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A MORE HG)PEFVL OUTLOOK

PUBLIC EXECUTIONS
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We have just received a report of a very 
important meeting of the English Church 
Union, at which the present state of Church 
matters was discussed, and. more especially, 
attention was directed to the proposal of the 
two Archbishops already noticed in the 
columns of this paper. Lord Halifax pre
sided. and protested vehemently against the 
notion that he. and those whom he repre
sented. were chargeable with lawlessness. 
We will not follow him in his lengthy de
claration and argument on this subiect: but 
will here only draw attention to the resolve 
which he expressed on behalf of himself and 
those whom he represented, with regard to 
the proposal of the two Archbishops to.con
sider anv case that might be brought before 
them. “We shall never.” savs Lord Hali
fax. “get an opportunity for a more spiritual 
hearing than that now proposed.” Let it be 
remarked that this was the demand of the 
"Ritualists.”<jthat they should be tried bv a 
Spiritual Court and not bv a Secular one. 
There was some fear that they would object 
to the two Archbishops as not being a 
legally-constituted court : but we may not 
hope that such fears are groundless: for 
Lord Halifax tells the clergy that, if thev 
were to refuse to appear before such a 
court, “they would p :* ‘hr-mselves hope
lessly wrong with all rightiv-informed 
Church opinion.” As the English “Guar
dian” remarks : “Coming from the lips of 
Lord Halifax that it very significant, and 
we believe that the number who will thus 
put themselves in the wrong will be infini
tesimally small.” May we hope, then, that 
there is a reasonable expectation of the 
establishment of peace?
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We are afraid to say how many years 
have elapsed since the late Mr. Charles 
Dickens took a seat at a window in New
gate Street, opposite to the great, grim old 
prison, in order that he might he present at

r<>duce the convictions that
mans and not civilized people
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the iiilernn thought of a tellow-creature 
leaving thi' terrestrial 'Ceiie Mr. Dickens 
determined t<> ascertain, as well a~ a man 
ruuld do 'o b\ a 'ingle experiment, what «a- 
the actual effect of such a 'Ceiie on a multi
tude of people collected together in London 
Mr Dickens came t• 1 hi' jx><t in the evening, 
and in the evening the people began to as
semble in the street, although the execution 
was not to take place until about £ o'clock- 
next morning All night long the crowds 
gathered in front of that terrible building, 
and spent the hours in a manner which Mr. 
Dickens partly described and partly said lie 
would not undertake to describe Every 
kind of horrid ribaldry came from the lips 
of men and women and boys and girls. 
Every kind of indecency was a matter of 
conversation and amusement among them 
The one thing that was not seen anv where 
among all that multitude was anv serious 
sense of the awful tragedy that was being 
enacted, any salutary effect on any human 
being then present. Mr Dickens recorded 
his experience in a letter to the “Daily 
News.” and it is believed that this letter had 
c. iiisiderable influence in bringing about the 
passing of the Law which made executions 
private. Since that law was passed, it has 
been practically operative- -Very few per
sons. sometimes very few indeed, having 
ever received the Sheriff's permission to be 
present. We believe that the Law of 
Canada, in like manner, requires that execu
tions shall take place in private : hut we 
know that its provisions are evaded in the 
most flagrant manner. When Rirchall was 
hanged at Woodstock, all the neighbouring 
roofs of houses were covered bv spectators, 
eager to contemplate the strangling of a fel
low-human being. Perhaps no one was 
much to blame for this, but at anv rate such 
an incident should never be allowed again. 
Rut nothing so bad lias come under our 
notice for years (if ever), as the disgraceful 
scene at St. Scholastique, the other dav, 
when not only were a large number of men 
and women permitted to see the culprits on 
the scaffold before they were launched into 
eternity, hut where a number of other people 
present tore away the covering intended to 
hide the victims in death, that thev might 
look upon their last agonies. We do not 
know whether anyone in particular can be 
held responsible for this horrid scene— 
whether the Sheriff or the Chief of Police— 
or anyone else: hut certainly there should 
precautions be taken to prevent the recur
rence of such a scene. The account of it. if 
read in another country, would certainly

'■nr Key-Words °f Religion. By 
Reed Huntington. D.D . Rector of foU 
i hurch. New York I2m0., pp id 
25c . paper covers. New York: Thom*I 
Whittaker: Toronto: Rowsell and Hub
son.

1 '11 the four Key-Words, Life, Light, Lu 
and Love. Dr Huntington discourses*with 
bis usual power, and leaves no one in doubt 
a- to his meaning. His audience is 
society of t<>-da\. and he applies his doc 
trines to the needs of living men, their tfifi 
vulties. ambitions, and fears. In tracing1
back, for instance, the genesis of love 
identifying its birthplace, and clearing it, y
iv says ip. 94b from the reproach of a 
'vbeian ancestry, he makes a wonderful ap-j

pi al to our imaginative faculty, and we ! 
quote it as a sample of his terse and power
ful Style : "Imagine the night before the dav 
when < iod said : Let there he light;* blot out 
the whole universe of visible things at a 
stroke, and let us put ourselves face to face 
with Him, whose word called it injto bring 
( unsider where w e stand ; everything 
familiar to our five senses has been swept 
away. man. the brutes, the rocks, the earth, 
t'u sun, the stars. And now a question 
What, in that far pre-historic, nay, pre-cos 
nlie time, was the meaning of the words. 
'God is Love.' That the saying must have | 
had as real and as deep a meaning then as 
it has now we cannot question.” The four 
addresses are full of strong, earnest thoug 
and everv time they grasp the situation.

Lessons from the Cross. Addresses de
livered in St. Paul's Cathedral during 
Holy Week. 1898. Ry Mandell Cteigh 
ton. I).D.. Bishop of London. I2tn° 
pp., 1 32. 75c. New York: Thomas Whit
taker; Toronto : Rowsell and Hutchison
These addresses are very largely character 

studies, although the last seven of the twdvt 
are professedly upon the Last Words. The) 
arc felt to be the work of a practised teacher 
and sound theologian. His estimate of e 
characters of the - Chief Priests, Poo u- 
Pilate and Herod is very clear and R5- 
giving to them all. and especially to hlate- 
- lue credit for any better motive that was 
influencing them. As we read, at this sea 
son, the story of the trial and crUC1””^ 
we have always a feeling of pity for 1 
whose desire was to save Jesus if®t c. 
Rut he once paltered with expediency,»®1 
gave wax to what he knew was mlUSive way to wnai ne mu* nd the
the crowd recognized its advantage,*®1 ,

• ... 1- .... *1..................V-nme TW *Upriests drove the wedge home. , 1^ .
dress upon the action of the PelllJ ... o 
is specially beautiful, and views his 1 
character on a side that is seldom 
nized. Rut all the addresses are very 
ing, expressed in strong, masculine p

Whatever Dr. Shiron, of Newton, 
gives is carefully done and full ° 1 
tion. His latest. “What Everyone^ 
Know Before Coming to Connu? 
(Thomas Whittaker, New York), s a 
as better adapted to be a manu ^ 
teacher than a text-book for a pup • ^ 
price, ioc., allows it to be freely . u; 
among the older candidates who are 
to instruct themselves.
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—The man of faith is never in a ^urI^ 
God to explain Himself. .

the W'l—The aspirations of man are 
spirations of God.
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