
Some Occurrencen and Conditions Overseas which Affect the

Production and Marketi >g of Canadian

Agricultural Products.

I have very iim|)]«> duty, but not

an <'a»v msk. I am to si rvc you ns

best I an by tryiiij? to help you to

urulerdtniul «onu' of the occurrtnci'*

and conditicnii roNultinK from the

war whu'h have a direct btMirintr upon
the production and marl<etinK of

acrricultural product* in this country.

I am not to make an entertaiuintf

tpeech, or try to persuade you to

accept any ready-made opinion!. I

am to try and help you to under-
ftand and again to unden>tand, leav-

infr you to draw your own conclu-
•ionx.

I wa8 overseaii three time* during
the war with exceptional opportuni-
ties for observing and learning, al-

though not with very grave responsi-

bilitic'8 on gome o<>caAions.

I will not speak of my visit to

France in 1910 except to say that I

saw 8om» of the Canadians at the

Somme. I dc not need to go to

Doro's picture of " The Mount of

Transfiguration " to learn how men
look when under the exalting influ-

ence of («uprr'mo devotion to a great

lause. I have seen better than pic-

tures, I have seen the men themselves.

It is a memory worth cherishing that
th.>se men were fairly aglow with
confidenei^ in their cause and devo-
tion to it, although some of them
might die—but not perish—in up-
holding it.

In the early summer of 1918, I
wi j?ked by the fJovernmcnt to go
overseas as Kepresentative of the De-
partment o) Agrici Iture and the Can-
ada Food ^oard in order to observe
in Great Britain, France and Italy

the conditions in respect to food sup-

plies, to learn all I could, and to ii-

terpret to Canada the conditions and

iieetU for the
i urp<>«c of helping Can-

a.la I. iihiy her lull part, in the very
best Wiiy, in providing foodxtuffs as
"lie of her contributions towards win-
ning the war. Kvery facility waa
given by the authorities concerned
in Kngland, France and Italy, and I

came back to Canada in August.
Later it was decided that I shoidd
return to Europe as Reprcsentativ*
of the Department of Agriculture to
be on the tpot to obtain and give
information in connection with Cana-
dian food supplies. In November,
before the armistice was signed, the
Prime Minsiter invited me to accom-
pany the Canadian Peace Conference
delegation to London and Paris as
Representative of the Department of
Agriculture. I appreciated pro-

foundly the honour and responsibility

of serving the (iovernment and ..e

agricultural interests of Canada in

connection with the Peace Confcren.'e
ond the disposal in Europe of the
balances of the exportable surplus. -

of food commodities provided in r

spouse to the wnr i)roduction .n-

paigns.

The following is taken from the
rej)opt of Sir William (ioode, British
^/irector of Reli(< to His Majesty's
Secretary of State for Foreign Af-
fairs :

" InvnluiiMo advice was received
from the I'ri'iruers and reprtrsenta-

tives of the Dominion!-- at the Peace
Confe.ence in Paris, jiarticularly

from Dr. .1. \V. Robertson, (\M.(}.,
'

who, on the unanimous invitation
of Mr. Hoover and his allied col-

leiigue^, attendee the meetings of
the Relief Section on behalf of the
Canadian Government.''


