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Quebee ‘March 17.—Reciprocation
anll  greetings ‘from St. Patrick’s

Literary Institute and add the. wish’

may Ireland soon be governed for
and by the Irish,
{ JOHN E. WALSH,
President,
Arnprior, Ont., March 17.—The A.
0. H. of Arnprior to 8t. Patrick’s
Sogiety.of Montreal greetings: There
is no city in which the honor of the
Irish race has been upheld with more
fidelity than in Montreal; by no sc-
ciety has the spirit of national sen-
timent been fostered with more zeal-
ous care than yours. May you all
live to see the moon that follows the
dawn of which your kind message
speaks. 3
¥. J. QUINN,
Prest. Div, No. 1. A.O 1L

e

Charlottetown, P.E.I., March 17.—
Thanks ‘for kind greetings: Frisnds
here heartily return same. Erin go
Bragh.

JAMES EDWARDS,
Pregident B. L. €.

—

Halifax, N.S8., March 17.— The
dawn of a better day for Ireland. We
heartily join with you to-night in
saying ‘‘God Save Ireland.”

A. B, CROSBY,
President C. I. Socioty.

Halifax, N.S., March 17.— A tan-
tuet assemblage. Charitable Irish So-
ciety of Halifax send greetings and
many happy returns of the day to
their sister society of Montreal, hop-
ing that,the silver lining of the dark
cloud of so many centuries seans to
be brightening and heralding.

el

London, Ont., March 17.—The Tiish
Benevolent Society of London send
warmest greetings, “and join with
you in celebrating the feast of our
patron saint,

T. J. MURPHY,
President.
‘ Hamilton, Ont., March 17.—Went-
‘worth County Irishmen return heart-
jest greetings. ‘‘God Save Ireland."

M- J. 0 REILLY
President.

—_—

Farnham, Que., March 17.—~ Many

. thanks for your kind greetings, = and

Hope we will all have reason to re:
joice over Irelmds gﬂn by next.
st. Putﬂ&'s Day.
e l‘mnx O'HARA,
Preuident. A, 0. H.

~ Sydney, X. s‘, March 17.— Plits

burg of Canada appreciate traternal
sentiments expressed and hails- with
Belight the' pr pects for  Trisk

a.t home and abroad.

. 'W. F. O’CONNELL,
Prel.ident A. 0. H,

Moncton, N.B., March 17.— Divi-
sion No,'1, A.0.H., greatfully ac-
cepts congratulations, and = says
that the dearest wish of every true
Irishinan will soon be realized. Yours
fraternally,

B. McKEEVER.

Cornwall, Ont., March 17.—Irish-
men of Cornwall send warmest greet-
ings to Brother Irishmen of Mont-
real. Erin Go Bragh.

JOHN F, O'NEIL,
President,

New Castle, N.B,, March 17,— Let
us plant the shamrock over Canada
in Friendship, Unity and Christian
Charity.

JOHN MORRISEY,
President A. 0. H:

Ottawa, Ont., March 17.— Hiber-
nians of Province of Ontario greet
your message. May your efforts be
crowned with every success. ‘‘God
Save Ireland.”

4 M. J. O'FARRELL,
President A.0.H.

Guelph, Ont,, March 17— We re-
turn your greetings, Ireland . is in
our hearts to-night.

JAS. E. DAY,
President.

8t. John, N.B., March 17.— Your
compatriots of the Irish Literary
and Benevolent Society down by the
sea gladly reciprocate your kind
greetings, and are pleased to ob-
gserve that happier deys secems to .be
dawning for the land of St. Patrick
and the Shamrock.
A. J. MAHONEY,
President.

Ottawa, Ont., March 17.—Ottawa
Trishmen send hearty greetings to
Frin’s sons in Montreal. The clouds
are breaking and Treland’s .brighter
day appears.

VARCY SCOTT,
President St. Patrick’s Literary and
Scientific. Association.

Winnipeg, Man., March 17.—Irish-
men of Winnipeg, reciprocate your
kindly greetings, and join you in
fond memories of the past and con-
fident hopes for the future.

¥. W. RUSSELL,

President Catholic Club.

¥
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their character? or will the continu-
ally increasing control of the world
‘in the sphere of edueation dominate
jand nmul, to ﬂm ultimate destruc-

L populatio She braced
to her task by convoking a
neral C il, ‘which, g other

todl im:pedtwaq Bmorcread
o \vorkl}y

/| prosperity, Everytunc is ' done to

make its steep path easy and agree-
able. Another and more subtle in-

salutary decrees, ordained that tho
gy should teach Holy Scripture
Christian Doctrine, hot only on
Suudays and holydays, but during
Advent, and at least three days a
week during Lent, whilst on Sundays
and holydays the children in every
parish were to be taught the rudi-
ments of the Faith, and obedience to
God and to their parents!—thus in-

‘dicating that the revolt to be met

was one against authority, both hu-
man and Divine. 8t. Charles Borro-
meo took an important part in for-
warding the exaecution of this decree,
by helping to draw up the famous
Catechism of the Council of Trent,
a manual of instruction for the use
of parish priests, and all engaged in
catechising. He was led in interest
himself in this by the practical ex-
perience he had gained in the dio-
cese of Milan. But it was not only
a catechism that was neéeded; a com-
plete change of system was required.
The instruction and formation of the
young was no longer to be confined
to the care of the clergy. They were
to bring in the help and the moral
influence of the laity. Hgnce the
foundation and the rapid gpread of
Confraternities of Christiaf Doctrine.
St, Charles is sometimes gpoken of
as the first founder of these confra-
ternities. But this is not correct.
On sending his Vicar-General on be-
fore him to Milan, at the beginning
of his episcopate, he found confrater-
nities of Christian Doctrine already
well established in no less than fif-
teen different centres in the city. A
priest, Castellino da Castello, had
begun the good work one or 1iwo
years before even the birth of St.
Charles; that is, in 1536 or 1537.
This was really the earliest Sunday
School for children, or Confraternity
of Christian Doctrine, of which we
have record. By 1560 Confraterni-
ties of Christian Doctrine, composed
of clergy and laity, were producing
excellent results in Rome—the laity,
it is said, throwing themselves into
the work with surprising zeal and
enthusiasm. It was not till 1566
that St. Charles reorganized t1he
Confraternity in Milan. But he then
gave to it a new and extensive im-
pulse. At his death the workers in
his Confraternities exceeded 5,000,
lay and cleric, with 740 different
cenfres—and this  for a population
not three times the present Catholic
population in London. In 1571 St.
Pius V. ordered Coniraternities of
Christian Doctrine to be established
in every diocese throughout Chris-
tendom, and a few years later the
Basilica of St. Peter’s, in Rome, be-
came the seat of the Archconfrater-
nity, to which all Confraternities of
the kind are now affiliated. To this
day it is a striking sight in Rome
to see and hear the children assem-
bled in groups or classes, every Sun-
day in St. Peter's, going through
their lessons in Christian Doctrine,
These Confraternities exist in ¢Eng-
land. In the First Provincial Coun-
cil of Westminster a decree, drawn
up by Cardinal Wiseman, ordained
that the first two confraternities to
be estabiished in the missions should
always be the Confraternity of the
Blessed Sacrament and the Confra-
ternity of Christian Doctrine. This
decree has been partially, though not
wholly, carried out, though in many
parts of England there are flourish-
ing Confraternities of Christia.n Doc-
trine that meet every Sunday of the
year. We ourselves were employed
over forty years ago, when living as
an Oblate of St. Charles, under the
authority of Dr. Manning, in Bays-
water, to establish the Confraternity
of Christian Doctrine in St. Mary’s,
and it continues to prosper and ren-
der excellent service to religion to
this day—large numbers of the flock
taking pu-r‘ in’ teaching and training
'{he children, It was the intention of
our Metuble ‘and holy predecessor,
as we heard more than once directly
from nu own lips, to order the ‘ es
td.bliﬁtment of this Confraternity in
m M of the diocese; _but ill-

fi at work is the spirit of doubt
and unbelief, The shallow knowledge
of science and philosophy which is
now popularised awakens this spirit;
and there is a propaganda of ration-
alism in the cheap press, designedly
founded to destroy all belief in the

‘supernatural, far more extensive and

pervasive than people generally im-
agine. Then, actively playing on the
passions, are the pleasures, excite-
ments, and worldly attractions, that
are only too well calculated to carry
away unsuspecting youth into the
deep but tempestuous current of
worldliness and unbelief. The ques-
tion therefore 'arises. Can we do
anything to strengthen the hold .of
religion on the young? The world
has no right to an exclusive influ-
ence. Can we improve our methods
of instruction? The educational
State has no monopoly for the im-
provement of methods. To put it
briefly; we must follow the lead of
the Church, and strengthen our mo-
ral hold and influence on the young,
by closely associating the laity with
the clergy in their religious train-
ing. It must be borne in upon the
children from all sides that it is not
merely the clergy—as a profession a-
part—but the parents and the whole
people, that ate Interested in their
religious training and instruction,
This was the system of St. Charles,
of St. Pius V. of Benedict XIV., and
it has become the system of the mo-
dern Church. It is little to our cre-
dit, if we have not sufficiently stir-
red ourselves in ¥ngland in this
matter. It will be to the grievous
loss of future generations if we re-
main indifferent, while the influence
of secular education is becoming
everywhere more dominant. And now
ao to an improvement in our meth-
ods, so as to keep abreast of the
educational advance.

DEFECTS IN METHOD.—The fol-
lowing would seem to be the two
defects in our method which tell
most heavily against the influence
that religion ought to have upon
the young:—I. First, Catechism and
Religion are too much identified in
the minds of children with ordinary
school work. The teaching of reli-
gion is conducted in the school-room
and by the ordinary school teachers.
The parents seem to have little to
say to it; the better claecs of the
people has no concern in it. It is not
treated as an avenue to success in
this world; it takes up time, and is
an additional task, which many are
able to escape altogether. Is it sur-
prising, then, that the subject of re-
ligion is not always popular? 2. Sec-
ondly, nothing can be so dry and
abstract as the Catechism, deanling
as it does, in necessarily condensed
and concise form, with the whole
course of theology. It addresses the
reason, and makes little appeal to
the heart and affections. The whole-
gsome doctrine. of self-denial is there,
but the attractive personal - sweet-
ness and love of Our Lord need deve-
lopment.

SUGGESTED REMEDIGS.—]. We
suggest the following way of deal~
ing with the first defect. But let us
say at the outset there can be no
question of digpensing with the ser-
vice of the school teachers and of
the day school. They lay necessary
and sound foundations. It is simply
a question of supplementing their
work., The Synods ordain that the
clergy must visit the school and
teach the children rerigion. This is
done. In the Catholic elementary
State schools of Germany the priest
spends from ten to sixtcen hours a
week teaching Catechism, Bible and
Church History, and the Liturgy, to
the different tlasses. Once a year
t.he children - are examined by the
chiet inspector and the tlergy, in the
presence of the parcats, who, are es-
pecially in to attend, and to

express their approval or otherwiso |
of ‘en’s progress, Our own |

or curtain off a ;n‘:'t

or turn the sacristy or sol

large room into a temporary

And if there be absolutely no other
place than: the schoolroom, he would
convert it for the time into a cha-~
pel, with altar, candlesticks, a great
crucifix, and pictures. This {8 ‘en-
tirely consistent with the education- .
al principles of the present day,
which attach great importance to
the influence of surroundings, and in<
sist that the buildings, the nuni-

ture, and appliances should all bein -

harmony with the education to be
given. If such be the legitimate de~
mands of secular education, who can

‘say that religious education shall be

treafed with less reverence ana ¢on-
sideration? It therefore becomes a
question of what is possible—of what
the priest can devise in each mis-
sion—not indeed to diminish the re-
ligious instruction and the good in-
fluence of our excellent school teach-
ers, but to incfease the children’s
love and esteem for religion by mak-
ing them feel that it 1s not merely a
matter of school routine, but that
religions has its own bright sphere
of joys and interests quite apart
from school work, satisfying their
affections and putting them into per-
sonal communication with our dear
Lord and all that is good and holy,
II. Next, the Catechism may  ba
dry, but it is not to bhe under-valued.
It {5, for its bulk, the most compre-
hensive, the most profound, the most
logical, the most valuable book in
the English language. Tt is the com«
pendium of the whole revelation of
God. It is the people’s “Summa,’”
and, llke the ‘““Summa Theologica'’
of St. Thomas, it is dry light; con~
cise, abstract, and addressed to the
reason, It needs a commentator to
develop its life and full meaning.
Until the history of God's personal
dealings with man {s read Into every
page of the Catechism, it will remain
the dry, abstract analysis that it
is. Once illuminate it with the stir«
ring, concrete, historical lives of
God and man, and the dry bones
live and move among us in the
flesh.”” The Cardinal then enters in-
to a detailed and most interesting
exposition of catechetical method,
urging that {illustration, colored
prints, . pictures and music should be
used, and mentioning incidents from
ecclesiastical history showing - their
value, His Eminence then continues:

FIRST COMMUNION.—'‘One of the
best ways to make a lasting impres-
gion upon souls is to take time and
great pains in preparing them for
their First Communton. During the
last two years we have conferred’
with the clergy on this subject; and
in the last Synod an instruction on
the ‘Method of preparing the chile
dren’ was published, So that this
subject is not one now sprung upon
the clergy for the first time. Nor is
it altogether new to the laity, for
the Ladies of Charity have been ine
formed of it, and they have already
received lectures on the art of cate-
chising. According to the arranged
plan, the First Communion day is
to hecome a great religious festival
throughout the whole diocese. Tt will
take place on Sunday within the oc= %
tave of Corpus Christi. The course
of preparation will begin in . Lent, -
Everything is to be done during the
time of preparation to make a ' lifes
long impression upon the  childrer
and to attach them to their ' reli=
gion, by carrying out the system
ready spoken of in this letter, The
clergy are‘to enlist the co-operati
of a number of the laity in each mi
sion, who, under the direction of i
priest, will form a body. of Wo
to be amplo;(gd partly in te
and partly in' otherwise interes
training, and helping the |/ ch
who are to make their !-'lut Co!
nion, The moral and personat
ence of a number of leading men

important p'rlod of
preparation !or First .




