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MISSISSIPPI LEVEES.

How the Mighty River Is Kept Within Its 
Banke—Imprisoning Father of Waters

Within Earthen Walls.

Many Canadians, who read from 
time to time of the terrible destruc­
tion caused by the Mississippi River 
breaking down the levees, realize the 
method and the magnitude of the 
task nor the necessity of holding in 
check a great stream at flood tide 
varying in width from half a mile 
to a mile and a half, from 80 to 
150 feet deep, its volume swollen so 
that the stakes mark forty feet above 
low water and the great torrent 
moving grandly at a speed of five or 
six miles an hour, twice the usual 
velocity of the stream.

From Cairo to the gulf the Missis- 
sippi flows through a flat land gen­
erally at a mean level above that of 
the surrounding country. Along the 
left or east bank there are bluffs here 
and there, with lowlands between 
that have to be protected, but on 
the west side of the river the land 
lies low and at places really falls 
away, so that you have to go up hill 
to get to the river.

Originally the Mississippi formed 
its own banks with mud which it 
washed up and deposited and wasn't 
at all particular where those banks 
were, changing them at will to suit 
its fancy. The aboriginal dwellers 
in the valley didn't mind this much, 
but when the white man began to
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* [Copyright, 1808, by 6- B. Warner.] 
T was Deacon Spooner who started 
2it. The doctor sent him off to a 
_summer resort for two weeks to 

get rid of fever, and when he came 
home he had the biggest kind of an 
idea to his bead. He got down to the 
postoffice that same evening and said 
to the crowd:

“What we want to do is to turn in 
and make Jericho a summer resort 
She’s got everything the heart could 
wish for, and if we don’t see 10,000 peo­
ple here next summer it will be our 
own fault I’m primed with facts and 
statistics, and I move we call a public 
meeting for next Tuesday evening.”

The idea met with favor, and the 
meeting was called, and during the In­
terval the price of butter and eggs went 
up 30 per cent. Most of the families 
in town decided on taking boarders, 
and they decided that $10 per week 
would be a fair price to charge. There 
was a large turnout at the meeting, and 
Deacon Spooner went right to business 
by calling for order and saying:

“It may be taken for granted that 
this large and enthusiastic audience 
has assembled here tonight for the 
purpose of placing Jericho where she 
belongs—on the pedestal beside New­
port and Saratoga. We have here a 
town of 756 inhabitants. It is five 
miles from any railroad. There is 
quietness here; there is scenery and 
health. You don’t find any skeeters, 
and you never hear of any one having 
the ague. No circus ever shows here 
to corrupt our morals, and If a wind­
mill man comes along and talks too 
loud there is an ordinance to restrain 
him. Nature meant this to be a place 
where man could come and rest his 
weary soul and body and go back to 
the world rejuvenated, and up to this 
date none of us has known what a 
good thing we had.”

The deacon stopped for applause and 
got it, and after bowing his thanks be 
went on:

“The idea is to turn Jericho into a 
summer resort and welcome thousands 
to her gates. To get a boom under 
way our motto must be Tro bono pub­
lico.’ There must be no banging out, 
no examples of Individual selfishness.
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a
settle in the Mississippi valley and 
cultivate its deep, rich, red, alluvial 
soil it speedily became apparent that 

4a something must be done to keep the 
- erratic and changeful river within

bounds. So for a century the build- 
SB ing of levees has gone on until now
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earthworks have been thrown up 
against the spring invasion of the 
waters all the way from Cairo to 
the delta, a distance of about 1,500 
miles.

The levees have been partly built 
by the Federal Government, partly 
by the abutting States, but chiefly 
by the plantation owners adjacent 
to the river, who formed levee dis- 
tricts, with boards empowered to 
levy taxes for the work of construc­
tion and maintenance. Within the 
main levees are often private levees 
constructed by plantation owners or 
by towns, and sometimes one will 
find places which resemble a fortress, 
with a series of earthworks.

Tt is difficult to estimate the cost 
of the Mississippi levees by reason 
of the fact that the work has been 
done by so many different interests 
and paid for out of so many different 
funds. Some ten years ago it was 
estimated by Government engineers 
that the lowlands could be protected 
from the delta to Cairo at a cost of 
$36,000,000 for construction and 
$2,000,000 a year for maintenance. 
Between these points there are 1,- 
775 miles of levees. The levees are

town—and three or four such institu 
tions would be sure to rise up—the 
fixed rate should not be above $5 
an hour for a horse and buckboard. 
When he was at a summer resort, he 
had longed for pumpkin pie, and it 
was not to be had. People who came 
to Jericho would long. The pumpkin 
pie would be ready, but there must be 
no extortion. Every ple, no mattei 
whether round or square, should be 
cut into four pieces, and the price per 
piece should be 25 cents.

There was one thing more, and the 
deacon proceeded to state It. The peo­
ple should turn out to welcome every 
new arrival and make him feel at 
home, but for every such urnout 
there should be a fixed chasge of 30 
cents, and the same should be collected 
with the board bill. The meeting ad­
journed amid great enthusiasm, and 
several of the houses were illuminated 
in honor of the occasion, and every­
body went to bed happy. They were 
still rejoicing next day when a tin ped­
dler came along. He heard what had 
happened, and then he shook his head 
and mournfully replied:

"I’m sorry, but you people will be 
disappointed."

“But how?" was asked.
“Why. Halifax is offering all that 

you are and is going to throw in two 
mudholes and a brickyard for nothing, 
and the crowd will all go that way."
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Pure Ready Mixed Paints, Oils, 
Varnishes and Paint Brushes, at

A. H. PATTERSON’S
Three Doors East of the Ma ket.

His goods are new and up-to-date, and he will save you money,

I’m one who is willing to turn my 
house Into a hotel for the summer to 
accommodate the strangers who will 
come here, and I’ll also make the price 
of board as reasonable as possible."

“Deacon, about what would be your 
price tor board!” asked Truelove 
White from the audience.

“From $10 to $12 a week, I guess," 
was the reply.

“And what would you fodder the 
people on?”

"Mostly on meat and taters, but of 
course apple sass and custards would 
come in pretty often."

“Then I move that the price of board 
be fixed at $11 per week all around.
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Only one summer resorter cume to 
Jericho, and he slept in a fence corner 
over night and stole apples for his 
breakfast. M. QUAD.

The man who is willing to meet 
trouble half way seldom has to go that 
far to meet it.

It’s a pity that people who worry 
over little things haven't something 
big to trouble them.

A woman is never so lonely as when 
she knows a secret and has no one 
to tell it to.

Poverty of possessions need not be 
discreditable; poverty of life always 
is.
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|iWeDIAGRAM SHOWING HOW LEVEE IS BROKEN.

now controlled and policed by the 
Mississippi River Commission, creat­
ed by act of Congress in 1879.

These levees are mere banks of 
earth thrown up several hundred feet 
from the river at low water, the low 
water mark being the zero or datum| 
from which the rise of the river is I 
marked up to the danger line, which 
represents the point beyond which 
more water would destroy life and 
property.

In building a levee a trench is dug 
three or four * feet deep and about 
100 feet wide, and on this earth is 
heaped until a continuous ridge is 
formed 100 feet wide at the base, 25 
feet high and 25 feet wide at the 
crown. The earth crushes down into I 
a compact mass, and the surface is1 
held by Bermuda grass. On the top I 
of the levee there is usually a wag­
on road. This earthen wall is all 
that protects the plantations and the 
towns along the lower Mississippi 1 
from the terrific force of the water

I at flood tide.
From season to season weak spots 

| develop in the levee from various | 
| causes, and for the purpose of | 
I promptly repairing these the United 
I States Government keeps a number 
I of patrol boats on the river which 
|carry supplies. The boats are very 
I powerful and are equipped with pile 
I drivers and large crews of laborers.

Breaks in the levees are of two 
1 kinds—the sudden giving way of a 
|sodden bank, turned to mud by the 
I gradual slope of the water, and the 
I slow but insidious mining of craw- 
I fish, the greatest enemy the levee 
I has because it is impossible to com- 
|bat them. /
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$ OUR MR. WILLISON is acknowledged to turn out the best 
I fitting and most carefully TAILOR-MADE SUITS in the city. No 
± disputing this fact. Give us a chance to prove it.
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+ prices.
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Its glorious to feel right in 
the morning—ready for work. 
But how seldom one does. 
Sick headache, lack of appe­
tite, disagreeable taste in the 
mouth—these are the usual 
morning feelings of most 
people—even of careful livers. 
This morning illness shows 
that the organs of digestion 
are not working properly. 
They need a tonic. Take a

» teaspoonful of

“‘cami nation 
opposite I
a.m., 1 to I

‘THERE MUST BE NO HANGING OUT, NO EX- 
AMPLES OF INDIVIDUAL SELFISHNESS.

with extra for washbowls and lookin’ 
glasses."

The deacon put the motion to the 
meeting, and it was carried, and he 
then said:

"There will be hundreds come here 
who will want to buy land and build 
cottages. I’ve got about twenty vil­
lage lots, and in order to start the ball 
rolling I’ll put ’em in at a low value. 
I hope others will follow my exam- 
ple.”

“What would you call a low value, 
deacon?" asked Moses Turner as be 
rose up.

“Well, I might say $400 apiece. I 
presume they’d bring twice that, but 
we don’t want to rob anybody."

It was moved and supported that all 
lota worth about $50 apiece be put in at 
$400 to order to induce a boom, and 
after it had been carried the deacon 
tackled the subject of a lake. All sum­
mer resorts had at least one, and for­
tunately for Jericho the village owned 
a horse pond. There was no doubt in 
his mind that the pond could be en­
larged and improved and made Into a 
lake, and he hoped the price of boat 
hire would be kept down to the lowest 
figure. In fact, he would agree to put 
twelve boats on the lake and not charge 
above a dollar an hour for any one of 
them. Included In this charge would 
be a barrel on which to roll people who 
were half drowned.

Then came the question of hauling 
the people to and from the railroad. 
Nothing so discouraged a perron as to 
meet with extortion on the start. He 
had thought the matter over, and it 
was Ms idea that the charge should be 
$2 per capita in each direction. In 
case any 026 started a livery stable to
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FOUND GUILTY
Of keeping a large and up-to-date 
stock of Builders’ Hardware, Paints, 
Oil, Glass, Lawn Mowers etc.
- We are acknowledged leaders in 
Painting, Decorating and Paper 
Hanging. A fresh coat of our fresh 
paint will add greatly to the appear­
ance and value of your property.

Fly time is coming. Protect your 
wife and family from these pests by 
giving us your order for screens. Sat­
isfaction guaranteed.

Lumber, lath, and shingles always 
on hand. Give us a call1
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Salt 
in half a glass of water as 
soon as you rise—you’ll be 
ready to do justice to a good 
breakfast.

Abbey’s Effervescent Salt 
cleanses the bowels and in­
testines, invigorates the fag­
ged out stomach and ener­
gises the torpid liver.

At all Druggists.
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On account of its terrible effects, blood disease is called the king of all diseases. 1 

It may be either hereditary or contracted; so while it may not be a crime to have 1 
the disease, it is a crime to permit It to remain in the system. It may manifest 1 
itself in the form of Scrofula, Eczema, rheumatic pains, stiff or swollen joints,1 
itchiness of the skin, eruptions or blotches, alcere in the month or on the tongue, eore throat, falling out el hair, disordered stomach, and a general depression of I 
the system. If you have any of these symptoms don tneglect yourself. You have1 
no time to lose. Beware of “old fogy" treatment—beware of mineral poisons- beware of Quacks and Fakirs. OUR NEW MEUHOD TEBAYMENT 
fa guaranteed to cure this disease, never to return. Bank Bonds will protect you- 
Our treatment is not injurious in any way, but reaches the very root of the disease |an-e1I mln MrtcI th that"--bl".1 
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Cousoltation Free, Question Blank Tor Home Treatment and Books Free.

Doom of Piccadilly.
The landmarks are vanishing. Syn- 

|dicates whistle, and the St. James’ 
|hall crumbles and falls, says Books 
| of To-day. The Albany will go 
I next—Mr. Pierpont Morgan requires 
1 a west and office. Then Burlington 
I house—Mr. Carnegie needs a library 
|site. Devonshire house—Mr. Yerkes 
I schedules it for a power station. At 
I the next world’s show there will be 
| a model of Piccadilly before its day 
Iof dolour. ‘‘Ye olde Piccadilly. A. 
ID, 1902."

Willing to Sacrifice Himself.
She—You certainly wouldn’t mdrry 

I a girl for her money, would you? He 
| —Of course not. Neither would I 
Ihave the heart to let her become an 
I old maid merely because she happen- 
! ed to be well off.—Illustrated Bits.
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1 MONEY TO LEND
ON LAND MORTGAGE,

I ON CHATTEL MORTGAGE
J OR ON NOTE

: Ryde a very Towel rate t J, W. TYHITE, ‘ $ Barrister t Opp. Grand Opera House, Chatham

Cor. Monigan Are. and Shelby as., Detroit, Mitch.” I 
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