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darts may strike? In Miss Austen's day the
tranquil, drowsy, decorous English day of a century
since, all was different. News travelled then from
hand to hand, carried in creaking post-wagons, or
in cases of extreme urgency by men on horseback.

When a gentleman journeying in his own *' chaise "

took three days in going from Exeter to London, a
distance now covered in three hours of railroad,

there was little chance of frequent surprises. Love,
sorrow, and death were in the world then as now,
and worked their will upon the sons of men; but
people did not expect happenings every day or even
every year. No doubt they lived the longer for

this exemption from excitement, and kept their

nerves in a state of wholesome repair; but it goes
without saying that the events of which they knew
80 little did not stir them deeply.

Miss Austen's life coincided with two of the
momentous epochs of history, —the American
struggle for independence, and the French Revolu-
tion; but there is scarcely an allusion to either in
her letters. She was interevited in the fleet and its

victories because two of her brothers were in the
navy and had promotion and prize-money to look
forward to. In this connection she mentions Tra-
falgar and the Egyptian expedition, and generously
remarks that she would read Southey'a «« Life of

Nelson " if there was anything in it about her
brother Frank! She honors Sir John Moore by


