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Taking the Distance out of Mileage
The Good Roads Policies of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta

ROAD CONSTRUCTION IN MANITOBA
▲ Good Beads Act that Oats Baratta

Hy **CH. McOll.LIV0for, Hiehway Commissioner
Primarily the ronitrurtioa and maintenance of 

the read» of Manitoba are controlled by the muniei 
polities. The council of each municipality aasbmes 
responsibility under its form of municipal govern 
ment for these works an all the road* within the 
boundary of its erf* municipality.

Th government of the province exercises no 
suit itv over the expenditure of municipal funds 
except "when these funds are suo|demented by 
government grant. In such cases the work is per 
formed according to the directions of the engineers 
of the department of public works, and any work 
iwrfosmyd in a municipality on this basis meek he 
arce| V le to the enffueer before such grant is paid. 
Thce^gsnt* are paid from an appropriation voted 
yearly by the legislature from the consolidated 
revenue of the province. The distribution of the 
fund is entirely ia the hands of the minister of 
public works, the allotment to a municipality being 
ilependent on Th* exigency of the case a*d the 
necessity of the work to ’ he performed la each 
municipality applying therefor. Rince the passing 
of the Good Bonds Act. Itli, the distribuTioa of the 
appropriation has been very largely eoaloed to 
municipalities ia outlying districts, where- need of 
improvements Is greater and the Snanetal ability of 
the ratepayers to undertake the required ex­
penditures lean than ia the elder and mere 
prosperous municipalities.

The present Good Bonds Act eras placed on 
the statutes ef the province ia ItH and la 
Intended primarily to assist the municipal! I 
ties ia the construction of the main market 
roads. Thera ia also a clause of the act which 
provides for awe liberal assistance on a 
rand through any municipality which has to 
carry a large amount of trafic from outside 
sources, ever aad above the trafic generated 
within its own linuta. This act is adeunin- 
tered by a good roads board of three mem­
bers working with the minister of publia 
works The highway commissioner is chair 
man of the hoard. In eoajaaction with the 
hoard and working under its directions ia a 
•Itf of engineers. The duties aad efice 
of this beard, besides those pertaining to the 
general administration of the net, are to assist 
municipal councils ia formulating suitable scheme* 
of rood construction and improvement la tlw re­
spective municipalities; to compile statistics and 
collect information relative to the mileage, sharer 
1er aad conditions of the roads of the province; 
to investigate the various methods ef coast root I on 
beat adapted to the various sections of the coun­
try; aad establish standards far the roast rpr I toe 
aad maintenance of highways ia various sections, 
taking into ras sidération the natural rééditions, 
character and availability ef road >-T*Lt‘-g am 
'•rial, and the ability of municipalities to build 
aad maintain roads under The Oepd Bonds Act.

It rests entirely with the municipality to lake 
advantage ef the assistance provided under the 
act. la order to obtain this t rat stance the meal 
ripnlity meet by resolution of ite eeeaeti apply 
to the good roads board expressing its dessra'to 
avail itself of the provisions of the act. la detag 
«•» this application must he srnw|auitd with a 
Has of the mautetpolity showing there** the roads 
piopmrd le be constructed or improved. Assam 
panyiag thte wins of rands, the mostetpal eoenetl 
expresses its doawe la ceeaeeliee" with the astute 
•f improvement to be performed, method ef 
•nearing the team, aad also makes a slat-meet 
as to the approximate cost of the work le be ee 
dertskr* The amount of the assessed vatnallee 
of atl .tbe reel property ie the municipality liable 
to taxation and as shewn on lb* last revised an 
——* rail ef that mnaw.paliiy is aim raqgired

to be given, as upon this amount is based the 
amount of debenture indebtedness that ran be 
placed oa.the municipality forth* purpose of works 
under this act. «his indebtedness being limited la 6 
per chnt of the assessment of the muntelpallly ex­
clusive of all other debenture liabilities.

Vpoa receipt of an application from a jnuui 
ripa) council and information as aforesaid, an en­
gineer of the hoard is sent into the municipality 
aad a survey aad invest igatioa ia made by him 

, of the roads proposed by the council. The engineer 
rcfiort* to the board on the feaaebility and merits 
of the scheme aad gives an estimate of the earn 
of performing the several works proposed. The 
scheme as then outlined and reported upon by the 
engineer is considered by the board, and if ap^

proved by H and Its ds stales ia the promisee sub­
sequently rallied by an order-la council, tbs muni­
cipal council in thereby authorise4 ie proceed with 

the act aad ia entitled I* resolve th*

instead of issuing debentures to defray the 
cost of the work may appropriate a portion of the 
current revenue ef the municipality and proceed 
with the work from year to year In. that manaer, 
or the council mav impose a tax annually, each 
tax not to exceed âve mills on the dollar and pay 
for its work as it goes It must be said that 
under ordinary conditions it is much preferable 
for a municipality to issue debentures «"d thus 
hnve its reeds constructed as quickly as poaeibta.

All works performed under the Good Boad* Act 
are bv contract, unless mutually determined ether- 
wise by the council aad the board, and no earn 
tract shall be let unless the work has been adver­
tised and tenders asked for during a period of two 
weeks. The acceptance of any tender U.sub­
ject to th* approval el the board. The leweet re­
sponsible trader ia all cases receives the work.

The work must be performed ia aecordaaee with 
plans and speclâeatione of the engineers of the 
Ixiard, whose services are given free to the muai 
ripnlity. When the works are of sufkeirat magni­
tude to require assistants to Ike engineer who 
shall be constantly ee the work, the municipality 
is required to engage rack engineer's assistants, 
and the expense incurred thereby ie chargeable to 
the cost of the work and of which the govern­
ment pay* It* ‘ ‘

af the act the 
province contributes one half ef the cool ef 
•II work, including bridge* aad culverts of a 
permanent character done on a system ef 
roads regularly brought under the net when 
the work thus done is of a superior character 
to the ordinary earth grading and web ee 
gravel, amaadaai or ether taspreeud'lype ef. 
rood. One third of the cost of construct 
lag earth made Is borne by the proviso*, 
aad where permanent culverts aad bridgea 
have been era «trusted la tide type ef mbA 
the Governaseot paya one-half the coat ef 
suck permanent work. Where a road la con­
sidered ta be of general Importance to the

aay. the
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of const reeling a bridge e 
eaters, which entails as

one-third of the coat of a
advantages and privileges of the seme. The work, or colvert which la MM ar ever, both ia a 
however, must be carried ee la fell compliance which dene not necessarily form part of l ■
with the act, aad rage latinos of the 
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the praviaiaas ef the act, baa then 
authority to issue debentures fur the natural ef 
its estimated share ef the east ef performing the 
works propsaeih The amount of debenture lame 
mum rat, however, exceed six per seal ef th* 
total aosemsil valuation of the municipality, The 
rat* ef imerem payable w these dshratarso ta 
limited to • per era! per annum. The rstaymral 
of the debee I uns* may be extended ever a period 
net exceeding » years aad mum be ia equal aa 
raal installment, of priaciml and interest livery 
by law far the purpose o/imaiag debrataree for 
•V*4—eta mettra mam he submitted to aad receive 
the sweet of the ratepayers af the —nttflraBU ar 
pomtra thereof affected by seek by law a me 
jertty ef the votes actually railed ie eaffigirat to 
carry or Befeal Ike by law. Tbemeeleipal weevil
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