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N». »4. POWRR8 OF THR LOCAL MAOI9TR\TR8.
If the miiniiitrjit..^ of t'nch district wrrf eh<i«nn hjr th« peopl.- (who tw, of eourM.

brat dcnuMi.itH I with their chHr«c»»TM) I Mhiiulil not ohMct to ths monUii irUinK from
tfrlld lanTJ usifnaniMnta, doi; tHt^a, wolf Uxm, Ue. hiding piicfd iindur th«<lr ei*nlroMl |
but Ha Lh«y ar... in i^ffncnil, mfiri.|y t«m|»oMry. Hod Kvi'n aomHimi-ii irtinaicnt B«)rv«nta
of fh^local «inculiv#. actinic In concniTiritli tha miiiioot of itnvernm.-nt. or Nufffrinc
dfRfrtdHtltm from olBr*', If torh It h«. if ih^y d«» not ohi'y ord#!M, tu>Un$ voUtu. I do
think thut the hoiia» of aaxwmhly oiiicht to h>«vr had th** ronlrol of the prorreda of aticll
imjM.ata H« thu nhovi* ; and I conaid»T it a dnnKfrmis nowHr. in th«» handa of thit m«Klt-
trut«<t. by which t?»«y aiw onablMd. to flg thw pric* of nn Innlwepur'a Mnntial licena*. at
any aiini th«y pl«)a8«. Iwlwren It d.dUr* and flftr dollara. examine thf Journala of
oawmbly, for the afaaion of 18t»-«, nnd yon will p^rc^ive that irt th« Wentwrn and,
Ottawa difitricta. £9 a Vfar la chtrni-d for licenae trench and erery innkueper, witit
the pfception of Mosen, Pattee. wh i p lyi £ f . \ (iiin j turn o«r«T to the Home d'latrict,
and yon will se« that A. .Monfijrtm ry, Joho Wilmot, Jamea 8chnfi«>l(i. Joseph Bloor,
Jacob 8 tvder, Charlea Pranka, Thomta Simpaoo, Ulick Howard. Joaeph Markwell,
Jane Jordttn, nnd John Hava, each pay, umhir th«« aam»« act of parliament, £ 10 each !

!

Is this ftir? U It Just aitf expedient, to allow th<' flr:»t and foremost houset in Am-
herstbiir^h. S.indwich, iloH. fcp. be. to ^et off for gU, while their brrtbren OD
Yonjje 8troet, nnd in Vork are obliged to pay 1 10 t Arenoithesf* {ustirea whncharge«
t<i all alike. £S, in the Western districts very well aware th.it they have the power
to levy £11 instead thereof ? And is not this pirtfd i idul^ence pUring the lnn<<«eper»
greatly in their power 7 It woul I apjiear as if the act of parliament was actually mad*
tut of to link a very influential class of men to tha wheels of the executive, and its
dependents.

In Vork, the maximum or hi|;hest rate charged, is 10, in Cornwall f. Sandwich 8,
in the Ottawa 4, Kingston 9, Niagara town 8, Hrockville, and PrescottTi, Cobaurij,
and Port Hope 7. Vittoria, and St. Thomas 4, Sandwich, and Amherstburgh 9, llani>
iltnn (Oore) 5, Dundas «, and Aniaater 74 pounds. Is this scale fairly gruduiited I

William Forsyth's pavilion at the FmIIh, and A. iVfontgoihery's house on Konge St.,
(the one doing perhaps one twentieth of the business of the other) pay alike ; and Joh»
Hay, and Joseph Bloor, in York, have paid higher for license than the owners of
the most spacious hotels in Kingston, or Port George ! ! Look at the charges, and
look at the system ; 'tis a base one. '

By the present system of district taxes, under the control of a body of men appoint^
fd during the pleasure of the crown, a revenue of perhaps, from S50,000 to |80,000
per annum is placed at the dmpnsal of the minions of a colonial government, instead
of being undter the salutary control of the representatives of the people. No wonder
it is that oi^ iegialuture is despised by the hecks of office, when it is known, thut out
4»f an annual revenue, in all equal to |4(i0,000, only a little over a cnupl^ of thousaqd
l^ounds was required to be vo,ted, last March, by the cumpnons in parliament ! !

On examining the journals of 1821, I find that Mr. Soeaker Willson (magistrate &
excise oA!c<^r)brought in a bill to continue this injudicious apportioning power in the bands
of the magistrates, but that after it had passed the asnernbly, nem. con. some flaw was
found in it up stairs, and the Attorney General, seconded by Peter Shavtr, brought in,,

on the last day biit one of the session, the bill which appears on the statute book ; and,
according to the^inconstitutional system still cnntinu4'd, carried it thro* parliament ths^
same day, none dissenting. I also perceive that in l(l£4 the act was continued for four
years, with alterations, and tliat it, taith seteral other important statutts, would have
expired had the last session been called three days later * ' Such are the expedients re-
torted to by a colonial government. 1 trust the mnkeepers who have paid high licences
Mil read this chapter with attention, as well as the public. The remedy is ia the oext

,
assembly, for the act expires with the cIosk of their 1st session.

No. 85. fi^AOES TO MEMBERS FOR TOWNS.
Opposition to a bill making provision for wages to town members; (I'tsessi^on 9tli

parliament)—Messrs.. Attorney GeneiSl. C. & D. Jones, Gordon & Clark. ^ On ^e sa-
cond session there was no division, bui the legislative council gave sundry queer reV
sons for not assenting to the bill, one of which was, that members were members for
the province and not for a particular place. Why tbeo do districts pay <A<»r Mpmbers?


