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THE QUESTION OF THE HOUR
To tha Editor <4 the Guide :

Deer Sir.—The mountain baa labored^ and brought 
forth a mow la other wurda the three Premier* hate 
[rr-.-t.r».i the proposition of the Interprotiarlal Council. 
eWj iheir «newer la. No. ; and that la the only thing I 
gire them credit for. They were manly enough to glte 
so entertain round . they hare eald no. and no doubt 
they mean no. but when they come to gire their reaet.na 
lor earing no. they are not quite eo frank.

They aeaum'e It la nereeeary to make the et orage of 
graia at «hipping pointa a monopoly, and thin bewail the 
l»rt that they hare not the conatttntlonal power to do It.

They «Urge It la eenentlal to the aurrewe of a * yet cm 
of internal elevator» to hare a monopoly nutwtthetand- 
tag that no man or company haa ever had a legal monop 
oiy and «till the elemtora flourteh and ntw onee are con 
•lastly being built.

But though no company haa erer had a legal monop 
oiy. and ae they got that monopoly, eo may our gorern 
meet get a monopoly.

Why cannot our government take a leaf out of the 
book of the truete When the Standard Oil Co. wanted 
to get a rival out of the way they ottered him a little 
I tea than hia plant wae worth, and If he wae wlee he 
took their oiler, frr If he did not they eold eo cheap In 
bis neighborhood that be wae forced to the wall.

Now. we do not want our government to wrong any 
mao or company, but If the government announce their 
intention of eatabllehing a eyatem of elevators and let 
the owners of elevators know they mean bualneaa thire Is 
lot an elevator on the plains they can not get for it* 
value, and why should our government hesitate to use In 
the interest* of justice a weapon that the trusts use lor 
greed

Let us see bow our premiers compare with premier* 
we hare had. .In 1887 our province groaned under rail­
way monopoly The Dominion Government had coven 
anted with the C P.It. to allow no othrr railway to build 
info the Canadian west. The provincial government

chartered a railway arrow the boundary, but the Dumia 
ion government disallowed the charter

What did Premier Xorquay do under the rlrcum 
stands v The law waa against him and the constitution 
waa against him and he had far more eicuee for masterly 
inactivity than our premiere have under the preaent cir 
runistances Hut John Xorquay said : 1 "Though they rw 
fuse tv charter railways and though they disallow our 
charter they cannot hinder us building e railway in our 
own province.'* And he projected the Ited River Valley 
Railway. Take another instance. H- me years ago it waa 
more than suspected that Manitoba wheat did not reach 
the old country markets ae It left Manitoba It wae be­
lieved that Ontario and Manitoba wheat were mlsed and 
eold aa Manitoba wheat Premier Green way asked the 
Dominion Government to make certain regulation* with a 
view to stopping the mtsing. The Dominion Government 
did not do eo. Did Premier Greenway bem< an hie lack 
of power and ahleld himself behind the constitution T 
No Me sent the preeeut warehouse commissioner. C. 
Castle, to Ottawa to Inform the Dominion Government 
that If they failed to make the desired regulations he 
would Inaugurate a eyatem of provincial inspection and 
that he WViuld decry Dominion inspection on every mnrhet 
In Great Britain.

And then they aay It will cost a lot of money. Now, 
Mr Kdltor. I do not want to any anything unkind, but 
It does seem strange that they can find money to huy 
telephone system* and bonus railways but they don't 
think they can afford to build «belter for the chief pro­
duct of the country. It would be Just about a* eenethle 
to aay you could not afford to build a bank to hold gold 
a* to aay you could not afford to build an elevator to 
hold grain. Grain will pay tte way

What are the O. O.'n going to do about It T Are 
they going to accept the cruirbu of comfort the ’rcmlera 
so generously offer them and hope things will right them­
selves. or will they continue the light until victory lu 
theirs ?

A grave reeponslbillty resta on the central esicuMve 
at this time. Much depends on the action they take, but


