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remarks. A plan somewhat like that adopted |

DOMINION CHURCHMAN

*nm\ seem to dlﬂ'or very widely. We must|
'not disguise the fact that our differences on!
some most vital questions are radical, and

in the Church Congresses would seem the |that they are every day becoming more so.

most feasible, viz., that members of the|
Synod who had been most successful in one |

' But even so. The open discussion of these!

| questions—the deliberate and dispassionate

375

to be granted throughout the Turkish Dom-
And England is to see that Turkey
carries out her stipulations. The

'inions.
really

‘Cln'istian Religion will henceforth have free

scope in all the vast territory over which the
Sultan has sway. May we see a grand reli-

or other of the departments of the Church’s | statement of our convictions, and the grounds | gious awakening in this portion of the Globe

work,

should be invited to present their |upon which they are based, on the one mde‘also'

May the ancient Church there, which

thoughts and experience to the Synod, in a|or the other, would at all events tend to pro- |has for so many ages been bound by the

gpeech or by a paper as they
and then after discussion, resolutions, bind-

might prefer, Idu(e a more tolerant charity among us, and

'would ultimately lead to the triumph, not

ing the Synod to practical action, might be|perhaps of any party, but of the truth, for
adopted or not, as the majority might deter- |the truth 1s mighty and will prevail. And

mine.
the Synod into something of the character of

a Church Congress. And, if very much of
the spirit or character of the Church Congress
could be imparted to our Synods, it would not
not be a loss, but a very great gain. Then
everybody knows that the business of the
Synod might be transacted in one half the
time that is given to it now. And itis prob-
able that if men felt that there were more
important and more interesting matters de-
manding their attention, they would be more
likely to refrain from those iterations of what
had been quite as well said by others, as well
as from those technical objections and points
of order, which now consume so much of our
time.

But even if our Synods were, on this plan,
to occupy two weeks instead of two or three
days, and if the clergy were obliged to leave
their parishes for a Sunday, and appoint
some Godly layman to say Morning and
Evening Prayer in their absence, still we con-
tend it would be not a loss, but a great gain
to the Church at large. Men would in the
few days thus spent together, learn from the
experience of others what it would have taken
them a lifetime t¢ find out for themselves, or
what perhaps, to the great loss of the Church,
they never do find out at all.

This plan might also deprive us'of a good
deal of the bewildering legal and parliament-
ary talk to which we are treated every Synod.
We are however persuaded that among the
laity there are ten men who would be qualified,
from their own experience or reading, to con-
tribute something to the edification of the
Synod in connection with one or other of the
practical works of the Church, to one there is
now, who feels himself qualified to take part
in the discussion of the legal and financial
questions that occupy most of our time under
the present system.

And perhaps full and free discassion, from
time to time, of those’ doetrinal questions
about which we differ, or think we differ, might
also be a'great gain,  That is,.if they could
be carried on, on the plan devised by Dr. Dol- | b
linger at the Bomn Conference, with the de-
sire and for the purpose not of victory, but of
ascertaining how far we agree, or can agree
with one anether. ~Some of what we think
our worst differences are to a large extent
verbal, and if men would agree to state their
convictions in their own language instead of
in the technical language in which they have
been in the habit of stating them, they would
be surprised to find how far they agree with

This arrangement would transform | sure ly those who are so confident that they

alone know the truth, ought not to shrink
from setting the reasons upon which their

brethren, who prove that they are at least
honest men, by expressing convictions that
expose them to the odium of the great major-
ity of their fellow-countrymen. There is one
thing certain, and that is, that any patching
up of our present differences that stops short
of an agreement in the truth, will be sure to
break out in a worse sore after awhile. And
so we plead for a reconsideration of the ob-
jects, and mode of conductingour Synod work
in the future.

GOOD OUT OF EVIL.

NOTHING more clearly shews the truth
of those well-known lines of Cowper,

‘¢ Behind a frowning Providence
God hjdes a smiliug face,”

than the history of foreign missiens. .How
often have the sword and other calamitous
agencies opened the way for missionary opex-
ations ? This was notably the case in China,
a country than which none was more rigidly
opposed to anything of the kind. ; Before the
first Chinese wa, there were scarcely any
Non-Roman - missionaries in the country, bnt
after the treaty of Naw-kin, in ®1848, which
threw open five ports to forelgn commerce,
the various foreign mlsslonpry societies be-
gati to take advantage of this Iiberty of access
to send forth laboutérs into the harvest there
to be gathered in. The appa.hng famine
which' now disolates the provmce Shansi, in
northern Chin, gives indiéations that it will
not pass away without producmg good results.
A Chinese paper atates that owing to the
kindness dxsplayed by Christians ‘and’ ‘Chris-
tian miséionaries towards the famishing mul-
titudes, a more favourable dlsposltxon towards
the Christian religion is growing up ‘The
Rev. T. Richard, of Chefoo, reports AN Acces-
gion of over 400 enquirers led fo him ‘under
God from thib dause alone. ' The late extra-
ordmary awakening in’ S6uthern India where-
%)\() natives applied to Bishop Caldwell
for Christian instruction and baptism, is the
outeéome partly of the terriblé famipe which
affiicted the Tinevelly district, and the noble
display of Christian beneficence on the part
of the English ‘people’ who sent relief to the
suffering ' millions. And what of the bloody
war just concluded between Russia and Tur-
key'?  Will God bring good out of that great
evil? Assuredly he will. One ‘of the stipu-
lations of 'thé' Tréaty 'of Bérlin is ‘that

one another on many points on which they| "

ligiotis ‘equality i ¥he'eye of the law " is

faith 18 based before their less enlightonvd'

spirit of slumber, arouse herself to make
ready, before the end come, a people prepared
for the Lord! Once more may we see how
the sword of the flesh has ‘ prevented” the
sword of the Spirit,”” and how it is always
true that

‘* Behind a frowning Providence
(iod hides a smilling face.”

THE PAN-ANGLICAN SYNOD  AND
THE SO-CALLED EVANGELICAL
OR PURITAN PARTY,

HE English and Irish Evangelicals seem
to have viewed the great: Lambeth

Synod with feelings only of fear and distrast.

One of the English Evangelistic organs,  The

Rock, in commenting on the action of-tHe

““ Church Missionary Society,” which, ‘atits

last meeting in June 5th, passed a resolution

designed to render their missionaries praeti-
cally independent of Kpiscopal' control; says,

‘“ We need not say that this important deeci-

sion of the C. M. 8. is clearly interided to

forestall—and, therefore, ad we trust, prevent

——amny injurious movements ontheé part of the

Pan-Anglican Conference, which~-as: will be

seen from its programme+—intends to disouss

the questionnext week.” -In Ireland; the Evan-
gelical organ, The Irish:€ hurch: Advocate;¥e-
peatedly admonished the Irisk Bishopsto have
nothing to do with the ,Ran-Anglican Synod.

One.of its latest utterances on,the subjest lis

as, follows : . f We, must, repedtouk- former

hope that no Irish Bishop will appear in-tlie

Syned, for, this,would . be. o saerifice iilie das

dependence of the Iribhi Chuzeh and tolinvite

Anglican dominion, fo be #et;avermald 1po Yo

We are, happy to say. that, the, Irish Bish-
ops, evidently mot sufferingfrom $he night-
mare which disturbed the rest of the, Chusck

Advocate, have in goodly numbers,attenddd

the Synod, and taken part in its proceedin“

But the above guotations furnigh painful, evi-

dence of the lack of Catholic sympathies and

ideas whncb now prevp;l among the Eyangeli-
cal party, They shaw, how;this party fails $o

appreciate its communify of life and interest
with the whole Charch, _On the cqnixzary, its

hnghest am%mon would geem to be to achieve

hberty fo live and move and have ity being
mthm the Church as _ap independent anto:
matic sept.: in other words, to kﬂ; an, the
Church, and yet not of the Churohs; . ideoar
=y o aave aild
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