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The Task of the Hour
. m

statement that if we arc to wait on the knowledge 
of the mass for 8jcialism.it is distant by 500 years. 
Meaning that the application of force was the only 
way—« h Manifesto. How now, do the elections of 
Soeratea^ecome the substance of our new moon? 
(Incidentally, history has made pretty work of that 
letter of Marx, anent. Russia, absolution and democ­
racy, etc.)
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(Continued from last issue) * ing traced the civil war, raging within society, to
T -Ï ‘ ‘T’ MyS ,he ^int °f °P"“ revolution, and where the violent 

C (Dec. 16), is he would not sup- overthrow of the bourgeoisie lavs the foundation for
port an unclass-conseious proletarian the sway of the proletariat and having made clear

We said nothing of the kind. Instead their relations to the working cla.ss parties of the
a l-T* TT* manifesto on proletar- world, they call upon them to unite for the

lan identity. What we did say was that we were
opposed to political parties who could not carry the 
Hag of abolition

rjpHE4 i

As a last remonstrance against "C’a” negligent 
methods, may we point out that "picking up by the

.hr.*,,„flh,whichi, !heh°Trofthe.™ddie

SESüSF'iFt?W, lb., lh, political parties of tabor i! IZSik.bk “tar politic. We «H that what w. picked »p by

are not identical with the modern proletariat and Those letters of .he General Council to America ^ Wa^dept‘,ldefd 011 thl‘our going"’ °ur g°"
do not therefor represent an "independent move fall antlv into th,. <h,„p „ ‘ , mg on the way of our seeing. Hence it comes that I
ment of labor,"(the proletariat). (We hope “C” that Man, trusted to the growing intHligenS o/the ™ ^7 'hi ^ftT P°I
wdl not so confuse the issue, henceforth). Again- workers \nd M,rv ,ni,i th , g , the burghers, who obtained the prestige of lord and
twe indeed l’Un. 2, “C" garble, „„r .Uientmts fi, „rb other',' movement! “STLll (T”'" “ “T™* '7 h”d.” ^

R say. the struggle for preservation f, , futility Manifesto w„ pThe proletariat w„ de- -, “<*»*«. k- "■'«“> «' ,h"ir
»nee the is property, ,be ronffir, „„„ f,„ted. The M.nifcto wen, into a long "oblivion. An. they folloued „ nnstvery-

bra, be settled m the m.nd, ele" “C" her, .ran, „„d ,he working Haases mingled in ,he “ pro.peri- 7’', ^ k™'" <h=
forms the equation from the issue of property to the des” of liberal!™. duel he politics of 19H in- ,7” °î" ,J 'T, 7,“ rTTTi
1 ..niggle for preservation,'’ We said that ,he «me dneed dre.n, o, world revota,io„ ,h„ "‘7 "T4 °" T
of soeia! cvolnUon mns, be «* in the mind before world poliiie, of ,h, W, induced ,be ffl“ „n Ü ' .TT ,°h fTfu “ '»7
dean be appliti And we »y i, a*d„. i„ ,be Commune,,, Th, red arm, 19,7 B„,h ” 7 ,Tfo'^ 7 fo , ,
We «y .!«, ,h„ ,, ta. nolhing do talk “pre«,. vik propaganda: Third Affiliation: Mosoo»'™ . 17 * ,P° 71 7 '' K T" I T
'T , :‘ TT “> **ri“C'" “*••» ship: and ,he drspect, .Irviec . achieve „nTv T , ^1 . h"7 T 7 ? ,
enltnre. I hear-R" Would "0" „p«, Bar, were rhi^llrd from ,h, same m.tena, „ T '7 "W "<f " T-"1 ^ rrf°™'
,n ,hr neoUlhie. flowing that fog intemdUr, «.nnd advoeery of for,,: the star-spangled beme^L ,Îe T”’ 1", T 7' r"' *77 Tf », 
mbr.,„m we c„ tad .sense, foe on, good Com symbol the workemrthe enfold patience „f hi T ‘T T ? ? u ,h ”
Bn, ,„ffi„ hefonhndnn ju„i6„,i„„ fo, hi, ™t,„„ crisis: the rating of American w„rki„g„ ,l T1 ,h Ïh r ’ h „ 7
word, our article. ••<!•• read, me a leefon, on „ lh, politic ,h,ir ow„ „PJ" " 7" “ "' ÎT* T'T T'T
m, “speculations on Mar,', optimkm of revota- ,hr illusion fhrir support E,ZZcL ".‘TT”"' ?"* 1 7 Tp <‘lr"-to'k 7“ "k
tion. He soys I am “quite wrong, and the mani- iion: ,h, notion that ,h, civil war „„„d,d ttr »['s'"1 » s1’™ “ >7 nT'i,h°' 7.
tato fnrmahe, a Hat contradiction ” Well, „ no ,„«h lh, working and ,h, «nfJellilv "“ T m " ° 7 TÎ ",77

.nrn ,h. bet conlnrfirtion. And repo,, state f.ineoln, the »n of the working Haw, leadtag hil ,n 7" m'rron'd ,he °‘ *ke
T”L •« ««. -tar Ita. country to freedom • We are notTnoeking"those iv "tilonous revolution,
their modern brethera, or. was mi.t.krn pirations for ffomlom ; wr bn, make them‘sXbt ^e,, revolution was „f pobticnl mg-jle,n«. Onrs
in immediate revolution ’ expncaoie yociul. And social revolution cannot be aceomplish-

"C” seeks to Mentitv nnff 1 . , , J °f ,mPvndlnK revolution. ed by reform. Because reforms are but the whigger-
t seeks to identity political labor and the re- Suppose we transpose the Manifesto of ’47 to t 1 . it

volntionjirv 4 . , *, A ** lu les of .slavery. Social revolution can be only whenvolutionary proletariat. But the two are not iden- this present. "The communists fight for the attain- slavcs their slavprv Then they ,.an onlv abolish
tieal And there-was a sundar division in ’48. The ment of the immediate aims, for the enforcement of , a 7 , t , , , ù 7 X
Manifesto itself is specially named to distinguish the the momentary interests of the working class but ' "V ™ <an a >o is î i
revolutionary eommuniats from the nondescript in the movement of the present they also represent * W<? agaln’ emPhasise the straight iasue
"revolutionary parties’’ of the time. Le., bourgeoisie and take care of the future of that movement ” Tha' “* Soelahsm thc understanding of a social
and Utopians. The mark remains today- with Whence the application of that in our dayt "In proletanat- 0r Soc,ahsm by ,he adversities of op-
names reversed. "The revolutionary communists Prance the communists allv themselves with”—» portunlsm The ,actlcs of the plass struggle; of
(Manifesto) are the advanced sections of the work Switzerland! Poland? Germany* Britain’ America’ ‘ right and its inevitable sequence. Or the
mg class parties of every country . . . which push- There is one item of the Manifesto translatable from '**7 °f lab°r P°htK'S; of dominance through im-
es forward aU others . clearly understanding the then to now—"the proletariat has but a fantastic condltJons' and institutional reforms. We
line of March and general results of the movement, conception of its own position.” But if the issue of ^ ^ ^ f0mit‘r and We haVe shown eausec for
Their immediate aim is the same as all other prolet- the petty trader, the grand bourgeoisie, and hence W ^
arian parties—(i.e., revolutionary proletarian par- of Imperialist Capital, must first develop and fruit,
ties. R.) the unity of the proletariat ; overthrow of end cleaj- away the restraints of the ancient old in
tile bourgeoisie ; conquest of political power. They preparation for the new order of socialism__if that
support every revolutionary movement; (dominant- is, in brief, the consecutive progress of Marxism and T-’ WC "1U8t stnlggle agamst capital in the 
ly) instil recognition of class antagonism; put the the meaning of the Manifesto, then the proletariat modlty "‘«Jt of labor, organise agamst encroach- 
property question foremost; labor everywhere for do well to support the Governments of the Chinese ‘ , 1 °Ur Bet,on depends, dominantly, on the
democratic agreement.” That clearly describes the consortium. For thereby the emancipation of China ,,meS„°f Pro&r<>S!»- very little on the "vision that is 
socialist parties of today—the lineal descendants of will be accomplished. That emancipation is now laan ’ AH reforms—even thc 10-hour day, (and 

the communist»—; specifies their functions; and dif- necessary (on this basis of view) before the Com- rI Ls.evldonc<‘ for thc same)—are derived from 
ferentiates-them, poUtieaUy, from modern "labor mercial "Absolutism” can be brought to book The |hc founts of ‘change. Certainly the
polities. Hence the Manifesto would seem to indi- l*bor Government in BriUin did well to support the ’aS b°Cn °'le °f ,ht> factor8 in ,he Process; but al" 
cate that the Socialist Party are the "sole reposit- Dawes scheme: the Versailles Treaty; and negoti- T0? '' tbc fa«'tor
anes of revolution.” "C” notwithstanding ate trade agreements. For thereby the development * ' ’‘T * vu‘.,ss,tudes of the hour, feeling

The communists (Manifesto) "support révolu- of Capital must develop the unity 'of Labor. The 80 l'rl‘^ { ’’ mi mediate ; sensing its degfada-
tionary movement everywhere because the prolet- suppression of slavery in Africa and the support of U°n' * ° oth,cal ™Just'W of its similitude ; it 
ariat must first settle matters, each with its own Bolsheviks in Russia are revolutionary movements. fUrg llk<' fl wav,‘m the wake of Progress, achieving 
national bourgeoisie. They labor for democratic and worthy of our enthusiasm Because, in eon- aale oratl»n m t e exigencies of its conditioning, 
agreement, because the unity of the leading indus- junction with the revolutionary upsurge of "Home- ” am< loratlon’ elng m effect thc !lm,ts of to1" 
trial countries is necessary to the revolution. They Role,’,’ they enable peoples "to settle with their own ' ™ apPears as a Pressure of insistence ; and it
follow their general programme, and emphasise the bourgeoisie” «, the interest» of proletarian révolu- WlnS' - ^ “ the COUr8<?8 of ProgrcRS ito aehipve-

class struggle, in order that the German workers tion And if it was right in ’50 to appeal to Eng- ,°7 * ''e™SS'ty and an «*dy>n the al-
raay straightway use (to their own advantage) the 1"«1 in the name of thc revolution to oppose the am- 7 * A°*7 fl°7 °f 8 new Progr«« That is why 
social and political conditions that the bourgeoisie bition of an autocratic and feudal Russia then the , 7 * "evCr be wrong ” Righ<-
must introduce—so that the fight against the hour- proletariat were right in 1914, at the call of the " ‘ Tf , " <'xPreHH™ [hc h ™8 °f immediacy,
geoisie may immediately begin. Thc communists same "democracy,” to flock in their millions against . , 7US °, lmmJ ac^ seldom
choose Germany chiefly because the bourgeois re- a no *<’« imperious autocracy. And no lew an auth- fT r°ao J'ey ave 0 *en 8talT the pages of 
volution is there carried out under more advanced ority than Trotsky said that the triumph of Germany TT t- " »l ‘T nevcr made man free And they 
conditions and because, in (Germany, the bourgeois -would mean a long delay for the proletarian révolu- i 1 A. ° ™°™cnt a^*e e8sen^a^y
revolution will be but the prelude to an immediately ^lion And no less freight than Lenin rapporta the f °. VTk ^hÜe ^ freedo™ of „

forciwelut -“• ^,he“r-—-

movement ’ ’
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Reforms by their nature are of class purpose ; 

the necessities of dominion. Their benefits to the 
proletariat niggard, of no interest as a direct issue.
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