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2 OJIBWAYS AND IROQUOIS i
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have made fair progress in the path of civilization, entertaim‘ng
meanwhile friendly feelings toward the whites. i

Our knowledge of the Indian tribes who have resided in the ter.
ritory now comprised in the county of Bruce and adjacent therety
commences with the advent of the French explorers and the Jesuit
missionaries in the early part of the seventeenth century. At thag ;
time a branch of the great Algonquin family of Indians inhabiteq
the Manitoulin Islands, with scattered bands to be found in whag ]
is now known as the Saugeen peninsula; these bore the tribal name
of the Ottawas. To the south and east there dwelt the Tobaceq
nation, or Wyandottes, whose territories extended from the Blye
Hills, near Nottawasaga Bay, to the mouth of the Menesetung, op °
Maitland River. Yet further east dwelt the Hurons, in the distriet r’
north of Lake Simecoe, a tribe whose memory is perpetuated by the
broad lake which bears their name, but who as a nation were almogst
exterminated by their inveterate foes, the Iroquois. This natiop
after their victory over the Hurons, proceeded to occupy all th; :
lands in the peninsula between Lake Ontario and Lake Hurgp,
How the Iroquois were in turn dispossessed by the Ojibways! op
Chippawas, is here given, in the form of a condensed extract, froy,
a book written by one of that nation:?
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“The Ojibways, who, prior to the extirpation of the Hurons ang
Wyandottes, dwelt in the Lake Superior country, annually sept
some of their number to trade with the French at Quebec or Mong.
real. A party of these were waylaid and killed by the Iroquoig {
Threats of reprisals were treated by the latter with scorn. Afte{-%
a second party had been similarly attacked and slain, a council o
the nation was held, resulting in some of their chiefs being sent ¢q
confer with the Iroquois. The meeting was held at Saugeen, and
resulted in the Iroquois agrecing to pay a bale of furs for eaglp
man that had been killed, and in addition granted permission tu':
the Ojibways to pass peaceably on trading trips to Montreal. Thu
treaty held good for three years, when bands of Iroquois Waylaid
simultaneously several parties of Ojibways, returning from a tradipe
journey. This happened in the fall of the year, too late in tha
season to commence warlike operations; so the war decided upgy
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# Ojibway ” is the correct name of this tribe, but ““Chippawa” is thas
most generally used. It is of this tribe that Longfellow writes
“ Hiawatha.” =

% Phe Traditional History of the Ojibway Nation.” By George Copwg,
or Kah-ge-ga-gah-bowh, Chief of the Ojibway nation. Published in 185{“
See also “ History of the Ojibway Indians,” by Rev. Peter Jones, for stot..
ments substantiating Copway’s account. N



