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Taking the Distance out of Mileage
The Good Roads Policies of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta ' o

instead of issuing debentures to defray the
cost of the work may appropriate a portion of the
eurrent revenue of the municipality and proceed
with the work from year to year in that manner,
or the counecil may impose a ‘tax snnually, such
tax not to exeeed five mills on the dellar and
for its work as it goes. It must be said that
under ordinary econditions it is mueh preferable
for a municipality to issue debentures and thus
have its roads constructed as quickly as possilile.

ANl works performed under the Good Roads Aet
are by contraet, unless mutually determined Sther-
wise by the couneil and the rd, and no econ-
traet shall be let unless the work has been adver-
tised and tenders asked for'during a period of tweo
weeks. The acceptance of any tender is_sub-
jeet to the approval of the board. The lowest re- )
sponsible tender in all eases reccives the work. i

The work must be performed in accordance with :
plans and specifications of the engineers of the -
hoard, whose services are given free to the muni- 4
cipality. When the works are of sufficient magni- ~
tude to require assistants to the engineer whe u
shall be constantly on the work, the municipality
is uired to engage such engineer’s assistants,
and the expense ipeurred. thereby is ¢
the cost of the work and of which the govern:
ment pays its proportionate share.

Province Contributes to the Cost
According to ' the -peewisions of the act the
provinee comntributes one-half of the cost of
all work, ineluding bridges and culverts of

toe be given, as upon this amount is based the
amount of debenture indebtedness that ean be
placed on. the municipality for-the purpese of werks
under this aet, #his indebtedness being limited to 6
per eént of the assessment of the municipality ex-
elusive of all other debenture labilities. 7

Upon reeeipt of am application from a _mauui-
eipal eounecil and information as aforesaid, an en-
gineer of the board is sent into the mumcnp.ll{ty
and a survey and investigation is made by him
. of the roads proposed by the council. The engineer
reports to the board on the feasability and merits
of the scheme and gives an estimate of the ecost
of performing the. several works proposed. The
formed according to the direetions of the engineers scheme as then qullinrd and reported upon lgy the
of the department of public works, and any work eungineer is considered by the beard, and if ap

|~-rfu}ncnl in a usuuifipalil_v on this basis must be °

ROAD CONSTRUCTION IN MANITOBA
A Good Roads Act that Gets Results

By ARGH. McOILLIVJRY, Highway Commissioner

Primarily the eonstruction and ln\nintennllen.qf
the roads of Manitoba are eontrolled by .the muniei
palities. The couneil of each mnuiripal_ny asshmes
responsibility under its form of municipal govern
ment for these works on all the roads within the
houndary of its ‘own munieipality.

Th government of the provinee exercises no
autd ity over the expenditure of municipal funds
exespt when these funds are supplemented hy
government grant. In such cases the work is per

aceep@ible to the engineer before such grant is paid
Thes uts are paid from an appropriation voted
vearly by the legislature from the - consolidated
revenue of the province.. The distribution of the
fund is entirely in the hands of thg minister of
public works, the allotment to a munidipality being
dependent on “THe exigeney of the case and the
uecessity of the work to' he performed in each
municipality applving therefor. Sinee the passing
of the Good Roads Aet, 1914, thé distribution of the
appropriation has been very largely confined to
munieipalities in outlying distriets, where- need of
improvements is greater and the finaneial ability of
the ratepayers to undertake the required ex-
peaditures less than in the older and more .
presperous municipalities. g

The present Good Roads Aet was placed on s
the statutes of the provinee in 1914 and is

g

intended primarily te assist the munieipali- A i 3 to the ordi earth grading snd sdeh o
ties in the construction of the main market 3 " gravel, macadam or other im of ,
roads. There is also a elause of the aet which " road. One-third of the of %‘

provides for more liberal assistance on a
road threugh any municipality whieh has te
earry a large amount of traffic from outside
sources, over and above the traffie generated

ingunhndohhomhythrtv“
and where permanent culverts aad bridges
have been constructed inm this ty&d nn&
the Government pays one-half cost

within its own limits. This act is adminis such permanent work. Where a road is con-
tered by a geod roads board of three mem- sidered to be of importance to the
bers working with the winister of publie provinee as & 'm over which a

works. The highway commissioner is chair amount of traffic: is earvied from ?
man of the board. In conjunction with the side the municipality, and whes' such road is

hoard and working under its directions is a
talf of engineers. The duties and eoffice
of this board, besides those pertaining te the

general administration of the aet, are te assist
wunicipal councils in formulating suitable schemes
of road construction and improvement in the re
spective municipalities; to compile statisties and
colleet informatiop relative te the milegge, charae
ter and conditions of the roads of the province;
te investigate the various methods of construction
best adapted to the various sections of the coun
try; and establish standards for the constrgetion

and maintenance of highways in various sections, and specifications prepared engineors }
taking into consideration the natural romlllw:n, A municipal council having .8 system of roads Dbeoard ¥ fled b:'l.:p cugineers : I
character and availability of vead building ma brought under the provisions of the aét, bas then retained in fhe service of the board for sach Work.
terial, and the ability of municipalities to build anthority to issue debentures for the amount of The maintenance of all works performed under \
and maintain roads under The Good Roads Act. its estimated share of the cost of performing the . the Good Roads Act is done i

Municipalities Take Initiative

proved by it and its declsion in the premises sub-
sequently ratified by an order-in-ecuncil, the muni
cipal council is theroby authorized to proceed with
work under the aet and is entitled to receive the
advantages and ‘:lvilo‘ﬂ of the same. The work,
however, must carried on in full compliance
with the act, and regulations of the board pertain
ing therte

Ralsing the Municipality's Share of Cost

works proposed The amount of debenture lesue
must net, however, exceed siz per cont of the

The province alse contributes
of constructing a bridge or culvert or &

nature, which entails an
over, and one-third of the w:"u-m bridge
or culvert which is #5800 or over, built in » rond

which does not necessarl
od under the aet,
however, must be buik 4

incurred thévefore is borme
affected. When this work is

-

form

Rueh

one balf of

It rests entirely with the municipality te take total assessed valuation of the musnicipalit The cipality, the vernmen under
sdvantage of the amistasce provided under the rate of interest paysble on these de ui‘:'u. e up'n“y .:ou ..d"a::. .l:‘m work z
act In order to obtain this amistance the muni limited to 6 per cont per annum. The repayment  to levy through the muniel commissioner’s de-

cipality must by resclution of its couneil apply
to the good roads board expressing its desire to
avail itseolf of the provisions of the set In doing
so, this application must be accompanied with a
plas of the municipality showing thereon the reads
proposed to be constructed or improved. Accom
panviag this plan of reads, the municipal couneil
EXpresars ils dogire in connection with the satwne
of improvement o be performed, .clbo‘ of

of the debontuses wmay be extended over & period
not execeding 30 years and must b in equal an
sual installments of prinei and intevest. Every
by-law for the purpose of issuing debentures for
ruad construction must be submitted to and receive
the sment of the ratepayers of the municipality or
portion thereof affected by such by-law A wma
prity of the votes actually led is suffigient te
carry or Hefeat the by law ¢ municipal council

partment for the eost of ¢

sions of the aet apply te »

cipality in the same manner as to

i

Snancing “the same, and alse wakes & statement Public Works
as 1o the appronimate cont of the work to be un v The read question in & new and
dertaken The amount of the assomed valustios ‘ ing provinee such aa Alberts,
W all_the real property in the municipality liable loms which are not met with In "1 —
e tlasation and hown o « v ' W’ lished ”ﬂ coun ."
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