of Bri
occupation of the Falkland/Malwnas Islands cast this pre-
viously: htﬂe—known -territory under an instant spotlight.
Britis arhs1ps were promptly dlspatched while the world

maco v dy of errors. But witha deadly celerity, and at
the cost of'untold hves ‘the ugly “joke” soon turned into
tragedy :

o Canit be in thls supposedly sophls’ncated and cynical
i ‘age ‘that' governmients are still able to mobilize entire
populations into battle for such congepts as “national pres-
- tige?” Certainly the' propaganda of both sides would have
us.believe so. Yet, it is never armed conscripts or recruits
who start siich wars; the
~then, stands to beneﬁt; and what, if any, ate the material
~ stakes involved? In this case, the rewards at first appear
“ negligible. Neither the’ 1slands nor their strategic location

~‘would seem to warrant the risks of armed confrontation.
" Nevertheléss, rumors of.oil off the coast persist, and to the
- South lurks the unfailing scent of Antarcticas untapped
wealth. The long-term stakes may, in fact, be immense, not
to mention the legal implications that a settlement on the
sovereignty issue may have for other obVIOusly important

- .and populous overseas- territories, such- as Hong Kong.
. However, this is at this time purely speculanm With the
- derth of overt discussion on such matters, it is difficult to
= determine to what extent these potentialities may be influ-
' ' encmg the 1mmed1ate conflict. (Certamly, no regime claims
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It’ EA3 forbzdden to kzll therefore all murderers are purushed s
nless they kill in. large numbers and fo. the sound of :

Voltalre o

On;Aprll 2 Argentma 1nvaded one of the last vestlges - :
colonial rule, located 350 miiles off its coast. The

- hich ‘Britain has mea tthe
nly glvethelrhvestothem Who - - whichifor Bri in has °
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) of currently avallable lnfo
'are the p0551b111t1es of ‘gaining msxght into tk

seas where. British rule once pre .

power vacuum which todays dominant powers have been -
unable to fill. At the same time,- an East-West confronta-
tionist view of the world has compounded and’ confused»_
peripheral instabilities. Given the tendency of major rival-

powers to exchange blows by proxy, there are few conflicts, - o
however parochial and limited in origin, which can av01d x

ultimately takmg on 1nternat10nal dlmensmns The East-

West world view has a further 1mpact even in cases where
- the influence of one* major power is: notably absent : or:
~ insignificant, the mere susp1c1on of its presence on the part.

of a rival power. may induce in the latter akind of reflexive
interventionism. - :
In. the case of the Umted States the mamtenance of

RETE

stable economic dependence in a:rapidly-changing and
volatile global environment becomes’ increasingly dlfflcult e
-In order to preclude. erosion -of the - status-quo (i.e., t0 -

preserve“stablhty "), it has adopted a conscious pohcy of -
support for regimes which the current ambassador to the:
U.N. terms “friendly authorltanan governments » Essen-

- tially, what Mrs. Kirkpatrick recommends is. the active

promotion of virtually any regime, no:matter how repres-
sive, provxded it holds.to a ‘strong antl—commumst orienta-

tion. In many. instances, the consequences: forlocal -

populations can only be descrlbed as devastatmg ‘InLatin: -
xamples of. th1sf




