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Common Business Honesty
In I lu1 I- armi-r s Advocate, of Winnipeg, its issue of Ovtoher 8. in 

large Ope on the first page, there is an article dealing with the 
circulation of the paper, in which they make tin* following statement :

I lie ( anadian \\ est is a Pig stretch of country. In it are many farm homes 
including homesteaders’ shacks. During September of this year. The Farmers’ 
Advocate every week reached about 33,000 of these homes of one class or other. 
While this number is greater than can be shown on mailing lists of other farm 
journals, we know that it still can be increased. In fact, we really want to 
have the total reach at least 35.000 by the end of the rear.”

And in 1 lit* I armors’ Advocate of October 1 in t lie same prominent 
position, appears the following statement :

‘ ‘ A careful count of our present lists of subscribers shows that The Farmers' 
Advocate and Homtt Journal now goes to 33,444 homes,every week.”

These two statements in The Advocate are published to convince 
the public that 'I lie -Advocate has a larger circulation than The■(irain 
Growers’ Guide. We are prepared to wager $100.00 that The Farmers’ 
Advocate hasTrot ns many legitimate subscribers as The Grain Growers’ 
Guide. 'We have asked the Postal Authorities what constitutes a le„giti 
matt?subscriber, and have the following reply :

*’ Subscriptions to weekly papers more than one year in arrears are invalid. 
Publishers found tendering such matter at bulk' rate will be required to pay 
thereon the regular transient rate of one cent per four ounces or fraction 
thereof, to each separate address, and are warned that continued attempts to 
forward such matter will tie followed by suspension of postal privileges. Sub­
scriptions are valid only when personally authorized. It is not possible for 
any person, firm, institution or interest whatsoever to validate a subscription 
to a second person or persons.”

Regulations Not Enforced
Very few fiirm journals- adhere to the postal regulations in this 

respect. Many of them get a farmer to subscribe for one year, and then 
continue to send him their paper as long as he will take it out rtf the 
Post Office. The fact that a large circulation brings better advertising 
patronage causes litany journals to use unscrupulous and illegitimate 
methods to circulate their pa per. and also to publish false statements of 
their number of subscribers. The Grain Growers’ Guide,4n five years, 
has built up the largest list of subscribers (in accordance with Postal 
Regulations) of any farm jburnal in Western Canada, and today we 
have 31,423 subscribers who have actually paid their subscriptions to 
The Guide. A man who allows bis subscription to become more than 
one year in arrears is not very much interested in tin- paper, and is not 
likely to he much of a buyer of the goods advertised in it. We believe 
that advertisers are entitled to an honest statement of the number of 
paid subscribers of every journal with which they do business, and the 
Post Office, or some other reliable authority, should provide and 
guarantee such a statement.

Some journals issue statements of “guaranteed rod circulation” or 
“bona fide circulation,” hut these words are meaningless, because they 
may include subscriptions from one to ten years in arrears, sample 
copies, copies sent free to advertisers, complimentary, exchanges, etc., 
which are. of course, no use for advertising purposes. Let them issue 
statements of “paid” circulation in accordance with the postal regula­
tions. “Paid” subscriptions are the; only ones of value to advertisers, 
and the only ones entitled to postal privileges. The Guide is today

printing 34,000 copies every week, and, therefore, is entitled to claim 
33,750 bona fide” or “guaranteed” circulation, but because we have 
only 31,423 “paid” subscribers, we claim only that many, the balance 
being sent to advertisers, exchange copies, file copies and news-stand 
sales.

Our Challenge
In order to settle the question of circulation, we hereby challenge 

I lie banners’ Advocate to submit its own subscription records along 
with 1 lie Guide subscription records, to a complete and thorough inves­
tigation by impartial authorities, each journal to pay half .........oat of
such investigation, and to have the result of such investigation 
published in both papers. The investigation is to show the actual 
number of “Paid” subscriptions of each journal on or about October 
Li, PI Ft: arrears for a period not greater t ban One year; exchange; 
advertisers, etc., etc. ; the actual number of copies printed each week,
ami the total amount of cash ...... ived for paper*. during 4-b4» -y4»tH*r
If The Advocate can show more Paid Subscriptions Ilian The Guide, in 
accordance with the above postal regulations, Tin* Guide will at once 
send them a cheek for $100.00 to pay for all their trouble and incon­
venience in submitting to the investigation..

Guide Leads Canada . -
To show how rapidly The Guide lias grown, and for geiternl infor­

mation. we have asked tin* other farm journals for their circulation 
statements, and herewith publish those received. The others are, we 
believe, approximately correct :
The (irain (irower*’ Guide .............Weekly..............Winnipeg, Men...................31,423

•Farmer’* Advocate ........................... Weekly..............London, Ont.......................31,000
Farmer*’ Advocate ...........................Weekly..............Winnipeg, Man...................20,356
Nor ’West Farmer ............................. Semi Monthly. Winnipeg, Man................... 28,007
Homestead ....................... .................... Weekly.............. Edmonton, Alta...............  20,614
Farmer*’ Magazine ........................... Monthly............ Toronto, Ont.......... .............20,000

•Canadian Farm ..............................Weekly..............Toronto, Out....................... 19,046
Farm and . Hunch Review .................Hemi Monthly .Calgary, Alta...................... 18,000

•Canadian Threyhermnn and Farmer. Monthly...........Winnipeg, Man................... is,000
•Country Life in Canada ...................Monthly............ Winnipeg, Man ........... 16,000

Farm and Dairy ..................................Weekly.............. I’eterliorn, Out.....................14,250
•Saskatchewan Farmer .....................Monthly.............Moose .law, Sank..................4,760
• Indicates that no statement ha* Itecn ...... ived. If a sworn ” paid ” statement is

later forwarded by any of the above we shall be pleased to publish It.

'I In* Guide intends henceforth to do till in its power to see Unit 
advertisers are enabled to seeure holiest circulation statements, and 
will join in any movement to bring this about.

II the statement made by The Farmers’ Advocate, as quoted above, 
is an honest one, we expect that journal to accept our challenge forth­
with, and demand our $100.00. If the statement was not an honest 
one we shall expect The Farmers’ Advocate to withdraw it at once. 
Ibis matter must lie settled promptly. The Guide has spent a great 
deal of money and in five years lias built up a very efficient subscription 
system. We intend to have full credit in tin* advertising world for the 
honesty of our subscription list.

This is our challenge. We hope to announce in the next issue that 
The Farmers’ Advocate has accepted it.

(Signed) THE GRAIN GROWERS’ GUIDE.

JOEL’S PORTABLE MILL
Is a wonderful combination of a Flour Mill, a Crusher, a Grinder, a Cleaning 

and a Sifting Machine, and requires but two to four Horse Powgr
It forms a complete MILLING PLANT, built on 

the principles applied In large modern mills—THE 
ROLLER SYSTEM.

FOR MAN—It produces all grades of flour, from 
the coarsest to the finest household flour.

FOR ANIMALS—It produces the best form of 
foods, viz.—crushed or ground grain, with all its 
nutritive and fattening qualities.

It is the only Flour Mill, Grinder and Cruaher 
combined, built for CAPACITY AND QUALITY 
OF PRODUCT, portable or fixed, AT POPULAR 
PRICES

QUALITY OF PRODUCT résulte from Its mar­
velous grain cleaning devices and SELF-ADJUST­
ABLE SIEVE BRUSHES.

CAPACITY and ECONOMY of operation result 
from the adaptation of the ROLLER SYSTEM with 
partly fluted and partly smooth rollers.

In communities where conditions do not warrant 
the individual use of the JOEL’S MILL, its porta-

BOURNIVAL & CO. MANLPACTLRERS’ AGENTS 
333 - 337 NOTRE DAME STREET EAST MONTREAL, CANADA

blllty meets the case. Where small <r iarge power 
is used for industrial or dairy purposes, the JOEL 
MILL fills a gap and will add considerahfc revenue 
to the operators without additional ekjfense, while 
adding to the comfort and advantages of the sur 
rounding section.

THE JOEL MILL is the last and crowning link 
in the marvelous chain of Implements and machin 
ery that make the farmers Independent and self 
sustaining.

THE JOEL MILL Is completing Its circuit of the 
world, and we can produce the hlgheet testimonials 
from Switzerland, France, Germany, Austria, Italy, 
Russia, South Africa, Transvaal, Brazil, Chile, etc.

THE JOEL MILL IS BUILT TO LAST AND 
SOLD UNDER A GUARANTEE.

Reliable representative» wanted in every district. 
Write for our Special Dealer’s Proposition.

Ask for descriptive Catalogue, sent Free on 
application.


