
I_» S AC R If- ICE—THE PRICE OF VICTORY

' liil<lnii. My wife wrc.t.. imi. two or thrw dayM nfftTwanlH uixi (*ho naid
I WMs ryvfr w. ivioticili'fl to your Kniiiu cut to fiKlif as I am now "

Sh..
-aid: "Ih.' other niidit when thow <|evilH were overhead, trviiiu f.i <|eHfn.v
iM.v lielpless. innoeeiif

. happy little ehildren, who had never harmed or injured
MM-m 111 any way. then," «he .^aid, "I was nhid that mv hu«l.and was out in
I i.iiiee hj^litniK them."

V.Mi know t.Mhiy what we are fiKhtinu f<.r; (lod help the man who iw m.Mind he dcM'sti t_ know. What are we tiuhtiiiK for? V.,u know, .A.nerica
uhat we !.r.. huhlimt for and what you are fiuhtinK for, too, in the name
'onflief. lake the people whoxe homes were on No-man's land I am
not «oii,K to deHeiil.e Xo-ii.an's land now, it is a wiid.nu'.Ms of des<.lati<.n
wliieti WHS on,.e covered with lovj'ly homeN and farms and pretty town.s
like your land. KverytliinK is l.lotted out, evervthinn that makes "for eom-
lorf or heaiity or fertility l.lotted out. I have pictures in mv possession
-howiim the woiP.'ii searehin^ for their homes. They can not fiiid the places
where tlie home.s stood, alll.lown away, rarmyards turned into duK-outs
roa.l tnni.slormed into luiininii sewers, fields carved up l,v trenches runninc
in every diivction, six feet deep, the ground heape.l in niounds all over the
•ountry, meat shell holes twenty feet across, fifteen feet d(.ep, full ..f foul
-tajtnant water, all over No-man's land you can .see in the shell holes th»-
upturned laces of unl.uried men. One time near Souchez as the result of the
iipsiiccesslul atl( iiipt to capture Vimy Hid^e in 1915 l.y the French I saw
in the summer of 1010, ei^ht or nine months after, |)erhapfl moiv, ilXUKM)
iinl.uried bodies ot the sons of France, not far from Souchez. That is N(.-man 8 land. They are all l.uried now, bodies identified and the ^nives cared
lor but in lOKj they had lam (ait there for ei^ht or nine months, 100.000
unburied .sons of Franco.

Will you answer me one question this morning? What is Roinj? tobecome of these rH)or French farmers, or rather, their families'.' 'I'hey have
uoiie, don t forget that, they have none, but what is to become of their families''
\ ou _^!v.v. they will be eoin|)ensated. Hy whom" By the French Kovern-
ment!' >.o: the l«rench jtovernment can not compensate them. France is
foo |)oor. She has laid her all upon the altar. By Knuland? EnRland i«
Door too, and rapidly Incoming jioorer every day. By America*^ No^
.\merica is not responsible. Look here, men and women.' there is only one
nation on the face of this earth that is morally resfmnsible before Clod and
iiumanity for the compensation due to these people of Fiance. It is a solemn
.liity devolvinR sacredly upon every man in this libertv-lovinn land to do
hi.s utmost to the point of extreme sacrifice to gain .-..ch a victory .so com-
Mellinji and decisive that (iermany. the author of all this pain ami sufTerinK
-hall be com|)elIed to pay for that liavoc'and destruction.

But, iiien of America, it is not a matter of sentiment, it is a matter
nt (,od->nvcn trust, and Divine responsibility. I might sav that the people
lieliind our lines are very sad. They are living under conditi<.ns of war
under martial law. Do you know what it means to have millions of men
and war equipment in the land? It means that your ordii.ary roads and
by-ways are congested, so you can't travel. I have seen a [)oor" old peasant
n^oman a (junrtor of a mile from her house w !g for eight or nine hours for a
chance to cross a road to go home. You wm have an enormous amount of
baggage and impedimenta to transport and you have millions of men traveling
to and fro m every direction, and every million you send, let me say, you will
interpret It in the sense I mean, adds to the discomfort and drain of the
country behind the lines. You will understand tlie way in which I say it
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