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flaunted a challerige in the faces of all
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vqnjgh _before a good head of water,
~Jeaving as. little trace as if:_it had never
been and tbat the pay gravel thus fro-
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fact that after all they
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dmtlon all the dxlﬁcul
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7 those best acquamted with
S mnble ot judging, one of

_California and’ Cariboo, and less expén-
sive than most of the ‘‘dredging propo-
sitions” in the river beds of New Zea-

land. .
BIG ¥ IE-LDS.

There are single claims in this dis-
trict which will yield from first to last
~over $1,000,000—in gold=in some cases
- more, notably Nos. 13 and 16 Eldorado,
and Nos. 2 and 26 above-on Bonanza,
each of which will, I believe, produce
the magnificéent sum of $1,500,000 1n
‘gold. There are probably others which
will reach this figure hut the writer is
not_well enough’ acquam’fed with -them
_to be sure.

7 I have seen many pans of dirt that

yielded from $200 to $500, and some
that went over $1000, but T realize_that
these indicate practically nothing, for
they are always obtained under extraor-
Usually, of

rich spot.

But a matter of much greater import-
ance and which influences knowing
ones far more than rich pockets is the
great extent of gravel which will pay
handsomely to work, even by the meth«
ods in vogue at present.

Eldorados are of little interest to the

“poor prospector, for he knows that, in

the very naturé of things we cannot
hope that many such creeks will be’
found in any one district, and they are
of as little interest to the capitalist, for

~he also knows that the present owner

- fully appreciates the value-ef-the ground

but they fail to tell

~ miles of ground that

They tell of Eldo-
. other creeks have since
the aggregate output of
! lﬁu that of the world
- y tell of the rich-
eek claims, but their auth-
e that within two years
claims will have been -
the banks of these same
- which, for richness, the
3 'eitlmo will not com-
ell of pay streaks
width the average
the credulity
but they are silent

of which he is the fortunate posessor,

aud the price he will set on it will be

y as much as it 'is wortb-—-so it is
ot to be bought. But both are inter-
‘ested in knowing where they may se-
cure, each in  his own way, a piece of

* " ground which will yield him a compe-

tence, if not a fortune.

~ The season ftﬁrﬁﬁt has been rich in

Yesults along that ,
~ During that pe od an immense
amount of ground whi\eQ 12 months ago

- was classed as ‘‘wild-cat,’’ and which
- was for sale at prices wlnd% indicated

that the owners had absolutely no faith
in it at all, has been prospected, and
“the results have far surpassed t
pectations of the most sanguine.

A CONTINUOUS GRAVEL BED.

Gold Hili which 12 months ago could
have been purchased entire for $50,000,
has been developed and Single claims
have produced that-amount in gold, and
it has, in the words of the _miner,
“‘hardly been pmpected yet.'' And,
more encouraging still, we now know -

>

: wikh from first to last exceeds $3, 000,

000," 18 but a_portion of a continuona'
“bed of ‘gravel which extends, so far as
: kmvm ﬂ-ptesent, frofi French Hill |

ut. another appeu*rs at No. 76 he-
which many

may, the writer will venture the asser-
tion that for the full distance of seven
_miles this ‘‘white pay streak’' (so-call-
~ed from, ehe fact that it is composed
'q*lmost entarely of white quartz gravel,
- boulders' and ground up quartz of the
'variety known to Colorado miners as

““bull. quartz) will average $1000 per

lmeal foor.
_This sounds very much exaggerated

no doubt to those.who are unfamiliar

~with the ground in question, but it is -

fully borne out by the -prospecting that
has been done and the results thereof..
At Gold _Hill, this pay streak 1s about
- 200 feet in wuﬁh while at Monte Cris-
to gulch it ie fully 750 feet in width,
and while it may not be so rich in

fiza, on the_ nght limit,
! aim is a continuation of .
- the "one first deseribed. ~Be that as it

T
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and Dominion — were nq_
quantitres 12 mcnths ago,

-on these creeks were sold for
- <—more in

some.-cases than

bring now—but that price was not
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inflation of | values caused by ti

.and expectation that the com;
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sense, and would buy anyt
. price.’

But, while -in individy
these prices were actually pﬂ'

~incidents show that the g

property; in questlon did not re
so much faith"in it Alex Mc
made some of his best bnys on
ion not much over a year ago

_prices ranged from $500 to $3500

choicest properties on Domin

~inone case at least; a‘half int

one of the-best claims on Domini

spets .as—Gold [Hill, it showsas much

gold per ranning foot at the Tower end
_as at either Gold Hill " or French Hill,

.whﬁé%ne& -portion-of —it-lying between

thtle Skookum gulch and Adams
creek, and known as Cheechahko Hill,.

'has so far proven the richest portion of

.. about  $8,000, 000,

covery ‘on Mdoseaid
WHY CLAIMS ARE NOT WOR
Last™ season’s output was s¢
and it ca
entirely from the creek claims
nanza and Elddr'ado creeks, H
same-—claims been worked to

S -OTHER CHANNELS.

~ Now, when we remember that we have
similar channels on Hunker, Dominion
and Quartz creeks, that- on Dominion

_ having been proven up for u distance of
it will be seen that na- °

over 15 miles,
ture has been most considerate of the
poor prospectbr and has distributed her
treasure not only lavishly but 1mpar
tially.

There are those, of course, who will
take issue with me on many of the
above points—many who, through some

unfortunate . circumstance and probably

_through no fault of their own, have
been unsuccessful, and who are conse-
quently diséouraged and somewhat pes-
simistic. And these men have my most
“sincere sympathy. In many cases they
have been the victims of the unjust

- Jegislation with which this country has

‘ol

been cursed and whose ‘‘restrictive leg-
islation’’ has proven a greater drawback
d’n’d hardship on the prospector than
any or all of the natural drsadvm?lages
of the country.

CONCERNING THE OUTPUT.

From the foregoing, the average read -
er will no doubt “expect me to estimate
the current season’s. output at some-
thing like $25,000;,000 Not at all. 1
hold that - the truth about this country

' is the _greatest story that can be told
about 1t,, and while told in that way the
story may lack some of ;he elements
which certain persons believe to be es-
sential in_ order to ‘‘boom the camp,’’
I am convinced that a ‘‘plain,;  un-

varnished tale’’ will carry more weighf

with those whose opinion we most val-
-ue -than ;one embellithed with state-
ments which will not bear the closest
investigation. If I'underestimate a lit-
tle it will do no harm; for the investi-
gator always likes to find-a little more
than he expected, besides, exaggerations
are always so palpable to the-astute
reader that he at once decides that the
story must be taken ‘‘with a grain of.
salt’’ and he is apt to season it so much
that 1t will not appeal to his taste at all.
So T niean to give - facts as nearly as
my -knowledge of the country and .the
. prevailing conditions will enable me
‘to do, and if I err it will be 1n ](ldg
ment and not in intent.
An attempt to- estimate the output of
the Klondike and Indian River districts

- for the season beginning October 1st,

1898, and ending October 1st, 1899,
~must be based on a shrewd guess at
‘best.  And everyone has a right to
,gue"ss. From the best information at
my disposal I have estimated the pres-
~.ent season’s output at between $10, 000, -
- 000 and $12, 000, 000.-

. And this is a remarkable showing

“that ﬁhﬁm—ﬂ%mmrmmy are considered.
_ First, most ot this gold comes. from

new ground—-ground which one . year

_ ago'was either totally unknown or only-

suppqued to be rich, Our richest bench
- claims’® wcre ‘as T have ‘shown before,
nlgm.t unknown a ygar ago whxle at:

»this season,

—were —worked.

~claims have-
‘creek and its principal tribut

extent this season, theoutp
have been nearly if not quite
what#it is, for the pay had been
on alf of them—an item which.
more than half the working
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itant, and in many cases;proh
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the owners hoping that within a
able time the *‘powers that be’
come to a sensible understatiding
situation and. either materi
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produce by ‘thuse who are resp
for it. ’

. When it is remembered too,
most of the claims which have

this sum, the pay had not been | a

until very late in the season, and
all the ‘‘dead work’’ which will
necessary to work these claims

to be. done the firgt season, uu@‘
hardships un

many privations an

which the men worked who

the gold, a. production of $10,000, ‘

a really remarkable showing..
OUR PRINCIPAL CREEKS. .

Bonanza creek, originally-the
ery creek of the Klondike di
its famous tributary, Elaorade,
hold the lead. George Qa/rmacﬁ
the discoverer of Bonanza creek and
covery claim is located above m
between the mouth and  the
There are about 100 .creek
Bonanza creek proper above di
and- 105 claums below. - Of
claims below_and 22 above were
About 329 hillsi
bench claims out of a total of
Total ontput,-
$4,000, 000,

Eldorado has 80 creek and ab
bench claims (mostly located

~old regulations, and therefore

feet square) of which -abpu

. claims: and 100 bench claﬁm

gold. " Tocal, about $3,500,000.
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