942 THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

The Farmér's Advocate

AND HOME MAGAZINE.
PEE LEADING AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL
' IN- THE DOMINION.

PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY
WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LIMITED).

. JOHN WELD, MAVAGER,
“ for “The Parmer's Adv;e:.t-o and Home Journmal,”

poblished Thureday.
Ris .n iadependent of cligues and parties,
; 0 : with original vings, and
the mest and profitable imforma-
tien for farmers, and home-
makers, of (o
4 TERMS OF ON.~In Canada, Bugland, Ireland
Beotland, and New Zealand, $1.50 per year, in

Mvm whea not paid nf
Amm nﬂ!‘.—.ghdo eouo.‘ ”m....‘g ;:lr' .lll‘::.
W“nﬁmﬂ”- ™
'S ADVOOATE ¢s sent to subssribers until
received for its diseentinuanmés. All
¢ made as reguired by law.
. ; o mwmmmmhdd
R unedl arrearages are paid their paper

e
us, either by

will ot be responsible.

0: m!on LABEL shows te what time your
communieations will' receive me attention. In
the “ Full Name and Post-office Address Must

BY MAIL IS RRQUIRED te Urgent
Baquiries, $1.00 must be enclosed.
for publication should be written on

;mn-om-am
[ the old as well as the'new P.U. address.
.to write ws omn any agrieultural

i
E .

3
i

E:
={ 3
44
&

§§

BB o2 »

)
*s
d

T
b
:
g
!

il
i)
T
b
hif

e
:
i
sg

moted with this paper should be addressed as below,
and met to any Madividual ¢omnseted with the peaper.
Sddress—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or

THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LIMITED),
LONDON, CANADA.

are not subjected to the dense shade produced by
the full-leaved forest of the later part of the

. Apd with the rush of the flowers has come the
rush of the birds. The migration is now at its
height, and new species are arriving in Canada
-gvery day. The members of that large and
beautiful family the warblers are now coming in
hosts, some to remain and breed in the southern
portions of the Dominion, but the majority to
pass through to theire far northern nesting
grounds. The warblers are the joy and the de-
spair of the amateur bird student—the joy be-
cause of their beauty—the despair because of the
great number of species many of which resemble
one another, and worse still the great diversity
of plumage often exhibited by a single species.
The warblers are largely named from their
soloration, and among the earliest to arrive are
the black and white warbler, the black-throated
green warbler and the myrtle warbler.

Agriculture First.

A bulletin cof the Ontario Department of Edu-
cation gives prominence to these appropriate
paragraphs from Aristotle :

The first attention should be paid to that
which is in accordance with nature ; but by na-
ture agriculture i8 first, next comes all those
things which are derived from the earth, such as

* mining and other arts of like kind.

But agriculture should be ranked first because
it is just ; for it does not derive its profits from
men, either with their consent, like petty traffic
and the mercenary arts, or without their consent,
like the arts which pertain to war.

Further, also, agriculture is natural, for
naturally every existing thing derives its nourish-
ment from its mother, and so consequenily men
derive it from the earth.

Moreover, it contributes much towards forti-
tude ; for it does not make the body unservice-
able, like the illiberal arts, but renders it fit to
live and labor in the open air, and to run the
risks of war against assailants. For husband-
men are the omly persoms whose possessions lie
outside of the city walls.

A crusted soil is a dry soil and an ill-venti-
lated soil, notwithstanding the cracks which open
between the brick-baked masses of earth. A
timely stirring with the harrow or weeder pre-
vents crusting by forming a moisture-conserving
mulch through which air may readily permeate to
‘the so0il heneath. Don’t let the crust form or
the weeds get a start.

~after weaning.

HORSES. _ ...
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A number of . farmers in Middlesex County,
Ont., 'use sweet skim milk, to feed their colts
This fed 'in proper quanmtity
seems to keep the bowels regulated, and the colts
thrive well. Starting at a small quantity the
amount fed is increased up to five or six quarts

foal.

We have often wondered just why more colts
were not castrated at a few weeks of age as is
practiced with calves, and in talking with a
veterinarian a few days ago the point i was
brought up, and he gave as the main reason the
fact that a very large percentage of horse foals
‘have scrotal hernia up to four months of age.
He believed that eighty-five per cent. of these
foals suffer from this trouble.

Every season a number of the young foals
are troubled with retention of the meconeum.
Various substances have been recommended as
injections for the removal of this, but a success-
ful practitioner in Western Ontario, re-
lies upon the injection of one ounce of glycerine
per rectum at intervals until the meconeum is
expelled. This is very simple, and said to be
equally effective.

Many mare owners believe that by feeding a
little whole wheat, either alone or mixed with
oats or other grain, they are able to tide mares
over a period of danger 'from -abortion. Of
course this does not apply to contagious abor-
tion,’ but to cases where a mare through weak-
ness, slight injury or habit is likely to abort.
Wheat is a -good regulator and strengthems the
walls of the uterus somewhat, but cannot be re-
lied upon to save all mares, and has com-
paratively 1littlé wvalue in this respect where
mares are in good condition. By good condition
is not meant very fat, but healthy -thriving and
in good working order.

A case was brought to our notice a short
time ago of a light stallion in splendid flesh,
which, during an entire season, got °only one
mare in foal, not, that he was not bred to 'a
large number, for he made a big season. En-
quiry was made into the feeding of the horse
which showed no signs of disability, and it was
found that the greater part of his ration was
composed of boiled feed. The horse was fat and
‘““soft’’, and his physical condition was not as
good as his appearance indicated. The follow-
ing year on dry, uncooked feed, this same stallion
did a large season, and foaled”a large percent-
age of mares bred to him. Boiled feed may be
a good thing once or twice a week, but should
not compose the bulk of the ration.

Draft Pairs Profitable.

A good draft horse sells readily at a high
price, but there is always a premium placed upon
well-matched pairs.” From twenty-five to fifty
dollars per head extra is generally paid in excess
of the price which could be obtained for these

animals purchased singly from two different
owners where the horses closely resemble each
other. On very high-class teams the difference

is often much greater than here indicated. No
system of mating is certain to produce horses of
like size, color, conformation and quality, but
constantly breeding to the same horse, year
after year or, if the stallion is not available for
_several years. to ome as nearly like him as
possible in coler. type and conformation, is far
more likely to bring the desired results than
where no discrimination is used in this respect.
The breeding of matched pairs demands that
the breeder have the type he wishes to produce
firmly fixed in his mind. Violept crosses cannot
be relied upon and must be shunned. Get a good
tvpe of mare and breed her to 'a pure-bred
stallion of her own breed—a good type of horse,
not small and not abnormally large. Both mare
and stallion should be typey individuals of the
breed. It is not absolutely necessary that the
mare be pure-hred, a good grade of the same
breed as the stallion often gives excellent results,
but, of course, pure-bred is preferable. The
stallion should, in every case, be pure-bred, and
should show every indication of being a prepotent
sire—a masculine individual with a strong
head amd character about him which cannot fail
to leave its mark on the offspring. As far as
breeding pairs is concerned, this kind of selection
is all that can be done, and even then disappoint-
ments are common.
Where a good gelding is held for sale the
owner might often increase his price hy buying
a mate for him and offering the pair, and hy so
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doing he would also make a profit om the pur-
chased individual, thus getting a double profit
on the transaction. Of course, a knowledge of
horses and of the market is necessary that the
mate be not purchased too dear, Lut every good
farmer-horseman has this knowledge, and keeps
in touch with the horse market. It is these
little-transactions—the incorporation of business
rinciples ihto agriculture—which aid materially
arm profits. Never buy a , horse
which will no} séll again readily, and be reason-
ably sure th a profit can be made on him.

Some Draft Horse Facts.

Som: resting draft horse facts are con-
tained in/ a little booklet issued by the Percheron
Society of America. Published primarily, to set
the Percheron’s good qualities before the people,
it also contains some information valuable to
breeders of any breed of draft horses. It points
out that number omne geldings weighing 1,700
pounds or over, of good draft type and mature,
with the  right kind of feet and legs, have
averaged, on the Chicago market during the last
two years, $350 per head, ana pairs have sold
from $750 to $800. Grade mares in demand for
farm work have made from $200 to $300 per
head weighing from 1,500 to 1,600 pounds, and
the average for this class of mares in foal has
been from $250 to $285 each.

Why ‘4re prices so high ? The fundamental
reason, according ‘to the booklet, is that the
supply is not equal to the demand. Less- than
twenty per cent. of all horses reaching Chicago,
the greatest horse market in the world, weigh
over 1,600 pounds, and about one-fourth of these
are number one drafters. Basing the statement
on these facts it is concluded that only about
five per cent. of all horses reaching market are
of approved draft type, weight and soundness,
and less than one-fourth of the horses on the
farms will weigh at maturity 1,600 pounds :or
over.eand not more than one-third of these are
of first-class breeding, type, conformation and
soundness. .

Continuing, the booklet claims that the auto
truck will not materially affect the horse market.
This statement is based on investigation which
showed that in hauls under three miles in length,
particularly under crowded traffic conditions, the
auto truck is less efficient than the horse. Thus
the auto is supplementing rather than displacing
the horse. It is estimated that eighty per cent.
of the traffic in large cities is within a three-mile
radius, and, therefore, the horse market is secure.

Again, it is estimated that not a single state
in the Union is producing horses on one-half of
its farms. JTowa, the leading state, produces
horses on 42.6 per cent. of its farms. This
means that over one-hall of the farmers must
buy horses from their neighbors, and all the
farms must be supplied before there is a surplis
for the city.

During the decade from 1900 to 1910 the
population of the United States increased twenty-
one per cent., and during the same time the
number of cattle decreased eight per cent. and
sheep fourteen per cent. The number of horses
increased only by eight per cent. A live stock
decrease causes an increase in tilled acreage.
The more land that is tilled the greater the de-
mand for horses. More thorough cultivation is
now necessarv, and requires more horses. Farm
labor is scarce and high-priced, necessitating the
use of more modern farm machinery, which re-
quires a greater horse power. And experience
has demonstrated that draft horses are much
more effective in modern farming methods than
light-weight horses, and invariably selk for a
better price. It looks as if there could be no

mistake in biregding drafters and pure-bred draft .

horses are more profitable than grades, for they
sell at an earlier age, bring a larger price, and
yield " a higher profit in proportion to the im-
vestment. While the pamphlet is written in the
interests of the Percheron breed and contains
some very useful information about that great
breed of draft horses, the foregoing facts are
equally applicable to all breeds of drafters.

The Board of Agriculture in England, have is-
sued a register of stallions, together with the
names and addresses of the owners of all those
stallions which have been examined by a veterin-
ary surgeon appointed by this Board and have been
certified to be sound and suitable for breeding
purposes. The object is the elimination of the
unsound Sire No expense to the owner is incur-
red in registering a stallion, the service fee of
which does not exceed $10, providing the stallion
15 inspected at the place and time appointed by
the Board. FEvery stallion submitted must be
entered by name or accepted for entry in the re-
cognized stud book of its breed. No application
is considered for horses under three years of age
in the vear of registration.




