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Obeerretlone by » Gifted editor 
Showing That the Task Is Not 

Quite so Easy as It la Gen
erally Supposed to be-

The following observations by the 
gifted Jesuit who edits the Bombay 
Satholic Examiner are calculated to 
cause a thinning of the ranks of that 
great army of persons who are firm
ly convinced that they are peculiarly 
Qualified for the successful manage
ment of a Catholic paper:

We have no intention of attempting 
the task of answering the query sug
gested as to the best way of running 
m Catholic paper. That is just 
vague as asking, "What is the beet 
way of conducting a military cam
paign ?" or "Whet is the best way 
of succeeding in business ?" It is 
easy to reply in generalities. Let 
your paper be well written, interest
ing, varied, up to date, and- the like 
—and there you must stop fill cer-i 
tain other preliminary matters have 
been settled. For instance, what are 
your aims in conducting the paper at 
all ? What lines do you intend to 
specialize in, and what lines do you 
intend to exclude ? To what class or 
classes of readers do you wish to 
appeal ? Thq various answers to 
these leading questions witi provide 
about twenty different types of Ca
tholic paper—the strictly local pa
per, the county paper, the general 
paj>er; politics included or excluded-, 
news the chief object or the second
ary objects; appealing to the educated 
few or the uneducated many, and so 
on. The more the paper specializes, 
the easier it is to say how it should 
be run. The wider the circle of inter
ests it tries to include, the more 
difficult to say how it should be 
run. When the general aim bas been 
determined upon, the contents can be 
fixed—so much of local news, so much 
of general news, so much religious 
matter, so much secular matter. 
Stories and comic cuttings, yes or 
no. Sermons, yes or no. Articles 
on current topics, or on standard to
pics of instruction. Controversial 
articles, many or few, systematically 
or incidentally inserted* correspond
ence columns a prominent feature or 
not. Reviews of books on a large or 
on a small scale. General politics 
only or party politics only, etc., etc.

1005.

The general impression seems to be 
that the religious press is a failure. 
And if it be asked why, the answer 
seems to be—not from any special de
ficiency in the way it is conducted, 
but from the nature of the case. * • 

Now, our conviction is that out of 
a thousand men who want and must 
have their paper, nearly all want a 
purely secular paper, and very few 
want a specifically religious paiper.

We must not quarrel with the facts 
of human nature taken ‘as it is; and 
these are the facta. People, however 
good, usually take their religion in 
doses, like medicine, and are easily 
satisfied with a small quantity. They 
are not specially interested in par
ochial affairs; they are not particu
larly keen on knowing the state of 
Catholic affairs elsewhere. They are 
not deeply interested in ecclesiastical 
«questions, just as they are not deep
ly interested in science or literature 
or history or other subjects appeal
ing to the cultured mind. They like 
anything which comes fresh in the 
way of passing events—news or war, 
or railway accidents, or earthqp&kee, 
or conflagrations, or dynamite out
rages, or murders or scandals, or 
anything that bespeaks sensational
ism in this work-a-day world. They 
like the conflict of pplitical opi
nions, and the clash of vparty, or the 
prospects of a reduction of taxes, or 
a debate on conscription., or what
ever else people talk about and ex
change views about without much 
study oi- exertion. In other words, 
the public generally patronizes the 
press as an' amusement andi not as a 
study; they read for entertainment, 
not for self-improvqment, still less 
for spirituality.

Now, it cannot be denied that the 
specifically religious press, if truo to 
Its professions, must aim at some
thing higher and at the same time 
less popular than this. It must be 
lacking in sensationalism, in novelty, 
In piquancy—unless it disguises its 
specifically religious character and 
tries to combine the attractiveness of 
the secular paper with the solidity of 
the religious paper. * * •

And then, on turning?-to the few 
who are disposed to patronize a relii 
giorjs paper at all, we find that a 
paper which will suit one section will 
not suit another. There are two- 
main types of pérêons to be found, 
who are variously called the "simple 
faithful" and the "educated Catho

or the "pious" and "intellect i- cal contributor feels
" types which indefinitely shade

ist apart. _ .
pious will think the Catholic paper 
too intellectual, while the inteltectua: 
will consider it too ploue; and what
ever adjustment» are mpxto to satisfy 
the one will produce dissatisfaction 
in the other. * * *

Taking a more philosophical view 
of the matter, th< success of a 1 a|»cr 
is reducable to the three ucUntific 
principles known as the struggle for 
existence, the survival of the fittest 
and adaptation to environment. Tne 
immediate object of the paper is to 
be read and paid for, by so many c-f 
the public ae will make it worth while 
to continue the work. The ideal thing 
is that the paper should pay its ex
penses. But this is not essential so 
long as there is some one willing to 
subsidize the enterprise. We have 
often noticed signs of obtuseness 
this point. Here we are spending 
hundreds of thousands of pounds on 
various forms of missionary and mi
nisterial work—supporting churches, 
and schools, and priests to teach ca
techism and to preach, and every
body thinks the money well spent. 
Yet when it comes to spending mo
ney in the printing and circulating 
of Catholic literature, the idea seems 
to be that it is money thrown away. 
A little reflection will show that re
ligion is promoted no less by writ
ten than by spoken words, and that 
for one outsider you can get to hear 
a Catholic sermon there are a thou
sand whom you could get to read a 
Catholic tract. Hence we consider 
that any money spent in judicious 
printing and circulating of Catholic 
literature, gratis or under cost price, 
is just as apostolically spent as mo
ney devoted to preaching or other 
forms of ministry. * * *

It is not, therefore, so much a 
question of making a paper pay as 
getting it read by enough people to 
male) the enterpriae worth while. But 
what is to determine the number of 
readers the paper will obtain. * * 
The only appeal is to the interest, 
spontaneously felt, in what the pa
per contains. If this interest is 
widespread, then the paper will sur
vive because it is fit to survive. And 
the reason why it is fit to survive 
is not merely because of its intrinsic 
excellence, but because being intrin
sically excellent, it is also suited to 
its environment. It touches a chord 
of interest in the minds of many, and 
wins its way because it is fqlt by 
experience to be a boon—felt by each 
individual to be worth reading and 
worth paying for. This is only an
other way of saying over again tliat 

paper must have a definite aim, 
and the aim must be such as will 
draw with it the sympathy and in
terest of a sufficient section of the 
public. When the aim is fixed, the 
only thing is for the staff to throw 
themselves thoroughly into its reali
zation. The public requirements may 
have been well or oadly gauged, and 
the result will be failure or success 
accordingly. But the aim being de
termined, the only thing is for an 
editor to row and steer his boat bv 
his own knowledge of the channel. It 
will do him no good to listen to half 
a score of divergent advisers shout
ing from the bank.

And bo it is perfectly *usolçss to 
invite people to give their opinions 
ae to the best way of running a Ca
tholic paper. If a paper ia edited by 
a man with an object and an aim in 
his work, such advice ia superfluous. 
If it is run by an editor who has no 
aime except a vague desire for po
pularity, it will be pernicious. It will 
only recall the story of the old man 
and the*’donkey—the poor editor toss
ing hither and thither in hds desper
ate endeavors to please each and all, 
and ending in taking the backbone 
out of his work and bringing his 
paper down to the condition of 
boiled rage for a paper which is the 
victim of every suggestion irrespon
sible people feel moved to make can 
end in nothing else. The ordinary 
reader of newspapers can, of course, 
easily say what his personal tastes 
would prefer, but he is utterly incom
petent to form an opinio^ worth 
listening to on the general question 
as t‘o how a paper should be run.

As a practical instance of the im
possibility of follo*ipg the opinions 
of newspaper retirera taken singly, 
we may make a few remarks on the 
subject of local news. It seems pret
ty obvious that each locality will be 
interested in long and detailed ac
counts of the doings of its own dis
trict, and that this interest waevs in 
proportion ae the event recorded is 
more remote. • * * This being the 
case, an editor has to contemplate 
each piece of news communicated to 
him with a vision as wide as his cir
culation. He must cut down long 
contributions of merely local enter eat 
to a suitable proportion, or even 
omit them altogether In favor of 
matters fchich will appeal to a larg- 

circle. • • -• And yet each lo-
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he ia
off into each other, but still do <x- space as he seee fit to fill. He only

sees the thing from the local stand
point,and fails to sqe it from the 
general standpoint. Because the 
matter is interesting to him, he 
thinks it ought to.be published in a 
general paper at the same length as 
it should appear in a local paper. *

* * ,This is why we would wish 
that every newspaper reader should 
be compelled- to edit the paper him
self for a month or two. It would 
teach him how the editor's point of 
view must differ from his own.

The same remark applies to articles 
and the rest. Whatever article has 
been written-, there is sure to be 
some subscriber or other who thinks 
it ought not to have been written. 
But if something else had; been writ
ten instead, some other subscriber 
would think' just the same of that— 
and- so "ad infinitum." No subject 
can give universal pleasure; and yet 
every article may please and benefit 
some or many. The individual read
er goes by his own personal tasCe, 
or by the "opinion of two or three» 
of his acquaintances. The editor, on 
the other hand,' hears opinions from 
all sides. The same post which 
brings a letter saying that a certain 
article is homid or objectionable 
brings another letter saying the same 
article was splendid. The critic who 
thinks that such and such a view is 
dangerous or offensive is counterbal
anced by another who thinks that 
the same view meets one of the most 
urgent needs of our times. The des
cription Which one correspondent 
calls a libel and a slander draws from 
another the rqmark, "I admire the 
justice and accuracy of your obser
vations." So the editor, if he has 
his eyes open, and i * in touch with 
his readers, i» the only roan to decide' 
the momentous question—how the 
paper ought to be run. He may be 
right or he may be wrong, and he 
will succeed or fail accordingly. Still 
he is the man on the mountain, while 
all his readers are in the plain. Hie 
is the wider horizon, and all he 
needs ie to use his eyes.

Mr. R. Lindsay Crawford, a very 
prominent leader of the Independent. 
Orange Order, addressed a large 
meeting on the evening of June 15, 
at Larne Town Hall, near Belfast, 
Ire., on "Irish Grievance® and Their 
Remedy."

Mr. Crawford said it might seem a 
strange thing to some in Lame to 
hear a Protestant and an Orangeman 
inveigh against the grievances which 
afflicted this country, and to some it 
would sound like political b*esy, 
but he stood there as the representa
tive of his unfortunate country to 
arraign at the bar of public opinion 
her rulers and leaders, and to claim 
an honest and divisive verdict on the 
issues placed before them (applause»). 
Political war cries and terms had 
been hackneyed into misrepresenté
tions and misnomers, and-Irish Pro
testants had timorously renounced 
their birthright of citizenship and 
permitted themselves to be{ jockeyed 
out of their National heritage (ap
plause). He wished to lead Irish Pro
testants back to the National high
way from which they had strayed, 
and to make them recognize that 
their true destiny was to mould and 
influence public thought on Irish qjuesi 
tions and lead in the van of their 
country's emancipation. Irish Pro
testants could not forever remain in
different spectators of Ireland’s Cal
vary, where a nation was being sa
crificed to placate the insatiable lust 
of the high priests and elders of a 
spurious agitation. Ireland was 
moving with ever increasing velocity 
along the broad road of destruction, 
and northing but the combined Chris
tian and' moral effort of all her setas 
could avert the irretrievable ruin- and 
disaster that lay iuunqdiately ahead 
(applause). As intelligent men, 
whose interests centered in Ireland, 
they could not afford to treat with 
indifference the "warnings of thinking 
men, who found that Ireland’s trou
bles arose from two main causes—(1> 
the inability of English parties to 
understand the complex Irish prob
lem; and (2-) a false conception of the 
National life amongst Irishmen of all 
creeds and classes (applause). The 
Act of Union was carried with bri
bery and corruption unparalleled in 
the records of any other nation, and 
it was no exaggeration to say that 
by the saune despicable methods had 
the Act of Union been maintained for 
more than a century. One of the 
causes of Ireland’s decay and the fail
ure of English star Gsnieu to diagnose 
her disease and apply the remedy was/ 
the return to the British Parliament 
by the votes of Irish Protestants of
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tens, who subordinated their country 
and her legitimate needs to their own 
selfish ends (applause). He appealed 

Protestants to do their dUty to 
their country, and if they did so
their Catholic fellow-countrymen
would rise up and call them blessed. 
The only policy which the combined 
intelligence of the Ulster party had 
evolved was coercion. G overran entity 
Coercion Acts in the 20th century 
was the most damning evidence 
the failure of the Act of Union 
administered by succcBSivo English 
parties.

THE POPE AND ITALY.

INVENTOR’S WORK.
The following Canadian patents 

have been recently secured through 
the agency of Messrs. Marion & Ma
rion, Patgnt Attorneys, Montreal 
Canada, and Washington1, D.C.

Information relating to- any of the 
patents cited will be supplied free of 
charge, by applying to the above- 
named firm.
Nos.
92,706—Joseph Charles Roy, Ft. St.

Charles, Que. Spoke extractor. 
93,892—Emile Guillaume, Paris, 

France. Process and apparatus 
for distilling and rectifying alco
holic liquids.

98,916—Louis Cote, St. Hyacinthe, 
Qufc. Proportional divider. 

98,965—Patrick J. O’Brien. Mobile, 
Nfld. Non-rtjfiliable bottle. 

93,976—-Théophile Taillefer, Montreal. 
Que. Butter cutting and mteeaur- 

- ing device.
93,984—Napoleon LOui» N. Boauche- 

min, Montreal, Que. Naillcss 
horseshoe.

94,028—James P, McBwing, Drayton.
Ont. Traction whrri.

94,087—Joseph S. N. Ouindon, Mon
treal, Que. Fire alarm apparatus.

We are not always on the bright 
side of life, but we really need the

An Encyclical Letter addressed by 
the Pope to the Italian Bishops, and 
dealing with the action of Catholics 
who are Christian Democrats and of 
the clergy, has been published. His 
Holiness encourages the institution 
of popular associations, around which 
all other associations of an economic 
character should rally. Catholics arc 
called upon to take a share in public 
and political life so as to benefit 
thereby Christian civilization and 
promote the material well being oi 
the people. The Pope goes on to. say 
that the Church has a-lways demon
strated its virtuq of adaptiveness ac
cording to time and to the needs of 
civil society, while upholding the in
tegrity of moral faith. Catholic» be
longing to economic associations and 
public administrations must always 
be subject to ecclesiastical authqrity, 
at the same time, however, enjoying 

1 (he fullest freedom regarding tempo
ral interests. The Pope, therefore, 
reproves those who do not follow1 
that doctrine. After urging the | 
clergy to hold aloof from party 
strife. His Holiness concludes by be
stowing his benediction upon tl 
Italian Bishops, clergy and people.

The Encyclical (adds Renter’s Agen
cy) is regarded as another step to
wards conciliation between 
and state. Up to the present 
tholics have been forbidden to 
part in elections.
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Hall the sorrows of 
reting pur- be averted If they could rroreea 

speech they know to be roe,css.
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C. O’BRIEN,
House, Sign ana Decorative Painter

PLAIS AND D800RATIV1
PAPER-HAWSER.

Whitewaehinr and Tintinr. Orders promptly 
attend'd to Terms moderate.

Residence. 7» Atlmab Stbbkt. OtBee, 647 Dor
chester street.e*»t of Bieury street. Montreal.

■ell Téléphoné» 17p 206.

LAWRENCE RILEY,

Successor to John Riley. BsUblisbed in 1866. 
Plain end Ornamental Plastering. Repairs of 
all kinds promptly Attended to. Bstimstos fur
nished. Postal orders attended to.

11 PARIS STAEET, Priât St. Ctoriei.

OHORVB tHLLB.

I McSHtXNFS BELLS1 «wssrssres!lMnnnummT.hNiMniM.,B,i>A

HENËËLT BELL GOIfADI
TBOY,N.l..an* 

miMiaaiT.M» faaaeu,.

■Milaclire Seperle, CHURCH BELLI

BOOFbrs, Bto,

ARE YOUR STOVE BRICKS IN 
BAD ORDER ?

DON’T WORRY!
“ Prnkrtf” Steve Uelei

WILL FIX IT.
1 lb. willrepal r............................... 26c
lb lb. will renew..............................40»

This ie the best Stove Oeroent in the 
market to-day, and is fully guaranteed.

6E0R6E W. REED A CO.
ROOFERS, Ac.

870 Oral* Street

SOCIETY ®IKECTOU,r

*T PATRICK'S SOCIETY—Egi, 
Ushed March 6th, 1856; incorpu*
ated 1868; revised 1840. Meet, in 
St. Patrick-. Hall, e2 st. A1 
der street, first Monday of 
month. Committee meets last Wed. 
neadny. Officer,: Rev. 1)lrKt<, 
Hev. M. Callaghan, F.P.; Preside*

CUrraD; lst Vlce-Presl- 
dent, W. P. Kearney; 2nd Vice, E. 
J. Quinn; Trenaurcr, w. DurecV 
Corresponding Secretary, w. j' 
Crowe; Recording Secretarv i p" 
Tansey. *

BT. PATRICK'S T. A. AND B. SO. 
CIETY Meets on the second Sun. 
da, of ever, month in St. Patrick-, 
Hall. 92 St. Alexander street, ,t 
8.80 p.m. Committee of Managw 
ment meet, in same hall on th» 
•rat Tuesday of every month, at 9 
p.m. Rev. Director. n,.v ,J„6 K„. 
lor an; President^ J. H. Kelly; Beo, | 
Bec., J. D’Arcy Kelly, 13 Vallee 
street-

BT. ANKT'S t. a. A B. SOCIETY, 
established 1868.-R«v. Director, 
Rev. Father McPhall; President, D, 
Gallery, M.P.; Sec., J. p. Quia., 
626 St, DdraInique street; treaxur. 
er, M. J. Ryan, 18 St. Augv.Ua 
■treat. Meet, on the eecond Sub. 
day of ever, month. In St. Ann’s 
Hall, corner Young and Ottawa 
«yete, at 8.80 p.m.

C.M.B.A. OF CANADA, Branch 26 
—Organized 18th November, 1883. 
Branch ; 26 meets at St. Patrick’. 
Hall, 92 St. Alexander street, 
every Monday of each month. The 
regular meetings for the transaction 
of business are held on the 2nd sad 
4th Mondays of each month at 8 
o'clock p.m. Officers: Spiritual 
^diviser. Rev. J. p. Killoran; Chro
mer. w. F. Wall; Preeident, 3, 
H. Maiden; 2nd Vice-President, J. 
M. Kennedy; 1st Vice-President, J. 
P. Dooley; Recording Secretary, R. 
M, J, Dolan, 16 Overdale Ave.; As
sistant -Rec. Sec., W. J. Macdon- 
alt’s Financial Secretary, J. 3. Cos- 
UgM. 825 St. Urbain street; Trea
surer. J. H. Kelly; Marshal, J* ] 
Walsh; Guard, M. J. O’Regaa; 
Trustees, T. J. Finn, W. A. Hodg- | 
eon. P. J. D'Arcy, R. Oahan, Tj 
J. Stevens; Medical Advisers, Dr, 
H. J. Harrison; Dr. E. J. 0’Con- j 
nor, Dr. G. H. Merrill.

OFFICIAL CIRCULAR
CATHOLIC MUTUAL 
Benefit Association | 
GRAND COUNCIL 

OF ÇÜEBEC.
Organised at Niagara Falls, N.Ï., Jaly $, 

1876. Incorporated by Special Act of the 
New York State Legislature, June 9,1878. 

Membership 63,000 and iner easing rapiidy 
More than $14,600,000 paid “
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