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press of His manifestations, Thinis what
we shall see with still further evidence
when we enter on the detsil of the facts
submitted to our investigation "
Assuredly no more important or inter-
esting question can be studied by the
Ameriosn public than that partially ex.
ed hars by Dr, Boiesarie,— Myr, Ber-
nard O’ Reilly.

MOST REV CORNRLIUS O'BRIEN
ARCBBISHOP OF HALIFAX,
N. 8.

“ Amints, a Modern Life Drama,” {s the
Jast work published by Archbichop
O'Brlen. The beroine and hero, Amiats
and Coroman, are both at the openlog of
the poem Agnostics, or sometbivg of the
kind, and both find earthly goods to be

Like Dead Hea fraits that tempt tne eye.

But turn Lo a8nes 0a Lue 11ps.

Aminta lives with her fatber lo & mavsion
by the ees, lu the nelghborhocd of which
sbe s reecued from the violence of Gon-
zalez, an outlawed lover, by Coroman,
who bad just been revolving in bls own
mind the question of sulcide. An in
timacy sprivgs up between Amiuta and
Coroman, which the young lady’s father
dlsapprove of. Coroman, however, rows
every evening to the wall of Amlinta's
residence and holds conversation with ber
through ths telephone. After this has
gove on for a time, Coroman, for some
upexplsived reason, summarlly departs
from Metiz Aminta is in deepair, but
after scme time, in & great measure
through the influence of a friend named
Matbilda, becomes a Oatholle Corcman,
aftor several years of “roaming with a
hungry heart,” meets at Rome with Gon-
21lez, now a monk ; Mathilda, a nun, avd
Amiota and another lady friend named
Rosins, both Catholics ; and finally de
cides to join the Church himself, All are
now comparatively happy and the poem
ends, leaving ue to understand that the
fates of Aminta and Coroman are to be
united, There are many eloquent pas
seges in the poem, which want of space
forbide me to quote ; but 1o order to give
sowe idea of the Archbichov’s verse, the
followlog lines are submittcd :
To God we gladly leave death’s bour,

His every counsel 1s the besl ;

Yet might we make this one request,
To fade with grass aud leaf acd fluwer;

On some Ociober day to dle

When suu-decaed earta smiles to the sky,
And then be laid 1n sunlit bower,

No gloomy cypress round our grave;

But when our obscure course is ran

We'd sieep where brightest shines the sun.
And dews Lthe pansies soouest lave ;

A cross—the pledge of 1ife-sought prize—

These simple words-He shall arise—
This, this the boon I fain wou'd crave.

Though called a drama, * Aminta” Is
in the strict sence of the word didactic,
dealing for the most part with grave
philosophical and theologicsl questions.
This belng the caee, it s hardly to be ex-
pected that the poem will be very gener
aily read. Didactlc poetry belongs to a
much emlier ege than ours, Who now
reads Young’s *Night Thoughts 1’ How
many read ¢ven Dryden’s “Hlnd and
Panther 7’ Johnecn’s ** Vanlty of Hiuman
Wishes,” the last great didactic poem, hae
not many readers : and Pope’s * Essay on
Map,” probably the finest didactic poem
in the langusge, 1s read for the beauty of
its verse, *ite brilllant rhetoric and ex-
quisdte descriptions,” and not for its
acate reasoning. In “ Amlinta” Arch-
bishop O'Brien ehows that he la capable
of conductirg a long and profound argu-
ment in verse ; but the peom gives one
the impreseion of a vigorous intellect
striving, with comparative euccess, no
doubt, but still with perceptible ¢ffort
under the conetraint of the eelf imposed
soackles of rhyme and metre, and not of
su ardent poetic soul eoarlog Into the
chill, If lofty, reglone of philosophy and
divinity.

Too much attention has been devoted
to His Grace’s books to allow much to be
paid in this sketch of his utteravces from
the puablic platform apd through the
press. With even slight preparation,
the Archbishop—aithough neveravailiog
himself of the arts of an orator —1s
always & powerful and impressive
speaker. For instance, it is generally
admited that, at the Imperial Federa-
tion meeting held in Halifax, in June,
1888, (if the writer is not mistaken)
his speech was the best of the
evenicg and probably the beet ever
delivered upon its subject in Cin.
ada. Even his little casual addresses,
delivered as a rule without any
previous study, are full of thought and
practical wisdom. Like many educated
Irishmen, he wields a keen and fluent
pen in mnewspaper controversy. It
would be hard to find a better specimen
of its kind than Archbishep O'Brien’s
second letter in the controveray with Sir
Adams Archibald arising out ot the pro-
ceedings of tne Nova Scotia Historieal
Society at the meetings in December,
1889, on the occasion of the reading of
Professor Hind's paper with reference to
the Acadians,

The Archbishop’s views upon publle
qnestlons are pecullarly hls own. He
aiffers from most of the Oanadlan sup-
porters of Home Lule in belng a warm
advocate of Imperlal Federation, and from
most Oanadian friends of Imperial Feder -
atlon 1s heing a thorough-going Home
Ruler., He s an ardent bellever in the
futare of Canada, and particularly
of his native ieland. Ia politics he looks
more to men thau to parties, but has wisely
refrained from avowed support of any
leader. Belpg first of all an ecclesiastle,
he realizes clearly the injury which relig-
fon always sustains from belng brought
down without necessity into the arena of
politics; and although not averee to con-
troversy and, feeling a lively Interest in
the political questlons of the day, he post
pones his natural {nclinations to the good
of religlon, and keeps hia archiepiccopal
robes unsullied by the dust of party con-
fitet,

1t s to be hoped that, from what has
been gald, the reader will be able to form
a falr, oven if Imperfect, estimate of Arch
blshop O'Brien’s record and character. It
hae been seen that he s highly endowed
with the gifts of industry, business capa
city, scholarship and literary abllity ; that
he ig, In the best sense of the term, many-
slded, combining, as already indicated, in
a most unusual degree, the qualitles of a
man of books with those of a man of
action, If therels a etriking characteriatic
which has not been brought out as clearly
a2 could ba wished, is it that he s & man

'
all, independently, upon & great varlety of |
subjects.

1 'am enough a bellever in the doc'rlne
of heredity to fancy that I can see iu His
Grace the perfervidum ingenwum Scotolorum
—that intenss and brilitsnt Irlsh talent,
with a porsible teudency to exaggeration
aud unreality —which s to be found no
where more sbandantly than in the
county of Cork, combined with and tem

and common seney which characterizs the
people of Wexford county.

The suhjsct of this sketch la still In the
prime of life, and {f bhis activity is allowed
to contlune will do a vast amount of use-
ful ard important work during the years
that are to come. That he may be spared
to accomplish thie, aad that tha prayer—
ad multos annos—for a long lifs, need in
the service at the Coarch coneecration of a
prelate, may in this case be granted, is
the earnest wish of the memhers of Arch.
blshop O'Brien’s spiritusl flock—L. G,
Power in The Week

ASTOUNDING ADMISSIONS,

A MEMBER OF THE CATHOLIO TRUTH
SOCIETY BCORES A POINT.

Rev Alfred Youug, of the Pasulist
Fathers, New York, who recently jolued
the American Cathoile Truth Soclety, re-
markirg at the time that he would *“try
to hit a nall wherever he saw it,” s doing
yeomea daty in the cause of truth. The
followlng excellent letter from him ap
peared 1o the Christiun Union of November
20:h, and drew forth the subjoined re
warkable editorial confestion from Rev,
Lymar Abbott.
¢¢1he Better Way ”
REINFORCED BY A ROMAN CATHOLIC
DIVINE,
To the Editors of the Chrigtian Union :
The kiod sud frleadly toune of the
editorial article entitled * The Better
Way,” in your issue of Ostober 30, shows
that, in presenting s summary of certain
doctripal errors which you take for
granted are held end taught by the
Romsn Catholie Church, you evidently
meant to bo fair, and honestly suppoeed
that in 8o writlog you were siating the
truth. I respectiully beg to say that,
while I agree with you that the doctrines
a3 formulated in that artlcle are errors
[ nchesitatingly deny that they can be
justly lald to our charge.
Thelr statement ss being doctrines of
the Catholic Church s, therefore, miclead
ing, aud would give your readers false
notions about our vellef. I bardly thin'
you would be pleazed in feeling tbat they
may have been led to belleve what is not
true about us through any iucorrect lan.
guage of your own ; and certalnly you
would not intentionallv mlsrepresent our
doctrices Therefore I take It for grauted
you will permit me to specify and
explain thess * errors.”
1st error. — “The Roman Catholic
Church clalms to have a monopoly of the
diepensation of divine grace—an exclusive
possession of the reservolr of grace.”
Thie {s not claimed by the Catholic Church.
She claims to be no more than a dispenser
of certain speclal graces which are to
be conveyed io those for whom the priest-
hood are the mlinisters by an express
divine commission of our Lord. Theee
ordinances of grace are few, although of
great importance, and evea of them some
do not absolutely require the intervention
of a priest, as, for instance, haptism and
matrimony. Moreover, we teach that the
Holy Sptrit pours out His divine grace
upon sll men in multiple ways acrd in
power for their comfort, enlightenment,
sanctification end ealvation, altogether
apart from the ministrations of the Chris.
tian priesthood.

1f we claim that epecial graces are given
through our ministration, not obtainable
in any other way, it {s because we believe
that they nre the means ordained by
Christ by which we are brought into a
slpgular and extrsordinary union with
Him a3 the Inearnate God both Inlife and
ia eternity. The eud le an extraordinary
measure of comfort, enlightenment and
eanctification here and of divine beati-
tude hereafter,

2ad. Ecror.—“The Roman Catholic
Church clalms that its priests sre medi.
ators between God and man.’”” Tals is
another way of stating the first error, but
its langnage evidently lmplies, as does
the context, that we do not refer all
divine mediatorship and atonement to
Jesus Christ, the one and only such
Mediator between God and man, Bat,
in fact, we do. We know and profess
only that one Mediator. What might be
calied the mediatorehip clalmed for the
Catholic prieshood 1s only secondary and
vicarlous for ite own speclal ordained
ends, To illustrate: God alone can ralee
the dead to life, yet when St. Peter
ralsed Tablitha to life he was a mediating
vicar of Almighty power. All that can
be obtatned through the mediating power
of prayer no one would think of denying
to the Catholic priesthood as worthy of
speclal efficacy if they be Indeed elected
aud comsecrated vicars of Jesus as they
clalm to be.

3trd Error.—*"The Catholic Church
teaches and practices adoration of the
Virgin Mary, which is idolatry.” Ua-
doubtedly it would be idolatry to adore
the Virgin Mary ; but, again, this is no
doctrine or practice of the Oatholic
Church. No such term as adoration of
Mary can be found in any Roman Cath-
olic book ever written, neither was it
ever heard from any Roman Catholic
mouth, Why should you use it?
Neither are we guilty of idolatry of the
Virgin Mary. Never was it heard that
any Oatholic ever paid divine honor to
her, and that alone is idolatry. No need
to " combat '’ us for holding that error,
4th Ecror—“ Roman Catholics hold
the Mass to be a freshly repeated sacri.
fice for sin.,” If there be cauae to repre.
sent this as an error to your readers, it
could only be in the sense that we hold
the Mass to be another sacrifice than
that one which Christ offered upon the
cross onca for the sins of the world,
Then it would be an error. But such,
once more, is not the Oatholic doctrine,
In the Mass we daily “show forth the
death of the Lord till Hecome.” As He
spiritually and really sacrificed His Bod
and Blood at the Last Supper, but}t
tore He actually did so on the croe

who thinke much and deeply, aud above

wmation on Oalvary, All the

pered by the fodependence, perseveronce | of

onfum-
murifices

the Catholic Church teaches are identi.
cal, one and the same in the Vietim
oftered snd in His iolicite werits from
this act ot divine love, The diftterence
of time and place, or the absence of pain,
blood-shedding, and mortal death, do
pot eftect the eflicacy or merit of that
divine act of love, just as such
difterences do not  eflect the effi-
cacy or merit of apy human set
love, whether terminating upon
an object in the past, av pres-
ent, or in the future, whether Im-
mediate to the elght, at the eonds of the
earth, or in the world of ecternity, All
Protestants, as well ns we, belleve our
Lozd, as the Lamb slain from the founda:
tion of the world, now offers an enduriog
memorlel sacrifice to His eternal Father as
He shows His preclons woundsin memory
of His vawelon aud death, Well, what
that ecduring “ memorial ascrifice” ls in
heaven the Mass ie on earth  Toiok of
thie identity of all these sacrificlal acts, and
our doctrine will be,at least, clear to you
even If not accepted.

Slocere Protestants who love and re-
spect us as Christian brethren will there-
fore have o need, in the Interests of a
true Christianity, to combat th2ee errors as
being oure,

If you had thown the proof of your
articie to any Catholic priest to see if the
s'at ment was at least verbally correct not
© ¢ uld have passed it. You love jus-
tiee nut hate what i3 falee, Therefore I
am surs you will gladly aceept these few
woild f friendly help to set your readers
right in what, if left to go urcorrected,
would be a grave injary to us and a serlous
wound to truth,

Avrrep Yousa C 8. P,
House of the Paulists, West Fifty Ninth
Street, N, Y,

[If our coirespondent will re-examine
wiin care the editorial to which he refers,
he will see that 1t professed to glve, not an
accurate statement of Roman Catholic
doctrines, but a statement of those doe.
trinee na they are geunerally interpreted by
Protestants, Our correspordent’s letter
reinforces the position cf aur editorial by
a farther argument, singe it showe that the
Protestant minieter \n attacking Roman.
i‘m ordinarily tulsapprebends what he
endeavors to criticlze —Eds C, U |
— P G——
A SILVER JUBILEE.
For the CATHOLIC RECORD,

At the mother house of the Sisters of
the Holy N smes, st Hochelaga, P. Q, Sle-
ter Mary of the Rorary celebrated her
silver jubilee, To the number of old
puptls, eo many friends ot this loved
religions, the thought brings a thousand
bappy recollections and bright hopes for
the fauture. When it is sald that twenty-
five years of a life have been devotel
wholly to the work of God, 1a dolng good
to others, that saying means mush, Bat
in this instance it means even more. A
genercus heart, a large miod free from
narrowing prejudice, was hers to glve, and
she offered it to her Soouse, Gantleness to
all, which 18 heightened in its sincerity by
a firmnees of will ; that close dlscern-
ment of the difference in characters;
exquisite fiseness of feeling —all toese
combipe In Mother Roeary, her to
whom homage has been pald, It was
but fit that on that anniversary the Past
aod Present chould uclte in offering
sweet wishes, And so it proved.

St, Marj’s, Windsor, wafted there her

well the may, for how many grateful
hearts turn towards thelr Mother from
that eacred spot! There we fiad recorded
seven years of devodedness, whose rceults
were never attaloed before,

As [ porder over those happy days, the
words of a former pupll, spoken of a
friend and teacher, come to me, and I
re echo them: “I have never ceased to
copgratulate myself thet it was given me
to be the pupil of Mother Roeary and Sz
Loulse, both of whom are =o lovingly
cherlshed by all wherever they are known.
Dear Mother Roeary, how grazlons she
wae—s0 sweet A mother and yet ro digni-
fied & woman! The offise of Superior
seemed created for her, ard {ts titie sat
upon her like a queenly garment,”

Words at best hnt faintly portray the
heari’s emotions Kind frieuds are always
with our Mother, as was seen ia tha joy.
ous group who clustered round her in the
Noviclate. The ecene was a festive one.
Walls, statues and altar were delicately
draped with here and thero a fitting sen
teance in floral letters Prominently stond
forsh the words, *“ We will frame chsins

loving fellcltations on silvery wings; and |
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