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peace of a nation, and If the mere saying
of “‘yes” or ‘‘no” is the turning point in
human life, it certainly behooves all men
to guard their speech as well as their
conduct. Nor must must it be taken
for granted that speech 18 always ex-
pressed in verbal language, for there is
often an eloquence in the glance of the
eye, or an impression to be gained by the
expression of the lips that carry a welght
tha* no spoken language could convey.

I have no apolcgy, therefore, to offer
for referring to a pecullar character that
we all meet every day, and who un
consciously brings himself into contempt,
even if he does not make himself disliked.
I refer to the man_whon sneers, There is
no muscular action the lips are capable
of that conveys as many meanings, and
certainly none that conveys any meaning
more odious, A sneer may be defined as
the smile of defeat;the grin, of in.
feriority ; the grimace, of envy; the
facial evidence of ungenerous thoughts.
Every definition will be the true one.

The clerk who is guilty of sneering is
guilty of intentional wrong to his employer.
A customer will excuse a mistake, or. per-
haps overlook a harsh word spoken under
the influence of provocation or excitement,
but there is that in the covert sneer that so
arouses his contempt, that he never cares
again to come in contact with it, I am in
receipt of a letter from a lady protesting
against the employment of clerks who are
so ill-mannered as to gather together in
groupe and whisper, while throwing
glances at those who are at the counter
making purchases, She states that while
she cannot knowingly charge the clerks
with discussing anything about her, or her
attire, she feels impressed that way, and
the pleasure of her shopping tripis spoiled.
It may be claimed thatsuch customers are

supersensitive, but whether they are or
not, is not to be taken into the quesﬁ

They visit the store for the purposé of
purchasing supplies; they have been
urged by the merchants to call there, and
have a right to expect and demand the
most courteous treatment. The heads of
the firm, it is safe to say, would not be
guilty of any such breach of decorum, nor
is it likely that they would tolerate it if_it
came under their notice, The employ‘u
who Is 8o thoughtless or rude in his manner
as to cause pain oroffence, works an injury
to his employer that E- often irreparable.

Even if the effect of a saeer was only
such as to prove the sneerer contemptible
by nature or instinct, and to set him down
as a thing to be avoided, it would be bad
enough, but this is not all. ‘L he man who
will sneer will smirk. Those who will

take advantage of a petty power they m
a
possess, or of a fancied superiority to’ hur{

can hurt them in return, will crin

’ ge b"
fore those who occupy a more exalted po-
sition, They are sycophants, and bend
the knee with fawning wheneves they
:‘lﬂk ::u{ can gain anything by It, and

petty tyrants whene rer cl

little brief authority. oRa il s
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strong, determined and able man to use
such & weapon. It is the exclusive wea-
pon of those who are more envious than
ambitious, and who foolishly Yelleve th,t.
they can add to their strength by an at
tempt to make others weak. A physiog-
nomist needs no better index of character
than the purposed sueer. Show him the
person who believes it to be a weapon of
offense and defense and he will pronounce
that person to be weak, jealous, vindic-
tive and treacherous. And the physiogno®
mist will not be mistaken in his calcula-
tions one time in a hundred.

My Jlearned friend Harry Helmcken
takes the cake. This ds not said in any
figurative sense; it is purely literal. He
went out to a bazaar at Mount Tolmie
Thursday evening, in a fog so thick that
it was found necessary to have men along
the road to cuta way through for travel-
lers. When he got out there, he, as usual,
plunged heavily into the various games of
t‘chance.” Among these was a partic-
wlarly fine four-storey wedding cake, built
by Mrs. Brownlee, on an architectural
design truly imposing. Our only Harry
secured the cake. Now what his inten-
tions with that cakeare, no one knows,
but some have hinted that it may be used

very shortly.
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Real Estate Agents
18 Broad SM .
VICTORIA, B. 6.
559399989

80 acres of besutiful bottom land
close to new railway—" Sydney,
Saanich and Victoria.” = Party will
slash and burn at 11 per acre.
Would make a splendid investment
for right party. $2,100.

10§ acres, 8 miles from to'm.vln
cleared, good roads, easy terms,
close to lake, $1,100, &
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6 acres bush, $300 bor d”o,"
miles from town, very prettily ritu-

ated and on gentle slope, $1,800,
Easy terms.

11 acres very good bush land on
line of railway, good “water and .
roads, good neighbors, $1,100. $100
cash and $15 per month. Easy
terms, i
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Lot and boat house with 9 boats
to sell, $1,150, on sea shore,
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