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OF INTEREST TO WOMEN.

THE suciety woman is very much, in

her sex, as the professional politi-
cian is in his—the soapegoat for all the
follies, foibles, short-comings, crimes, of
the species, says the New York Sunday
Mercury. The pulpit discanta endlessly
upon her frivolity and general ubomin-
ableness. The country press has inex-
haustible talos to tell of both, Interest
is always aroused everywhere by anec-
dotes~eelative to the bacchanalinn vices,
secrot and publie, or the Lucullian
luxury, of well-known" society women.
Well, it cannot be maintained that the
thorough-going society woman is always
an angel of light. But people who think
there is nothing to be said in favor of
the influence which society has on the
feminine nature make a very great inis.
take, indeed. ‘‘Take the matter of gos-
sip,” said » bright woman who knew the
world, both in society and out of it
““Would you not think that society
women spent their lives setting afoot
the most slanderous reports concerning
each other I '*Would you not think that
they were the most inveterate scandal-
mongers | As a matter of fact, they
don't compare to the gossiping busy-
~ bodies to be found outside of social life.
I don't suy that it is because they are
any more charitable than women not in
soclety. But they don't gossip so mych
for two other and very excellent reasons—
because they have not the time and be-
oause they are not sufficiently interested
in other people's concerns, having quite
enough egolstioc amusement of their own
to absorb their attention, If you want
the classic gossip, who tears every
human creature's character to pieces
from sheer lack of any other excitement
to fill her empty mind, you must go to
the country village, with its demes and
maids, sncient or not, who indulge in
quilting bees and the like. Did you ever
know & pretty young girl with an ad-
mirer or two who was a gussip? No,
Neither you nor any one else. It's not in
nature. And why? The pretty young
girl has other sources of pleasurable
stimulation to her interests. Well, so it
is with the real svciety woman all her
life through, Bhe is surrounded by ex-
citement. And, then, & point not
suficiently observed, she is driven every
moment of the day, She lives in & round
of gayeties, going from one to the other,
and she has literally not the leisure,
anywhere, summer «r winter, spring
or fall, to sit down and indulge in the
vacuous, interminable tittle-tattle about
other women that those of her sex not
situated as she is often enough find time
for.

“You can't excite yourself so much
about some particulsr woman's particular
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failings, about how she looks, how she | women have  not qu
dresses and how she flicts, when .yoy
have an enormous visiting list and are
incessantly seeing crowds of other people, | con
and hearing other things discussed, Oh,
society women can speed venomous darts
on their way, with a passing word or
look, well enough, but they don's syste-
matically apply themselves to long-drawn
out debauches of scandal-mongering, se
too many others do. They ean't. What|,
keepa them from gossip is not, you will
say, anything vory noble. But they are,
generally speaking, certainly kept from
indulging in it to the great extent sup-
posed, that I must repeat. Then, take
another matter ; that of dress. If I
were a portionless girl, with a paucity of
stylish frocks, I should far prefer to be
thrown ariong the most fashionable
women, and those to whom besutifal
apparel is as much a matter of course as
dining and bathing, than amomg those
women whom one might call ‘half-ways,’
those whose social aspirations are greater
than their actual position. Soclety
women—the genuine ones—really care
loss for dress, a great desl, than the
average woman not in soclety. They are
80 accustomed to the handsomest, the
Iatest, the choicest, that they don't es-
pecially dwell un the matter. Then they
are quite lifted above the knowledge
of “‘contrivances,” of the expedients that
more modest folk sre so unfailingly
familiar with. You can easily blind
millionaire’s daughter, who never had a
made-over guwn in her life, to your re-
vampings ; you can't blind that lynx-eyed
young woman whose futher had neither
s million nor anything else, but who
manages, thanks to executive qualities
that would grace a» great chief, to be
charmingly garbed on every occasion,
The first can wear lovely. gowns without
thinking of them, and is therefore less
observant ; the other can't wear them
without thinking » great deal. To that
which une has always had, snd can have
at Any moment, one is frequently in.
different. . This explains why, among the
highest ranks of European society, there
will be found women who delight in little
cotton frocks, and never wear even a
ring except on state ocossions. Their
simplicity is » coquetry, a pleasure to
them. No. Whatever may be thought
to the cuntrary, society women do not
guage people by their dress half so much
a8 some other women. And if you find
a society woman who seems so to do you
may be ussured that she has not been
in society very long. Her pusition is
still new to her.'?

It is impossible not to conour with this
lady’'s remarks. They have & great
foundation of truth, But' then some
reader may ask, what is the practical | have some social qualities,
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away of time, that & hollow and exolusi
pursuit of social excitement is apt to ¢
velop in the empty-minded. But » lit
more justice should be done to the gai
that can ocume, or does come, from soc
experience when the brain is well b
anced. Women, especially, all need som
knowledge of society. You should neve
therefore, influence a girl against takin
all of it that she can get. It is not os
» school of grace, of manners, of savo
faive ; but it is really .mndvﬂl'
have seen, against » many
nesses deemed characteristically feminit
Women who have no circle of friend
who think it & feather in their esp to
mark, stifly, thet *their bouseh
duties are quite enough for them ;" th
“they have no leisure for visiting
receiving visits,” are open to just as mar
foibles, and perhaps more deleteriot
ones, than their flighty neighbor, whe
whole life is spent in & wild chase af
social smusement.  This point, truly, I
always been too much overlooked. Soc
life is & cure for many very morbid st
unhealthy states of the body and min
The exasperating feminine tendency
make & great matter out of every. unin
portant trifle dissulves aud evaportes
social life, The very selfishness of peop
who huve too many interests and amu
ments to think much of any one persol
or fancies, fs an excelle

oheok on  the woman incined to ke
aches and paivs,
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rather hard and and “giv
and takea." 1t * dropa " the undesirs
becsuse it has not time to bother W!
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