unhappy On Yyouts. When
::' yo.gmonowued by that fellow

‘Darnall, I couldn’t understand it. I-

wondered whether you were ‘nothing but
b £ S

“a fiirt after all” .
" "uf Haté him,” sald she;

*Then iit's not- true yotu;:-n .ou.:.‘ to
marry him? That's what he says.
it's not true! How could

“Of con
you think I should mm;hlm ‘when—_

blanc, whom you must know to be a =

consummate rogue.”
Quintin

st aid nmot fiy into a passion

. a3 his friend expected. He daid some-
thing more hepelessly .couvimeing
feet, and leaning

g
t,” repiied taln —over the table toward his. friend, ha

said ip & low, steddy volee: © &
“I-think Marie .18 ‘worth any.

“ saerified, any risk; and I'm n

< H 1 :
to satick ';g anything in my de A~

tion to. get her  out -of ' this nest of . ¢
- hsrples gnd: Into) perfect safety—as my

wite.” i
James Ince sald nothing to this; in-
deed, there was nothing to be sald.

-~

wing-Toom. She was very pale, and’

Quintin, embarrassed, did - not -know
what to answer.” Mgrie laughed a iifilo.
ever so gently, o
“Ah-hal” she cried, “yom can’t deny
that, can you? And now listen to me.
When you wers. gone the other day,
and Captain Darnall, too, I ggeke to
my uncle—told him I couldn’t treat
you again as I had done that day,
letting/you think I cared more: for
that horrid man than I 4id for you.
He had made me promise to be ch;ﬂ
to the captain, and that meant that I
had to listen to his silly talk, and en-
dure being looked at in & way I
didn’t like, while all the time you
were fuming—I could see you were—
and thinking I was dolrng what I dia
to please myself. My uncle was quite
surprised at me for speaking out like
that because I'd always been so sub-

- missive. You sees I'm bound to be cbe-

dient to them both, because of what
they've done for me.” -

“And what did he say?” 3

“He sald he gquite agreed with me
that it was hard, but thaf he was
yiaced in a difficult position by Mr,
Williams™ long absence, and that he
should try to_get him to come back
to England earlier than he intended,
to settle matters once for all”

St. Quintin listened eagerty, and wish-
€d he could belleve m tne rectitude of
Monsieur Leblanc’s intentions. He
wanted to sound the girl as to the ex- -
tent of her faith in her uncle and
-aunt, but every word she uttered proved
so conclusively, to-his mind, that she
trusted them thoroughly, that he acarce~
Iy had the heart to frame such & ques-
tion as he would have ifked to put.

“And—do you think he means—really,
means to let me have you?” mald Re,
dropping his volce to & whisper, and
putting his arm round her as he spoke. .

“Oh, what makes you think he
doesn't?’

He heard at once, by the tone of her °
voice, that she herself had had »no
doubts on the subject. And she refused
to allow such a suggestion to pass.

“Of course, of course he does. Why
should he tell you what he did? It
would have been so easy to say some-
thing to put you off,”

Plainly the girl had no suspicion
whatever of the déep game St. Quintin
believed her tncle and aunt to be play-_
ing, -Her own trust began to Infect
il .

“I dare say I'm prejudiced because
they're French, and French people al-
ways think. so much more of money
than they do of love in a marriage.
ask myself whether they're Dot wal
to see which of us is th;nrxcnm befor
inding themselves definitely to 2
a husband for you.”

Her face clouded. .

_“They’ve always been 8o kind,” she
said, “that I think they would'listen to  *

what T had to say in the matter.
deed, my uncle has done oo.twho
sy aunt to write you to

rs

_Plushing a rosy red &t

Tiess of her own words, “that |
dfke to hear from my own

others which the- dared pot openly
discuss.

St. Quintin was rather anxious to
note what sort of reception he should
bave to endure a2t {ho hands of her

_uncle and aunt. But he Was reassured

when -he met nothing but smiling
faces, and found himself trested with
even more affectionate consiceration.
than ever before. Indeed, but for what
he had lcarnt from Captain Darnal,
and !p other quarters, he might have
- felt secure in the belief ihat he was
indeed the favored suitor, as certain.
1y with the elders as with Miss Dens-
ley herself. 3

After dinner, instead of leaving the
dining room all together, as was usu-
ally the_ custom at Eriar Lodge they
broke up in the Eniluh fashion,
Monasfeur Leblanc pleasantly :ukgest:
Ing to madame th: - ihey. should fol-
iow the custom of Mr. St. Quintin's
country, in order that they might
have a Iittle talk together.

"8t. Quintin h !
e o ailed the opportunity

But it ‘wan with still greater satisac.
tion that he received the first announce-
mex?t made by his cost when the ladies

“had left the yoom. 3
“Mr. St. Quintin® hs sald o7 have

;!:ng l_on?eth!n‘ yu_t}cxdaywhleh ought,
21l you have told me 13 true—as I
belleve 1t to be—to cause you the
greatest joy.” ; ;
n:nuna, monsieur, then I can guess
sort of Dews you have for me,” safd
the young man at once.
His host smileq o little, but ra

ruetully. : ther

“It has been done at & heavy cost.,”
::nwent on in a grave and even sad
. €. “But there was no help for It

lvi?bed to leave the matter of my
niece’s marriage open until the arrival
.ln London of her Other guardian, as
you know. But Marie took such g de-
cldeq.l mgg In your favor ‘that 1’ have
b.enr‘ W C to ‘write to_Cl.ptaln Dar-
nall, and to tell him he must retire
from the contest—in your favor.”

“Indeed, that 1s good mews!" cries st.
Quintin, in aelighted excltgment. “Then
thor.r l! no\lon;_‘er any obstacle to our
marrying?” R AT

?(onljenr ‘shook 100 Ms beag dublotsly.

“Well, therq is one difficulty.” he
sald. = “The fact s Captaln Darnail
lent me £5000 to pay off a mortgage on.
my niece’s property, ‘and he at once
wrote back to demand the repayment
of the loan.”

The Frcno&m‘ n?'- manner was so-bland
and go convincing that St. Quintin, even
while he felt that he was doing a fool-
ish thing, at once offered to find tlie
money. 3 :

“Pass the loan on to me, monsieur,”
said he, *“and the thing is done. I will
instruct my solicltor to gegf yours, and
the matter can be arranged without de-
lay.” : v

Monsieur smiled approvingly.
_"Unm" #2id_he, ¥ cannot do
that, I should have to discl to_your
_molicttor the fact w5 borrowed
the money from Captain Darnall, and
he would st once wsrn you not to have
a B to do with the matter. Fic
mﬂtﬁ _ say: '!:’n Y“!ll embrofl yourselt
7ith Darnall; be wise; leave the matter
alone; let him marry ‘l!;i Densley.
AN6w would he not?” |

“Well, yes, I daresay he would. But
I shouldn’t listen to him. ANl 1 want

s to marry your niece as guickly as I -

can, snd I don't care what the con-
ditions are.” h

The Frenchman smiled benignly.

“Ah! There is the real, high-spirited
Einglish lover, in whose disinterested-
ness we more prudent Frenchmen find
it so hara to believe!™ sald he, “Well,
my. dear Mr. 8t Quintin, If you really
care to do such a thing, and choose to
advance the money On your own re-
sponsibility, without consuiting your

10Te prudent friends, you shall do so.”

“And you'll agres fo let me mary
Marie at once, without any more de-
ay?”

“I will take upon myself that re-
sponafbility. ~ In ‘the circumstances I
could not refuse.” -

*You must give me a day or two to
realize,” said 8t. Quintin. *I haven'tso
much meney Iying at my banker’s at
the moment” - s

“Oh, certainly, certainly. There is no
hurry. And see, Mr' St. Quintn. We
have to do everything in order. You
shall not advance gne penny till you
have seen the estate.” :

“Oh, 1 gdon’'t want”—

L On Tuesday I -take the
2 my wife and my niece and her
ness, to Densley Wold for change
. air. 'ou shall accompany us there.
And it 1 there that my solicitor shall
yme to us after you have seen
iearnt the particulars,
'mongy with you
is through, you
yay. It is a bar-
» gajd St. Quintin, trying

X entf happy, es he rose with
host from the table, for he was not
co the dangers of
nd himselt to pur-

s he g0 to advance

3 gge'gon his side,

he fact that it was

parently rich fam-
for what he ‘would
jooked upon as &

i n | 2
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