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The Feed Unit System

HE Feed Unit System furnishes
A convenient and practical
method of comparing the feed
consumption of different farm animals
nd of determining the relative econ-
omy of their production
ties of different feeding stuffs used
for the nutrition of farm animals are
reduced 10 a certain standard,

The quanti-

the so-called feed

al expression is thus
obtained for the tota) amount of feed o,

unit, and a definite numeric

'n dur-
(oF @ given period. By comparing the produc
tion of the cows and the feed required for this
production, the farmer may

therefore determine
by this system which of his ¢

producers and which are not
The feed unit system orig
ind is now generally used in

OWs are economical

nated in Denmark,
European cow-test
ng associations for ascertaining the rel.
tween the production of different cows or herds,
ard the feed conmed. The system was orig-
\.ﬂ\‘ elaborated for dairy cows, but it has also
heen adapted to other classes
especially calves,

ation be-

of farm animals,
and horses
By the feed unit System a simple

swine

definite fig-
HOW UNiTs ARE FIGURED

ure for total feed eaten by

farm animals is ob-
tained, including that eaten ¢

N pasture.  Another
advantage of the system is that it js independent
of market values of feeds, the relative value

(units) for the different feeds being small and
casily applied figures that do not viry from year
to year. The feed unit adopted in different coun-
tries differs somewhat, but in most cases
of mixed grain (or of corn, barley, wheat or rye)
is taken as a unit and other feeds are given val-
ues relative to this standard, based primarily on
the results obtained in the extensive feeding ex-
periments with cows or swine that have been in
progress in Denmark during the last 30 years un-
der the direcwfin of the Copenhagen Station, A
Eple example will readily illustrate the applica-
m of the system,
Forinstance, it has been found that 1.1 pounds
of wheat bran or 8.5 pounds of hay of average
quality, can be subs:ituted to 5 limited extent for
A pound of grain in ordinary rations, without
changing apprecizbly the yield or the composi-
tion of the milk produced by the cows, or influ-
encing their live weight or general  condition,
These quantities of the different feeds are, there.
fi considered of similar value and equivalent to
one foed unit, If cow during a certain month
ate 780 pounds of hay, 150 pounds of bran, and 90
pounds of ground corn, she received 750 divided
by 2.5, or 300 feed units in the hay eaten, 150 di-
vided by 1.1 or 138 jn the bran and 90 in the
making a total of 58 feed units

a pound

aten,

e

An Explanation of the Simple
Farmers in Keeping Accou
Merits of the System Enumerated,
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Method Followed
Adopt it in this Country?

If she yielded 1.0 pounds of butter fat a day in
her milk on this feed, or 30 pounds for the month,
she produced 30 divided by 5.9 or 5.70 pounds
of butter fat per 100 feed units consumed in her
feed. There are, as you all know, great differ-
ences among cows in the returns made per unit
of feed, and data obtained in this way show in a
striking manner whether a cow is
producer or whether it
amount of feed to make

an economical
required an
her production

excessive
In the same Way at the end of the vear the
production of the different cows in the

herd and
the amount of feed eaten by each

» expressed in

men
omes more pressi 'h of “Q‘u fands s
B e oot 7
o -

* Titien Com of Tin gt the Monopoly?
feed units, may pe compared and the production
per feed unit for each one thus obtained. Cows
with a large and economical production so far as

the right foundation for building up the produc-

tion of his dairy and getting good returns on his
investiment in animals and equipment,

UNIT VALUE OF DIFVERENT whipy
The list of feed units given herewith has been

nt with their Cows,
Should we

DAVI!, CALIF,

No. 7

of Figuring Cow Profi

by Danish taken from
The

Circular No 37 of the
Wisconsin Experiment Station
units have be
the result of

These
en obtained largely

Danish  cow
experiments supplemented by
of American

feeding
results
trials and feeding ex-
and are worthy of the most
carcful attention of the reade:

AMOUNTS op FERENT FEEDS REQUIRED 70
(0

perience,

AL ONE ¥FED UN

Fed required 10

. Foed equal 1 unit

1'nl0?ll?ll4l
Corn, wheat, rye, harley, hominy feed
i grains, wheat, miq

rewery
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T shall not take the trouble to justify here
the figures given for the different classes or kinds
of feeds, or to dlscuss the relative merits of the
feed unit system and other methods of arriving at
the same goal, like chemical composition, diges-
tible components, starch values or energy
all of which fall back on the customary methods
of chemical analysis and digestion experiments
To any one who has been in the habit of looking
at the results obtained by these methods as “the,
whole truth ang nothing but the truth,” the f
unit system May seem unscientific and too flexi-
ble but the flexibility of the system is really one
of its advantages, for it enables the man on the

alues,

eed




