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THE GLAD TIDINGS. l[:'llm(“a. Its g sung ,‘ ' g LR Kk
The peace and joy of Christmas roll poets and attested to by all on which | ",',,,L:f"f S “,”;”"f”“hl.“ |
over the world, subduing its selfishness, HADR 8N A0OTe But man was of no i l n, One re ligi .. 7] ._ l‘.-l:\ ::nvu"‘;,::,
and attuning it to the angelic hymn that Vf"”' save to advance the interests of | neces impl t falsehood is as | |
bathed the sleeping town of long ago | L\ b9, M4 PRSI A but a play ‘ (f, ! rent religions,
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the good tidings of great joy. They | I.‘l‘ B of lite, And P Bable _”' Beth- | o Ul,'l e or b2 SOUe
were men of simple minds, and knowing | behe _L"“ A that sodden and decaying | 1/ "‘ : e y
nothing of the world, to whose habits | h!““ nity into His aros and set it up | for : yam :
and thoughts they were utter strangers. ‘ “ “"‘,' (‘sz’n d and enlightoned on its way | jon is as good as a tr
And ag they keep \|_1,1(h“v\‘.;..lrlmn“Lljd'”:,y_‘ Ho taught “L.:‘"'\" “0u i » "" ' A A
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at their feet, and down from heaven ‘(‘l" nity and responsibility of life. Tle | tly sane ir
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soends an angel in rapid flight, and the | structed the family, He gave t! f convie- |
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them and they fear with a great fear. | L“' i v)' "','(' ) B4 Wb Tophansnb | Sggsilel
Fear not : said the angel, for behold 1 | ‘(}‘ . :‘“\" ‘M” ty. [Ina word, He J‘H.. | reli For as !
bring you good tidings of great joy. | g I it 2 AP . . 4 to Christ |
After the long waiting the Christ had PERRUE WAL i ARSPIRORILOD TR | o I ; l ek = NE ;
v / - 7 f men with an imwpassioned love, has | 0 °
come to anvounce that the reign of | | o ftaclt ¢ g A Now, Christ . ’ s oY ‘,’l.’,!
death was over, and Love took the place s D emb i v sh |
of Fear: to bid us walk bravely on : PEFAIIBILE . W '\ - & :“,‘ il 4 1o Uhe |
towards the lasting city and to give i B8 ““ ,\ g § S S “.’ "’ ’X lyll“ ‘
unto our Kkeeping the 4 f fa e x\‘ \' ; the or 1 v 8¢ ,f
wher we can avoid ‘ pitfa : ( I ( n
And in thi 1 1 1 tid ( MAST] q Y Ol _'
wea throw off the ) wnd me like PEACH] "‘. I 1€ iy "
children. \ re ) Y v 168
the records of disenchantment the M. 160 iis bem ind that He is | ca ] y | One
black marks that stain our book of life ur Master and Tea DS Ay A i el 1 can be but
whicn was erstwhile so pure and beau ”l‘ 1 earth as ™t | : s \'” 3 'm’l : . ‘:" |
teous, but we can forget our pride and | hlightensin oyery man | blishes one veligion |
gelf-setking, our hurts and non-success, | into this world : He was | all to accept that |
our smail thoughts and bitterness and | testimony to the truth . . . that by that ve "1‘3‘
g they may have life, e speaks as one religious systems l

¢ to be honest, to be |

resolve once more
kind, to earn a little and sperd a little

upon the

less, to make whole a family
happier for his presence to renounce
when that shall be necessary and not
be embittered, to
but these without capitulation.

all on the same grim conditions to keep |

few friends

|
|
‘
keep a |
Above |
friends with himself.” \
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THE IDEALS OF OUR YOI l'll,l

We are impelled to seek after the |
things we have lost, and mayhap some ‘
of us have reason so to The
ideals of our youth snd early manhood
— are they still before us ? Do they |
beckon us, or have we bartered them
for worldly waxims, for succe:s which
is but failure and which clogs the heart
and blinds us. Have we set out carry-
ing holy things, hope and love, joy and
fear, the realization of God's pres
ence and gratitude that we have life to
labor for eternity, and do we fiud our-
selves to day not only bereft of these
things but stumbling on under the bur-
den of disenchantment, of sin, of des-

seeK.

pnir.

NO HOPE BUT FROM A REDEE!
But hard inde ‘\d— mus’ be the hearts

in which Christmas bells awaken no
They may be a sum

responsive echo,
mons to us to go back to our Father :
they may carry a message of courage
to the dispirited, and to the des pairing
happiness and hope in all their golden
chords ; but to all because they an-
nounce the birthday of the Babe of |
Bethlehem they must Lome
meaning. And that meaning is clear
cut. That Babe Who comes adown the
centuries lined by the patriarchs who
chant His glories is our Teacher and
Master. Before His coming men sat in
darkness. Gradually the memory of
primitive tradition was obscured by
Humanity, however,

have

vice and error.
sought by every means to unlock the
gates of the invisible world and to win
back the God whom it had lost.
Men seek him in nature and in their
hearts. They fashion objects in silver
and gold, hoping they may represent
Him. In temples high-uplifted ar d rich
with all the stateliness and grandeur at
the command of genius, they look for
some sign of His presence. But their
best and brightest chronicle all these as
failure to sate the hunger of the
heart for God. They discuss present
theories ; they ransack the literature
of the world, and with its wisdom sifted
and analyzed they still peer into the
darkness of doubt and ignorance and
declare there is no hope but from a
Redeemer.

THE STRONGEST INCENTIVE TO
VIRTUE.

And at the hour marked out by God
as the fullness of time He came in
poverty and humbleness. Simple men
heard the angelic song which heralded
His advent. But the world recked
little of the Babe nestling in the arms
of His mother. It would have laughed
scornfully if it had been told that He
was to refashion the earth. It had its

.‘/ ) A

* Christlanus mth! nemen est

having

aathority. lle speaks to-day |

through the which He com-

|
i
|
Chureh, |

mands us to hear, and in it and by it |

coutinues to bless, dispense mysicries

and to offer sacrifice. His doctrines, |

all of them, mnst be accepted without

roserve not only the Sermion on the
Mount, but all His words, with docility
and humility. For He is Emmanuel,
God with us, claiming the submission
and

realizes that the Word was made Flesh

of minds hearts. e, then, who
for him must, if he have within the in-
stincts of a Christian, kneel down by
the erib and become a little child. He
will ask that Divine Infant for light to
know his work and for strength to do
it—to live his truth in his life, to de
fend his faith by obedience and good
work and to understand that his is the
glory acd privilege of protecting that
taith.,

e ————————

A SUGGESTION.

We remember how the poor carpenter
of Nazareth and the Virgin Mary were
denied hospitality at the inn. There
was no them. They who
crowd their hearts with lust and hate
and shams reecho the ery of the inn-

Then again we
brotherhood, and

room for

keepers of Bethlehem.
prate about human

hard by our doors are our hrethren and
the Lord's and we suffer them to want
and to suffer. The
ments, they of the hard and grey lives,
the boys who are ill f ad, and who can
be made joyful with a trifle—these are
The sick, the mechanic

dwellers in tene-

our brethren.
out of work, the little ones who need
boots and clothes —these are our breth-
ren. Instead of giving usaless presents
to our friends, why not transmate that
money into deeds of love which shall
accompany us to the tribunal of God,
and to know that we have helped one
person to happiness and have lifted one
childish heart into the light will make
Christmas music all the sweeter, and
moreover ** Whatsoever you have done
to the least of My brethren you have
done it unto Me."
Or as Father Tabb says:
A little Boy of heavenly birth,
But far from home to day,
Comes down to find His ball the ear h
That 8in has CAs aWAY.

O comrades, | 13 one and all
Join in to get Him back His ball.

pitadd
In Catholie countries it is roughly ac-
curate to class all non-Catholies 10
gother as ‘‘enemies of the Chureh ;" for
there no man who is in sympathy with
religion, however he be harassed with
doubt or loss to faith, will abandon the
outward profession of (Catholicism, th_( re
beinz no other religions comwunion,
gocially or intellectually respectable, in
which he may enjoy more liberty ot
opinion. Toleave the Church is the act
of those only who are against her, and
not of those who are merely quiescent
or indifferent. But here (in a non-
Catholic country) it is otherwise, and
only a small minority of those outs do
the Church can be called its ‘‘enemies
in any proper sense. Their dislik‘o,
when it exists, is usually due to mis~
understanding, and is nearly always
moral or even Christian in its basis—
resting on some principle of the Gospel
or of the moral law which they suppose
to be violated by our religion. To
deal with such, as with ‘‘enemies’’ of
the Church, isa violation of policy, no
less than of charity and good taste.—

Cathollcus vero Cognomen "

Tathel

~( Christlan

as inventions of the devil, it
Paul puts it, to seduce
of the innoceunt.

Now, that
obligation all, ¢
demonstrited irom toe v
which He
Cauarehn.
take the passage that contains
mission which He gave His
preach the Gospel to vations.
These are His words: *‘ All power is
yiven to me in Heaven and on earth.

snded, as |
the hearts |

|
did put such an |
easily be
1s textis in |
0e to His |
for clearness’ sake we will }
the com- |
|

nostles to
postles t

Christ

upon

makes

As the Father seut Me, so I also send
you. Going, therefore, teach ye all |
pations : bayptizing them in the name of |

the Father, and of the Son, nd of the [
Holy Ghost. Teaching them to observe
al! things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and behold I am with you alldays
even to the consummation of the world.”
in these words Christ puts upon His
Aposties a two fold obligation, First
to teach all nations ; not this nation or
that, but all, without exception. Oras
St. Mark words it: ** Preach the
gospel to every creature.” So thati
was evidently Ohrist's intention that
His religion should become the one
universal religion of the world, Men
might perhaps refuse to accept that
religion, but such a refusal would be
against His wish and will and intention.

Secondly, Christ commissioned His
Apostles, not only to teach all nations,
without exception, but to teach all the
same identical doctrines, ** Teaching
them,"’ He says, *‘ to observe all thing
whatsoever I have commanded you."”
He left nothing whatever to their own
choice and discretion, They were to
teach the whole Goscel to all nations ;
all things whatsoever He had command
ed to every creature.

And whilst He thus enjoined upon
His Apostles to teach all nations, and
to teach them all the same trutns, s
solemnly, and under the severest pen
alties, obliged every nation, and every
single individual, to accept and be
lieve the trushs thus announnced. For

fle adds immediately : ‘“He that be
lieveth and is baptized, shall be saved ;
but he that belicveth not shall be

condemned.” *‘He that heareth you,
heareth Me, ard he that despiseth you,
despiseth Me.”” As He left nothing to
the discretion of the Apostles in te
ing, but requirel that they should
teach all nations, and teach them the
whole Gospel, so neither did He leave
anything whatever to the choice of
those to whom the Gospel was
announced. All without exception
must believe, and believe all thaiis
preached to them ; for if they balieve
not, they shall be condemned, or as
the Protestant version has it, they
“shall be damned."’

Does that sound like religious in
differentism ? Can the Christ Who
announced with such terrible clear-
ness and emphasis, that all who be-
lieved not the whole Gospel, should
be damned —can that Christ, I say,
give utterance to phrases like these:
*One creed is as pleasing to God as
another 2’ **One religion is as good
as another?"’ ‘[t matters not what
a man believes, provided he is a good
man after his own fashion?' If he
can, he is not God, for he contra-
dicts himself ; and yet, as we have
geen in last Sunday's lecture, Christ
is true God of true God, He is Truth
itself, the eternal and unchanging
Truth.

Agair, lest any objection should be
made on the ground that the Apostles
were weak human beings, liable to
error and misapprehension, and thab
therefore those to whom they preached
might unwittingly be led into false
beliefs, He promised His own divine
help, and the assistance of the Holy
Spirit, so that the doctrines which
they announced should be as infallibly
true, as if they came directly from His
own mouth. ‘‘Behold I am with you

Father Tyrreli, S. J., in the *¢Faith of

own way of doing things, and that way
seemed justified by its success through

the Millions.”
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| desive for uni among  Ilis follower

that they may
) And to show that He
wded this unity not for His A postles
y, but for all wio 1 ht believe in
flim, He added: ** Not for
e Apostles) do I pray ; but for them
y who throngh their word shall be
lieve in me."”” And this unity among |
His follower which He desired so |
arnestly and prayed for so touchingly,
18 to be most perfect, so that “*all wh
»d in | 1ighs be one even as |
Heand the Fat are oue."”’ 1
wre, this perfect uni modeled upon |
he ineffable unity of the Father and |
he Son, should be so conspicuous that |
t might be unto all the world a prcof |
f His own divine mission; for He |
wdded :  “‘ [ pray that they all may be !
one, 8o that the world may believe that
Thou hast sent me."’

a Wi

AI80 are o

then only

I"arthe:r

For all this it is quite evident taat
the unity of faith, which Christ prayed
for and demanded in all His followers,
is most absolute. IHe knows nothing
of essentials and non essentials in relig
ion ; nothing of fur damentals and non-
fundamentals ; nothing of branch
theories, or any other theories, ex-
cogitated by modern innovators. His
final injunction is: *' Be ye one in
faith, as the Father anl I are one in
pature ; believe the whole Gospel, or
be condemned.’’

That this was really Christ’s mind
concerning the matter in hand, follows
also with unmistakable clearness from
the manner in which the Apostles
understool and carried ont their
commission to preach the Gospel to all
nations. Listen, for instance, to the
great Apostle of the Gentiles, whom
non- Catholies sometimes foolishly point
to as the fir [ beseech
you,’’ he says, in his Epist'le to the
Ephesians, o careful to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
One body and one spirit ; as you =re
called in one hope of your ecalling
One Lord, one faith one baptism. Oae
God and atbher ofall, who isabove all,
and throughall, and in us all.”" In the
same opistleihe declares that Chriss's |
purpose in appointing pastors in His |
Church was to ensure unity of faith and |
oneness of doetrine for he says :

*And he some apostles, and
some prophets, and other some evan
gelists, and other some pastors and
doetors, for the perfectivg of the
saints, for the work of the ministry for
the edifying of the body of Christ :
until we all meet into the univy of
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God Y that heunce
forth we be no more children tossed to
and carried about with every wind of
doctrine by the wickedness «f men, by
cunning craftiness by which they lie
in wait to deceive.”’

What the same Apostle thought of
those who ventured to reject certiin
doetrines, somewhat after the fashion
of our modern Indiff rentists, may be
gathered from his Epistle to Titus,
whom he directs how to deal with
heretics, that i3, with persons who
follow their own private judgment in
matters of religion. He writes: ** If
a man be a heretic, admonish him once
or twice, and then avoid the man. For
such a one is a reprobate and a sinner,
aud stands condemned out of his own
mouth.’”” The same course of action he
prescribes to the Christians to the
Christians at Rome. *‘ Now, I beseech
you, brethren, to mark them who make
dissensions and offences contrary to
the doctrine which you have learned,
and avoid them. For they that are
sach, serve not Christ our Lord, but
*¥ % % by pleasing speeches and good
words, seduce the hearth of the inno
cent.

Stronger still is h's erushing con-
demnation of discord in doctrine, and
of want of unity in faith, contained in
his Epistle to the Ga'atians, some of
whom were wavering in the faith which
he had preached to them. *I wonder,”
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NOT A SINGLE CATHOLIC

RESIDENT.
BUD FATHER SUTTON GOI E HAND
SOME HOUSE AT OPELIKA, ALA., K
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and Roman. When
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encouraging attitude
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evitable traveling sh
I'here is, we
much in use that

We would like to ute

were greoted by that

Southern A

snowy

** darkey,
locks,

a Cat'lik."”’
miseration
Sutton's countenance

he says, ‘' that you are so soon re-

all days, even to the consummation of
the worli.” ** The Paraclete, the

could not accuse the

who is,
standiog the inconveniences and hard-
missionary
doing such noble work among e non
Catholics of Alabama, was warmly re
The prospect was flattering.
Accompanied by a focal priest, Father
some of the
prominent people in town, and was wel- | parposes equally.
typical South-
Through their efforis
the auditorium of the Court House, a | to the
handsome and imposing modern edifl

The fact that the
were to be delivered there had much to
do with focusinz attention on the ad

toothless
wagging hirsute sppendage, which did
full justice to its claims for a lingering
existence, as the proud possessor, with
inimitable grace, feelingly informed his
black-robed viritors that he ‘' done bin

Surprise and then coms-
was depicted on
. Father Sutton
ole gem'man'’
moved from him that called you into ' of romancing, because he knew that

d and Tim

After a very successful lecture course
given in Greenville, Ala., Father Xavier
The
notwith

ka, Ala.

lectures

The auditorium has a seating ‘

capacity of 15,000, and is heated ;nm‘

lighted acecording to the most improved ‘ emply pews,
|
|
|

The enterprising owuers ol
I g
Daily News

attended

usand.

alian  vendor

tropical delights, was described as hav
ing tendencies and aspirations Cathclic

approached,

1 that he was

awnf Pres

en ; '’ nor did he dissemble his far from
of opposition.
Opelika, then, oeing a purely Protest-
ant centre, coald not be expected
jubilate over the aivent of a Catholiz
e, the morals of
the towa was seriously disturbed by a
ed temperance divine, with cars | ¢80 causa
and tent and steropticon, and the in Do we
circus, | €
believe, a eollcguialism
would fitly exemplify
by application the perversity of fate,
it, but we dare

ows and

tered the magnificent hall, where they
rarest specimen
of decaying feudal faith, the old-time
“Uncle" had

gums and

““

labors,

most

"y
frce of

lectures

There i3
y resident. O

e

Father

¢ e
Ot

was
n

vho,

thati
'y shout
If you don't four dues
1 are driven out of the chureh and
you are ) I can’t see the force of

nother gentleman
vwquaintance in the presence
f minister tha » had ** for

years, all his life in fact, attended a

ertain church and took an active
| affairs, but had learned

wore from o f K »r Sutton's lec-
than all the | ers he had

1 taught him, *‘History does
| not record what attemp jnstiflcation
referred to exploited, but
position to that, in
I1s of a bystander, he was seen
‘chasin’’ ¥ : t tails
a flyin' an’' no flies on his darby, either.'’
“So the world wags'’ and poor souls
grope in darkness, glaily welcoming
the faintest ray that would illumive the

ever hea

the minister
We are

state

the w

|
It
!

. 1na a corn

gloom  of unhappivess, Non=
Catholie divines, with many a trampet
flourish, rush into print, advancing
reasons why their churches are not
filled. Why should they be filled ?
What light of truth cin radiate from

error ? For true Christianity the popu-
lar questions of the day are unhappy
substitutes. They ecan be heard pre-
sented with greater freedom in the
lecture hall. Men will not go to
Church if the auditorium serve their
Ministers may rail,
and advance as causes what are in
really effects, but until they go back
first and only cause—namely,
[ the poverty of their systoms of belief,
and until they recognize the inztability
of their aathority—they will never
solve the problam >f desolate waste and

MINISTER AT A CATHOLIC DEATH BEDe

And this apropos of a recent
satiou between the

convers-
writer and a minls-

ter in tare neighborhood of Opelika,

the latter feature. Their devotion to | % ho was an attentive hstend when
the cause was commendable. Dasides | Father Subton pro red the authority of
geveral attractive notices and adver 1 the true Church to tcach Catholie
tisements, they considerately and |/8it1, and its cor iufluence on
kindly kept Father Sutton much in evi- E the heart and mind  ** Why have not
dence in theirlocal column, and in very | ¥ ' the reverend id, *‘the
progressive fashion deluged the town e authority a 10! priests ?
with handbills. ! n to bhava i I'or instance, I

That the lectures of a Catholie priest | S0M0 ne ago took up n myself the
in Opelika, however thrilling avd in 1 responsibility attending the death
spiring, were something in the « rder of lr bed of a Cat when a priest could
adventure might hava been premised. | I t bly be summouned. | felt that
T'he town is a busy part of t ade, pros [ could do as much for the dying as
perous and progressive, with a popula ost., Therefore, I read a selece

the Catholic Bible
vised lition, and
that was as Cat
be.”” The inevitable Bi

the

one from
conducted a
18 cculd
| Father
pstirated the

e
f | 8¢

Satton had already d
he | necessity of eonlession, as a medium of
forgiveness by the Bible—the revised
ri. | edition, too—and what onsolation in=

deed the Bible alone must ba to the soul
n its entrance to eternity! Thein-
stance narrated was advanced to illug-
o | trate the possession of aunthority.
What the grounds of that anthority
were the writer was no |w--1'u!,',ui to
hear or to investigate. Roma locuta
finita est—with apologies.
wouder they are empty pews
nfrontivg empty doctrine ?

his visit to Opelika Father

Duoring

Sutton boarded at the town hotel. His
associations were exclusively non-
Catholiec. The Holy Sacrifice was

not. offered in his room. Mass celebrated
© DONE BIN A CAT'LIK." in private rooms of residences is a coms

And then the inclement weather! | mon occurrence in missionary districts.
Braving this and other obstacles, Father 3utton engaged a responsible
Father Sutton and his clerical friend, | person to distribute Cuatholic litera-
¢ doomed to death, but fated not to|ture. Soveral hundred copies of
dio,”” at least without a struggle, en- |'' Clearing the Way,” written by

Fathor Satson, delivered ab so
many family homes and gratefally re-
ceived, T. E.

B Rt

were

a
Minister Convert.

FErglish exchanges report another ime
portant conversion. Raov, C. Thompe=
son, a member of a well-known North of
Ireland family, and formorly curate of
St. Andrew Auglican Church, Stockwell
Green, London, 8., W., has beon re-
coived into the Catholic Church at St,
Benedicv's Abtey, Fort Augustus, by
Dom Columba Kdmonds, O. 8. B,
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