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Strangely, most Canadians are better acquainted with the history of native people in the eig
Canadians know that the carly settlers and

centuries than they are with the msavoury realities ol recent years.
covernments took land from the Indians. but it is casy to teel detached from those events ol long ago. Itis more dif ficult
to deny responsibility for the misguided policies of the tw cnticth century.

Chere are about 450,000 status Indians in Canada, about two thirds of whom live on Indian reserves. ‘They are the

members of 596 registered Indian bands. Inadditon. there are perhaps S00.000 non-status Indians and people ot Metis
origin. Together the Metis and Indians represent about 4 pereent of the national population - the fourth Lar gest ethinic

oroup in the country.
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