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Quotas squeeze

The student union of the Univer-
sity of Alberta has failed in its legal

bid to quash enrolment quotas set -

by the university’s admlnlstratlon

The student union’s case, which
attacked the quotas on the grounds
that they “violated the principles of
fair play,” was thrown out of court
in late August.

The student union has decided
not to appeal the case.

“The matter is not dead. The
appeal is sumply not going forward
right now,” said student union
president Floyd Hodgins.

Hodgins; who accused council
members of being afraid to “rock
the boat,” said he hopes the case
will be pursued.

During the hearing, the union’s
lawyer argued that quotas, which
are based on a system of marks, did
not give students an equal chance
atbeing accepted and thus violated
the Alberta Bill of Rights.

The lawyer also argued that the
rules laid out in the university
calendar constituted university pol-
icy and meant they are part of a
binding contract.

But the judge dismissed the law-
yer'sarguments, ruling that the set-
ting of quotas is not a policy affect-
ing first year admissions but is a
sound financial decision.

- Although Hodgins said earlier

‘the board’s approval of quotas lacks
“morally and ethically correct rea-
soning”, he declined to elaborate
after the ruling.

“| have been instructed (by other
executive members) not to reveal
my personal opinions.”

“It's a stink in my mind,” he
added. “I think they’re infringing
on my freedom of speech.”

In late spring the administration
stiffened minimum entrance re-
quirements from 60 to 65 per cent
and restricted first year enrolment
to 4500.

Many institutions across the
country have also been forced to
impose stiff enrolment restrictions
for the first time.

High school students are com-
peting alon with community col-
lege transfer students for the few
spots available in already .over-
crowded universities. They are try-
ing to return to school after suffer-
ing another summer unemploy-
ment rate of 20 per cent.

The competition is especially
intense in Ontario. At the Univer-
sity of Toronto, more than 25,000
students have applied for only 6,300
spaces. At York University, which is
accepting 200 fewer first year stu-
dents in September, nearly 19,000
are vying for 4,700 spots.

Administrators at both universi-
ties say strained resources have
forced them to close their doors.

Sheldon Levy, York associate
vice-president, said inadequate gov-
ernment financing, cramped quar-
ters and a desire to preserve the
existing quality of education
prompted the administration’s
move to restrict enrolment.

At the University of Alberta,
nearly 2,000 students have been
rejected. They failed to meet the
university’s new academic stand-
ards, which jumped from an aver-
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always wondered what it would be like. Now’s your chance!
Register yourself and a friend into a course on excitement
and adventure. You'll find scuba diving to be more exciting
than you would believe, and taking lessonsiseasyas 1,2, 3!
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PADI 5* TRAINING

OCEAN SPORTS is Alberta’s only PADI 5 Training facility.
They offer over 25 scuba diving programs including UW
photography, marine biology and wreck diving, but first you
must became a certified diver. The open water course
consists of 18 hours lecture, 12 hours pool, and 2 days of
projects in a lake or ocean. Nobody offers as complete a
program, with as many hours, or as much included in the
program as Ocean Sports. Complete programs start up two
or three times every month of the year.
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If you'd like to learn more about scuba diving, find out more
by taking our FREE Scuba Clinic offered every Thursday
eveing from 7 pm - 8:30. These clinics are on a registration
basis only and will be held in the shop’s classroom. An
optional pool session will be held for these classes every
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Until September 22 these scuba programs will be dis-
counted by up to $100 off the regular price to students with
their 1.D. card. Don’t wait too long fo register as programs will
fill up quickly. Next available courses start September 17, 23,

25 and October 10.

REGISTER TODAY!
Phone 432-1904

For more information on these programs, or the specialty
courses, or to register for the FREE CLINICS or for the

standard programs, phone OCEAN SPORTS today!

432-1904

10133-82 Avenue
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age of 60 to 65 per cent:this year.
The U of A student union recently

took the university to court in a bid

to remove the new standards. But

~ an Alberta court judge ruled in

favour of the administration, saying
enough notice had been given to
grade 12 students who would need
summer school to boost their grades
for admission.

At the University of Manitoba,
500 students seeking science de-

Grant for Women’s Studies?

by Suzette C. Chan

University of Alberta VP Aca-
demic Amy Zelmer and an ad hoc
committee of women academic
staff have submitted an application
‘to the Secretary of State for $500,000
to establish a chair of Women’s
Studies for the Prairie regon.

The grant money is available to a
university wishing to set up a chair
.of Women’s Studies for one of five
designated regions.

Zelmer said she did not know
the Secretary of State’s program
existed until she read that Mount
St. Vincent was awarded the Atlan-
tic region chair in April.

“When we sent a letter of intent
(to apply for the grant) to Ottawa,
they told us the final proposal had
to be in by August 31. That was in
July,” says Selmer.

Zelmer says a small groups of
women members of the academic
staff members got together to
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v'grees have been turned away. Res-

trictions are now in place there in
every faculty except arts, said Des-
mond Bevis, director of admissions.

The University of B.C., which has
pegged first year enrolment at 3250
students, has rejected 500 students
who failed to make the grade
standard of a C-plus aerage.

In St. John’s, Newfoundland,
Memorial University is thinking of
limiting access in first year to 3000
students. But Ward Neale, Memor-

decide what would be in the prop-
osal. One of the members was
Margaret Armour, Faculty Service
Officer of the Department of
Chemistry.

“We would like someone who
would do scholarly work, someone
well-known to show that work
done in women’s areas could be of
high calibre,” Armour says. “There
are also a lot of (women’s studies)
courses in various departments; it
would be good to have someone
coordinate them.”

The committee also decided to
send a joint applicaton with the
Athabasca University.

Zelmer adds that “normally, an
endowed chair is labelled and filled
with a full-time faculty member
until she leaves.” She says if the U
of A won the grant, she would like
the chair to stay for one to five
years. “We could have someone
representing a different disc1pllne
each term, for instance one in his-

ial’s vice-president academic, said
no official decisions have been
made.

Although total numbers of rejec-
tions were not available before the
end of: registraton, thousands are
also being turned away from col-
leges and technical institutes.

Beth Olley, Canadian Federation
of Students chair, said accessibility
for new students looks just as bleak
as it did last year.

tory, then sociology, engineering,
and so on.

The committee also decnded to
apply for the grant jointly with the
Athabasca University. Zelmer says
“we’d have someone in to influ-
ence Athabasca (since the chair will
represent the Prairies and the
Northwest Territories).

Margaret Armour says the pro-
gram should not be affected by a
change in government. “The
money has been put aside, so it
should still be awarded, but it could
mean the criteria (for winning the
grant) could be different. | have no
idea what would happen.”

Zelmer says the government has
not set a date on which the univer-
sity would be able to learn if it has
won the grant. “An advisory com-
mittee considering the application
is to make recommendations about
the middle of October. Cross your
fingers for it.”
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The Globe and Mail, Canada’sbetter
mh'mauonsomueforoveraoemlry
Now available at the special student rate of 50%

Consistently, The Globe and Mail, Canada’s National Newspaper, keeps
you informed intelligently and concisely on the subjects that are impor- .
tant to you — national and international news, politics, finance, business,
current affairs, art, entertainment, science, medicine, fashion, and sports.
Now for a limited time only, Canada’s National Newspaper can be deli-
vered to you six days a week at the special student discount of 50% off.
Take advantage of this limited-time offer now. Complete and mail this
coupon with your payment (or call toll free 1-800-268-9125. B.C. residents
call 112-800-268-9125).

Whatever the subject, we keep you informed.

TheGlobeandMail, 444 Front Street West, Toronto, Ontario M5V 2S9

SPECIAL HALF-PRICE STUDENT RATE

3 months

$19.50 6 months

$39.00

YES. I'd like a Student Subscription to The Globe and Mail at the special student rate of 50% off the regular price.
Please deliver The Globe and Mail to the address below.

()6 months

Postal Code
Room #

Enclosed is my cheque or money order or credit card authorized for: [ 3 months
.. Name Residence _
Street City
- University
Lk Campus

Province

This address is

Charge Card Expiry Date

L On campus. or
[] Cheque or Money order enclosed

[J Off campus
[1Visa []Mastercard
Card Number :

Signature (Required to validate offer)

z

Sludgnl ILD. #
Telephone

[J American Express

Note: Offer valid only where home delivery is available and expires November 30. 1984
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