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pradlce of It : For without this, no nation can flourlfli j and

*' without holinefs, no man fhall fee the Lord." *

III. To make fome pradlical obfervations on this fubjeifl, was

the third and laft thing propofed.

I
On this head, I fliall be very concife, as I have detained you

b long already ; and It is probable that your own refledllons

.ave anticipated much of what might be offered.

I. The firft obfervatlon which naturally rifes from this fub-

jedt, and muft ftrike every one that confiders It, is, the wife

provlfion which Almighty God has made for the happinefs of

his rational creatures, by the conftitutlon which he hath eftablifti-

cd in the moral world. He hath infeparably connefted our duty
i.

land happinefs together the breach of that duty and mifery.

, Nor is this all. When men by the abufe of their freedom of

will, have counteracted his gracious defigns, and ruflied on their

own ruin ; the difpenfatlons of his providence have interpofed to

fnatch them from that ruin, and guide them to happinefs. Thus

hath the author of our being left men without excufe, if they will,
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* Heb. XII. 14.


