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Monopolies
On Labrador

MONG the outward passen-
A gers of the Florizel last Sat-
urday we notice the name of Mr.
James Hansen. Mr. Hansen is the
gentleman who was brought here

from Labrador, at the instance of
the Government, and  has been

he had come a little. while ago.

gaged in the fur buying business
on'Labrador, and ‘in some:-manner,
beéing a stranger  we . Suppose,
aroused the suspicion in some-
body’s little mind that he was a
German spy.

In the present ‘hysterical state
of the popular mind such a sus-
picion soon magnifies itself into a
certainty and the certainty grows
until a state of alarm is engender-
ed that will not be laid until the
object of the first little narrow
suspicion is removed from sight
and ken. That accomplished the

agitation soon settles down and
the incident is closed, but in the
case of Mr. Hansen, the incident
is not by any means closed, if we
are correctly advised.

We had not the peasure of see-
ing the gentleman when he was in
town, but from what we can learn,
he intends to push the matter of
what he considers undue interfer-
ence with his perfectly legitimate
business, and unnecessary losses
to which he has been subjected.
Mr. Hansen claims to be a British
subject, though residing in the
United States.

There is a strong suspicion in
the minds of the public that the
Government has not been very
wisely advised in this matter, and
that there has been an undignified
precipitation on the part of the
Department of Justice or the
military (?) whoever is respon-
sible for the outrage against a
bona fide British subject.

- Why has Mr. Hansen been de-
ported, who will ' volunteer a
straight forward answer to this
question. ' It is a subject which
demands immediate attention, for
it effects more than Mr. Hansen.

Have the mapolistic Hudson
Bay Trading Company had any-
thing to do in the proceedings? .

Is there anything of the Fox
gnd the Shepherd dramatic inci-
dent in it? If there is, then it will
be highly interesting to note, if |
the Department of Justice, which |-
is thte shepherd in this case, will
make ‘proper enquiry into the mo-
tives ‘which moved the crafty in-
ginuating fox, to complain. of this
supposed wolf,

.<Has the H.B. Co. found m“m ““'ﬁgf

M  rador and for thammn dgsnrous
] oF gettinig Tid of him, a& sorhe Peo-

‘ple suppose. It is time at any
rate that a strict enquiry be held |
into the dealings of that large
company which contrels such a

rador Coast, But wheré will we
find a government with the cour-
age to tackle the question.

Hudson Bay factors are in all
cases also Post Masters and we do
not consider this a proper arrange-
ment. Mail couriers are frequent-
ly employees of the company, and
it is said that there is a great deal
of discrimination in the matter of
delivery of the mail.

In all cases, we are informed
where the weight of mail forbids
the portaging of the whole bulk
there is discrimination in favor of
the H.B. Co. This we contend is
unjust, and if this injustice is be-
ing committed, it should be put a
stop to. The poor have as much
right to get their letters on time
as have the factors of the H.B. Co.
It 1s possible too that this keeping

-of letters may result in big losses

to independent dealers in furs, by
giving the H.B. Co. unfair advant-
ages.

Returning to Mr. Hansen’s case,
it seems to us to be very unfair to
have taken him from Labrador,
where he was prepared to spend
so much money among the poor
people along that shore, and
where his presence as a fair com-
petitor in the fur buying was sure
to result in the best prices to all.

By remeving him not enly has
an injustice been done him and
his company, but a great injury
has been done the people among
whom he traded, because they
have been robbed of a chance to
get some good honest American
me« ney, a something they cannot
get in the H.B. Co. stores, or any
thing that might be considered
zquivalent to it. At the H.B. Co.
stores it is a question of barter,

1 and very little cash is ever passed

sut over the counter.

We fear that the Government
has acted very much against the
velfare of the poor people of Lab-
rador, in their hasty and ill con-
sidered deportation of Mr. Han-
sen. It is also'a blow against the
whole country. This is a time
when we should be holding out
svery fair inducement to Ameri-
an capital, and not antagonizing
it. We are not likely to receive
much from England or Canads
for some time to come, thereforc
we should be more circumspect in
ur conduct towards any gentle-
men who may come here from the
United States.

Mr. Hansen was no mere paltry
idventurer. As far as we car
carn, he has considerable wealth
rehind him, and is also very in
juential.

From enq\uiries here in town
imong those with whom he has
1ad any business dealings we find
‘hat there is a feeling of great re-
spect for him and also one of re
gret, that he has been so harshly
lealt with. :

The question is asked, why was
Mr. Hansen deported, why? If
1e'was a spy the proper place for
1m would have been Donovan’s
ie was allowed full liberties here
‘11 town, and is now on his way te
New York where nobody can pre-
vent him unloading any informa-
ion he may possess. It seems g

aing to end, but is pérfectly  in
harmony with the qualities of the
gentlemen who have by some
{reak abtained the reins of Gov-

| ernment.
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“What will Germany do when
the fall rains begin in Russia, to
e followed by the heavy snows of
the land of the Slav?”

The Ottawa Journal sa—ys in re-
ference to this utterance of a
“‘spasm”-preducing morning con-
temporary : - ;

“Haven’t  we _been dcpendinx
‘just 4 little too much on the snow
and some othcr more or le:s

Hansen too generous on the L&b’-

bulk of the business of the Lab-.

‘don’t see the advantage of this bill. I

cidiculous procedure from begin- .

;.“14 — e
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PR, LLOYD—A little while ago, Mr
Chairman, we were discussing expen-
ditures on executive respon-
sibility. We are debating now, not
expenditure on executive responsibil-
ity, but taxation on executive’ author-
ity. What is the difference? My ob-
jection is that the exeeutive council
should not have gny say - in the mat-
ter. It is the function of this House
not of the executive council to de-
cide such matters. If there are to
be changes made, let them be made
here. '

MR. MORINE—Mr. Chairman, I
ask the Government to drop this two
cent business. This will bring in no
or very little revenue as far as I can
see, and will confuse and worry ev-
aryone. The increase in revenue wili
not justify the trouble that will re-
sult. If T were to buy anything at
any of the large stores, I should not
ask them to put a stamp on a receipt
that I get there. Most of the people’
will not know about this new law.
Take our fishermen for instance,
what will they know about these
stamps? Then by and by they may
find out that their receipts must be
stamped. It was the experience of
Canada some years ago that this sort
)f thing was not desirable and did not
work at all; and so they abhandoned
t. I urge upon the Government very
strongly to bandon this idea.

MR. HICKMAN—Mr. Chairman. in
‘he case of a Bill of Lading where a
7essel is chartered, the person who
*hartered the vessel had to put the
tamp on the Bill, but the man who
ywns the vessel should do that. The
hing ought to be clearly defined; oth-
'rwise there is going to be a lot of
‘onfusion as there was last year. If
1 fisherman who sells his fish has got
0 give a receipt, it should be speci-
ied whether he is to put a two cent
stamp on that receipt or not.

MR. GRIMES—Mr. Chairman, I
‘hould like to say a few words in con- |
1ection with this matter. This stamp

usion. The first time it went into
orce, there was a lot of difference ofl
pinion as to who should put the;
tamp on the cheque. The practice
f this new rule is sure to end in a lot
f confusion. Then there is room for
v great deal of fraud, because the giv-
ir, knowing that he can cancel it him-
elf, can put any sort of a stamp on
t. The Government would save a lot
f trouble if they made it ‘that the:
nerson who received it should put the!
stamp on it.

MR. HALFYARDP—Mr. Chairman,

. very bad condition.

ome other way.
v lot of time and labour. |

n every receipt that is issued.

's something that I wish to
tand about this bill. Who has to put
he two cent stamp on the receipt?
‘f a receipt is not given, what about
t then? I oppose the measure for
his reason. A lot of trouble is going
o follow from this.

MR. LLOYD—Mr. Chairman, there
'3 one other point; an ordinary bill is
10t a receipt unless it is marked paid.
{s it not possible that a person could
nay for his goods without taking his
eceipt?

MR. COAKER—Mr. Chairman, the
Jovernment have asked us to vote
ive or six amounts of twenty or
‘wenty five thousand dollars for pur-
soses that anyone with common sense
“nows you can do without, and now
‘hey are putting a tax on receipts; all
wer the country, North and South,
“ast and West, you are going to cause
‘he trade and everyone else no end
of trouble. And for what? Whae
‘s it going to amount to?

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND

"USTOMS—About $25,000.
- MR. COAKER—Then you must have
v wonderful idea of how many re-
eipts there will be if you can esti-
mate it that way. You will do well if
you get $5,000. :

RT. HON. PRIME MINISTER.—
[f we get only $5,000 it cannot cause
much inconvenience.

MR. COAKER—Even then it will
cause inconvenience. Put a tax on
sgmething else that will not cause
30 much trouble, and if you ~ want
525,000 you will get it. You have told
as. that this is ¢ war tax; but even it
tis I intend to-vote against it, .3
10 not intend to go to the Northern

justify voting for putting a two cent
tax upon receipts. I voted for every
other one of your war taxes, hut 1
q,m not gt#;'g to vote, for this.

: | the last time this matter was up

documents which require to be stamp-
ed, and it would appear that that hard

ciple I think that the hon
opposite ought to bear in mind, and
that is the principle which the hon.
member for Trinity,
gested.

now dealing with a tax and I do
luty has already caused great con- not think .

more than the measur
ito be viewed merely in the spirit of
taxation such as would be levied in
ordinary circumstances.
a war tax, such as is being levied ev-
ervwhere else.

must all acknowledge that there was

jmatter

tax on; but now we must remember
that ten dollars is the amount.

his bill is going to create a lot Of'I think, fairly corresponds with the
*onfusion and be a nuisance general- iclass of receipts that are taxed in

y. If you were to depend on this forlother countries.
1 revenue you would find yourself mn‘emembered that it is not much of a

The Govern- | ‘hardship en a man who is paid ten

nent ought to get their revenue in . ,dollars to put a two cent stamp on
It will only take up the receipt.

We are too ,will do as suggested by the hon mem-
‘usy to have to put a two cent stamp pher for

{number of small receipts in order to
MR. WINSOR—Mr. Chairman, there evade this two cent tax.

under- may cause a temporary upset and con-

imain the people from whom we ge:

jcasual man and the small business

Djstricts, or any outport and try to :

it was too mdeﬁmte The meaning of
the word ‘receipt’ was not properly
defined, and it does not seem any more
clearly defined in the present Bill.
HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND
CUSTOMS—It says: “receipt for any
sum of money exceeding ten dollars.”
MR. CLIFT—It seem to me to be
indefinite, and it does not say who
shall pay the tax. It seems too indei-
inite to vote upon in its present form.

HON. MINISTER FINANCE AND
CUSTOMS—The man who gives the
receipt pays the money.

MR. CLIFT—That may be your
opinion, but it does hot say se in the
Act. I am not objecting to the mat-
ter of taxation;: but you might put a
special tax of one cent on letters
like they do in Canada. That would
be better than putting it on receipts.
While not objecting to the tax itself,
I think it ought to be got differently.
Any measure imposing taxation ought
to be definite, so that we shall know
exactly who has to pay the tax. There
is no penalty for-not putting on these
stamps on receipts, and nobody charg-
ed with the duty of seeing that it is
done. I would suggest that the Min-
ister reconsider the matter.

MR. KENT—I think there is a gen-
eral penalty in the Act of 1898, I am
not referring to the Act passed last
year; but I mean the Act of 1898. 1
think there is some penalty for 1ssu-;‘§
ing unstamped documents.

MR. HIGGINS—Mr. Chairman, in
the War Session Act of 1914, there is
a penalty of $10 for drawing cheques
o a hank and not stamping them, and
[ think in the Stamp Act of 1895 there
is a general penalty for not stamping

ly could be enforced in cases under
the present Act. There is one prin-
member

Dr. Lloyd, sug-
As he has suggested we are

that this ehactment any
of 1914, ought

It is merely

Now there is another point. We

cousiderable force in the position th.
Opposition took the last time this
was up, that two dollar re-
coipts were too small to levy ‘this

That

Again, it must bhe

I do not think that men

Brigus, make out a

Of course it

fusion, and there will no doubt be
people from whom we will not get
this tax at all; but 1 think generally,
Sir, you will find that as in the
case of the 1914 enactment in the

the revenue will follow out the law.
Now I am sure my friend, Mr. Win-
sor, did not mean what he said about
the trouble this tax is going to cause
for the Government in the Northern
Districts. I have too much respect fo
the loyalty of the people in these dis-
tricts not to feel that they will with
pleasure put a stamp on their receipts,
in the same way as will be done all
over the country. It is only a tem
porary law and we all hope and trus!
that it will not be of long duration.
Now I would like to point out to my
friend that this will not be as great
a hardship as has been = suggested,
and the great amount of revenue is
going to come from the people doing
the big volume of business, and the

man will not be inconvenienced to
the extent suggested here.

MR. MORINE—Mr. Chairman, thu.
i a very clever bit of special plead-
‘ng. . Apparently you can cove any-
‘hing under the name of war and then
't becames ri’ht 'L‘h;js is ng more a
war tax than any other tax. It is all.
“oing into the Consolidated Revenue’
Fund, ‘and is all to be ‘spent for the
general Tequiremients of the country.
It is ‘mot a:question of raising money
to spend on war, but as to where we
are going to get money to pay our
bills It is a very clever bit of special
Plea!lilfs
MR. HIGGINS—I only spoke on the
same lines as: the hon. member for
Trinity, Dr. Lloyd. - '

lﬂi‘. MORINE—If that is 80, T dis-
agree with him also. It is not a ques- |

"MR. CLIFT—Mr. Chairman, 4 tlpix;i
t

waa doferred by tue Mlnmer bocnu»'

oy X

,0.

iion\ ot\gq

— L A R R

.gins, G. Kennedy,

Vg are g‘a[“ to spend the {
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1in this way. Now it would be much

better to put an additional eent on
letters apd have the postage three
cents instead of two.

Now the point has been raised that
a receipt need not be stamped to
make it valid. I need only be stamp.
ed when you have tabled it in court.
Not one in ten thousand will ever
come before Court; and if one does,
you can stamp it before going into
Court. This enactment is altogether
unsuited to our conditions of business.
It is true that this stamping of Te-
ceipts is common in the Old Country,
but there conditions are altogether
different from here. It is going to
cause great confusion and inconveni-
ence. Now I do not object to you get-
ting this revenue, but I think you
ought to get it in some more suitable
way; and do not try to justify ev-
erything with the plea of war. If you
have to raise this money raise it some
other way.

MR. LLOYD—Mr. Chairman: I still
adhere to my statement that this is
a war tax. This metho@ of taxation
was introduced last session—the War
Session—and this Bill is merely an
amendment of the Act passed then.
These taxes were found necessary to
meet the conditions that then were
I do not say it is a better way of raig-
ing revenue than by increasing the
postage on letters; but it is infinitely
better than trying to raise it through
the Custom House, where the cost of
collection would come out of the rev-
enue,

MR. MORINE—I entirely disagree
with my learned friend. The cost of
collecting the revenue would not be
increased one Iota. Yon have all the
necessary machinery there now. This
enactment is altogether undesirable,
it can be violated in a thousand ways
and the amount you will get from it
is small.

Mr. Morine proposed an amendment
which was lost.

Mr. Coaker proposed an amendment
which was lost. \

MR. CLIFT—Before you put the
vote I wish to say that I shall vote
against the Bill because I consider it
too indefinite.

MR. KENT—I am going to vote
against the amendment. My reason
is this. I consider the responsibility
for this tax rests upen the Govern-
ment, and I have already expressed
the opinion that I do not like the tax.
I think it is wrong and going to lead:
to confusion, hut at the present time
in a matter of this kind, I think the
responsibility rests on the Govern-
ment and I am going to vote against
the amendment.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman from the Committee
reported that they had considered the
matter to them referred, had passed
the Resolutions without amendment,
and recommended the introduction ot
a Bill to give effect to the same.

On motion this Report was receiv-
ed.

On motion for the adoption of the
Report Mr. Morine moved an amend-
ment that the second Resolutions be
stricken out.

Whereupon the House divided, and
there appeéred for the amendment:—
Messrs. Morine, Clift, Hickman, Coak-
er, Halfyard, Jennings, Targett, Win-
sor, Abhott, Grimes, (10); and against
it: Rt Hon the Premier, Min. of Fi-
nance, C. H. Emerson, J. C. Crosbie,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, Min
ister of Public Works, Messrs. Dever-
eux, Downey, Morris, Moore, Moul-
ton, Parsons, LeFeuvre, Currie, Hig-
Young Walsh,
Kent, Lloyd, Stone (22); so it passed
in the negative.

Whereupon the original motion was
put, and there appeared for it: Right
Hon the Prime Minister, Hons. Col-
onial Secretary, Minister of Finance,
C. H. Emerson, J. C. Crosbie, Min-
ister Marine and Fisheries, Minister
Public Works, Messrs. Devereaux,
Downey, Morris, Moore Moulton, Par-~
sons, LeFeuvre, Currie, Higgins, G.
Kennedy, Young, Walsh, Kent, Lloyd,
Stone (22); and against it: Messrs
Morine, Clift, Hickman, Coaker, Half-
vard, Jennings, Targett, Winsor. Ab-
bott, Grimes (10); so it passed in the
affirmative and was ordered accord-
ingly. ‘

The bill entitled “An Act to amend
5 Geo. V., Sess 1, Cap. 10, entitled
‘An  Act respecting Stamp Duties,”
was fhn introduced and read a first
time, and ordered to be read a sec-
ond tlme on to-morrow.

At half past 6 o'clack, Mr. Speaker
left theChair until 8 o’clock.
"; t
Kind words are never lost—unless

a woman puts them in a letter ang
gives them to her hushand to mail.

A man may deliver a convincing
barroom oration conpormng a free
country, and then be required to put

 his money on the counter betore being

served

 “Why do they speak of the‘execut
tion” of painting?”

“Because in the natural order of
things it’t got .to be hung” Baltb

, but, how we are going t;;
rﬂsb - and we should not raise

T sl
¥

more American

{energy in developing our

i THE HARVEST'
OF THE SEA.
Interestm and Useful .-‘to
The Toilers of ‘the

AMERTCAN CUSSEDNESS

Americans seem to have singu-
lar methods of interpreting laws,
and even in the fish trade, we find
them hair-splitting.

Since the enactment known as
the Underwood Tariff went into
operation, Several shipments of
salt-bulk codfish have gone into
the United States markets, from
Nova Scotian ports and from New-
foundland. Recently the customs’
officials have been working over-
time to hamper the importation of
salt-bulk fish.

A singular incident in connec-
tion. with this gnat-straining pro-
cess occured some time ago in con
nection with a shipment of fish to
the firm of Cunningham &
Thompson of Gloucester, Mass., a
firm that does a large business on
our West Coast. The cargo was
held up by the U.S. Customs and
appraised by them as ‘“boneless
cod,” subject to a duty of 34 cents
per pound. The consignees paid
the duty under protest and have
referred the matter to the Wash-
ington authorities.

”

“It seems to us,” says The Can-
adian Fisherman, “that the United
States Customs people are hair-
splitting in this case and seeking
an excuse to place a tariff upon a
largely imported article. Every-
body in the fish trade knows that
salt-bulk is not ‘boneless’ in the
accepted sense of the term, nor is
it sold as boneless fish. If such
quibbling is to be followed up, the
so-called “Free Fish” is liable to
become but an empty phrase.”

The question is now before
Washington for%adjustment; and
as we are largely interested in the
decision of the - Government on
the subject, we shall watch the rul-
ing with considerable interest.

Uncle Samuel does rather
strange things occasionally, and
ane never knows “what’s goin’ to

'll

happen next!

CHASING RAINBOWS

This paragraph has nothing to
do meteoric phenomena, nor has
it any reference to the Newfound-
land Game Protection Society’s
“helping” our inland fisheries by
the re-stocking of the ponds
around St. John’s with Rainbow
Trout: it deals with something of
dzep interest to our toilers—the
younger generation  especially
who may be afflicted with wander-
lust (nothing to do with German
spies!)

A Canadian exchange says:
“Many fishermen have drifted out

to British Columbia only to find”

that her fisheries are spasmodic.
During the ‘runs’ of the salmon
there is plenty of work. The other
great branch of the industry, the
Halibut fishery, is out of the reach
of the shore fisherman. British
Columbia’s waters swarm with
other fish, commonly called ‘small
fish,) such as herring, smelts,
soles, etc. But the market for
these at present is so limited that
the fisherman has not much en-
couragement to follow these
‘small.’

“Again, the newly arrived fish-
erman found that with the build-
ing up of a new country, he can
make more money at other trades.
The Canadian and Newfoundland
fisherman is essentially a ‘handy
man’ so that big wages offered in
building and such trades, drew
him away from his original occu-
pation. Real estate with its tempt
ing opportunities also spread its
lure over the fisherman. But now
he finds, owing to econemic con-

ditions, that he has to fall back on

his old calling; and he has discov-
ered that his field is very limited.”

We commend this to our young
fishermen, and adv\ise them strong
ly that, if they spent half as much
own
fishing possibilities as they must
abroad, they would be mmh more

Lcomfortable and decidediﬂ more |

T

imense army on the

prosperous. Here in Newfoung.
1dnd} living is 16ss expedsive, and
our needs are fewer than el
where.

e

INTERFSTING NOTE

Several New York firms keep
regular agents in Norway who ge.
vote their exclusive attention ¢,
fishery matters. The reports from
these agents are in the main most
reliable, so they have an Interest
for us.

The agents report that the fish-
eries are now over. Sixty. -Seven
million codfish have been caught,
of which a little short of 15,000 -
000 have been prepared for roypg.
fish, against about 18,000 000
from a catch of about 8 000,000
last season. About 1800 ),000
pounds of splitfish were prepared,
against about 2,900,000
last season.

“This,” says an Americap ex-
change, “shows quite a shortage
and indicates high prlC€§ for stock
fish this commg season.’

pounds

Brief and Breezy

T. P. O’Conpor is optimistic
about the condition of Britaip and
aer Allies just now, and he sees g5
they are in England.
Fhe Chicago Tribune
date he says:

“A year after the opening of
he war leaves England under_ the
tlmost universal impression that
Ier positions are
stronger than at the beginning,
ler unpreparedness in men ang
nunitions is being gradually over-
taken, and while admitting that
the war will be longer and more
costly than was anticipated, she
1as confidence that her superior-
ty with her Allies, over Germany
nakes her exhaustion impossible,
ind Germany’s certain.”

Writing to
of *recent

enormously

Germany seems willing to pay g
righ price for the neutrality of
3ulgar; but if the Bulgarians
1ave any political brains it is hard
‘0 understand how they can bene-
it by such action. Germany of-
‘ers Bulgaria a bait in the way of
erritory; but even were she vic-
torious, does anybody imagine
hat Berlin would keep its pace
vith the Balkans longer than it
vould be profitable to the Kaiser?

Germany is bankrupt in inter-
national morals and will remain
yankrupt for years to come. The
story of the “scrap of paper” will
ive in history; and the world will
for many generations be inclined
to write an interroga‘rion mark
ifter the good faith and marality
of the Germans.

The Qalkan problem has now
reached an acute stage.
factors enter into it, that the so-
lution is difficult in the extreme.

First, there is the presence of a
northern
frontier; and the German hordes
are an immediate fact. They have
swarmed acrods Galicia and over
marshes of Poland, and they are
10w a menace to Roumania. Then
Roumania and Bulgaria have large
narvests to sell. Russia will mot
be a purchaser; Turkey is willing

So many

| to buy but is unable to pay. Ger

many still has gold to lavish-—on
those who are friendly to her.
Now that' Italy has declared war
against Germany and, Turkey it
seems possible that Roumania is
likely to side with the country
with which it has so much in com-
mon. Then, on the other ha.;Td
Bulgaria has a king, as Teutonic
as the Butcher of Potsdam.
Heaven only knows what will be
the outcome.

Hatred of the Turk is nlmo;t
negative; fear of the Hun is posi
tive; and the Hun is at the gate.
If we add to this the other out
standing factor,—Oriental dislike
of definite and binding decisions:
the impulse to procrastinate and
dissenble—we have an idea of the
seriousness of the problem which
diplomacy has not yet solved. The
outcome is causing great anxiety

in beth Teuton and Allied camps.
AR R R

It is understood that a female im-

poster was properly shown up in Lons

{xland» society recently, she never hav-

heen raided at the faro game.
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