
THE GATEWAY, Tuesday, October 5, 1976. 1

Grappell
grapples
with
fiddIe

by Keith Layion
Ste phane Grappelli p/a yed to an enthusiastic crowd of

about 1000 people durin g the second concert of the avenin g,
riday night. Accompanied by the Diz Disley Trio, the world

renowned jazz violin/st played over an hour's worth of the
music that madâ hlm famous.

This music evolved trom the
~30's and 40's when Grappelli
ayed in the Paris "Hot Club
uartet" aloflg with the gypsy
jitarist Dango Renhardt. The
rmbination of -Stephane
rappelli and Dango Rienhardt
roduced a series of classic
cordings and set a standard of
celence in European jazz until
e time of Rienhardt's death in
;53. Since that time Grappelli
~s continually asserted himself
one of the ali-time great jazz

olinists the ranks of which
clude such formidable names
-Joe Venuti (Grappelli's one-
ne mentor) Stuff Smithi and of

te Jean-Luc Ponty.
The Diz Disley Trio, con-

sting of Diz Disley and Ike
aacs on guitars, and Brian Torff
ibass are well accredited also.

rian Torff has accompanied the
es of Cleo Laine, Ike lsaacs
ayed with Ted Heath, and Diz
isiey has backed Up Grappelli in
~gland and Europe.

Hot Club iazz was the order
the night with the music forthe
~st part starting with its con-
ptions of phrasing and
ythm. It was this emphasis on
e music of the past that was the
~ncert's strong point and
eakness.' It is always enjoyable
hear music of a classic genre

~pecially when played by one of
e originators of the form.
rappelli however, while staying
ithin a conception of jazz (ie.
iprovisation on a given melody
~rsus, for example, exploring
e possibilities of the avant
~rde and transcending melodic
rm) has not been static within
at conception. He has worked
ith numerous contemporary
tists and his music has become
ore contemporary as weIl. That
is aspect of his music was not
ore prominent was a bit of a
sappoi ntment.

Stili, take n for what it was,
e concert could hardly be
lled a disappointment. The
~ncing, lyrîcal quality of the
usic was delightful. While
rappelli was not always
IYthmically precise with his
rasing, it was the subtle elo-

uence of his style that was far
~d away the dominant feature.

The concert began with
roductions and Canadian

kes by Diz Disley, a Canadia n
igrant at an early age. Upon its

troduction the band fell into the
ick pace of the Hot Club. The
rumming of the acoustic
itars provided light but fîrmn
phasîs for Grappelli's violin to

tand dance over top of. The
ird tune, Misty, provided a
ntrast to the. previous
ickness of pace. Grappelli

Snaled the tune superbly with
~e clarity and richness of his
ne well suited to its mood. The
ening's seventh tune provided

Ore contrast. Basedon a blues

Stephane Grapelli la a man with lots to give, and only too wlling to please his public.
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A standing ovation is a typîcal response ln Edmonton et the end of a

concert, but seldom are they are well-deserved as the one given Stephane
Grapelli.

progression, the tune teatured
severalrhythmi cshifts.G rappel 1i's
soulful treatment of the form
served to emphasize his inherent
eloquence. Disley's soloing was
excellent and among his best of
the evening.

Towards the end 0f the
evening the trio left the stage and
Grappelli displayed his ability at
the piano. In a free flowing
medley of his favorites Grappelli
brought forth not only his typical
melodic genius but the rhythmic
co-ordination and independence
(the ability to perform different
tasks simultaneously - for the
pianist the ability to work the
right and left hands independent-
ly of one another) of an ac-
complished pianist. Grappelli's
rlght hand flowed over the keys,

sweeping out melodic phrases
with his left working in near
perfect sympathy.

The band returned, perfor-
ming another two numbers with
Grappel'i in bringing the concert
to a close. A standing ovation is a
typical response in Edmonton at
the end of a concet but seldom
are they as well deserved as the
one given Stephane Grappelli.
Throughout the concert he
played with imagination and flair
that did not diminish. That it
didn't diminish is interesting in
that he is 68 years old and he had
played close to three hours in the
course of the evening. It seems
that Stephane Grappelli is a man
with a lot to give and only too
willing to please his public.
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