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SKl'l llINc; OK TH.MIK.

It is thus seen that Ciiiiadinii thnir slioul.l huvc a Rood o|i|K,rtuiiitv in the Iloiiff
Koi.sr nmrket after the war iirovi.lf.Ml that tho price is n..t tn,. HIkIi ami 'that the Cana-
dinn millers make an effort to (fo after this tra.U-. An eii.leavour should he nia.le to
tret the Canndian brands before the trade as soon as possible and a few shipnu-nts of
about -JO.im saeks eaeh would be sufficient for this purpose. A most important .'on-
Hideration is the securing of Ro,,d r.'i)resentatives. Before the war the bulk of the Hour
imported into Hoiijr Konpr was han.lhd prin<-ipall,v bv three firms, ea-b of whi.'h
inijK.rted in the neighbourhood of I.immmmio sa.'ks a .v.'ar. In view of the present sliift-
ing of sources of supply, man.v of the IL.iik Kong importers are free to take on the
represeiitatum of Camnlian r>ro(luces for business after the war. It is stronsly urged
that the Canadian millers should send over a capable mill man to iiupiire into con-
ditions on the siMit. Inifore giving their agency to any one firm.

XoTK.—A list of the i)rincipal importers of tlour into Hong Kong has Wen for-
warded. Canadian millers desiring a copy shouhl make application U, the Commercial
Intelligence liraiK'h, Department r,f Trad<' and C.mimerce, Ottawa. (File So. iTMHJlt.)

MARKET FOR LUMBER.

Hong lumg is not as large a market for soft wood lumber as Shanghai. Various
factors contribute to distinguish the tiinlier trade of Hong Kong from that of Central
and Xorth China. Owing to tlie more tropical climate of the south, a wood is re<iuired
which will not shrink and which is able to resist the ravages of wliite ants and other
insects. In South China. American and Japanese soft wood lumber has also to face
stronger comi)etition from the various hardwood tinil»rs of the east, such as teak,
Philippine and Borneo woods.

The annual requirements of Oregon pine lumber for the Hong Kong market are
said to amount to over 10.000,000 superficial feet. The principal users are thfi dock-
yard and shipbuilding companies at Hong Kong, the two largest of which take about
1,000,000 superficial feet a year each, while other shipbuilding and repairing concerns
also require large quantities. The bulk of the remainder of the Oregon pine imported
goes up the river to Canton and other towns, where it is used for the construction of
houses and boats.

Only a small quantity of Douglas fir lumber from British Columbia saw-mills has
been imported into Hong Kong in past years. Ihis has been almost entirely brought
171 hy one Inrge importing firm, which ha? its own raiiis in Britisli Columbia. There
would appear to be room for propaganda in favour of Douglas fir and the variety of
uses for which it can be employed.


