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(Eatiplic ^ecmrb with pensions, preferment» and 
bribe» in hard oaah in return for 
their

FEBRUARY 1, ISISuntried, unoonvioted ; denied that ele. 
mentary right which ha» been guaran­
teed every Engliehman for the lut 
«even hundred year». It the full 
representation of the overwhelming 
majority of the Irish people I» not 
present that again 1» not the fault of 
Sinn Fein nor of the Irish people. 

But what is the use ?
Just this : This War was to save 

democracy and liberty. The bed­
rock principle of democracy la that 
governments derive their just rights 
from the consent of the governed. 
President Wilson proclaimed this 
principle, the peoples of the world 
acclaimed it, and hailed the President 
as the spokesman of true democracy. 
In hie great speech of September 
27th last, hie greatest pronounce­
ment, with fearless and passionate 
eloquence and with interne convic­
tion he defined the issues of the War. 
We quote the great President's 
ever memorable declaration ;

Those issues are these :
Shall the military power of any 
nation or group of nations be 
suffered to determine the for­
tunes of peoples over whom 
they have no right to rule 
except the right of force ?
Shall strong nations be free to 
wrong weak nations and make 
them subject to their 
and interest 7
Shall peoples be ruled and dom­
inated. even in their own inter­
nal attain, by arbitrary and irre­
sponsible force or by their 
will and choice ?
Shall there be a common stand­
ard of right and privilege for all 
peoples and nations or shall the 
strong do as they will and the 
weak suffer without redress 7 
Shall the assertion of right be 
haphazard and by casual alli­
ance or shall there be a common 
concert to oblige the observance 
of common rights ?

„ ,A. «Public can never be eetab- 
llabed in Ireland through the medium 
of civil war. On the other hand Ire- 
and cannot be divided without last 

ing injury."
This was the pronouncement of Sir 

Horace Plunkett just before sailing 
from Liverpool. And Sir Horace has 
a much clearer title to speak for 
Ulster and for Ireland than has Sir 
Edward Oareon.

Lord Deoles, a British Army officer 
who for the last two or three years 
been chief censor for Ireland, before 
sailing from New York after the 
news 
polls, said :

Our only hope in Ireland now is 
for all the four political factions to 
get together, and for the Govern­
ment to give us some kind of Home 
Rule and leave us to work it out to 
the best advantage. The Sinn Fein 
era are out for a free republic, which 
Great Britain will not tolerate for 
one moment.”

And as we write the cable Informs 
us that a new Centre Party supported 
by Southern Unionists under the 
presidency of Stephen Gwynne the 
son of an Ulster clergyman, Is form­
ing to work for Home liule for Ire­
land on Dominion lines.

of appearing discourteous silence 
might be hie wisest oourse. In such 
an hypothesis his silence might be 
a matter of greater worry to die hard 
Unionists than to Irish Nationalists.

The suggestion that he may be 
influenced by considerations of party 
politics Is puerile in itself, and in 
suiting to President Wilson. If he is 
deeply conoerned, as we believe be is, 
it is because of far weightier 
sidérations.

NOTBS AND OOMMBNT8
Thu indemnities that Germany 

shall pay for the colossal wounds 
which her thirst for war and for 
conquest has inflicted upon the 
world is naturally the paramount 
theme of discussion on both sides 
of the Atlantic. Such indemnities 
may have to be weighed in the 
balance with Germany's ability to 
pay, but that pay she shall, and to 
the very limit of her capacity, is the 
consonant verdict of the conscience 
of humanity. Those who have 
understood either the War 
peace, says Gilbert Chesterton, are 
telling us everywhere to forgive, in 
the sense of forget, missing the 
fundamental fact that there is really 
no question of forgetfulness. It is 
not, he avers, whether these things 
shall be remembered 
but whether they shall be 
bared only by the innocent and for­
gotten only by the guilty. And it 
is not so much a question of répara- 
tion or no reparation, but of impos­
ing the labor of it on those who 
Binned or on those who suffered. In 
this light who that has not gambled 
away his entire sense of justice but 
must stipulate for the payment of 
the debt by the debtor I

services ; they the Orient, now and in the future, the 
tremendous rate of Increase oCher 
population Is significant. Until a 
tew years ago the rate of Increase
was about 600,000, but last year's 
increase is put at 800.000. 
ing to official figures just published 
the total population on December 81, 
1917, was 67,998.878, exclusive of 
Korea, Formosa and Karafuto. 
These figures are eloquent not only 
of Japan's serious future food prob 
lero, but of her increasing dominance 
in the Pacific. Such percentage of 
Increase If maintained, will in fifty 
years create a new set of problems 
not only for Japan herself, but for 
the world at large. The islands 
which comprise the Empire of Japan 
are already over populated : the 
surplus must find a home elsewhere.

, . . were __
advisers of every lord lieutenant, and 
the practical governors of the 
try. The result was what might 
have been expected. Ireland was 
the worst governed country in 
Europe. . . . England did her 
best to annihilate Irish 
and to ruin
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Accord-commerce 
Irish agriculture. 

Statutes passed by the jealousy of 
English landowners forbade the 
export of Irish cattle or sheep to 
English ports. The export of wool 
was forbidden lest it might interfere 
with the profits of English wool 
growers. Poverty was thus ^added 
to the curse of misgovernment, and 
poverty deepened with the rapid 
growth of the native population, till 
famine turned the country int 
hell.
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Read in the foregoing artiole what 
he emphatically declares to be the 
principles vindicated by the War. 
Their application to Ireland is 
clamant and inescapable. The Eng 
lish speaking world has been drawn 
together as never before by the War. 
It is vitally in the interest of both 
the British Empire and the United 
States that such good relations 
should continue, should deepen into 
perfect understanding and 
nent sympathetic cooperation. Noth 
ing in the world would 
fully contribute to that end 
free and contented Ireland ; nothing 
will to surely wreck all such hope as 
failure on the part of England to 
remove that deep sense of Injustice 
and tyranny which rankles in the 
hearts of millions of the Irish race, 
and is shared by other English speak- 
ing millions not of Irish origin. 
The nations of the British Empire 
and the United States have th 
political institutions and ideals, the 
same civilization, and above all the 
same laugusge and literature which 
makes

of the Sinn Fein victory at the never 
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" At last the smouldering dieoon- 
tent and disaffection burst into a 
flame. Ireland was in fact driven 
into rebellion by the lawless cruelty 
of tho Orange yeomanry and the 
English troops. In 179(1 and 1797 
soldiers and yeomanry marched 
the country torturing and scourging 
the ‘croppies’ as the Irish insurgents 
were called in derision of their short 
hair, robbing, ravishing and murder­
ing. Their outrages were sanctioned 
by a Bill of Indemnity passed bv the 
Irish 1'arliament, aud protected for 
the future by an losun action Act, 
and a suspension of the Htbeas 
Corpus."
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PRESIDENT POINCARE OUTLINES 
SCOPETHE DAIL EIRE ANN 

According to the press agencies a 
very funoy comedy is being staged 
In Dublin just now. The tone of the 
despatches make almost visible the 
shrug of the shoulders of those who 
control the sources of information ; 
but it is rather an elaborate Anglo- 
Saxon imitation of a perfectly 
natural Latin gesture. The Sinn 
Fein Parliament is too absurd, too 
grotesque don't you know ; it 
couldn't happen anywhere but in 
Ireland. This labored shrug intend­
ed to show "amused tolerance" of 
these funny Irish is really a bit 
amusing in itself ; and when it is 
reinforced by dark threats of blood­
shed and stern repression one begins 
to suspect that the “comedy" ie not 
furnishing undiluted amusement to 
a superior order of beings.

Still the press despatches are 
ducing the desired effect on this side 
of the ocean. This is how they have 
impressed The Globe :

" THE NEW IRISH FIASCO ”
“The Irish situation retains its 

element of paradox through all ite 
shifting phases. Rebels meet in 
Dublin througu the forbearance of 
a British military regime, and de­
mand that British troops evacuate 
Ireland. They call themselves a 
Parliament, and claim the right to 
legislate for the whole country. 
They fly a non British flag, renounce 
the use of the English tongue, de­
clare Ireland to be an independent 
Republic, and deny the jurisdiction 
of the Imperial Parliament. They 
will appoint delegates who will 
appeal for admission to the Congress 
of Paris, or for a hearing os the 
representatives of a sovereign State. 
The finishing touch of irony would 
be the selection for this mission of 
men who played Germany's game by 
participating in the Sinn Fein re­
bellion ol 1916."

It may be paradoxical and ironical, 
but it ie not altogether unprecedent- 

Five years ago rebels met in 
Belfast and through the forbearance 
or connivance of the military author­
ities, having imported arms from 
Germany, having openly in the press, 
both religious and secular, and from 
platform and pulpit, proclaimed their 
Intention of invoking the promised 
protection of the Protestant Kaiser, 
set up a Provisional Government and 
claimed the right to legislate for all 
Ulster of which they were a minority. 
These rebels against the King, the 
Parliament and the people did not 
aeem at all funny to those who have 
recently developed so keen a sense of 
humor. They represented the mighty 
foroe of consistency and fidelity to 
convictions, traditions and ideals.

John Richard Green, Protestant 
Professor in the English University 
of Oxford, in his “History of the Eng­
lish People," gives this noble Ulster 
sentiment its historic setting :

“The history of Ireland, from its 
conquest by William the Third up to 
this time [the Union], is one which 
no Englishman can recall without 
shame. Since the surrender of 
Limerick every Catholic Irishman, 
and there were five Catholics to 
every Protestant, had been treated as 
a stranger and a foreigner in his own 
oonntry. The House of Lords, the 
House of Commons, the right of 
voting for representatives in Par­
liament, the magistracy, all corporate 
offices in towns, all ranks in the 
army, the bench, the bar, the whole 
administration of government or jus­
tice, were closed against Catholics. 
Few Catholic landowners bad been 
left by the sweeping confiscations 
which had followed the frequent 
revolts of the island, and oppressive 
laws forced even these few, with 
ecant exceptions, to profess Protest­
antism. , . . The administra 
tion and justice of the oountry were 
thus kept rigidly in the hand of 
members of the Established Church, 
a body which comprised about à 
twelfth of the population of the 
island. . . . Irish politics were 
for these men a mere means of 
publio plunder ; they were glutted

INTERNATIONAL LABOR LEGISLATION
Just at 8 o'clock a ruffle of drums 

and blare of trumpets announced the 
approach of M. Poincare. The 
French president was escorted by the 
group of premiere to the head of the 
table, while a hush fell upon the 
assemblage as the moment arrived 
for the openiog of the congress.

It was exactly three minutes past 
8 o clock when M. Poincare began 
his address and the peace congress 
came into being. The entire assem- 
T?°„B?ood 69 the president spoke.

M. Pomcare epoke in an earnest, 
easy manner, without declamatory 
effect and following usage there was 
no applaueeorioteiruption. M. Poin­
care spoke in French, and when he 
had concluded an interpreter read 
the principal discourse in French.

In opening the conference Presi­
dent Poincare said :

“Gentlemen: France greets and 
thanks you for having chosen as the 
seat of your labors the city which for 
more than four years the enemy has 
made bis principal military objective 
and which the valor of the allied 
armies has victoriously defended 
against unceasingly renewed offen­
sives.

Permit me to see in your decision 
the homage of all the nations 
you represent toward a country 
which more than any other has en­
dured the sufferings of war, of which 
entire provinces have been trans­
formed into a vast battlefield and 
have been systematically laid 
by the invader, and which has 
the human tribute in d.atb.

France bas borne these enormous 
sacrifices, although she has not the 
slightest responsibility fir the fright­
ful catastrophe which has over­
whelmed the universe. And at the 
moment when the cycle of horror Is 
ending all the powers whoso dele­
gates are assembled here may acquit 
tbemslevee ol any share in the crime 
whiou has resulted in so unpreceden­
ted a disaster. What g ves you the 
authority to establish a peace of 
justice is the fact that none of the 
peoples of whom you are the dele­
gates has had any part in the injue- 
tioe. Humanity can place confidence 
in you because you are not among 
those who bave outraged the rights 
of humanity.

“ There is no need of further in­
formation or. for special inquiries 

any respon- lnt0 the origin of the drama which 
sibility for the fighting. It is to ask . JU9t 8hllkbn the world. The 
how many Germans had any delicacy 1“ Mood’ 89 already
about winning 7 No German would Th?ftJïïïtSfd'‘XtoteToTZ 
have favored the War if they hod trap is today clearly proved, 
known that Germany would lose the ! 1° the hope of conquering first
War in the fourth year. The cues- Î?6 ke8bmoEy of Europe and next 
tiun is, how many Germans wouid empUeT^Vnd togTh« byVS 
have repudiated the War if Germany plot, found the most ab-imioal of 
had won the War in the first week ? pretexts for trying to oruahSerbia and 
If the sweep upon Paris had been jlorce îbeir way to the East. At the 
successful, if the British enlistment ' ^i”6 tlm® they disowned the most had come too late, if TauVe" 

had really disarmed Russia in the heart of France, 
first few days of battle—in short, if ‘ Theee are the two unforgettable 
Bernhardi'e big plan had worked, aud “"«’hm 0pe°ed th,e "a7 to ng-
.eft Germany mistress of the world, Ta^aZn^M
how many Germans would have were exerted against that man-made 
reproached their rulers with their arrogance.
own triumph ? Possibly one ; con- , 8,fe' !on8 vicissitudes, those
ceivab'y two; almost certainly not havVp^sted by "the^swor/Ib^ 
three. The vic.onous Prussian have only themselves to blame. They 
Government would have been popular have been destroyed by their 
if ever a government was popular.” bI;°dneEe.
Therein lies the gist of the world’s fu W?u 'b °10uld b® moro significant
verdict. ‘ban the shameful bargains they at­

tempted to offer to Greai Britain and 
France at the end of July, 1914, when 

may be the food prob- ^rea* Britain they suggested : 
lom in Europe and America it is a A ]ow ua fco ftfctaok F*anoe on land

fguZPrOTheeme:O0rttUe Tl ““
future. The shortage of the food baseador to say to France: ‘We will 
supply there has already caused a only accept a declaration of nuetrol 
phenomenal rise in price of rice, and ity on your Part ^7on surrender to 
while it is true that the production “""a uVr' r TTT' ' 
of this staple has been increased genUe'Zm thatTî toeToZhSs 
year by year, the increase has not ï°'i will have to iraw from the 
kept pace with the growth of popu- wi,V take shaPe- 
lotion. Moreover, the yield of rice tour nations entered the 
is at the mercy of the elements, and 
in a country subject to frequent 
typhoons at the most oritioal period 
of the crop, the precarious nature of 
the agricultural industry may be 
imagined.

Sinn Fein is no longer 
or a policy whose 
compared with 
ism are

a theory 
merits as 

Constitutional
Goaded into rebellion the excuse

was provided and the way paved for 
the Union of the two Kingdoms, eight- 
teen years after the British Parlia­
ment passed the Renunciation Act 
which solemnly enacted :

That the right claimed by the 
people of Ireland to be bound only 
by the laws enacted by Hie Majesty 
and the Parliament of that Kingdom, 
is hereby declared to be established, 
and ascertained forever and shall at 
no time hereafter be questioned or 
questionable."

So the whole modern phase of the 
Irish question started from the “scrap- 
of paper" code of international 
ethics.

purpose
matter of opin­

ion ; it ie the deliberate expression 
of Ireland's will. The loregoing 
quotations show that it is already 
producing results.

On the whole we think it is a little 
prenature for the Globe to be 
amused or pathetic over “ the new 
Irish fiasco and not a little in­
decent for an Irishman abroad in a 
state ol alarmed neutrality to black­
guard men who have the entire 
lidence of the Irish at home. The 
Sinn Fein members ol Parliament 
®njoy that confidence because they 
are willing to suffer obloquy, im­
prisonment or death to serve Ireland. 
In the present stste of ill tempered 
and misinformed feeling towards 
Sinn Fein in Canada it may require 
some moral courage to say it aloud, 
but we believe that self respecting 
readers of the Catholic Record who 
love Ireland as the land ol their 
fathers will thank us for saying in 
their name to Dail Eircann : More 
power to you ; and may God have 
you in Hie holy keeping while 
battle in tbe way it seems to you 
best in the sacred cause of Irish 
liberty.

Chesterton, with that clarity of 
vision which is one of his chief 
characteristics, has put the whole 
problem in a succinct

e same
own

paragraph, 
whioh, slightly paraphrased, reads 
like this : Nobody is going to forget 
that Verdun is battered or Belgium 
laid waste. No peasant returning to 
his village fails to notice that it 
happens to be a heap of stones. No 
peasant knocks at the front door 
that isn’t there, or tries to sit on 
an invisible chair at an invisible 
table.

mutual
understanding so natural, so easy 
that it can be prevented only by just 
suoh great positive barrier as the 
unsettled Ir.sh question.

And if the statesmanship of the 
English - speaking nations

up to the duty of removing 
that obstacle to union amongst them 
selves what folly to hope for 

success of that

and sympathetic

•\
con-

cannot
No man, no group of men, chose 

these to be the issues of the struggle. 
They are the issues of it ; and they 
must be settled—by no arrangement 
or compromise or adjustment of 
interests, but definitely and 
for all and

measure
1 he most absent - minded 

scholar does not look for a book in 
the library of Louvain. The 
innocent inland ruitio does not book 
a passage on the Lusitania. People 
are not going to forget to rebuild 
their houses, or re-till their fields 
in France or Flanders. Tie

During the nineteenth century 
gradually and grudgingly the grip of 
Protestant Ascendancy has been 
relaxed. Hie Irish people won Cath­
olic Emancipation and the diaestab 
lishment ol the Irish Church ; in

day victory crowned their mag­
nificent fight against an iniquitous This is what we mean when we 
land system ; and finally after the epea^ °! 8 Permanent peace, if we 
........ r,
history loyally conducted within the hensiou of the matter we deal with, 
limits of Constitutional action they 
won Home Rule.

the mostgreater 
of the League which

pro
union
will embrace nations of divergent 
views on all vital interests, of differ­
ent political ideals, of conflicting 
interests and ambitions, all empba 
sized by the impossibility of full 
mutual understanding because of 
the old curse of the confusion of 
tongues. Language and literature, 
and the intercourse and interchange 
of ideas which these make possible— 
indeed inevitable — are the most 
powerful unifying influences 
ceivable in the present stage of 
civilization.

once
with a full and unequivo­

cal acceptance of the principle that 
the interest of the weakest is as 
Bacred as the interest of the strong­
est.

our
own qqas

tion about reparation is therefore 
perfectly simple, 
pay to rebuild the house that 
burnt, and to restore the destroyed 
seal of learning and the sacred fane, 
and if tills burden is not placed upon 
the guilty it will fall 
innocent.

thatSomebody will
was

lu the stress of the struggle, 
, in the dark days

stsl- js. ... 
rF

suited the I S T TT in- of the issues of the War. The Irish 
I U « T» “?* °nly 01 Parliament in Dublin needs no fur- 

brutaRv Mal T a" "T' ther j“8tilioation for its existence
right to thwart to mTr T than ie Prided ™ President Wilson's 
right to thwart the will of the people, clear-cut definition of toe principles
aided T h (Th u - ,or which the civii.zed world fought
dnm A T l T i,,nter »nd won toe War. The Irish 1'arfia- 
andalortfl dhtotm jUStiüed ment 6ittic6 in Dublin is a concrete

Over eighty Coercion Acts stain the en • . .u .,onn i . D ... , , accept or reject the fundamentalrecord of Bntieh rule in IrplonH . . . ,„ t. „ . . e *' principles et democracy as applied
since the Union ; but now in to Ireland,
righteous indignation tbe party of 
law and order, the party of power and 
privilege, proclaims that "Ulster must 
not be coerced." Army officers open­
ly mutinied at toe suggestion of en­
forcing respect for the law in Ulster.

Mr. F. E. Smith (now Sir Frederick 
Smith) in the British House of Com­
mons in May, 1914, made this solemn 
declaration :

you
when the waste

paid
upon the 

In other words, if the 
punishment is not meted out to the 
incendiary, it will fall upon the 
despoiled householder, 
be any two rational opinions as to 
where the verdict should lie ?

America Vcon-
Bufc speaking of farces, fun and 

fiascos we thought that while the air 
was still thick with the apotheosis of 
democracy and the execration of 
autocracy the despatch which in­
formed us that Lord French was the 
absolute autocrat of all Ireland, that 
every safeguard of British or demo­
cratic freedom was removed, 
little bit on that line.

Apparently there are those who 
think the derisive laughter 
sioned by this recrudescence of auto­
cracy so soon after the world had 
beau made safe for democracy 
ill-timed ; according to 
should have been reserved until the 
accredited representatives of the

There can be no manner of doubt 
| that far and away beyond toe petty 
considerations of party politics Presi­
dent Wilson feels the stupendous 
responsibilities that are his in this As T0 Germany's responsibility for 
orisis of the history of civilization. the w»r toe ultimate finding of the 
And there can be just aa little doubt Peace Conference has been pretty 
that he regards Ireland as toe most well anticipated by the world at

large. With no

Can there

momentous of international 
rions which must be settled and 
settled right if the great mission to 
which he has dedicated himself with 
such siugloneus of purpose and high 
resolve is not to be doomed to ulti­
mate failure.

purpose of unduly 
| forestalling the action of that august 
assembly, the cogitations of the aver- 
age man may ba epitomized in a few 
Cheetertoi ian sentences. “There is 
a very simple question to ask," says 
the Fleet Street oracle, “about how 
far moat Germans had

ques-

occa-
ed.

was zthem it

Irishmen neither at home 
abioad need fear the most searching 
scrutiny ol Ireland's part in the War. 
When it comes to rebellions we must 
begin at the beginnir g. Likewise 
with gun-running and pro-German­
ism.

nor
Irish people dared to meet in the 
capital of their country and to speak

CANADA A NATION
Canadians of all shades of politics 

will rejoice that our representatives 
at the Peace Conference have already 
accomplished much more than many 
had dared to hope for. They have 
secured for Canada the status ol a 
small nation. The situation was not 
without its peculiar difficulties. The 
Dominions are part and parcel of the 
Empire which takes its place 
whole amongst the great powers, and 
the Dominions

in her name.

THE PRESIDENT'S SILENCE
As everybody knows President 

Wilson was invited to visit Belfast 
and he replied that his time would be 
too fully occupied while in England 
to permit his doing so. Dublin also 
invited him and received no reply. 
Some people

The bloody and lawless butcher 
ies of Bachelor's Walk, in violent 
contrast with too treatment accorded 
Ulster under precisely similar cir­
cumstances, did not prevent Ireland's 
magnificent response to the call to 

The milignant ineptitudes 
and stupidities, the coarse and brutal 
malevolence that turned enthusiastic 
co operation into embittered and 
sullen indifference can not be laid 
at the door of the Dail Eireann or 
of toe Irish people whom it 
Gents.

But England will never consent to 
the establishment of an Irish Repub­
lic?

\
Whatever the consequences—civil 

any other cataclysm that may 
dismember the whole Empire—the 
Unionist party will support Ulster, 
whatever the consequences may be.”

war or
as a

iwere dit appointed, 
others inordinately pleased; neither 
Hading explanation for the Pres­
ident's silence oiler than hie desire 
to show that the Irish question 
a matter of no concern to him.
Headlines like “President Wilson 
snubs Irish Nationalists" indicate a 
similar interpretation.

Now we cannot for a moment be­
lieve that this is even remotely prob­
able. Such discourtesy would ba 
boorish; and the President is a 
scholar and a gentleman It he were 
not deeply concerned in toe settle­
ment of the Irish question he would 
certainly have sent a courteons reply 
declining the invitation. That would 
commit him to nothing. That he 
did not do so, we believe, is the most 
hopeful and significant thing that 
has occurred in this connection.

Assume that he regards Ireland as 
the most momentous of international 
questions, one with whioh the fate 
of hie cherished project of a League 
of Nations is intimately bound 
Assume that he had not vet 
ceeded in convincing toe British 
Government of toe transcendent 
importance cf conciliating Ireland, or 
that a stage had been reached that 
made any pronouncement by the “Dau8*‘ter am 1 in my Mother's 
President inopportune ; at the risk But MiZ. in m, own."

are represented on 
the British panel. To give them in 
addition tbe same recognition aa the 
smaller sovereign states teemed un­
reasonable ; but the status of toe 
Dominions in the Empire is 
duplicated in any other part of the 
world ; nor was there ever in history 
a precedent for the dual status of the 
self - governing Dominions, 
reoogni ion now secured for them 
at tbe Peace Congress is as 
important aa it is gratifying ; but 
it is traneoendently important 
involving a liko recognition in the 
League of Nations.

Now we submit that nothing the 
Sinn Fein Parliament has done, or 
may do can be more "paradoxical,” 
more “amusing," more “ironical or 
more “insane," than the policy of toe 
Unionist party as voiced in the British 
Parliament by F. E. Smith. Still, 
men who are so intensely “Unionist" 
that they would dismember the 
Empire in order

was

not
repre­

own
Theto keep it 

united must have a keen sense of 
humor, and perhaps they see comedy 
where the dull-witted Irish are blind 
to it. Wttat the Irish did see clearly 
was that the Constitutionalism which 

so futile a course was utterly die - 
credited. That is the logic ol Sinn 
Fein.

Shall tbe military power of Eng­
land be suffered to determine the 
fortunes of the Irish people 
whom it has no right to rule except 
the right ol force ? If the Irish desire 
complete separation from England 
where lies the blame ? At the door 
of Sinn Fein of oourse the tolerant 
humorists would answer ; but serious 
people follow the train of 
ences
Carsonism and Ascendancy. If a 
sensible compromise be reached both 
parties of extremists must make con- 
oeesions. The Sinn Fein Parliament 
emphasizes the fact that “the in 
tercet of the weakest is as sacred as 
the interest of the strongest" ; and 
that “the right of force" does not 
override Ireland's right to enter into 
a free and equal and honorable part­
nership with England—or stay out.

Serious asover

ran Whatever may be the ultimate 
political destiny of Canada, onr self 
government in the present and imme­
diate future to be real and effective 
demanded the recognition by Great 
Britain and the Allied Nations of the 
principle of “equal nationhood."

And this formal recognition is quite 
as important on the part of Great 
Britain as on the part of foreign 
nations.

Henceforth in international as well 
as in national affairs affecting Can­
ada we can say with a deeper eignifi- 
oanee than ever before :

\That is the reason for the 
utter rout of the Constitutional party.

We are sorry ; but we know and toe 
world knows that it is nauseating 
hypocrisy to put the blame on Sinn 
Fein.

cones qu- 
back to the Unionist policy of war,

. ,, . war suc­cessfully, but came one and all to tbe 
help of threatened right. Like Ger­
many, Great Britain had guaranteed 
toe independence of Belgium. Ger­
many sought to crush Belgium, Great 
Britain aud France both swore to save

But what right have the Sinn Fein 
members to meet as a Parliament in 
Dublin ? What is toe use ?

Their right they derive from the 
People of Ireland. They 
elected representatives of three- 
fourths of the Irish people. They 
are not all in Dublin ; many of them 
are in English prisons, uncharged,

op.

sue
are the

Thus, from the very beginning of 
hostilities, there came into conflict 

In this connection, and in conneo- the two idea9> wh>cb for 50 months 
tion also with the grave problems wnrid-th^ide. T domin.ion ot the arising out of Japan's place in the | which accepts neithe'TcontiolTor

ft/ :
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